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THE 

MODERN TRAVELLER, 



RUSSIA, 

tAn ompire in Europe and A«ia, lying between lat. 38° N. and 
■ 7V> N. : bounded «n the N. by the Arctic Sea; on the S. by 
TwrlMy, the Bfeick Sea, the tei^itory of theJCiiguiss Cossadcs, 
and the Chinese dominions; on the E. by the Pacific Ocean: 
and on,4fae W. by SwedMi Lapland, the Gulf of Bothnia, 
Prussia, and Pobnd.3 

Abotjt the imddle df the ninth century, an embassy 
was sent fixmi TheophUus, Emperor of the East, to 
Lewis, the son of Charlemagne, Emperor of the West. 
In the train, and under the protection of this em* 
bassy, were some JRussians : this was the first time 
that the name of this people was divulged. These 
Russians, who were ^kvoys of the great <fidce, having 
traversed many hostile nations in their journey to 
Constantinople, were ' desirous , of regaining their 
country ^by a safer r6ut6;.and tfa^ accordingly re- 
quested ^e French monarch to send them by sea to 
Russia, an event which took place A J). 839. Twenty- 
two years after this, the foundation of the present 
kingdom of Russia was laid by Ruric, a Scandinaviaa 

PAST I. B 
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cl^. At the head c^'sbme Varangians, or Corsalm 
of the Baltic, he invaded the eastern shmws of that 
sea, and reduced the Finnic and Slavonic tribes that 
inhabited the neighbourhood of Lake Ijadoga. Hia 
descendants held die sceptre abore 700 years. 

His immediate successor grained possession of Eaew^ 
to vhkli pbcf he revoked <the>se«t-of nopecameftt ivem 
Novogorod. In the teni!h century, the llussians -were 
masters of the spacious province of Moscow; the 
Baltic Sea and Prussia formed their western frontier; 
they had pushed their conquests to the 60th degree of 
N. latitude ; and^owavds the-S., iollowing the course 
of the Borysthenes, they had approached the vicinity of 
the Euzine Sea. Such were the limits of the Russian 
territories in the tenth century, as laid down by the 
£mperor Constantine Porphyiogenitus^ for even at 
4hat ^aarly period, they had become fonnidable tm 
CoMtao^nople. Whtiin IM years, they had nade 
four attempts to plunder the treasures dS that chy i 
and it was even then asserted fmd believed^ ^>at an 
equestrian statue in the square of Taurus was in. 
KHbed with % iRopheey, ifcat te ttiMiaiii mmM 
<«r«iflttaBy ^y^eomt tnasters^ OonumtlMile. 

M. )|l(eie *afl rp edi<5oM ayiiHit the wpital ef iln 
J^MutL Bu]ibe wemimAe iiyieat itdie Jleiyslhenes^ 
wnrt rM i and conmaaled % 4heir waibvkss Jkati^ 
«flirailed iIkmi « feady -waA qskok yanige teto 4ka 
Siudae,^«ttl llMiiaeitlMdr Bvndskfllvni emisagetanu 
4iioMtttib«m4DCaiii8taniiiiiiple. WopiiiiiiiBl iwii 
ftUnwad i^Esam these ffastical lii^asieM ^ hst td^ 
4rtea%i»datian»ibe i ises u :a» ftiiw h iB u amd thefin. 
fenr ef th» JCast, which mm Tto iMTre hem aenee^ 
Inj^md^^dMirJoaeMioiialdPars, ledgnHhiallyitailltt 
4Mlli«ttttti Hi the fmrnm. tChe baptiBii«f<%a, tlie 
wiifeof ^gor, 4he eon af Haric, nwyOtt fised atftibe 



d by Google 



Wfdir^ ^m Ae ik»tlii «r Imt biuibiUMi; and im A.II. 
fta^ymikd k9m Kiew ^ikHutaiitiwjpk, .wfaere the 
mi IwptiA^d. fler fam9y nod naiCMwi, bowev^, ad. 
bered 49r ionie Jbgoe ie (he idoAfitry <if tMr lathen; 
wd ^er /Kw ^i«d iwimeft^W wcoiiwr, 8v$«cofllaw« 
va0 none diapoied la gain rtbe oaAfidence and jh^ 
pfottse of liis cm^aolMM and subjeetf bjiiia ciide and 
undamiied Imaneiy, llian to Q]qpttia himsatf to their 
and ridifli^ by intvodueSag and ^oimtOTinncing 
r nUigum. Bf im vtSkmx^ ^Imb luiiiiens betireea 
the Violsa «nd iha Banube waca aabdued mad xepeHed, 
Itelgapb iwaa «QW|aai3Bd, AdriaiMfde mm tal^en, aad 
£(0ii«lantiiiof4a itaalf van itiineatened^ jBit fvather 
progaegs, boiaeiar, was diedoed .bj JEobn Zimiacies i 
and*a£ler rapeatad dieiiBats jmd ioues^ ha was ^lad to 
•Nept ilbe jtibenl terms differed by ithe i90iu^eK0T^.^m 
Mifiipaiiage{to.tbeiiifiudiofl;heBof7«thenet. In his 
IMita hoaia (to Kiaw^ ha was dala b)r aoma of ^a 
IHJI^bkUwiiiig <tBbaa. 

yiadtmi^, hii tbSod aon, davmtad his yonthfkl zeal 
to aiHillaffty and #dar|i ahe tnonnaafnts of idolalry^ 
fanft the affwrtu of the jSaaek immioiiaaiei, aided by 
his deaina io maary Aaaa, .sister jq£ <the Eaaperer of 
^opiftanlHiople, ioaraartad him tp OhristiauHy. AU 
BuaiiaifoVairadihia aramtde ; Mod in ithe neat -fene* 
fation, jthe cellos of paganism wene eztij-patod. 

TU» hMtf^ may baiffippe^^.as itis §«ierany» dli* 
i^idad 4sto -siz poMs. The first •fennmates at the 
death.of Vladimir, who divided his territories among 
hia Jeo chUdran : t^ #a0oad pusMt from A.D. \0X^ 
la 1808, compaihends the Jatal .eenaequencas that 
resuHed from this division. ,Andr9w:, who reigned 
in 11^7, .removed the sei^ of government .fircmi ¥Uew 
to the dty of Vladimir, Xowazds the end of this 
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4 RUSSIA. 

period, tbe T&tars began their invasions of Russia.* 
The third period comprises the events that occurred 
from the time of the subjugation of Russia by the 
T4tars, to the establishment of the seat of govern- 
ment at Moscow; that is, from A.D. 1238 to 1325. 
Ejew, which began to decline on -the removal of the 
seat of government from it, was taken by the T4tars 
in 1239 : after its fall, >^ the navigation of the Borys- 
thenea was forgotten ; the great princes of Via* 
dimir and Moscow- were separated from the sea and 
Christendom, and the divided monarchy was bpif>r^sed 
by the ignominy and blindness of Tdtar servitude." 
Ivan I,, with whom the fourth period commences, 
during which the greater part of Russia was still 
subject to the power or the invasions of the T&tars, 
declared Moscow the capital'of Russia ; but that city, 
about thirty years after it was thus distinguished, was 
taken and burnt by these Asiatic hordes. In 1425, about 
eighty years subsequently to this disastrous event, 
silver money was first coined in Russia. At length, 
at the commencement of the fifth period, in 1462, 
Ivan III. mounted the throne ; a prince who, by his 
talents and his good fortune, restored union, consist 
tency, and independence to the Russian states. 

This great duke, who was sumamed the Proud, 
united under his government the different principali- 

* Mr. Gibbon mentions a curious instance of the influence of 
the T&tar Invasion, to a distance, and in referent to an art^^le of 
food to which there seems no probability it could have extended. 
" In the year 1238, the inhabitants of >Gothia (Sweden) and Frise 
w«fe prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from sending, as 
usual, their ships to the herring fishery on the coast of England ; 
and as there was no exportation, forty or fifty of these fish wen 
sold for a shilling (Matthew Paris, p. 196). It is whimsical enough, 
that the orders of a Mogul khan, who reigned on the borders of 
China, diould have lowered the price of herrings in the English 
market."— .JSecftne and Faff, voL xi. p. 432, no<». 
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RUSSIA- ^ 

ties, er appanages, and subdued Novogorod, whidi» 
during the intanal troubles and the Tatar invasion 
and conquests of Russia, had achieved and preserved its 
independence. This prince also freed himself and his 
country entirely from the yoke of the T&tars, and 
imposed tribute on the kingdom of Cazan. He in* 
vited and encouraged foreigners of talent and informa- 
tion to settle in his territories: by one of them, 
Aristotle of Bologna, the money was re-coined, and 
gunpowder and the art of casting catinon ;were intro- 
duced. He died, or was assassinated,.A.D. 1505, after 
a reign of forty-three years. 

The next sovereign by whom the territories of 
Russia were enlarg)ed, was Ivan IV., sumamed the 
Terrible, and by foreigners the Tyrant: he b^^an 
his reign in 1533. He first taught his soldiers the 
usQ of fire-arms, and by means of these conquered the 
kingdoms of Cazan uad Astrakan. Siberia also was 
annexed to Russia during liis reign. He was not, 
however, merely a warlike prince : to him the Rus- 
sians are indebted for the first code of laws,, and 
the introduction of printing. He invited foreign 
artists to Moscow, encouraged commerce, and per- 
mitted the English (one of whose ships, in an attempt 
to find out the N.E. passage, had discovered Arch- 
angel) to establish factories in his dominions. Be- 
fore his time, as the Russians had no ports except 
Archangel, which, from its situation, was of no use 
for foreign commerce, their trade had been altogether 
in the hands of the livonians; but, by the conquest 
of Astrakan, the commerce of the Caspian Sea was 
opened .to them, and by. the temporary ^conquest of 
^arva in 1558, they were first introduced to an ex- 
perience of the advantages they might derive from 
the possession of ports in the Baltic It ought also 
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to be reooMM ^ tSe ^OMvat of iTttA IV., ^^t A)^ 
•iMMLtaged leMgioos f^eration. At &e ^Mib«if M 
moodBBor, Theo4(ft I.^ fn fj>98^ the dpi6ity dfRitrft 

Boii^ i&e bitother4n.l8tv of the last tfbv^eMi^, 
whom takttfs ftnd Mtivity Ymd tuinet bte t(^ ^ 
highest oifeea of ibe itaie, wM ^eted in la» ftteftd i 
lii» refill T^uf diBtii^iriaked Atid distari^ed by fiAmfMe!; 
InBftFfeetiefti^ and irapostdhr^ sevet&l of wbotn' imodmA 
^e nattie of IMbetrfiis, fhci B0tf of Ivitt I^., ^rbom 
Both htOt murdered. 

The next reign, that 0f Theodof 11., iSte «9A <ff 
Boi^, Wia Hko ^Iled wHh ti^iible aEnd disatter; De- 
aerted by his" prineSpal generals, defeated by the fateb 
Demetrius, and at hUrt aliogetber ftMrsaSeen, Mo6o0«r 
tras ieized by its Own iAhi^itaxits, the palaee storme^ 
and Theodor deposed and stnm^ed. The fdete" Beu 
metrius now ascended the throne, but his ftdly and 
his vices drove Mm from it, at ther end of ^even 
months, when he idso -WM murdered. The reign of 
his snocessoi' wi&s, if posifible, still moi^ dSsgtaceful 
told ealamitotis to Itussia : his name waa TassiH. He 
had headed the ilisdrrectioli against Demetrhit; btft 
scarcely was he seated on the throne, when a geiiersfl 
insurrection hfoke out 9 pillage and murder, ^pedalty 
of the Prfes, took }>lace j Impostors aro8«i; dnd Russlrir, 
ihns disti'aeted, weakened, aiid ifi obtusion, \na 
invaded by thiJ Poles, Who deposed, captured, and sent 
to Poland the sova^eign, where he dM hi 1612. From 
his depositioil in I6l0^ to 1619, there was an Inter, 
regttum. M^ile it lasted, Russia was invaded by th6 
Poles from^he soath, wh<^ occupied Mdsoow ; and 1>y 
the.flwides from the Wtfst, ^d Seized Kovogwod. 
In this disastrous static, two leaders appeared, H Ittln 
knd PojarskU ; the former a shuple citizen, a bcltchel^ 
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of Ki|fnB&NMOgM90i, te ottitr awiMc—l ani «iiiiw 

tb» P«ile» wtre. tc^MStodi^ v aa i y l a l Md ^ Momcmr waft 
iMreitMt fiEHtD tkeiDy aud^ finaSyv B^issia rertared Mr 
pfiiMcat nulvpmleBee. Midiae£, the fixai aiMierdstt^ 
of ibe praMiMi dynagtyf^^tbat BotiM of fimtaiwf^wwii 
efedwi Ciar bf » giioiral asaenblf «f tbe noiUet^ 
lNi%lk«yB^iiwnfa«ife8y aoad petse^ff of ponpflrtjr «id. diA* 
tinctioik ^lite wi» aititd cautiom adniaUiratiiw^, 
uahremd na&qviiltt^ it»is lebMtaUishad* 

Michad ^v«a eUwted in 1813^ and xeignfidi iSdt%$^ 
two yeam: liia^vaign vw f^r&oiis for bicisttt; anA 
proqpcroas ior hia ooaBtiTk J3e w»s wiihwudad bqf lut 
soaAleada^fkdMrof PMerdiAChreak Alcutdiieel^i 
]da viewy and ondeairoiui priiid|n]]bf ta onib plaor 
aa woaM aecarv Bom!* at onoe ftom intemal 
tivabtea aiid forflifn invatun. HamtiodaaQdaBiara 
regular dkdpb'ne iota tlie amy; veviBBd^ avmod6i% 
aiid aew-modeUed tiie eode of feva oompyed. by Ivai^i 
invitad foroigA offieera into hia aemee ; aaA b«iH a 
aairy on ^be Caspian Sea, imdes the dtxeeftioii of «U^ 
baiUter* whom he ptooured firomr Ainaterdmn* Xa 
abort, he may be aaid to have been the finlflovejrttgA 
of RuMia who adopted thoae meaaarea fot ^m ka^ 
pvoveoient of his cobati^, which have been re^^alarly 
and eteadlly pnnoed by ahnoet every one ef ble sue^ 
eeaaofa $ and it haa been jnatly temtxke^ that hi* 
merit has been too muoh orerieoked, eqNeeii^y by 
t^ae who wished to flatter and ezak Petet theGraat* 

Alexia was immetiatdy saoeeeied by Theodor III*^ 
a son by his first wife. Duriii^ hie short reign^ from 
U96 to 1682, the influe&oa of hia aisler S<^iaa> and 
te abiUtiea of his prime arfnister, Oalitaiti, vxjf^ 
fSedLhla own wmt of energy and talent; and hta 
gowmmeat proved advantagecma to the eautitry, Oa 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



o ROSSI A' 

bis death, Ivan Alexeivitch, And Peter the Great, the 
son of Alexis by his second wife, ascended the throne 
ixmjointly : Sophia and Peter were, however, in fact, 
the sovereigns. The principal events of the reign of 
Peter the Great, and their results, are well known. 
He first formed a Russian navy, re-organised and 
ijMTeased the army, promulgated neeessary and useM^ 
laws, purified, as far as he durst, the religion of the 
country, introduced and protected foreigners of talent 
and information ; and thus established arts, sdences^ 
aind lit^ture. His activity in war was bene- 
fidal to Russia.: he greatly enlarged her terri- 
tories, eq[>ecially by die countries, on the Baltic^ 
which he wrested from Sweden. By building St. 
Petersburgh, and making it the seat of empire, he 
brought Russia more immediately and powerfully in 
contact with the rest of Europe, and thus gave her an 
influence in its poUtics, and a better opportunity of 
keeping pace with it in power, civilisation, wedth, 
and science. His real merits, and the benefits he 
actually conferred on his country, 'are sufficiently 
great in themselves^ and do not require to be ezag<*. 
gerated, a« diey generally have been, by represent* 
ing Russia as weaker and more barbarous than it 
actually was when he succeeded to the throne; or 
by overlooking or depreciating those measures of his 
father's which set him an example, and prepared and 
smoothed the way for what he undertook and aocom. 
plished. Peter the Great died in 1726, and was 
succeeded by his wife, the Empress Catherine I. To 
her prudence and talents he had been much indebted ; 
and during her shcHt reign of little more than two 
years, she prosecuted with vigour and success all his 
plans for die aggrandisement and improvement of 
Russia, The reign of Peter II., grandson ^f Peter 
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BUSSIA. 9 

the Great, presents nothing very remaricable. He 
was succeeded in 1730, by the £mpre8s Anne, niece 
of Peter the Oreat. This princess, who suffered her- 
self to be governed by Biron, interfered with the 
affairs of Poland, carried on a successful war with 
the Turks and T4tars, and invaded^the Crimea. She 
named, as her successor, Ivan, son of the Princess 
Anne and the Prince of Brunswick, and died in 1740k 
During Ivan's reign, occurred scenes of intrigue and 
murder, such as have more than once since that period 
stained the Russian annals : after a reign of twenty- 
four years, he was succeeded by the Empress Eliza- 
beth. This sovereign waged wars with Sweden and 
with Prussia, in both of which she was suocessfuL 
■During her reign, punishment by death was unknown. 
In her personal character and conduct she was noto- 
riously licentious. In 1761, Peter III., 'grandson by 
his mother of Peter the Oreat, ascended the throne. 
.He rendered himself obnoxious to the Russians by 
his attempts to change their national customs. His 
wife Catherine, a woman of great talents, but of no 
principle, taldng advantage of his imprudence and 
unpopularity, forced him to resign the crown, and 
after his murder succeeded him. 

The reign of Catherine II. was one of the most 
brilHant and successful that Russia had witnessed, but 
was at the same time stained by political turpitude, 
aa. in the partition of Poland, and by most bar- 
barous murders, such as took place at Praga, near 
Warsaw, and on the capture of Ismael in Bessarabia. 
.The licentiousness of her morals equalled her political 
duplicity ; and the savage manner in which she or- 
dered or permitted her generals to carry on war, was 
i^evolting to humanity. It must be acknowledged, 
however, that she pursued with zeal, perseverance, 
jb2 
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iO fltTMlA. 

aiid sMd^ What m&y bb JttMly choittdtefiMd lis tlie 
hereditary phdis of the Ruirian wVeHigaa^ Hie eEsttes- 
«loii of fheif eui^h» in all directionft, hut ihOlfe eftpew 
dfilly towai^ Cotistaiithiople, the MeditDrrUieati, and 
Ihe Bast Indies. She vtaA eonthmaDy at waf with 
Tiirk^, the fleet of whidli Was hnrnt t taiA was one 
<«f the tionfederiite ^towers in the partition of Pi^tstUL 
6he add^ to her territories the Grime^ AM^ a part 
of Ctiban, and all the tdtiiitry between the Ihiiepef , the 
Bo^, the thiiestef, and the Bladt Sea. Ua,ri6g i^ahily 
ahd 8th>ng^ly pointed oat her crimes as h BOtttenga taxA 
a Womaii, justice i^uires that we shotild not pass ot^eir 
tier meritorious actions. To her hereditary We and 
pitms of Conqtiest, to be ilchieved by any means and 
«t any eMt, she added what may be deemed an equally 
heremutf^ object, the civilisation and imptotement 
6t her subjects^ She formed a new code of laWs, on 
principles t^hapS too abstract, and having too little 
refei^ce to the l^ectiliar character, haUts, iind di^ 
fcumstances of her people, bUt, in their Ittfiueneti^ 
generally benefldal. She encourtiged the attS tod 
sdences, literature, and commerce. One of the dilef 
and most effectual^ ail well as obtlous meanb of i6i. 
proving Russia, that 0t inviting fbrdgn settleAi, whi«k 
deems to have been adopted «ven So eaily tUi the teign 
of the immediate successors Of Ruric, — Was followed 
by her With great cffbct. But she n6t only invited imd 
encouraged fol-etgners of talent and sdeiite to setdeift 
her dominions i she tUso established ccdonies of theika 
on the Vol^ and the Dbn. She embellished the capital, 
and in short iiUlvaneed in many i^pects the impiS^ve* 
ment of the nation. At no j»eHod and on no oteai. 
ftion was her cautious, or, perhaps, !t may be tJaHed 
selfish policy, more apparent and influential than fai 
her conduct at the oomhiencement of the Frendi Re» 
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v)Qlali«tt She was «fen bjoA Tiatent in h» reptobiu 
fioB of lt$ encxiitra^ the vievs wd ^aas of tbr 
OontiBeiital aoyer&gia in tlieir aUempts to crmh it $ 
held oat pioraiaet of aasiatance ; made pr^aratioBe 
for it i but ^ed iritkont ha;riiig done aaj Mng efiec- 
tual and dedsire. Her k-eigtt began in 17€2) utd 
(Bnded in 1790* 

,Her saceemor, Paul, esdiibitad through the whole 
o£ hit reign the character and conduct CKf a madman i 
his freaks and ezti»>agant deq^tism can searo^ be 
pMralleled even in the wmabi of Eastern tyranny. Hie 
foreign peptics were Vacillating and nnaoooontahle $ 
his domeetic regnhklticrtiSyif pOMihle, still more absurd, 
dai^nasons to hknself, and ntteriy nseless, if not poiU- 
tively injoriooi^ to hii {wople* At leng^ after a 
Fcign of five yearg) he was deposed and assassinated* 

The Emperor Alexander, who at present sits on 
Ifai throne^ stnceectod lukn in 1801. At one thne 
the friend and aUy of Bonaparte^ and tiie shannr with 
him in the sps^ oi hh nnprovoked, nnprinoipled, but 
snoce88fal,wars,*^B!t another tone, his decided oppQ« 
nent, censuring in the most oipmk manner his plans of 
aggrandisement $ at the same moment, protecting and 
-enoooniging B^le SodetieB aqd the education of his 
people, and interfering with the qpread of pelitkal 
, Jmowledge tod of liberty in states far from his own, 
and with whidi he possessed not the smaUeit right t^ 
interfere ; sometimes wise and liberal, sometimes the 
reverse in his coonnercial policy) somethnea eshibit- 
. ing great and undoubted decision $md firmness ef cha» 
racter, at other times yacillating, nndetermined, and 
easily guided { his character baffles all who endeavour 
to describe him as he actually is. In the midst, how. 
ever, of this apparent inconsistency, he also has been 
guided by the two hereditary principles of the Russian 
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moiuundi8,-«the Azteiisioii of the empire^ especially 
towards the S. and S.£.) and the impreyement and 
dvilisatioii of his subjects^ chiefly by inviting and en- 
couraging men oi science and literature, and by esta- 
bh'shing colonies of foreign agricoltHrists.* The in- 
▼asiou of Russia by the French ; the unparalleM 
misery and destruction resulting to them frem that 
enterprise; the bunling of Moscow; the mardi of 
the B'Ussian troops into France; the resignation of 
Bonaparte, and the restoraticm of the Bourlxms, both 
of which events may justly be ascribed to the disasters 
which the French experienced during their Rusuan 
campaign; the influential and decided part which 
Alexandel* was thus justified and enabled to take in 
the peptics of the continent of Europe: — these are 
the most remarkable events that have hitherto dis* 
tinguished his rejgn. 

*'^ But a few centuries ago,*^ remarks Dr. Lyall, ^' the 
Russian territory formed a fourth part ci the present 
European Russia, and about a seventeenth part of the 
, present Russian entire. In the reign of Ivan III., this 
territory was augmented 10,000 square miles ; and in 
the reign of Vassili, 14,000 square miles. Ivan IV. 
tripled the extent of his dominions, and Theodor L 
greatly extended them. In the reign of Alexis, all the 
provinces that had been taken by the Poles, were re« 
conquered ; and besides, he added 257,000 square miletf 

• * It ought not, however, to be fongotten, that the Ruiiian 
autocrat, thou|^ the most despotic in theory of any monarch in 
Christendom, is, in reality, thndled and controlled by a formidaUe 
combination oi powerful and imprindpled nobles, to whom it is 
well understood that the liberal views of the pupQ of La Haipe 
were exceedingly unpalatable. It is highly pxobable, that much of 
whatis questiofiable, both in the general and the domestic policy of 
the Emperor, is attributable to his situaticm rather than his deDbe- 
rate preferences. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EU8SIA. 13 

to the Rttssian states. Under the sway of Theodor III., 
the divaiyregi^m of Nova Zembla was acquired. Peter 
the Great extended his dominions 280^000 square 
miles. The Empress Anne, treading in the same 
path of augmentation^ left behind her a realm of 
above 324,000 square miles in extent ; and while 
Catherine II. h^ the sceptre of the north, the terri- 
tory was increased to 335,000 square miles. In the 
reign of Paul, and since the present sovereign ascended 
the throne, the Empire has been enlarged to no less 
than 345,000 geographical square miles, of which 
85,000 belong to Europe, and 260,000 to Asia. And 
we might prophecy, if the sapie system of aggrandise- 
ment be persevered in, he may bequeath to his suc- 
cessor an empire of 400,000, or even 500,000 square 
miles. There is matter here to occupy the mind of 
the politician ; there is room for the serious medita* 
tions of Europe, and especially for the continental 
Siovereigns !*' 

TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES AND DIVISIONS. 

The Russian empire exceeds in magnitude the 
largest monardiy in ancient or modem lames.* It is 

* The Roman empire, at tlie height of its grandeur, was equal 
only to the European part of Russia : its greatest length, firom^the 
Euphrates to the Western Ocean, amoimted*to 3,000 miles: its 
greatest breadth, tnm the Wall of Antonhiui to the Pillars of Her- 
cules, 2,000 miles. From |liga to the Haven of Peter and Paul, 
the length of the Russian empire is 11,434 miles. The possessions 
of the Romans extended somewhat duHrt of 33P of latitude; those 
of Russhi exceed 3BP, Mr. Tooke jusUy lemarlEs, however, that 
the sevoing superiority immediately vanishes, when we contrast 
the climate, fertility, populonsness, and civilisation of the Roman 
empire, which extended over the finest part of the temperate 
xone, fhnn theMthto the 2Sth degree of north latitude, with the 
excessive cold, the sterility, and the scanty and barhaxous population 
of a very large portion of the Russian tenitfwry. 
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^ B&ihnHy Pfuria, and CbOliob} on tfat &bytbe 
OttoBMui eihijyire, the BlMk Sea, and tbe Kiifim ef 

^e Kii^gfUiM CbMftidtst ftvtt thelrtiab ta the EaMem 
Ocean b^ the Chinese tenitoiriea* The Ummdatj Vtm 
between the Rnssian and CSilneie emyiiw, U the neat 
extensive on the ^lobe, ntiMag hom about the 0Mh 
to the Udth degree ef tongitude: elgbty degieea el 
whidi, in ktitode 60*, cempnted as m geegr^pkiial 
miles, win gfre the resoH of 8,180 mileeas Ibe ettaBt 
M th6 bdundari^ lhi6 between the two states^ Te* 
waf ds the east, Russia is boimded by the Paeifitt, er 
Oriental Ooean, and to the north by the FroMn 
Ocean. Besides this immense eirtent of territory, 
Russia possesses some islands in tile Baltic^ the 
Knriles, Aleatian, and other gveupes- near EiUat* 
diatka, and some establi^ments on th6 noftliwWMt 
coast of America. The Emperor of Russia b also 
King of Inland, that is, of that part of Poland which 
Russia at various times has seised. Tins was eon- 
firmed to him, and the title of kihg giveo, by the con- 
gress of Vienna in the year 1816. 

^e greatest esitent of this empire is from the west 
side of the Isle of Oisel,* at the entrance of the Gulf 
of Riga, to Cape TchoutKbotftk, in Siberiii; tiMtt is, 
(con^trehending the most distant isles,) from the 90th 
to thie lOOtfi degree of east longitude £rom Greenwich : 
consequently it stretches over lyo degrees of l«ngi'> 
tude. Its extent fnnn north to south varies; in 
seme j^aees it begins at Ae 47kh, and terminates at 
^e 71st degree of north hrtitufc; is oiiieB^ «i the 

* strictly speakiqg, the Aland Ukmdt, which lie very near the 
Swedish coast, ibrm the fhmtier of Che RaMiati empfae on tiUa 
Bide: thelhie of their cowt was Milled at the touditeiy tal««Ba 
the twa kingdama by the tteaty of 180a 
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4Mi, iib» 4m^ kad even tke 9Mk dflgree, and Wt^ 
Bakntes st tto 7M or 78th] it» grMtest extent ia 
a southerly direction ie Sd*. 

Thoog^ the name of ^iia^ ie now given lo A» 
ivhole empire, tite appeUatioft wae ^r^fnaUy eonflned 
to twtt distriete; 1. OrtM Rciflsi% which hae ahray» 
hmus thi« name, eiim|irising Motoow^ ykdimir, N«* 
▼ti^pitrod, and the adjaeent tracts of coimtry | and, 
2. White Rusiia, an appdlation long confined to the 
present government of Smolenako, but under which, at 
present, are likewise oompiehended the governments 
of Polotsk «nd Mohilof . The large district toward the 
Ukraine^ Poland^ and Turkey, is s(»netime8 called New 
Bussia. These are the original possessions or very 
early oon^piests of Bussia; but, by the Russian empire 
is likewise understood more recent conquests-^l. The 
kingdom of Casan ; 2. the kingdom of Astrakan ; 3» 
l^beria $ 4. the provinces on the shores of the Baltic 
captured from the Swedes by Peter the Qreat, and, 
very recently, by Alexander ; 5. the countries wrested 
feom Potbnd and Turkey; 6. the Crimea, Cuban, 
Georgia, the government of Caucasus, &c$ 7* the 
Islands in the Eastern Ocean, besides smaller districts, 
and the Islands and settlements in America. 

Peter the Great first divided the empiiie into pro- 
vinocs. Catherine II« made some alterations at the 
cdtamcfttcemiB^t ef her reign ; and she subsequently 
divided the who^e entire into three regions, the 
Bdrth, middle, and south* Each region was sub- 
di«|4|Dd kite gevenoments, and these again into dis. 
tricts, military governors being appointed to each 
government. The Emperor Alexander diminished 
thdr number, so that at present there are military 
governors only at Petersburgh, Finland, Riga, Mo- 
hilof, Grodno, Moscow, Smolensko, Kiew, Caucasus, 
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and Orenbiirgh; there are also civil govemorfe over 
these districts, but they are subordinate to the military. 
There are govemors-geneiral over Tver, Siberia, Per. 
mia. Lesser Russia, and the Taurida; the rest of 
the provinces have each a civil governor. There are 
in the whcde fifty-two governments ; these, however, 
do not comprehend the recent acquisitions in Finland, 
the circle of Bielostosk, and some districts m Gal« 
lida. 

POPULATION. 

An inspection of the map of Russia, as wdl as the 
general account we have given of this empire, vnU 
prevent us from being surprised at the comparativei 
smallness of its population : a dimate excessively o(M 
and ungenial, immense tracts of country unimproved, 
and many of them unimprovable by the utmost akHI 
and labour of man, and the ignorance and barbarism- 
of a large portion of the inhabitants, are drcum- 
stances that cannot possibly co-exist with a numerous 
population. The population of Russia, indeed, has 
increased greatly within the last century; but not, 
as has been the case with the United States of Ame- 
rica, from immigration, or the existence of causes 
particularly favourable to such increase, but abnest 
entirely from accessions of territories which have 
generally'been acquired in fertile districts. The kH' 
lowing table shews the progressive increase ei the 
population of Russia by bir^s, conquests, and tibe 
introduction of foreign colonies, during the last him- 
dred years : • 

* Where there is no number under the census, the statemeot is 
taken from diflOarent statistical works referred jto by Dr. byall in 
his pamphlet on the Military Colonies of Russia. 
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. C^agoM* Year. Number oC peotdew 

1 1722 14,000,000 

*2 1742 16,000,000 

3 1762 20,000,000 

4 1782 28,000,000 

6 1795 36,000,000 

— ••••.. 1807 35,000,000 

6 1811 37,000,000' 

— • 18ia 45,542,000 

J — • ••• 1824 ....60,000,000 

. Of the 4d,542,000 inhabitants which Russia am. 
tained in the year 1B18^ Crome calculates that 
11,000,000 belonged to Siberia; whereas of the 
50,pQ0,Q00 in 1824, Dupin reckons only about 
6,pOQ|000 as inhabit!^ Siberia* In some provinces, 
the births to the dei^ are as 13 to 10,20 to 10, and 
30 to 10. From 1722 to 1792, that is, ,in seventy 
yea|8, the population increased from 14 to 35,000,000. 
It has been calculated, that it has doubled in less than 
half a century. But it is evident,^ tiiat where in- 
erea9e of p(^^ulation, depends almost exclusively oa 
conim^st, there can be no data for such calculation. 

perhaps, in no population of eiqual number in any 
other, part of the earth, is there so great a variety 
of races of people, as the 50,000,000 of the Russian 
empire comprehend. They maybe thus distinguished 
and, divided ^-rl« Those of Slavonie origin: the Rua^ 
siana (properly so called) and the Poles are of this 
r^ce, 2Mid likewMO the inhabitants of Lithuania, Cour. 
Iaii4, ,&c. ; they form the majority of the pq>ulation, 
mmoi»n4ing to about 34,000,00a 2. Germans.: all the 
nobieae and bm^^her* of Finland, Livonia, Esthonia, 
and Courland, are Germans,, as well as most of the 
colonists in the interior and south of the empire i 
with these, as of the same Gothic race, may be 
enumeittted the Swedes who inhabit Finland, and the 
Danes, who infaaMt two of the Baltic isles belonging 
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to Raasler. 3l The Fins : dhese are subdividedt imo 
thirteen tdbes^ the prindpat of whldi are the Fins 
Prq»er fin Finland ; the Etthonlani. and liTcmiaaiSy In 
the gotvmnents of Rigs and Bev^; the La^anden^ 
the Permians, and the Ostianv of the Ob. 4. FM>ple 
of the TAtar race: o£ thcae^ there are nnmenma 
▼arietfes ; Ae chief are, tiie; Tktt», generally ao 
called, who inhabit the Crimea, the soaliiem diitticta 
<tf the Tb^ii, fte;. Ac 5, Cfeatgicmsv OmeaulMM, aAd 
Gtnsuufyam, ft Twphi ot the Motkgdl n^i ^dnem^ 
9te soMitflMf into die Mongols ftopef, wke Idftahit 
die BoaOmtk pKtt of Siberis, th^ Odmte^ sad Ite 
Botuiats. 7. Tfa» Sadioyedt; wmaSo tffba on dl6> 
bortlenr of the Frozeit Oonm. ft The MattthnrMS 
TtmguBes, aitd Lionotes. 9^ The nanade triben^ te- 
tbenotdiand^eaMrtff^tber&L lih Tiukfr aad Amkm* 
ikfans, in MoidBvitt kftd BeBHsrabia* 

The reffgloit of Run!* is that of ihoC^eek Chlluel^ 
but a&odkerrelis^olisaretoleratedy andpMbefliUbWff 
of wondiip. Prior to the niga of Peter the €hw% 
the powtn snd privileges of^ Ae peifiarA of tiie 
Rnttlas were esnessite^ but thait eoftperor itodMid 
thett whhin modeMue and defined liinitH^ Theeleigyr 
9te very mma^ttutf, bnl^ in general^ peer sNdi^gnoMBts^ 
the feeccdar dergy can marry. It is redraned that 
there are nearly 19,tNM> Cathedrals and parish ohlireface 
in the Empire,- besides Aionasteriee and nanneiles. 
Ptoter die Omrt sftd Catherine IL re f e wfcb d the 4h^ 
dpline and moTalt, and cnrtailed the prMlsges ^ 
the dergy in manytespeets. The fllavento pepiihi 
tlon of Russia are all &f the Q*efk rpUgioH; tbeitf 
are also many Ontk Cfartedana hi AsM»MiiSii» aai 
Sfbevfa; 4^ odier seds of ChristhuM ate, BeaMn 
GathoHcsj eontisdngehlefly of die Pioles^ Uthtunimt, 
attd Gerttiani; Im^erani^ and Anftsniqat ThcM 
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Miion^^ tiw 6«oc«iteiiv CtMg<iMt> Ckmmknmj md 

Tile Skumtitti k ikm fcwwhufan «f A« Bawliw 
lMi8«i^; it^igfao imm\Mkf f iw <>» OUdgv tfi» 

«# «11 Aer o(l«^l0Bgi]agi» «€ Suropes tfaer* arvtiiiMTte 

ciMioiMHitSy t» to pHjatwuuwi Ipy n AMlgll*^ TSiv 
RiMliMt iMigiHigv ifllttl0 kaoimlor tfitftwfetf Bb^ 
rdpe) nor lu» if tfll laMijriNMtt nMMh toltiTataAi* 
lloMilfl ilMtf, lit «mB9%}imm9i ibi Oevmn yr#yi<H«y 
■1^ gimflvidly aMMig' <1m Mgfc<r mA M lw i i / gin— 
laftMerly, k<y#cw«f,^ Bwrtm Mtwin i m bw bigmi «» 
flourish, and it hfts ttMltti prooUP «r rkskatiB Bid 
i«i(^M^ te ttt poMvy; It waaU k« tmliMrattlag 
«a4 AloiMf^ eftdle» to citinMMte 111* la^^o^ 
iiifltt«fiMi» tdhm icMMted thMogfa tt» MtMkok «i»» 
(1^ f of tlitf tliree grMt «ad dMiift batbaiie Mktkii» 
te AtiBtie IBoMift, lAie T4c«m, Moagokiy anA Ttmu 
^tnM, the ktngttagetf are fadkaUf diitiraiif* 

PHYSICAL GEOGIBIAPUY. 

Iff a Mufttiy ttr^tdil&et ficn tfav Fnaan Ombh «» 
#i« maiAi Saa, gtaat tfranitf of dimaie aMit hm 
expected : but a very imperfect and •arfottoooa -anticm 
of^edfittaiv of tMB mplrvwittlia iMmiecl, if the 
Jtiiatt of its latlctide idone are rg|ga«ted« It is wefi 
ftnoim,a»t4lieweMaftt alia of i^ooastiyoflen enjaya 
» ttlMef, ^Mih a ttotstar eObiaia Aan &« mm mu 
side; and that fMer tte saloa pasailel of latit«ia» 
Smuabe ft0m Hht sea inemuM tha savetity «f tiM 
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GHmate. Henoe, in proceeding nnder any paraUel oC 
latitude, from the western < limits of the Roman em«< 
pire across Europe into Asiatic Russia, tha cold it 
found gradually to increase; so that Siberia, a^eat 
part of which lies within the same parallels of latitude 
as Great Britain, experiences a degree of cold scaicely 
endurable, and very many degrees above that esp^ 
rienced in this coun^, e^en for a few days, in thet 
most sevfire winter. Perimps, the de^ee of odd 
often eicpmieBGed on the Ixnr^rs of tiie Black Sea» 
though not BO great, is more unaooountaMt. not doe& 
it seem to admit oi a 'satislJMStory explanation^ from, 
the want of UuMttaMfidid influences on climateipso* 
duced by improved ctdUy n t io Bu It is pliun,'bowevecv^ 
that the severity of the Russian climate in the central 
parts of the empire, and its comparative ooHness even 
in many of its southern districts, must be ascribed to 
immense forests and un^tdned land. < 

European Russia may be genorally cliaoaeterised as 
a champaign country, consisting, for the most port, 
of plains, or. stepp^s, |of innnense extent : these are, 
in general, dry and healthy. Some of them, in the 
southern districts, are elevated. considerably above the 
level of the sea; but in the northern and eastern 
parts of Asiatic Russia, the plains, which occupy 
a very large tract, are marshy. Forests of great 
extent are common, especially between Petersbmgh 
and Moscow, near Hoscow, and in the southern parts 
of Asiatic Russia. 

The rivers of Russia are vary numerous and kutge, 
though comparatively few of th^n communicate 
directly with any of the great oeeans of the globe. In 
European Russia, the Volga, that falls into the Cas« 
plan, and divides, for 'a great part of its ooursq^ 
Eurc^ and Asia; the Don, or Tanais, which falli 
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into the Sea of Aoof ; tlie Dnieper, or Boryitheoes, 
which falls into the Euxine ; the Bneister, whtdi 
falls into the siime sea ; the Dwina, which falls into 
the Gnlf of Archangel $ the Dona, which flows into 
the Baltic ; and the Neva, which fidls into the Gulf 
of Finland; — are the lai^est and most oelehrated. 
Several of the rivers in Asiatic Russia approach, in 
magnitude and in the length of their course, any 
others on the glohe ; but these rivers, also, in general, 
cmiduct to seas unapproachable by navigation or com- 
merce. The Ob, which is the largest, flows into a 
gulf of the same name that joins the Arctic Ocean. 
The same ocean receives the Lena and Y^sci, both 
rivers of a long course and great magnitti^, ^hile 
the Sea of Baikal receives the Selenga. The lakes 
and inland seas of Russia are numerous, and some of 
them very large : the diief lakes of European . Rus- 
sia are in the north-west ; namely, those of Onega 
and Ladoga; to the south-west is the X<ake of 
Peipouss ; near Novogorod, the Lake of Bmen ; in 
the same government is the Bmlo, or White Lake. 
There are also several lakes near the rise of the 
Volga. Some of the lakes in Asiatic Russia are 
so immense, that they desa-ve and have received the 
appellation of seas : of these, the Caspian is the most 
celebrated and extensive. Another remackable.de- 
tadied sea is that of Baikal in Siberia. Inthenorth/- 
eni part of this district of Asiatic Russia is the Lake 
of Piasinsko ; and between the Ob and the Irti^ is 
a large lake, nearly half the size of the BaikaL 

From the general description already given of the 
face of the country in European J^ssia, it will be evi. 
dent that Hitoes not abound in mountains : the most 
important are those of Olonetz ill the north, and those 
of Ural, which divide Europe froip Asia. In Asiatic 
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as i^mkik- 



«■< «KtciiA. The fna ii i Ktoi ' iy.^ X2«ii«ifHS, i|i jj^ 

23i* imniufimtBPeg si JLuiaa a^ f«r and uxusi- 
^pirtaaft: lier smvf pfo^uoo, or .«Bdi artidBa^wJiejiuin) 
Ikde'flluByiQdiisirjr, ai>d capital to ^ tbew for tb^ 
4Me4)ftiia3^^(ttilit«|ei(he4pun;e8.of hiervfaltlu p^ 
icowm^see iy aw 10 caffte^ on in tlie ^aNc and ^ 
JSodmeji ^ tui» ito a eofusidaiable jtrynnMjne ma.« 
ammseiai^ Ctspwa: b^r lan4 .co irw i« rep » $49fh 
ipaUf with X^riMMia* Persia, and Uunju 

l!hu:l]rie£, fencval 0ket«h «£ the itossiAii .«vip«e 
miXL moMo our zieadaifs to 4x«ie v^th Jnare ixijtei^^st 
4Did adim«iage to the iMmaal ^of the routes in .vwioiis 
4lnciioiiB,i^iiif;hwe are i^bou^to describe^ Jn.trids^ 
4lieieiMmtea,^ o|)poiitiu»ttes \^ill bf aftbcded of entec- 
f^ folly into a»ofit'o£ ihoae sulijaotB of which 1^ baae 
jiear^gben only.a hMtjr outline, and ^ iayii^g befbcp 
(oor rmden a isi^iM and aceusa^ piolure ,«f BwNiia 
«»d its liJhabltaiitA, andi aa ith^ at §fe»mt ^idpit- 

'Tbe tEno peiodpid/cifeies f^ thw raitt eny^it^^ai^e St* 
^elMsrsbuigh/andJSfQiciowv; ^ lattfsr itt^pdei^Kt, ^the 
^NmMT its ^modern oapitaL 1!he route between .tbios^ 
4t^die^Bost?frequaatedAnd.'the]iiostifla^ ihoi}|^ 

fnoi the most ^ntesestinif wid f<bw?aat«riitic» m ^^ 
>wMa eo^ira. A dasfirip^en «f fthese roo^tala ^•and 
of this jsaaketnill, thtntfnia» olumiOiiF £]^fattfiffig(lo«> 

St. PET(K&S3jmtoH .]8j»ituatttd on the banks of the 
Nav;^ at its mouthy and .at the. eastern e^d^remity of 
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ft«ib ddes of tlbat niwyr, llici fitvAtion it law md 
Jesod.: it is iSasaA^^sm^mo^ to conaidei»bls inundations 
item dSbti w»%en of 4h« fge^ $aA thoM of the £v«W4 
Hhe flMst *mtamm^iamf mA. defltrwiuw of these we 
4hfdl fffMcntfy neties. Tke l^krm iaam an angle 
flriiAPe ^ dtf is bullt^its aMvrse iwiaiiigiicst j^^ 
4i«id, wd ^dien ^v«iiM?w»rd. la this .aq^^ on «lle 1^ 
JhMtli of liie siirar^ is sitiiiltedilie moat aensidendde poc 
ftioa lof fit. BsAeralMiii^ in« ^Mw a^firoai^air il^ 
"• triangle. .Thes^<de«iiiy is«di^dfidintoj£:rej^artS3 
^faeikdoiiiiilty'Qwuner^ theVaaaiUOstMr^Qrialaadi 
jiha lalond ^of at. J^el«wta$rh ^ the ^istsiet of Wi- 
teir|^4 Mid «*he tFooaadre^ ^^iiarter. The islands <tf 
& .Betenbiiiigh and VassiU asa insulated tcacts on 
i^mtA of ^e woR, wid •onstitute ihe sit^ of the 
^awghial hnfldings^ the ciity« 31»€||B fi^edistricts 4yre 
snbdivided into eleven smaller divisions, over each 
4tf*iahi<^ Js^tacada-mi^ ef foUs^aMfotedify^sewal 



Jia tfity in Mmn^^ iaiMiant >tft Aodem, aqMs 
^a. ^etenlmrgh ^ ttbe ^vridlh tond vwihuaty of its 
jiftMafeBt: fthis ilhwraoter hekmgs «e¥ea to the nldeit 
^Barters ^ it. Tim AdnmUiir ;9 the iwst eh^gant 
flod jfiMhianahle divisloni triune aftraets 4hsai;ga in 
jafai|^'jya0%«aflk'tff-iKhi(A^4sitm>«nulas m 4aiigth» 
Jfaij,gaBiftEiil9 aheianif and jronf^pnl >8tiMAs me lataiv 
aaetad :at Angular .itoacai. ^ csntallvr ^maa. In 
<iie <oid ^dtttraaia, jpitfrianla% w tjl^e VaMiU ^Ostsoa; 
Jhaaaoaaa many iwoodaiK^hoiisesj; •and in the snhnrbs, 
Aeae gre.many ifflweas >n»aBciipied iy it yrildin gi. imi- 
Ipivvsments ^and :ad^iion!^ howeirer, wb» constantly 
gmng :oa; and^aa Jhe <dd htmsas deoiiQF^ new ones of 
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brick tare built : Stone edifices are very rare, though 
the stucco with which the brick is covered andoma- 
mented, gives them very much the appearance of stoae. 
The roofs of most of the houses are flat, and covered 
with iron or copper ; tiles, fcn-merly common for this 
purpose, are now seldom employ^. The timber houses 
are generally built of round baJks ; the outsides cased 
with boards and painted : they cannot by law be more 
than one story with a cellaring. The brick houses 
usually consist of only two stories: most of them 
have a basement 8t(Hry, raised a Utde above the pave* 
ment ; this isitften built of granite, and is occuf^ed 
by the servants^ or let out for shops. From the low 
situation of the town, the streets, except in frost, are 
wet and marshy ; thby are mostly paved with stime, 
though some are fltill covered with planks, ^le original 
rude covering; there is a- foot pavement, which, 
even whto the venire df the streets is little bettte 
than a morass, is dry and comfortaUe for ^oot*^pai- 
«engers. 

What is called the first Admiralty quarter, is the 
smallest but most elegant division of Peter^bfurglK 
Within its circuit are twenty^tiifee structures of ihe 
first magnitude. Of these, the imperial winter palace 
is the most celebrated. It is 460 feet long, 38ebroad, 
and 70 high ; but it is more remarkable 'for its siae 
than for its lirefaitectuie : in it is deported an immense 
variety of curious and costly works of all descriptions. 
Connected "withit, by means of a covered gallery,* it 
the hermitage, a spacious edifice, so called from its 
being the scene of imperial retirement : it was bo^ 
by Catherine II., and contains a valuable coUection tC 
paintings, including the collection of Houghton House^ 
the loss of which, as Mr. Coxe justly remarks, every 
lover of the arts must sincerely regrety--a lilmtry, and 
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^am Hois m jm^ tonoe t i^ k ^k/m »u>nf^ h^, 
M» lloiKWnwst .Cjf ^rimtfi, ^ AiipeiiKkruqtur^ of gi^ 

mv^j dfiowa^ m^ jpobwun fkud pl9«t9^ of ji 
iCtiifliqib «Miri)le. ^otUa« in iihe «i;(eri«r pffpgffljp 
itei^ ^ f^ .&y» iln^ 4«koiie ^ me^l : .«JI^ windoFr 
^oMMes m^ fi£ )mi»Uf^y 99M^f4s ii>s^ ^^9Q^ xfi^ 
mm l}«r9, jip^ ii i09tv^^ ^t ^j^^q^t .o(^a[i^. 7Jb0 
9fhoh Joqpos jm oil^kn^ qo^^r^ng^e. U is sM^u^$^ on 
J|jii».wi»y of tbo J^i^; ^i^ :l^ ilb^ pruici]^ %fKte 

jp^d liftH^ l»»d mi tiQfi(tHN^Q^ly>gF»«id9r)e^tiQ4. |( 
«•(§ ImlU 4tl0Uia% for Qret^vif ^Ji/eW* m^ .^ to 
fygro^mffiA of .<7iltlmi«0 11,, jMld at ;)iif 4l^«^ /q^@Q^ 

«jfaitb#iC«U6|9ei)f £»iimg»j»IM«i, lil^^fi«^-qti^ttl» to 

to ^ty» i» #»t ^ &^ ifmfii A% ¥!»■ i^g:un tUy 

i^i]|^jtoi|iai^^tl«c^>itoit^fs%mtnt M gvw»t#, iiM 
to . 8ii|«a9troelwe .pf dftarbb, iiMp^^ ^MAd poiQ^inqri 
Mkorithki And yntoni It <iii»9 .9ni» of ,to ;IM^ ' 
#f JRii^ (to finuh It vith ilirick* •SE'be :to^« 4tr9lglHi 
ling, tapd .boautiifiiA ttOBOdi of »|iisj%pftr$<y «f • to 1mm 
Juire .>«^ ^akendy 'neniip|i«d: ftl^cry fm ^(^ jmr 
ipecftiKH^jlMsaiiiB ffop jWoU spy ^««0A to ;9ilded 
9II>9e 4if 'toAdwirahy. titfddbfHS^, toNtir^jMKtiHMt* 
toftiiti to flMst )iwMtol>)t^ itow iip 4n it ,q|ily qo» 
IMh itiam>f jmA d% in #t Wt M^ >fip ^j^id* ^fgiii^ .m 
CMord iStsKSt in JU^pfk^n. >^*'3P|i#^m^iMir«w Mt^ 
•nd^e^tofw^" obsei^T^jl^tQwIi, ^S?$)tt<^ Me mofitly 
i^Mid logitor mtikmmifm$% .qoQ«MPisSiie;i.a^$pnr 
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fiuenoe of people, and such a constant bustle, that 
give it a consequence that is wanting to most i>art8 
of St. Petersburgh. Bnt, though the Nevski per- 
spective is so remarkable for all these advantages, it 
becomes infinitely more so in the sight of the philo- 
sophical spectator, as the monument of a wise and 
enlightened t<deratkm. One church here is con- 
catenated with another: Protestants, Catholics, liu- 
therans, Armenians, and Greeks, have in this street 
th^ several churdies beside and facang each other.'* 
The celebrated equestrian statue of Peter the 
Orea* is in this quarter : it is the work <^ Falconet, 
a Fr^ich statuary, and is in every respect one of the 
noblest specimens of art which the last century pro- 
duced. It is of a colossal size. The emperor is repre- 
sented crowned with laurel, in an Asiatic vest, his 
right hand in the act of blessing his people, his 1^ 
holding the reins : he is mounting a precipice,' the sum- 
mit of which he has nearly reached ; and the horse is 
rearing on his hind legs. The immense weight of the 
statue is ingeniously contrived to be supported by the 
full and flowing tail of the horse slightly touching a 
brcmze serpent. The pedestal, a redclish graiiite, is 
formed of a stone which, though upwards of 1,600 tons 
weight, was brought to Petersburgh from a morass 
about nine miles distant. In its original dimensions 
it was forty-two feet long at the base, thirty-six at 
the top, twenty-one thick, and seventeen high ; — ^^ a 
bulk g^reatly surpassing in weight the most boasted 
monuments of R<Mnan grandeur." Its size, however, 
was necessarily diminished, in order to form a perfect 
station for the statue. This magnificent monument 
is not spoiled by an elaborate or pompous eulogy. The 
simple and concise inscription, '^ Catherine II. to 
Peter I.,'* admirably corresponds to the diaracter 
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of' the man to whom it is dedicated, the materiali 
of whidx it is foimed, its xnagnitude, design, and 
execution. 

As we recede from this centre of magnificence and 
]uxary,the city assumes a more calm and common 
appearance. The chief public edifices of the second 
Admiralty quarter are, the new court stables, the coU 
lege o£ medicine, and the opera-house. Two of the 
most considerable Greek churches are also within the 
precincts of this quarter; that of Notre Dame of 
Cazan, and that of St. Nicholas. The former on 
several accounts merits a particular description. It 
was originally built. in 1734 by the Empress Anne; 
the dome was then of wood, and its architecture ill 
corresponded to that of more modem edifices erected 
near it ; being, moreover, considered as the cathedral 
church of Petersburgh, in whidi the Russian sove^ 
xeigns returned thanks to the Deity for the prospereua 
events of their reigns, .-^ it was determined to leboili 
it in a manner^ and on a scale more s^pffeapsiate to ita 
character and peculiar use. Aceordingly, tbdrJbsu 
peror Paul, in 1800, ordered plans fiir this purpose 
to be submitted to him : that of a Russian architect 
was approved of ; but the death of that emperor oc- 
curring, the execution devolved on Alexander. Ten 
years were employed in the building, and it was con- 
secrated on the 15th of September, ]Sll» In every 
respect it is magnificent and riclu the door heiffre the 
principal altar, and the balustrade around it, are o£ 
massy silver. The jaspers and marbles of Olonetz and 
Siberia are employed in great profusion, both in th^ 
form of mosaic and in other ornaments. Its extmor is 
very rich and beautiful : there is a colonnade of one 
hundred and fifty columns of the Corinthian order ; 
their bases and chapiters are of cast iron. The porw 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i5co h aUlohied #i6i^ ivfo broniii liUivtei df €Re arc^w 
angels, Cthhtitii Had Midia^. The pHMn^ diftertiitf 
door is likewise <^ bronze : it is a perfect co]^ of ^fe^ 
ttmkms door of the ^rtbedrhl of Flo^ei^. Et«ry 
article atad tiiaierad efifijilo^ed ifi^ tt(# c6nMAI^Btioti^ MS 
ornamei^in^ of this chi#ch it tl^^ |^oducl£6ftf H( €fii& 
Ibs^aii empin!^^ and^ alntost fdl' the artiste, ifr^it^t^,* 
^interiC, and itenfptors wer6 RnttiiaiM. fi H rich iat 
^eciotis^ Mtieg, taid lift gold atMl tiWtfr ve«ieb, <!b« 
gift* of thef imperiaa fflfirWIy. 

The h^w Bahk, perhfajiis the^ inoit ^fe^aSAft buiUFTn^ 
itt Sfc Petcrsbtrfgh, is^ the* |Wncipa! *ttame« of tW 
*ard AAnir^' qttart^i'. Its ardrftecture la' ^wtfif 
grantf, thte wo!plHAa!nihip of the Vfe*y first oi'der: Hrf 
iM)f i^ tove^ed i^ith jilaidr of Iroh. It Consists of {hr6cf 
distinct cbmpiaftmeht^ t iw6 coteieS. condors cd fa necC 
the thaiA fmildintgf wHh the ifide edifice^. . 

Thel VasnH Dstroff' i^ ih«j largest isHnft W Hi^ 
Neva. Only flie etotem and ^smidlchr part is rafoU 
tiled; thef rest is covfered With gardens, tfee*, stntf 
morasa. Three principal streets traverse thia iiAaitd 
fi'bfn east to west, and these are inter^ted ai right 
angles by twelve smidler onesi Thi« divisioit Is ih«; 
seat of odmmerce and df learAin^, thef Exdtan^' kad 
the Academy of StSenc^^ being in it The! Mtildiiig 
in Which the meetings of the latteSr art held, is k i^drf. 
elegant structure.. Th^ edifices of the HriHu^^H 
corpa are also ih this island. ToWttfdH the hS6 Hf 
' St. I^etersburgh ar« the Cu^tdriif.lidtlse ind ^h HtW 
Ei^diange ; th^ latter Was finished in the reign €ir ft^ 
^^sseiit emperbi*. The Luthei^ churcir <tf St. Ctteii€^ 
rinfe, designed partly (tctih the ihbdel of #t>f ^^niple 
of ([Uncord, 15 the mo^t remarkable tbi liM khMtHi^dte 
m thirf division of the cftjr. 

The Petersbnrgh i|uaf ter coit^htiM M MffetA Itiandii, 
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» of which are little built upon. The Petenlmrgb 
iiiland contains the first wooden cottage of Peter the 
Great. This he ordered to be built in the beginning 
of the year 1703, when he gave* the island the naipe 
of St. Petersburgh, from which the new metropolis 
took its name. The hut is low and small : over it 
is erected a brick building on arches to preserve it 
from the weather. '^ Near it was soon aftervifards 
constructed another wooden habitation^ but larger 
and more commodious, in which Prince Mentchikof 
resided, and gave audience to foreign ministers. At 
a small distance was an inn, much frequented by 
the courtiers and persons of all ranks, to which 
Peter himself on Sundays, after Divine service, fre* 
quently repaired, and would there drink with Im 
suite and others who happened to be present, as spec- 
tators of the fire-works and diversions which were 
exhibited by his orders." * As soon as this emperor 
had extended his conquests to the shores of the Baltie, 
he erected a fortress on a small island at the mouth 
of the Neva : this, which is sometimes regarded as a 
8q>arate quarter, more properly belongs to the Peters- 
burgh quarter of the town. MHien this fortr^ waa 
built, the island contained only a small hamlet, eon- 
sisting of a few fishermen's huts. An Author who 
was in Russia at that period informs us, ^^ that the 
labourers were not furnished with the necessary to<^, 
as pickaxes, spades, shovels, wheelbarrows, plankfl, 
and the like ; notwithstanding which, the work went 
on with such expedition, that it was surprising to see 
the fortress raised within less than five months, 
though the earth, which is very scarce thereabouts^ 
was, £or the greater part, carried by the labourers 
in the skirts of their clothes, and in bags n^ade of 

• Coxe'5 T»v^ in Ruisia, vol. ii. p> S39. 
c2 
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tMgi sbA fM matt, fte iito oT ^IMlNMvrtrt Mtc^ 
Miin tilikiio#i< td thesA.^* • 

rtht) Wiborglt 4|iittrt«r M MfOiv AimI ifl its vj^fbat- 
atioct thaii any of tde oHife^ Miiee, IM^e O^S Mreet 
Albng tli« right biUik of ihS N6va, H 1« jiriiiGiiMaiy 
oecttpM 1^ tHe tottiigtis of die }>6teaiitry s th«lre are 
aeVeHMeris two fprHhd maMidM wtihin its j^ediA^. 
desiSeS the g<^t nlilitary hospital Aninded by Pete^ 
«h« On^; aiid toitife other ptibUe btiildihgii bf kiss 
Aifll^iiilde, it idSd contains «» #haif for mett^u^- 
#Hips.' The division of ihH Foundry is sd eiOled fronf 
i foiindry establiMiea <hercj : Ihe most rcamiAiddlJ 
Mifiote and establishments id it are, thfe Iri^tiite of 
Cat^eHhfe^ for the edacation of young lad}#, the octti- 
f ent ot th^ Rekirrectioii fof the sam^ i^rpose^ Hid 
great magatiiicj fof spiHtiidiiS liquorii tod salt, tfa^ 
fobildry al^eAdy ifientioned, the ai^nsl, and the 
Taiirida p^ikdHi This^ origiiially the pantheon df 
Princ^ Potdtbkin, #^ ptirdhased Oil his death by Ca. 
itoiilfe for her autiimhal palace^ : it is rem^kabld for 
its rast galltiri^, it^ wihier garderi, lis Eilgiish ^. 
dt^h, aiid its ^tto forthed 6f niirhirs; The cdht^i 
of St; Al^^iafader N^sky adorhi this qiiafter *, it oon^ 
tiUhii a^itrtMehi^ fair Sixty rtlipUkJ^, a huge d^^liii^ 
foir ihe Archbishop of P^te^ur^, a ieihinary, ^ 
Ajdrbheti, a iS^hifetery, dnd a g^ardeh; 

The opposiit} dirisidni 6f St. Fetdnftmrgh, situ^t^ 
oh tech dde tt( th^ N^yit, inf« toiiiiticUiA by j^diiidoil^f 
ctr badges of bbats. Ther iiMit^ ^ hikyfe OMAf dtes 
Msribed^ are fctiteed by tVdbi^dhes Of this river. Or^ 
the nudn ktream, wMck is dOled the Gh^i Ne^ 
Aerd arfe two brid^ of pontoons i the one whidi ton- 
lieetH thii firit Admiralty (^Uartef with the Vagsitf 
Oktifftif, is IdO fkththi& long, ahd rests bh twenty4>ne 
• PmyS Si^ or ktiMs, ToL I. ii. 300. 
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htSiff^ eMi hM iii HH place hf two ni^heH. Tke 
ffiechaniflin of lOlilito^ bridged h s(y iimpfo, thai tftey 
can be HSkai td ^ieb^ bi leail thtti fW6 ttoitfi. TMH 
is dtme ttb toDh at the titfMug ice at the h^Jiidng of 
Ae winter oomei dti^n : ndieil Ihe iee iii fited, tiiey 
fth$ iigttiii pt ii|» ^ Uid afe taken dd#ii a itoocma time 
At Hhe bre«adi^ np o^ the ioe in tprm^i 1^ the iee^. 
whidk odittimiet firm, and capable of tiippartiilg any 
weight for fire at siit months, forms the prihei|N^ 
coitBSttinlcatioh in Printer between the different 
qnaiters of the dty. SerenJ plans hare been formed 
Ibr the election of a permanent bridge actoSs the 
Neta^ but the practical^tj of sndi a meastire seemi 
terf doiibtiitil. A waU, palapet^ and paremeht of 
heiHi bftthite, fttretdi alon^ the toath bittik of the 
Kera foi* thi^ miles. Hii^ tfttoctore, which formii 
the qoaf, is 6he iif the moit striking ^d #tn|ilendotti 
works hf whidi ihift dty of magnificent bttikUiigl ii 
diaracterised. The southern portioh of PeteiesbUi^ 
H divided, not by the iirei', bnt by canab^ sottie of 
Whit^ have also been embanked in a dmilar manneh 
llie gfeat triangle of edifices on the left side Of the 
Hirer til intersected by three principal canaU ; these 
ftvrin irregolar semidi^es, one Within another. The 
Hoikil forms the smallest semicarde^ ihe Kilt^nM 
li^nal einbhices thl^ i and Uie Fontanka iiidndes both; 
Tlie Moikii nms qttlte ibMngh the heikit of the dty, 
faft the tnids); of Uid dtost £requeiited diitriists ; this ii 
« disadfimtag^ ahd to eye-soi^, a« it* bed is tiiaDow, 
bi BOtae pU<ie* hefariy dieted Up with iniid; end, 
beilii; drcuitoii*, the stHiets dn each Hide of it IU« 
conM^ilently nahlow and incohvebient. There are 
•everttl Wooden bridges over it Its sides were lined 
wi& timber till the reign of Aletaiidek-, who caused 
them to be formM of granite. This canal wal formed 
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by. the emperor's order. The Katarina canal, ori- 
ginally a swamp rivulet, was constructed by the 
empress whose name it bears : its sides are lined with 
granite, and along th^n is a convenient and hand, 
some foot-pavement : it is connected with the Neva 
by the Nicolai canal. There are several bridges over 
. it, some of which are draw-bridges. The Fontanka 
canal is by far the handsomjest, and is, indeed, one of 
the greatest curiosities in St. Petersburgh ; it was origi. 
nally, like the others, a useless and unwholesome marsh- 
rivulet. It rises from the Neva, at the extremity of 
the summer-garden, and, after having traversed the 
whole city, terminates in the Gulf of Finland : it is 
3,009 fathoms long, from 10 to 12 broad, and upwards 
of a fathom in depth. Both its banks are lined with 
granite ; eight bridges of stone cross it. The fine 
walk along its banks, the excellence of its water, and 
the breadth of the streets which line it, have caused 
many princely mansions to be built adjoining it. 

The situation of St. Petersburgh, on the Gulf of 
Finland and the banks of the Neva, is very favouraUe 
to commerce, and advantageous in other respects ; but 
these advantages are in some measure counterbalanced 
by evils arising from that very situation. It is ex- 
posed to dreadful inundations, occasioned 'chiefly by a 
west or south-west wind, which, blowing directly from 
the gulf, prevents the exit of the Neva, and occasions 
a vast accumulation of water. If the westerly wind 
continues for some time, the water rises ten feet 
above its level; at five feet, it overflows only the 
western part of the town, in those places where there 
is no embankment; but only the easternmost parts 
escape when the waters rise to ten feet. These floods, 
however, are in general less alarming and destructive 
than formeriy, owing principally to the gradual 
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r^tortf , WA9 before ihe^ «ft^ T^as h«ilt, in K9k The 
m^^ffefA M tba« period M!tt M^ have lUen tsva^t/very 
ft^ y«ite^ €hk %h6Ht ^ov^xAhet^ 1796, f]i:« tMfMntf 
fti^ fligta feH two iB^^e* « to t&» 2d Obt<4i«ir, 1752, 
eijS^ i^ ftire i^^«8. Oh Sieptember !•, I7t7, ilvere 
w^ d d^etklftd MiHiA»tl<ni, in oo6s6<iiheiio» of a viokn^ 
Bifyrm of #hid froM t^e w«B€ aifid so^tli-wesU Iri 
^I6f ^fhil «ti'66tt, tlij^" iMrent #aB fOOJF feel and a lialf 
4tbp, find ^ piWetftd^ ihat it catiMi before H leveral 
bf&ildiff^ aftd l^d^fe^i ilie VafldK O^^^off and ftbe 
IslaCnd of Si Feie^rAHXrgfi^ plurtlctilarfy tirffi«»ed. tH 
l)^^^E(f^ at flte lit ^ rnornli^^ aboM sel^en, tiie Wkid 
sliifein^ ta4detAy to tSie nord^west, tbv flood fi^ as 
Rtpii% as it ikad arisete. FOr a ^horl iBne^ ^ riter 
i^we teh feet above its oi^nftry Met 

111 conse^eiioe of this i^randatiori, pNieisajttiatitarf 
iiie«8utes KaVe beeh taken to %am the inhabitants of 
ll^ kpjfHjtiMhg evil : the height of the water is regn- 
Intif marked. Whenever it rises above its banks at 
ihe motxth of the great Neva, notiee is given by three 
distinct filings of cannon, Repeated atl intervals as the 
datigei' increases s five camion are also ^red at thtf 
Admiralty tiattery ; and from its stee]^ by day, four 
white ^1^ itte di^^yed, by i^f^t four lanterns, 
tlie tfeBM of the churdtes t^ng at the same l^me^ 

Ah flMMf pftomtiOns, however^ wens' inAdeqnate €9 
pfeS^Hl» th^ dty &om a meet dreadful eiilamity in 
Noveiiiber 1624. *« Oh the n%ht Of the lOth of that 
n6ohth, so iitoiig a westiji'ly #lnd impeded the eiirrerif 
(nfm ihe Ladoga I/ed^, that the ?4«va and the eatfalif 
I'OM^ to atfi diiMBkml height, aiid hu«t^ wtM hung out 
at^Ohitd th^ Adteh^y Steeple to warh people tioi 
W a^Hp Hi tbftif HNt^t ap«ita«ttts,-^a sigAil WfMt 
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castom has familiarised them to. Early on the next 
day, the waters had so risen, that the white flag was 
hung out, and guns were fired to admonish the dty of 
its danger. It was soon too apparent that these admo- 
nitions were necessary ; the Neva rose so as to inundate 
the whole city, and the confusion and destruction 
became indescribable. Vehides of all descriptions, 
says a private letter, were now seen hurrying home- 
wards, or to the bridges, or to some rising ground, 
with the water over the wheels ; people were also seen 
wading through it up to their waists ; in a short time, 
only a courier here and there appeared on horseback, 
their horses scarcely able to keep their heads above 
the water. At one o*dock on the 19th, nothing was 
to be seen on the Grand Place and in the streets, 
but wooden barks, empty boats, sentry-boxes, timber, 
furniture washed from the houses, bread, and various^ 
kinds of provisions, all floating in ponfused masses on 
the boisterous surface; wooden houses were seen 
floating up the river, most of the inhabitants of whidi 
had perished! Even the churchyards experienced 
an additional desolation. In the Smolensko quarter 
of the town, the coffins were washed out of their 
graves, and the dead bodies were cast up from their 
quiet habitations. Numbers had struggled up pillars, 
to the tops of the trees, and on the highest eminences, 
and were gradually saved from the fate of their com- 
panions by a few boats, which literally plied above the 
roofs of many of the houses ! An eye-witness says, 
' On Saturday the 20th, at daybreak, I went out to 
view the effects of this catastrophe. I found the quay 
of the Neva blocked up with timber, broken barges, 
galliots, and vessels of various descriptions, which had 
carried with them the pillars ani lamp-posts of the 
lu>Qses, and had broken in the windows, and otherwise 
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cUmaged the edifloes on the quay. The large hlodcs 
of granite, of which the parapet is composed, were 
thrown over. The St. Isaac's, the Toochkoff, and 
summer-garden bridges, were broken away from their 
anchors, and dispersed and destroyed. Many of the 
streets were so choked up with their timber, as to 
be ahnost impassable. In the Vassili Ostroff quarter, 
where most of the houses are of wood, the destruction 
was immense; whole dwellings were hurled from 
their foundations, some of which were found at a 
considerable distance from the spot on which they 
stood, with the dead bodies of their unfortunate in. 
habitants within ; others were broken into pieces on 
the spot, and some of them have been so totally 
destroyed, that not a fragment of them remains.' 
Wooden barracks with many of their inmates were 
totally overwhelmed: an entire regiment of cara- 
bineers who had climbed up the roofs of one of them; 
all x>erished I Eight thousand dead bodies had been 
already found, and multitudes were carried by the 
retreating waters down the Ghilf of Finland ; many, 
also, were supposed to remain buried in the ruins of 
- their habitations. Of course, many instances of indi. 
vidual affliction during the rapidity of the inundation 
must have occurred : the following seems to us par- 
ticularly affecting. A lady and diild in a carriage 
were in a dangerous situation, when a cossack riding 
by, observed her distress, and stopped ; she entreated 
him at all hazards to save the child ; he took it from 
the carriage window, but in a few minutes his horse 
slipped, and they both perished ; soon afterwards, the 
lady, with her servants, horses, and baggage, were 
overwhelmed in the waters. When we state the 
loss of human beings as already ascertained to have 
amounted to upwards of 8,000, it may seem almost 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 mmA^ 

Iproper^ri 'bmt /Qftny qf iS^oiie wj^ have egcafMid lin^ 
iood w» ikiQiiied, 19 the yrpql^pf |^ir 9II, v>/9gnabii^ 
ibe HMre jt«di««8 mocMili^.i^ i^ii»^ All tb^ pi39^i- 
«icpi m :(he city hnd be(^ i^ore or le»f d^i^figed, an^ 
the Uoft^ Mi set Ml 89 ^eve^y, th«t nay VJf^ly firao? 
pea wm A>i>aiclered .i^nHit) ;U>peMft. The eiuihange 
had hefin £ti.ed .«p to rooei^ 4,009 ikdbsq^s; .^d such 
ef Ijie |»uVUc buUdingi aa ^s^ped, ^ere c^ned for ^ 
xeQ4>ti«QL of lihe homoleyt. 5nie ^umh^ jof tfhwf 
(0 .he}mid fall yr«q((at 4x4cvLl»t40iM Our rcttd^n OMqr^ 
hffMOBver, Ibnn mhw iaJi^t idea of jt i^«i the fnot, 
Ihat iv^vole ?iitl4get la tho nei^bourhood ^f 4rhe «ty 
had ahnopt .e^tirdy djisff^ftcfu^ : 0^ ^niUi^owJ^^ «o$ 
a (truoe ^-emaiaed ! The i«;^>Qri4 .^^pb^shnE^em^ ^ 
jCroastadt suffered gije^y^ rand the ^^eet sustained 
iRtaparable damage: a 9hi|^ ef 4)l^ J^undred ,gaD$ 
wm iefjt 4n the middle of ,00^ ,of 1^ ipuneij^ 
f|«eets i In the hnpertid ^rq^ manufaetory at K!i9^ 
Iharinoff, j^ wortoep jH^nibf^; jsnd Wt of e|£^^e(^ 
harrfwkp, AO ^#aa tlwn ^%eQn were washed i^yrayf 
Suoh are » ;l^v, aiWl hut^a iew, ^ the r^siU^ of i^ 
dvfiadful.indmty- ,AlexapderFJw?k;MrifiP'yi<i»ip 
flf jihe4flmejtoKi^pala490FM<^f»; w^»lmim 
for hwmao amhHloa.! ,Afew^»Bs^b«^b^a9iem9^9Wr 
as^QVMr^iajpd.aa seen^n^y.sqijuro, found (tl^ gra^ 
of his fofrtnoOiip ithe ruios of the .otl^.oaplMdf Xo 
doibun i^HkPt he fieeius to bave been deeply ^ifflictod 
igbtheppoetaflo; Iwtiiideod^wlM^iiidxiKant^^^ouiiiifi^ 
ivmld iiiitl vA.inUlioiiof TCuldcp haxo^9 «iM>M^hid 
£vQpn ;tb» in^Mnid pi:Mi«9 ^^d avoionuytiee <^;nm^ 
for |h^ Iwnodl a tO diati:iblLtiim.; Aif? rsjgnkig/afl^ 
bare |««sooally Fished nod »sncoonred tbo ^W4ii)ra)4a 
snvdvorsi; aad^jkha(iiwpa9 9haprityi«an,do,iiviidar 
Moh a nisitad^t ia \b ia^ti^ pCQgffi»a> Jbe A<«b^ 
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oommardal proparty has l^em immeiise : in sugar 
alone, it ii said that ia,800,0001bi. were damaged, 
and nearly half the quantity completely melted." 

On the banks of the Neva, the most grand and 
lively scenes that St. Petereburgh exhibits, are seen to 
the greatest advantage. In many places, this river 
eqnals in l»eadth the Thames at London; it h de^, 
rapid, dear, and its banks are Bne^ with handsome 
JwiJdings. On the north, the fortress, the aqademy 
of sciences, and the academy of arts, arrest the eye^ 
on the opposite side, are seen the imperial palace 
the admiralty, the ^lOuses of many of the nobles) 
and the English line, occupied chiefly by English 
merdiants. The quay, stretching along the sputh 
side for three miles, except where it is interrupted 
by the admiralty, the wall, parapet, and pavement 
of hewn granite, which, for that space, form the 
embankment of the river, and Uie canals of Katarina 
and Fontanka, add greatly to the impressiveness of 
the scene, and to the beauty of the dty. 

6U Petersburgh by no means possesses physical ad. 
vantages corresponding to those it eiyoys of a political 
and commercial nature. The wish of its founder, 
Peter the Great, to approach as neariy as possible to 
the dviHsation, the wealth, and the politics of £iu 
rope, induced him to overbid its low and jwampy 
eituation, and the inclemency ot its dimate, which is 
more severe than that of any other place in Europe 
onder the same latitude. On an average of ten 
years, it is calculated, that there are annually 97 
bright days, 104 rainy, 72 of snow, and 93 unsettled 
and changeable. The st<Mms are frequent and vio- 
lent. The greatest heat experienced during the 
latter sixty years of the eighteenth century, was 27*, 
and the greatest cold 33*, of Reaumur, intense frost, 
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however, appears to be neither unhealthy nor very 
inomvenient ; for, while it lasts, the air is extremely 
pure'*and bracing, and its severity is goarded against 
by warm clothing and double windows in the houses, 
with the joints and interstices calked. The spring 
is very short: the ice of the Neva never breaks up 
before the 2dth of March, nor later than the 27th 
of ApriL The earliest time of its freezing, is the ' 
20th of October ; the latest, the 1st of December. 
It is not till May, however, that winter departs 
altogether; then the scene suddenly changes, and 
in a very few days after the disappearance of the - 
snow and frost, the fields and the trees are green. 
The summer, in general, is as mild and agreeable as 
in the south of France, but much more variahle, 
owing to the great abundance of rain and moisture ; 
it is also very short. To it succeeds the most un- 
pleasant season of the year, in no respect resem. 
bling the delightful autumns of most of the other 
countries of Europe. Dark, heavy clouds conceal the 
sun for several weeks ; incessant rains render the 
streets ahijo^t impassable ; and storms frequently 
occur. 

* The population of St. Petersburgh amounted, accord- 
ing to a survey made in 1817, to 285,000 souls : of 
these, it was computed that 55,000 were connected, 
directly or indirectly, with the land and sea service, 
and 25,000 were foreigners. The average numbers 
of inhabitants between 1764 and 1780, are supposed 
to have been 164,000 ; between 1775 and 1780, 
174,778. In the year 1784, when a census was 
taken, the population was 192,846 ; and in the year 
1789, 217,948. St. Petersburgh may, therefore, be 
regarded as holding the sixth rank in respect to popu- 
lation among the European Capitals ; being inferior to' 
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London, Parish Naples, '^^enna, and Confttantinoide, 
and rather surpassing Dublin and Amsterdam. Of 
the inhabitants, it is calculated that six-sevenths are 
Russians. There are far mwe Germans than any 
other foreigners. Of the Fins and Ingrians, the 
original population of the district in which St. Peters- 
burgh stands, there are not more than 4000, and 
these are either servants in the city, or live in' what 
are called the Finnish villages in the vicinity. 

The tranquillity of the dty and the security of 
property are protected by a weU-organised polioe, the 
officers of which are a g^rand master, two inspectors, 
eleven presidents of quarters, with various other 
functionaries of an inferior class. Sentinels are 
stationed in each street, at the distance of 150 yards 
from each other. The officers of police are em- 
powered to discharge other duties beside those which 
strictly belong to their character : they ' decide 
differences between masters and servants; in the 
spring, it is their peculiar province to superintend 
the breaking up of the ice on the Neva ; the various 
hospitals are likewise under their superintehdance ; 
and strangers are particularly imder their cognizance. 
Every stranger, on his arrival, must deliver his pass- 
port at the principal police-office, and must, besides, 
publish his arrival three separate times in the public 
papers : a similar process is indispensably necessary 
on his departure. 

St. Petersburgh, with respect to its civil oonsti- 
tiition and character, may be said to consist of two 
distinct parts ; lis the residence of the court and of 
those who are connected with it, ' and as the principal 
seat of trade and commerce in the empire. Every 
iidiabitant who carries on trade must be a burgher, 
and have his name registered in the burghers' book ; 
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Jbe Urns aoq:iiiTes an imlinaited freedom of trade. AH 
whose aamet aie in the burghers* books, are either 
.townsmen who hare pr<^perty within the city, or 
msmbers of a guild. Thero are three guilds. Those 
belonging to the first, must possesa from 10,000 to 
50,000 rubles : these may follow foreign trades, are 
not UaUe to corporal punishment, and may drive 
about the city in a carriage drawn by two horses. 
Such as possess from 9000 to 10,000 mUes, belong 
to the second guild ; they are confined to inland 
trade* A capital from 1000 to 5000 rubles is requi- 
site for admission into the third guild; these are 
■diop-keepers, keepers of public-houses, &c. The 
.burghers are not obliged to verve in the army, but 
they must find a substitute. All whose capital ex- 
ceeds 50,000 rubles, banl^ers of eminence, those who 
belong to the learned j^ofessions, &c., possess privi- 
leges nearly similar to those of the first guild : so 
do foreigners, who enrol themselves in the dty re- 
gister, <m account oi their commercial affairs. Such 
are the dasses of dtiz^os who form the corporation. 
They meet onoe every third year, to choose c^lcers, 
&c At these assemblies, every member has a voice, 
and is eligible, imless under twenty-five yean of agf, 
and taxed at less than fifty rubles. 

St. Petersburgh excels in no apedes of manufaotoie: 
indeed, many of the simplest artides, such as cotton, 
hardware, and pottery, are annually imported. The 
diop-keepers, and even many of the native merchants, 
sddom keep any account-books, but reckon by a kind 
of machine with several rows of wires, upon ndiicb 
beads are strung. A knowledge of reading, writings 
and figures, is, however, gradually extending itself 
among them. The flourishing and extensive nature 
of the ooDuneree of this dty, forms a striking gob^ 
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trast to the po^etty of its mamifactiirM. tt« foreign 
trade is almost entirely carried on by the EnglJsli. 
When the dty wbs first built, its trade wm in the 
hands of the Batch. In the year 1703, the first ship 
arrived from Holland. On an average of fourteen 
years, from 1776 to 1790, it was annually visited by 
770 ships of various nations, chiefly English. At 
present, from lOCiO to I7OO ships enter the Neva 
every year ; of these, not above a twentieth part are 
Russian. The commerce of St. Petersburgh arises 
from its being the only great maritime outlet in 
the Gulf of Finland, and fhnn its vast and various 
oommunicatidns with the interior of the empire. The 
principal imports are, English manufutures and o^kv 
nial produce ; the wines, frnit, and oils of the south 
of Europe ; the fine h'nens of Holland and Silesia ; 
and the silks, watches, toys, ftc. of France. The 
exports consist, chiefly, of the stapkToommodities of 
the empire, iron, hemp, potash, flax, tallow, sail-doth, 
cordage, hogs* bristles, fiirs, tars, isinglass, &c 

Kussia is celebrated for its internal navigation. 
Of this, the grandest branch is that whidi brings 
to St. Petersburgh the produce of Ae southern pro. 
▼inces, by means of the canals of Ladoga and Vyshnd 
Toloshok, whidi unite the BfdtiO and the Caspian : 
goods are thus conveyed to tbe capital titfoogh a 
tract of 1434 miles, without^ once landing them. 
This navigation begina at St. Petersburgh, by the 
Neva, which issues from Lake Ladoga. By a canal 
uniting the Voldiof, whidi falls into the same lake, 
with the Tvertza, whidi ftdls into the Volga, ^e com. 
munication between the Baltic ai^ the Caspian is 
effected. The canals of Ladoga and Vyshnd Vo- 
loshok likewise enable St. Petersburgh to receive 
the produce of China and Siberia, almost entirely by 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4% EU891A. 

inli^ navigatioiu Tlie distance from St. Peters- 
Imrgh to the frontiers of China, is from 1600 to 
1700 leagues ; and it requires three years to acoom- 
plish it, the rivers being navigable only during a 
short period of the year. The route to the Volga 
from the capital, has been already described. This 
river . is descended as far as the Kama, which is 
ascended to the mouth of one of the streams that 
flow from the Uralian mountains. At the foot 
of these, the merchandise . is unloaded and trans- 
ported over land, to be embarked on one of the 
streams that flow from the eastern side of the 
mountains, and communicate with the Tobol. At 
T<^kk, the Irtish is entered, by means of which, the 
Oby, some other streams, and a short portage, the 
Lake Baikal is reached; and, finally, the Selenga 
and Mongotia, which communicate with China. 
The, communication between St. Petersburgh and 
Siberia is, of course, carried on by the same route. 
The chief articles for the Chinese market are furs: 
the returns are teas, silk«, &c From Siberia, St. 
Petersburgh receives large quantities of iron and 
hardware ; in return for which she sends principally 
English goods and colonial produce. The trade of 
the interior would be much more extensive and 
flourishing than it. actually is, were it not by law 
secured to the natives ; but this restriction is be- 
ginning to be relaxed. 

Such is the commercial state of St. Petersburgh. 
The capital is also the seat of the directing synod 
which is the head of the G^eek Church. A patriarch, 
with great and undefined powers, was formerly at 
the head of the Russian clergy; this dignity was 
abolished by Peter 1., in 1719, when he assumed 
the chief ecclesiastical authority in the sacred synod. 
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: The Emperor j however, is, in facV-the head, of the 
Church, for each member of the synod > must . take 
an oatii, acknowledging him to be their supreme 
judge ; he is, moreover, president of the synod. The 
vice-president is g^erally the metropolitan arch- 
bishop ; there are, besides, a number of oounsellan 
and assesBOn. The Russian clergy are either regu- 
lar or secular. The higher clergy are all monk^, 
who are not . permitted to marry : no> pari8h^[«iesty 
on the contrary, can be <Hdained before he is married. 
Mr. Coxe remarks, (and the remark is still applicable,) 
that persons of the sacred profession are seldom seoi 
at the tables of the nobility or^ gentry. - During the 
five years that he passed at St* Fetersburgh, though 
in almost' constant intercourse with them, he never 
saV at thdr table an ecc^astic. *^ It must.rbe 
alldwed," he adds, '^. that, the parish-prlests are,>for 
the most part, too low and ignorant to be qualified 
for admission into genteel society, while - the digni- 
' taries, being a separate order, and restrained • by 
several strict regulations, reside chiefly in their pa- 
laces, .within their monasteries.** AU' the. dergy 
wear long beards and long hair, falling over their, 
shoulders,' a squlffe bonnet, and a long robe. There, 
are thirty-three' archbishoprics and bishoprics. For- 
merly, the monasteries possessed immense estatesy 
but Catherine II. annexed tiiem to the crown, and 
assigned 1000/. or 1200/. , a-year to the bishops and 
archbishops. The parish-priests are - very poor ; a 
wooden house, a small portion <^land^ and from 10/k 
to 20/. constitute all that they receive. 

St. Fetersburgh is also the seat - of Government,' 
whidi, our readers do not require to be informed, iS/ 
an unlimited monarchy. This was expressly declare4 
by the Empress Catherine 11.,^ in her instructioait 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 B098tA. 

tiiit abwlote power is, ihst in RoMia, m in tb» 
Orimtal goremments, tihere is searoefy any ^Ustino* 
tion of ranks among the nobility, except wkat kk 
derired from tlie senriee of tlie so^Fereign. By » 
regnlation of Catherine II., in 1785, the noUes ar» 
diWded into six dasses, which, however, Ibrm hair 
one single iXirfBt these are, the real noMes, who^ 
•an trace their nohiHty back a ce n tury ; the militavy 
noMlity ; the eight-class nobility, ev ^ose belonging' 
to the first eight degrees of rank; fore%ners, or 
those descended from noUe foreign fronilies ; families 
honoctred with titles, sndi as prince, eoont, baron; and 
1^ ancient noble races, whose aoli^iy is undoubted, 
tiiough its origin is coverod with obscurity. The 
nobility of the empire is very nsmeroos and daily 
increaring by descent, service^ teaceiga diplomas, fte. 
Their princi]pal privileges are, the possession of 
hUided estates, the Uberty to erect distilleries, anci 
exemptioit frtai taxation; they can impose taxc% 
and inflict corpcNral pui^shment short of death ea 
tbett vassals. The grand-chaneellor is the first 
oAeer of state ; next to him rank the ministers for 
foreign aflHirs, finances, war, the marine, ^e interior^ 
pnbEc instruction, divine worship, and polioa Tkese» 
with thirty-flve other members, constitiite a supreme 
ommGU, whose powers extend over all pufaUc ofioes. 
nere are two senates, one at Petersburgh, ^ba 
eth» at Moscow I tiie mendieBs axe chosen by tha 
emperor, wbose vioice alone diey qwik. 

The nature of the soil in the vicinity of St. PlDtera. 
bmgh is so very poor and unproductive^ tiiat ^s 
ekcamstanoe, joined to ike severi^ of the dimatt^ 
amst always render this capital dependent, for its 
supply of provisiens of aB descriptloos, on ^slaat 
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pttHs of «B6 cmpirO) to ft grotttcr A0|fiD6 thtdi aiiy 
odier eaj^tal of Europe ; tibe re^pdar demand, how* 
ever, lm«, as every where else, is foond to create 
and secure a regular suj^y. The ooontries bordering 
«a iihe Ye^ ciileflj furnidi wlieat and rye. The 
goatee dasses eat a species of rye4>read called blaefc 
hread, made from the meal'mibdted. The disorder 
wkadi so firequently occurs in France from eating 
bread made of damaged rye, seems not to be known 
In Rnsna. Barky-meal is also used for bread. Of 
wheat, rye^ and barley, upwards of 4,80<l,000 poods 
are annnidly oonsmned. In order to afford the 
pcN^er dasses floor at a moderate price, Catherine 11. 
e recte d a large floor«magarine, from whicb they are 
aupplied in times of scarcity, fit. Peta*sbu»gh is weH 
Mq^^ied wi& water, tram the Nera imd the canals ; 
bcti pipes for condncting it being nnknown, it is 
brought to the houses in e«ks fixed <m CM*t8. It 
ia cateuhrtedy that (except during the fast of the 
€tffwk Chnrch) more meat is consumed in this dty 
^im In any other d^ of Europe. The supplies ar^ 
brought from a great distance, prindpally from the 
UkraihBe; but the largest and best-fiavoured veid 
eames from the vicinity of Ardiangd. AH kinds of 
meat, poifkry, &€., are Intraght frozen in winter; 
and the quality, as well as the quantity and price, 
ir regidaled by the weath^ and the hardness or 
aoftnesa of the lAedge roads. The market held npon 
the Ifeva, is thus described by Mr. Coxe. ** At the 
oondnsion of the long fiust, whidi doses on the 14th of 
December (O.S.), the Rusirians lay in their provisions 
for the remaining part of the winter. For this pur- 
-pose, an annnal mioket, which lasts three days, H 
held upon the river, near the fortress. A long street, 
ifbore a nule in length, was lined en eadi side with 
d2 
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«n immenie store of proFisionf,. lofficieiit .for.;tl|e 
supply of this capital for the three foUowing monthfl. 
Many thousand raw carcases of. oxdn, she^, ^ofS^ 
pigs, together with geese, fowls, and every species^ 
frocen food, were exposed to sale. The larger quad- 
rupeds were grouped in various cirdes, upright, their 
■hind legs fixed in the snow, with their heads and 
fore legs turned to each other : these towered above 
the rest, and occupied the hindermost row. Next 
to them succeeded a regular series of animals, do. 
scending gradually to the smallest, intermixed with 
poultry and game, hanging in festocms, and garnished 
xnth heaps of butter, fish, and ^;gs. , I - soon per- 
ceived, from the profusion of partridges, pheasants, 
moor-fowls, and cocks of the wood, that there weire 
no laws in this country which prohibited the selling 
of game. I observed also the truth of what has been 
frequently asserted, that many of the birds, -as well 
as several animals, in these northern regions, become 
white in winter, many hundred black cocks being 
changed to that colour ; and some which had beea 
taken before they had completed their metamorphosis 
exhibited a mixture . of blade and white plumage. 
The most distant quarters contributed to- supply this 
vast store of provisions; and the finest veal. had 
been sent by land carriage as far as from Archangd, 
which is situated at the distance of 830 miles from 
St. Petersburgh ; yet, every species of food is sur- 
prisingly cheap. In order .to render this froven food 
fit for dressing, it is first thawed in cold water. 
Frozen meat, however, certainly loses much of its 
flavour, and accordingly, the tables of persons of c<Hi- 
dition, and those of the English merchants, are sup- 
plied with fresh-killed meat.** 

The same writer gives a lively picture of a dinner 
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^hren by.a noblflman ii^St. Petenborgh,' which; may 

he cited as exhibltuig tha yarious and distant wmvoM 

from which the articles are drawn, and as a mnd^ 

fairer picture of the convivial manners of the nobi- 

Hty, than the more recent works of Drs. ClarlpB 

and Lyall present. . After informing - us that the 

JRussian nobility of St. Petersburgh are, not lev 

than those of Moscow, distinguished for their hot- 

pitality to fcHreigners, he proceeds: — ^*^ The taUis 

are s^^ed with great profusion and taste. Though 

the Rusnans have adt^ted the delicacies of JPrenoh 

cookery, yet, they neither affect to deq^ise their 

native dishes, nor squeamishly reject the sdid joints 

.which duu^icterise our repasts. The plainest, as 

well as the choicest viands were collected from the 

most ■ distant quarters. I have frequently seen, at 

the same time, . sterlet from the Volga, veal from 

Archangel, mutton from Astrakan, beef from the 

Ukraine, and pheasants from Hungary and Bohemia. 

Their conunon wines are chiefly daret, buiignndy, 

and champaigne ; and I never tasted English beer 

and porter in greater perfection and abundance. 

. Before dinner, even in the houses of pemms of the first 

distinction, a {Small table is spread in a comer of 

the drawing-room, covered with plates of caviare, 

dried and pickled herrings, smoked ham or tongue, 

bread, butter, and- cheese, together with bottles of 

different liqueurs ; and few of the company, of 

either . sex, omitted a prdude of this kind to the 

main entertainment. This practice has induced many 

travellers to relate, tha^t the Russians swallow bowls 

of brandy before dinner. What are the usages of 

the vulgar in this particular, I cannot determine; 

but, among the nobility, I never observed the least 

•violation of the most extreme sobriety.** 
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Tbe no8t oomrnon food 4)f ilie to^vw elM0es,^b^ 
Out MMk rye^httBdj oonsiBti of fipoeen and dried filb, 
okieiy a very mud) kind, not unlike the in^heMt 
f» highly rdiriied hy the London epicuree. Betides 
these and itaiet, St PMerslmrgh is supplied widi 
lalted beloga and sturgeon; salmon firom iim Nera 
and frdm Biga; cray-llsh from the Nera and the 
Volga; and ^ecndinary kinds of fish from the Ladoga 
Lake. Vegetid^es are abundant t of these, onoumbeni 
'sre consumed in immense numbws. The Ukrafate 
and the distrieCs near the Volga and CNcha, srad fruit 
of varioas kinds ; hut apples are principally hvought 
from Rostock and Stettin. Kfrnn^ a fennented Kqudr^ 
a(nne«rhat acidulous, made by pottrii^ warto water 
oo rye er bariey meal, is the oonnnon drink of tiie 
lower orders: this is <^eA imj^oTed by the juice of 
tiM cranberry. A U^pior made from honey and pepper 
boiled in water, is wM about the streets, and much 
ixvaok. by the lower classes : n^ead, baer, uid l»andy, 
et whiskey distilled frvm midt, are also lavvmrite 
l^nocs wiUi them* 

The extreme severity and rigour <tf the winter 
craates necessarily a hurge and urgent denumd fbr 
fuel; but no other kind is used than wodd ; and ab 
the immediate vidnity does not afford a sufficient 
sui^y, about 150,000 fatiioms, chiefly Urdi, are aff^ 
Bually brought in from o Aer parts of the country, 
principally by water. Besides this, the barges which 
oome down the rivers and caimls, never return, btft 
are broken, up and employed eith« to ccmstmet 
wooden houses, or as firing. Magarines for biHets, 
similar to lihe flour-magazines, have been erected by 
Govamment for the accommodation of the poor in 
severe winters when feel is scarce and dear. 

The pld national dfew of Russia is still to be seeh 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



among tlw lower orders In the cspitaL It eomiflls ef 
a kn^ (toat reaelnng to tke ealvee of the lega^ 'fltttng 
dose to the body, with a great number of tueks at the 
l^oitam of the waist, and lapping over the bosom like 
the EngBdidonUe-breasted coats. Inasaihtiedieiuid 
the middle, the Russian puts his gloves, whlp^ axe, 
dte. He wears a vest of ccdoored, striped Mnen, in- 
stead of a shirt ; his node is bare; he wears wide 
trowsers, no stoekings, but his legs are wrapped up 
In linen doth, and ^n boots : when he does wear 
riioes, they are made of the bark of the Bnden-tree, 
or leather. A deep hat with a narrow brim oompletes 
his dress. In winter, a cap takes the place of a hat, 
and a she^.ddn pdisse ishat of a coat. The wdmen 
of this dass are not so well protected against the ocM 
as the men ; but they do not often quit the hoosei 
Efen those in humble drcumstanoes wear a great 
number and rariety of trinkets, gold chains', ear-rings, 
pearls, and rings. The accounts gif en by travelers 
respecting the deaoliness of the Russians, are very 
contradictory. The truth seems to be, as Stordi re- 
marks in his " Picture of Petersburgh,** that " the 
Russian has'no care about deanliness ; but fortunatdy, 
a few (dd national customs, whidi, from long habit, 
h^ cannot get rid of , keep him in a tolerably decent 
middle way. l%us, ftur example, in all the cottages, 
the tid^les are always scoured white, but the boor 
gives hlmsdf no concern about vermin, or rather 
qoares them from hereditary respect. Though he 
washes his body twice, or perhaps thrice a week, yet, 
his linen, be it ever so fori, he takes off only in the 
hlitb)ng.room, where it is washed at the same time 
withlnmsdf." 

Those travelers vfbo represent the Russians as 
nasttlrAlly a deanly people, seem to have founded 
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■ their opinion chiefly on the number of baths in every 
part of the empire, and the> regular and favourite uae 
made of them by all classes of peo^ In St. Peters- 
burgh, the bathing4iou8es are very numerous, and 
are among, the places of resort for the lower order* i 
they are usually situated by the side of the river or 
canal. The following account ^ their vapour-baths 
was communicated to Mr. Coxe by an English gentle- 
man at St. Petersburgh, who was ordered to bathe 
for his health. ^' The bathing-room was small and 
low, and contained a heap of large stones piled over ji 
fire, and two broad benches, one near the ground, 
and the other near the deling. Small buckets of 
water being occasionally thrown upon the heated 
stones, filled ' the room with a hot and suffocatiqg 
vi^pour, which, from its tendency to ascend, rendered 
the upper part much hotter than the lower. Having 
taken off my clothes, I Uid myself down upon the 
highest bench, while the bathing woman was pre- 
paring tubs of hot and cold water, and continued to 
increase the vapour in the manner above mentioned. 
Having dipped a branch of twigs into the hot water, 
she repeatedly sprinkled, and then rubbed with it my 
whole body. In about half an hour, I. removed to 
the lower bench, which I found- much cooler, where 
the bathing woman lathered me from head to foot 
with soap, scrubbed me with flannel for the space .of 
ten minutes ; and throwing several budcets of warm 
water over me, till the soap was entirely washed uff, 
she then dried me with napkins. As I put <m\vay 
dothes in a room without a fire, I had an opportunity 
of remarking, that the cold air had little effect on my 
body, though in so heated a state ; for, while I win 
dressing, I fdt a glow of warmth, which continued 
during the whole night. This drcumstanoe % oon- 
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vinced me, that, wlien the natives rush from the 
yi^ur-baths into the river, or even roll in the snoir* 
their, sensations, are in no respect disagreeable, nor 
the effects in any degree unwholesome.*' 

The Russians use the bath as a means of preserving 
cleanliness and health, as a luxury, and as an amuse- 
. ment. ,The other most characteristic and favourite 
amusements in St. Petersburgh, are, singing, dancing, 
swinging, and descending the ice-hills. All the Rua- 
sians are fond of music, and they possess many airs of 
exquisite simplicity and pathos ; not inferior in .these 
respects to the old national airs of Scotland or Ireland, 
thoogh peculiar, and with a very marked charactw. 
In every town and village, these popular ditties are 
sung by the lower classes; and the higher ranks 
in St. Petersburgh , make it a customary recrea- 
tion, to take with them in their water parties, a 
band of expert singers, and often have them at their 
tables at home, to sing the popular Russian ballads. 
The old popular ballads are also sometimes sung to 
the GolubetXy a favourite national dance. This, like 
all dances of rude people, is pantomimic : the modest 
sf^dtations of the lover, and the affected coyness of 
the fiiur one, are exhibited by a variety of gestures 
and movements. The. swing is the amusement of all 
ranks and conditions, and Easter witnesses it in its 
greatest perfection, swings being then set up in all 
the public squares. Another kind of holyday diver- 
sion is the ice-hills. A scaffold about thirty feet high, 
is erected on the Neva : on one side of it are steps, mr 
a ladder, to aseend to the platform on the top ; on the 
opposite side, a steep inclined plane, about four yards 
broad and thirty long, descends to the river ; this is 
supported by strong poles, and its sides are protected 
by^a parapet of planks. Large square blocks of ice, 
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«lwal fbar hicliet thkic, sre laid upon tlt« in^ned 
fkmB, d0se to one aotftfier, and flmoothed ivlth tbd 
axe; tlMy are then oonsdidated by water thrown 
over them. The inow is cleared swsy at the hottonl 
ol the jdane for Ae lei^^ of two hundred yards and 
the breadth of fonr ; and the sides of this cooive, as 
well 88 those of the scaffbl^ngs, are ornamented and 
poroteoted wHh firs and fones. Eaeh person^ proHded 
wkh a little, low riedge,[]soinething Hke a botcher'!^ 
tniy, moonts the ladder, and glides with inooncdrsAde 
nfidity down the inclined jdane, poising his dedge aS 
he goes down. The momentum thus acquired, carries 
him to a second hill, at the foot of whidi he alights, 
mounts again, and in the same manner j^des down 
the other inCKned plane of ice. The boys also amuse 
themsdyes in skating down titese hills. Summer Jiills, 
eonstmoted in imitation of the ioe-hiHs, also afford a 
f^onzite amusement to the Inhabitants of St. Peters- 
buri^, especially during their camitals. These con- 
sist of a seaffdd between thirty and forty feet h^h^ 
with an indined plane in front, flowers and booghs 
of trees shelteringthe person in his descent : a snudi,' 
narrow cart on lour -vdieels is used instead of tiMf 
sledge; below, there is a lerel stage of some faimdied 
feet in length, along which he is carried by the im^ 
poise of his descent.* The winter is the season when 
the most characteristic amusements of the Russians 
may be iR^tnessed, eq^edally on the NenL *^ Seaxcsly 
a day passed," says Mr. Cose, -^^ that I did not ttke 
my mcmhig walk, or drrre in a sledge on that river. 
Bfony carrnges and sledges and numberiefls foot-pas* 
sengers perpetually crosmig it, afford a constant mic^ 

* This amiuement has been introduced at PariSi under the oamf 
of the KuMian nwuntains. 
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cfl il km oS raoving objeoti ; and the ioe i* also oorered 
wiUi dUFerent gmmpes of people, cBspened or gathered 
tegiether, and YariouBly^ em^oyed as their fkncy leads 
them. Jn one part, there are several long areas railed 
off for the poipete of skating $ a little Airther it an 
enclosure, wherein a nobleman is training Ins horses, 
and teaching them^ the varioas erections of the 
nonage. In another part, tibe crowd are spectators 
of what is called a tledge-raee. ^e course Is an 
ofaJoog qMce about iSbe Imgih. of a mile, and snffi* 
dentlj broad to tmm the carriage. It can hardly be 
denominated a race, for there is only a ringle sledgei, 
drawn by two horses ; and the whdb art of the dri w 
oonsisto in making tlw shaft-hone trol> as fast as he 
can, while the other is poshed into a gallop*" 

Whenerer a oraeoorse of the lower oidera is ex; 
pected, the poUee are always at hand, prepared with a 
fir»«ogine. This seems a cnrioiis inclement l^ which 
to keq> a mob in order; but it is foand by experience-, 
that all ihe symptoms of an approaching qnarrd or 
disturbance are inmiediately and etfeotually sabdaed 
byashower fiwmtheflre-Miglne. K any petty offmce 
has actually been committed, the en^iit ia genmdfiy 
whipped. ^Riere are three instraments f(w whipj^ig 
In use in Rmsta ; two which zesem^ a cat-o'-nine 
tafl% and the knout, llbe latter, besides bdngapj^ed 
to petty oflbBders, is the first and preparatcMy punish- 
meot of fekma, ** One morning,'* says Mr. Ckae^ 
*^ as I was casually stit^ng tiirougfa the streets of 
Sl» Bstersbnrgh, near the marfcet-plaee, I observed a 
laige crowd of pesfle stocking to <me partieohr spot; 
Upon inquiring of my Russian servant 1^ cause of 
this eonoourse, he informed me, that the multitude 
was assembled in order to see a felon, who had been 
convicted of murder, receive the. knout. AHhoogh I 
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naturally shuddered at the very idea of being a ipac- 
tator of ■ the agonies ■ of a fellow-cieature, yet, my 
curiosity overcame my feelings. With the assistanoe 
of my servant I penetrated through the crowd, and 
ascended the roof of a wooden house of <me story, from 
whence I had a distinct view of the dreadful opera- 
tion, which was already b^gun. The ezecutiono* hdd 
in his hand the knout. This instrument is. a thong 
about the thickness of a crown piece, and about three- 
fourths of an inch, broad, and rendered extremely hard 
by a peculiar kind of preparation : it is tied to a thtd: 
pjUdted whip, which is connected by means of an iron 
ring .with a small piece of leather, that acts like- a 
apring, and is fastened, to a short wooden handle* 
The executioner,, before -every stroke, receded a few 
paces, and at the same time drew back the hand which 
held ihe knout ; then, bounding forward, he a|»plied 
the flat end of the thong with- considerate force to 
the naked back of the criminal, in a perpendicular 
line, reaching six or seven inches from the collar 
towards the waist. , He began by hitting the' right 
shoulder, and continued his strokes parallel to each 
other quite to the left shoulder ; nor ceased till he 
had inflicted 333 lashes, the numb^ prescribed by 
the senten^ce. At the condusion of this terrible ope- 
ration, the nostrils of the criminal were torn wi^ 
pincers,* his face marked with a hot iron^ and he was 
reconducted to prison, in order to be transported to 
the mines of Nershinsk in Siberia." Mr. Coxe adds, 
that he has been. thus particular in describing the 
punishment ; of the knout, because s^reral auUi(qrs 
have exaggerated it ; but surely, it. is scarcely possiUe 
to present a more f rightful . picture of its nature and 

' * This horrible part of the puniahment has been abolished b/ att 
ukase dated Jan. 27, 1818. : ^ 
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etfsot* than what he hat himielf given; especiatty 
when, in addition to the account in the teoct, we ad- 
▼ert to a note, oo this passage, in which he informs 
ns, that a skilful executioner, on receiving a private 
order, can despatch the criminal by striking two or 
three blows upon the ribs. 

. The amusements of the middle and lowicr c lossc s 
^n always much more characteristic of national feel- 
ings and . manners than those of the higher orders. 
On this account, we have dwelt at 'greater length 
on the public amusements of the great mass of the 
peculation in St. Petersburgh. Those of the higher 
classes consist in convivial dubs, of which there 
are a great number and variety; in frequenting 
the public walks and the gardens. of the imperial 
palaces ; in driving in sledges ; and in attending the 
theatre. One of the mostei^iemdve necessaries lor all 
who are not proprietors of estates, is attendance. . In 
no capital of Europe is so great a number of domestic 
servants kept: in houses of quality, where they, are 
all vassals, their numbers frequently escceed all bdief. 
^' The very same menial employments,'* Storch in- 
forms us, '^ for which in. Germany one maid would be 
sufficient, in St. Petersburgh Teqpiie at least three par- 
sons to perform. . For ahnost every particular function, 
a peculiar servant must be kept." Only nobles, officers 
in the army, and persons holding places under Govern- 
ment with the rank of a staff^fficer, can possess vai- 
sals, or have a right to buy them. When Stoich pub- 
lished his *' Picture of Petersburgh," about thirty 
years ago, the average price of a young fellow was 
300, and that of a girl 100 rubles. 

It has already been stated, that the Germans are 
much more numerous in St. Petersburgh, than any 
other foreigners : to them, the capital, as well as the 
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reft of the edipire, ttnis, tifl very lftt%, ahnost exw 
dii8iv«ly iiMlebfed for itfl progrefls in Mteratm^ and 
science. The moftt taloaMe and extensive infortnation 
on the geography, statisties, and natural history o£ 
aknevt every portion of this vast empire, was collected 
by the personal labour of Pallas and his associates, 
who wen patronised by Catherine II. ; and to the 
German men of science, the institutions in the me- 
tropolU owe the h^ character they have obtained 
throughout £iut^ by their proceedings and puldica- 
tions. The Academy of Sciences, which boasts of the 
names of the BemouiUes and Eiiler unong its sup- 
porters, contains many objects which naturally draw 
the a^jmtion of all me& of science who visit St. Fetersw 
burgh. In the library, there are some curious and 
Important Slavoi^o MSS. of the twelfth, thirteenth, 
fourteendi) aad subsequent centuries. Of these, the 
most valuabie ate, the Ghromde of Nestor^ the fi^tiher 
ot Russian history ; tfie first hooik. printed in Russia, 
A*D. 1664;* and a larger quantity dP Chinese boc^ 
than is to be found in any other library in Europe. 

The various branches of ni^ural history are very 
rich, especially in native productions. Among these 
aie, the equui hemhnm*^ a kind of wild horse resem- 
bling a mtde, found in Dauria and in the vast deserts 
of Tartary to the south of Russia; thewild ram, finoa 
the deserts south of Lake Baikal ; and the gnmtiiig 
OK of Pennant, the ftiU and flowing tail of whidi, of 
a glossy and silky texture, is used as a fly-flap, to 
decorate the caps of the €9khiese, and is the c d e b r a ted 
Mmament oi the TuildA standards : this animal in- 
habits Turkey and Tibet. The number and variety 
of fossil bones of the d^hant, rhinoceros, bniKBlo,aiid 

* A Slavonic P^ter, however, has been discovered, printed at 
KieviBii»i. 
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inammotli, is very grait. B«t perluipt, the moft in* 
teresttng artide in the aalBral hiat<M7 departmeat, it 
the maw of native inm, weighiiig 1666 lbs., whioh waa 
discovered by PaBas in Sibwia. There. is alee a very 
food oolleotion of minerals, as ir^ as a valuable aaa* 
tomicai cabinet, which was pro^^ared origimdly by s 
celebrated anatomist of the Hague. The chief atttao» 
ti<m, however,- of the rowns of tiie Academy, is, the 
ooUection of ihe oostomes of the nations inhaMtiag 
the more eastern distriets of this vast empire, and of 
their antiquities. Among the fanner wre specimens 
of the dress of the prophetic pagan priestesses called 
chamaus^ consisting of a cap and horn of iron, and a 
mantle strung with rings, togeth^ with a large, deep- 
toaed dnun, from which, ^v^en the priestess falls into 
h^ trance of ecstacy, tiie most horrible combination 
of noises is produced. Th^re are also dresses of tiie 
harbarotts iahabitaitts of the Aleoutine Iriands, and 
some Japanese habits and armour made of varnished 
leadier and blue dotii. The ornaments that were 
found in the ton^M of Siberia, some of which are of 
massive gold and of very elegant workmanship, are 
very numerous: these consist of bracelets, collars, 
vases, crowns, figures of animals richly carved in gM 
and tilver, salHres with golden hUts, ornamented witii 
precious stones, Tfttar idols, &c The cc^ection of 
Bnssian coins is valuable as throwing great l%ht oa 
the early part of the history of the oouBtry : for 
tikis purpose, tiiey are ranged in nine chronological 
dasses. The cabinet is also rich in earlier coins. 
Among the Indian pieces, are the twelve rupees, re- 
pr os enting tiie twelve signs of the zodiac, coined by 
order d Queen Nourmahal, whose history, as related 
in the Travels of Tavemier, has more the air of 
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in Easton Uie than of a veritable narratiYe.* Tliese 
rupees are so extremely rare, that the original pos- 
sesses of the cabinet is said to have given for thito 
1,000 CTOWns. In a detached boilding is placed a 
celestial sphere, eleven feet in diameter, the inside Of 
which repres^its the visible surface of the heavens ; 
and being turned by a curious piece of mechanism, 
it exhibits the motions of the celestial bodies in the 
meridian of St. Petersburgh^ The original spho^, 
which was made at Gottorp, was burnt. The carriage 
of it to St. Petersburgh was attended with great ex- 
penstf and labour. To Riga, it was conducted over 

* Queen Nour-nuhal (i. e. the light of the aengllo) was the 
sultana of one of the Mohammeiian sovereigns of -India, luuned 
Sultan Sellm, otherwise called Jehanghlr Pasha, the father of Shidi 
Jehan, and grandfather of Aurungzeb. *' This queen being alto- 
gether amUtious, made it h^ business to please the king, that she 
might the more easily accomplish her dea^pu ; and having a gic^ 
desire to eternise her memory, she could not think of a better nay 
than to coin a good quantity of money in her name, and of a dif- 
ferent stamp flx>m that which the Indian kings were wopt to cofa. 
. . . .One day that the king was extremely well pleased, and, httvii^ 
drunk briskly, began to be merry, after that the qneen had danced 
in his presence, he took her, and set her by him, protesting that 
he loved her above all the princesses in his court." On this, we 
are tcM, the queen, who had watched her opportunity, lequesttd 
that the king would grant her one favour, which she had passioii- 
atcly desired a long .time, that she might reign as sovereign fat 
twenty-foxir hours. This bold request surprised the monarch ; but 
at'Iength, unwQling to deny hex any thing, he consented to retire 
for that time on a givoi day ; of which the queen availed hendf, 
having got every thing in readiness, to have coined and isnied an 
immense quantity of gold and silver rupees, bearing the signs of 
the Bodiac on one side, and the name of Jdianghlr, together with 
her own, and the name of the place where they w^e echoed, te 
Arabic letters, on the other. Shah Jehan, however, the succeedlig 
monarch, called in these rupees, and had them melted down, for- 
bidding their circulation on pain of death. — Ta vernier, part iL 
p. 10. ' 
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ihe mow on rollers and sledges, the forests in many 
places having been cleared: from Riga, it was sent to 
the capital hy sea. - The present sphere was constructed 
OB the iron carcase of the original one. 

There are two seminaries for the education of the 
nobility; one for males, called Corps de Ctidets ; and 
the other for females,- called the Convent des Demote 
seUet Nobles* The latter presents a most interesting 
sight, especially at the public examinations which 
are held every three years. There are two separate 
establishments in this C(mvent ; one for the education 
of 260 girls, daughters of the bourgeois^ and the 
other for the daughters of the nobility. In the course 
of nine years, to which the period of education ex. 
tends, they are taught French, Oerman, and Russian, 
the history of their native country, music, sieging, 
dancing, writing, arithmetic, and geometry. There 
are many other institutions of the same kind in St. 
'Petersburgh ; — a deaf and dumb asylum, an asylum . 
for orphans and widows, and a sdiool where girls and 
boys are e^cated fw the theatre. 

The hospitals are numerous and, in general, wdil 
planned and regulated. Besides two large ones i(x the 
anny and navy, there is a public hospital, in whi(^ the 
most laudable attention is paid to the cleanliness and 
comfort of the patients : the bedsteads are of iron ; the 
apartments well ventilated ; and each of these is under 
the -care of widows from the military asylum. The 
Foundling Hospital, though inferior to that of Moscow, 
is very large and well managed. When Mr. James 
-visited it in 1813, the number of children on the list, 
was about 6,Q00, of whom 600 were kept in the house. 
Connected with this is a lying-in house. The Lom- 
bard Bank is an establishment also connected with 
the Foundling Hospital : it is similar, in its design 
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and aTTV^^aamt^ to the Mont dePUU^ Fains. The 
lioaa Bank, for the nobility ani the aMpontiaa^ is^ 
however, of a more uncommon character aiid design t 
it was instituted by Catherine II., and lends oa r^al 
estates, which in Russia are estimated by the number 
of peasants. Of course, by the census and the priee 
of slaves, the value of an estate^con r^wtdily and effiee^ 
tually be ascertained. The loan is for twenty yeM»> 
at five per cent intci^est* and -three per ottot ia paid at 
a sinking fund{ no torn under 1000 rakies to lantu 
With the bank is eonnected« depositei>fund. 

The prisons have recently undergone impoeta&t 
improvements, and are nofw under the philanthropic 
inspection of t^ pHson society, which eg^jcfs the im«. 
perial sanction. The late Walter yenning, £s^ 
whose mranory will long be revered throughout t^ 
Kussian onpire, was the instrument of originatiag 
this acbcoirable institution. An eariy member of the 
committee of the London Society for the Inqtrore- 
ment ci Prison Discipline, on his arrival in St. F^ 
tersbur^, in 1817, he iumwdiately devoted himealf 
jirith indefatigable steal to the same henevoleat object. 
^' With the highest permission, he examined the 
prisons, houses of correcti(»L, and poor-houses, ia 
St. Petersburgh, Tver, and Moscow. Many eefennt 
and improvraoents were made, according to his sug- 
gestion, and a particnlar attention was thereby ex- 
cited towards tiiis department.'* * He presenied m 
memorial to the Emporar Alexander, focdUy pointing 
out the great national advantages which would result 
fiEom the improvement of prison discipline; in cosu 
sequence of which, his imperial majesty was p leas e d 

* Address of his Excellency Piince Galitzin, at the amraal 
meeting of the St. t>eteraburgh Prison Society, January 27« Ittl. 
S«e Third Report of the LondoB Cominittee (18S1), p. ITS. 
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to give his sanction, in July 1819, to the formation 
of a Tutel Society for the prisons of the capital, at 
the head of which, as of every patriotic and benevolent 
undertaking, stands the name of the excellent Prince 
Galitxin. ' The example of Mrs. Fry in this country, 
haa led also to the formation of a Ladies* Committee ; 
and five -prisons (viz. the city prison, the govem- 
ment-hall, the police prison, the house of correction, 
and the work-house) are placed under their care. * 
Iii the foUowtng year, an Auxiliary Prison Society 
was established at Cronstadt, likewise under imperiid 
patronage, in consequence of Mr. Venning^s exertions. 
Towards the dose of January 1821, an attack of 
.typhus fever, caught from a prisoner, terminated 
the earthly career of this admirable man. A simple 
monument has been erected over his remains, bearing 
an appropriate inscription in Russ and English ; •f- 
and thus, in the words of Prince Galitzin, ^' while 
Russia has to shew, near one frontier, the ashes of 
his countryman," who, about thirty years before, 
fell a- victim to his philanthropy at another extremity 
of that vast empire, '^ she here presents, in the capital, 

• In one letter, Mr. Venning says : *' The Princeas Mestchersky 
iMves tile Taurid» palace every day, to read a portion of the 
Scvipturet to the female prisoners, and to see that they are all 
employed.''— Third Report, dec p. 168. 

t On the principal side, a bas-rdief represents Mr. Venning 
entering a prison, with a Bible in his hand; under it, in Russ and 
BngUsh, are inscribed, '* I was sick, and ye visited me : I was in 
l^liOD, and ye came unto ijoe.**— *' I heard a voice from Heaven, 
taylng unto me. Write, Messed axe the dead who die in the Lord," 
^c. On the reverse side, in Russ only, is the following inscrip- 
tion :— " The Society of St Petersburgh for the Improvement of 
Prisons have raised this monument to the memory of their 
beloved fellow-labourer, Walter Venning, countryman of Howard, 
flBd ftmnder of the Prison Institutions of this country. He was 
bom in November 17«1, and died in the Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
16th of January, 1821." 

PART I. E 
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the momuDenl of & seocmd Howard.** &nte Mr. 
Venning*! death, the exertions of the Prison Society 
of St. Petersburgh have been oontinoed with sea] and 
activity; and auxiliary societies have been fimned, 
under the auspices of the Government, at Archangel, 
Vologda, and Orel. ^' Religious services are now 
established, with the means of instruction ; food and 
clothing are provided, with medical attendance for 
the sick; and deanUness is especially regarded. A 
new gaol is in progress in the capital, irom which 
it is expected much benefit will result, by the in- 
creased attention iviiieh has been paid to classification 
and inspection in its internal arrangements." * 

Among the public institutions of St. Petersburgh, 
the Russian Bible Society also claims distinct imtice. 
This institution was formed, agreeably to an imperial 
ukase, on the 23d of January, 1813, in the house 
of Prince Oalitein, then Minister of Religion for 
the empire. During the twelve years that the society 
has existed, the committee have completed large 
editi<ms of the whole Bible in ancient Greek and 

* Sixth Report of tl^ Society for the Improvement <^ PrboD 
DlscipUne* p. 81. From a docume&t in the Appendix to thb 
valuable Report, it appean> that tlie number of prieonera com- 
mitted to the town prison in the year 1883* was 1657* of whom 
402 were debtors; the number released in that year was 1€88; 
remaining in prison* 411. Of 441 debtors* 294 were released 
through the medium of the prison society. The average nmnlMr 
of side had decreased one-half within three years. The exertiow 
of this society luul been conspicuous in rdieving the distresacs 
€i convicts on their journey to Siberia. In the. Fifth Report of 
the London Society <1823>* it is stated* that, in the preoedii^ year, 
7000 convicts had pissed through the dty of Orel, on the inmtim 
of Siberia, who had partaken, more or less, of the bounty of the 
St. Petersburgh Society* in clothing, food, and medical attend- 
ance. The Archbishop of Ord had distinguished himadf by the 
earnestness of his endeavours to alleviate the wwtchednew of tfas 
prisoilen. 
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Cfevman, sumI, for tlie first time, of the New Testament 
and the Book of Psahns in the vernacular langnage 
of Russia. The four Gospeb and the Book of Acts 
have also been printed In the Mongt^an and Galmnc 
dialects ; the whole New Testament has been trans- 
lated, under the sanction of the eodesiastical autho- 
rities of Bessarabia, into Bulgarian ; and an edition 
of the Gospel of St. Matthew has been undertaken 
in the Zirian lai^iage, a dialect spoken in the 
Govermnents of Tobdkk, Perm, and Vologda. 

The most solemn and magnificent ceremonies of 
the Qreek church may be witnessed at St. Peters- 
burgh, with every preparatory and attendant circum- 
stance that call add to their effect. Fasting is so pro- 
minent and essential a doctrine of this churdi, as to 
have given rise-to the satirical remaric, Que les Russet 
tit Movent prendre le del que par famine. At Lent, 
they &st seven weeks ; the same period from the first 
week after the Pentecost to St. John the Baptist ; then 
^;ain, fourteen days before the Assumption ; and forty 
&ys before Christmas. At Easter, a ceremony is 
performed, peculiar to this diurch, which is certainly 
not jiurpassed by the most striking and imposing spec- 
tttde ever invented. A representation of the sacred 
tomb is exposed to the people during the evening; 
and at night, the resurrection is announced in aB the 
churches throughout the empire. Mr. James, who 
witnessed this extraordinary spectacle in 1814, gives 
the following account of it : " We entered the Casan 
church at a late hour. The nave, the aisles, in short, 
every part was crowded to suffocation with a host of 
devotees : thousands of lighted tapers (for each bore 
0oe in his hand) glittered over the whole area, spread- 
ing an illumination as bright as noon. As th& hour 
of twelve i^pproaehed, all eyes were earnestly bent on 
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the sanctuary, and a dead silence I'eigned throngfaootv 
At length, the door opened, when there issued forth 
a long train, of hanners, crosses, &c, with archimand- 
rites, protopopes, and priests of all ranks, dressed in 
their sumptuous robes of embroidered silk, and ooirered 
with gold and silver, and jewels : they moved slowly 
through the crowd, and went out from the doors of 
the church, as if to search for the body, of our Lord. 
In a few minutes, the insignia were again seen on 
their return, floating above the heads of the mob, 
along the nave; and when the archbishop had re* 
gained the altar, he pronounced with a loud voice, 
Christos volseress^ Christ is risen. At. that instant, 
the hymn of praise commenced, and a peal of ordnance 
from the fortress re-echoed the joyful tidings through 
the dty. The mob now saluted and . congratulated 
one another in turn, for the 4ays of fasting were, at 
an end : tables spread with provisions in a short time 
made their appearance in the church ; the forbidden 
meats were tasted with eager appetite ; and a feast o£ 
gluttony, that annually proves fatal to some of the 
followers of this religion, took place of penance and 
prayer." * 

The same Traveller notices another rdigions 
ceremony which he witnessed at St. Petersburgh. 
'^ In the fervency of that ostentatious gratitude 
that characterises the Russian Church, the verdure^ 
when it first appears in spring, annually receive 
a solemn benediction. The places of worship, as 
well ail private houses, are filled with the consecrated 
boughs borne by the devotees ; and, on the first 
Sunday after Ascension-day, the same priests wha 
poured their blessing on the frozen water in , the 
winter, hail with similar ceremonies the summer 
* Tour through Germany* &c* voL U. {w 82. 
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vegetation." A yrooeHAoD. takes plaee on this day, 
^ as well as on the first of May, (which is kept as a 
fite throughout the North,) to £kathmn<^. Hither, 
the court, all the gay world, and all who can hire a 
carriage <^ any description, repair to hail the first 
Imrst of the genial season: sometimes^ above 2,000 
carriages make their appearance in the pro ccfl s iflti * 

Mr. Coze was presoat at the celebration of the sin* 
Ifolar rite above referred tOy— the blessing of the waters, 
which used to be performed upcm the Neva with great 
pomp and scdemnity, the sovereign attending in per« 
eon upon the ice, and all the regiments af guards being 
drawn out on the occasion. Its pon^, though still 
apleodid, is now much diminished. ^' Upon tha 
frozen surfiioe of a small canal, between the admiralty 
and the palace, was erected an octagon pavilion of 
wood, painted green, and ornamented with boughs of 
firt it was open at the sides, and crowned with a 
4ome supported by eight pillars. On the top was the 
figure of St. John with the cross, and four paintings 
representing some of the mirades of our Saviour : in 
the inside, a carved image of the Holy Spirit, und^ 
theemWemof adove, was suH>ended, as is usual in 
the sanctuaries oi the Greek churches. The floor of 
OOs e^ce was carpeted, ercepting a square vacancy 
in the middle, in which an opening was cut in the 
ioe, and a ladder let down into the water. The pa- 
▼iMon was enclosed by palisadoes, adorned with boughs 
of fir, and the intermediate space was also covered 
with carpets. From one of the windows of the palace 
ft scaffolding was erected, ornamented with red doth,, 
which reached to the extremity of the canaL At the 
time appointed, the empress appeared at the window 
of the palace; and the archbishop, who was to perform 
the beSion, passed at the head of a numerous 
e2 
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prooeasion along the soaflolding into the octagoe^- 
round which were drawn up a few M^diert of eadi 
regiment quartered at St. Petershurgh. After having 
pronounced a few prayers, he descended the ladder, 
plunged the cross into the water, and then sfninkled 
the colours of each regiment. At the conclusion of 
this ceremony, the ardibishop retired ; and the people 
rushed in crowds into the octagon, drank with eager- 
ness the water, sprinkled it upon their clothes, and 
carried some of it away for the purpose of purifying 
their houses. I was informed," adds Mr. Coze, 
^^ that some of the pc^nilace plunged into the water, 
and that others dipped their children into it ; hut, as 
I was not myself witness to these drcumstanoes, I 
cannot vouch for their truth." 

Among the magnificent wonders of this splendid 
capital, the annals of the reign of Catherine II. make 
mention of one ephemieral palace, which, like that 
of Pandsemonium, 

« Out ofthe earth, a fkbric huge, " " 



and like an exhalation vanished, not leaving a 
wreck behind. From a true and particular ac- 
count of this ice palace, drawn up by Kraft, an 
imperial academician, and puhlished at St. Peters- 
burgh the year after its erection, it appears, that 
seven years before, an ice castle had been built 
upon the river l^va ; but the ice bent under the 
weight of the edifice and of the soldiers who gar- 
risoned it. To avoid a similar defect in the foun- 
dation, it was resolved, on the occasion of the mar- 
riage of Prince Oalitzin, in 1740, to erect a palace 
of ice on terra firma ; and a site was chosen between 
the imperial winter palace and the admiralty, one 
of the lords of the bed-chamber being appointed to 
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superintend the works. The palace was constructed 
of blocks of ice, from two to three feet thick, cut 
out of the winter covering of the Neva ; these being 
properly adjusted, .water was poured between them, 
which acted; as a cement, . consolidating the whole 
into <me immense mass of ice. The length of the 
edifice was fifty rsiz feet, its breadth seventeen and a 
half, and its height tw^ity-one. " .It was. con- 
structed according to the strictest rules of art; .and 
was adorned with a portico, oohimns, and statuep. 
It consisted of a single story, the front of which was 
provided with a door , and fourteen windows ; the 
frames of the latter, as well as the panes, being all 
formed of ice. The sides of the doors and of the win- 
dows were painted in imitation of green marble, v 0^ 
each side of the door was a dolphin, from the jneuths 
of which, by means of naphtha, volumes of flames 
were emitted in- the evening. > Next to them were 
two mortars, equal to eighty-pounders, £r<nn which 
many bombs were thrown, a quarter of a pound of 
powder being used for each, charge. On each side 
of the mortars stood three cannons, equal to . three* 
pounders, mounted upon carriages, and with wheels, 
which were often used. In the presence of a number 
of persons attached ta the court, a bullet was. driven 
through a board two inches thick, at the distance of 
sixty paces,, by one of these cannon, a quarter of a 
pound of powder being also used for a charge. .The 
interior of the edifice had no ceiling, and consisted 
of. a lobby and two large apartments, one on ^ each 
side, which were well furnished, and painted in the 
most elegant manner, though formed merely of ice. 
Tables, chairs, statues, looking-glasses, candlesticks, 
watches, and other ornaments, besides tea-dishes, 
tumblers, wine-ghisses, and even plates with pro- 
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visions, were seen in oae apartment, also formed 
of ice, Mid painted of their natural colours ; whSe 
in the other were to be seen a state bed, witii 
curtains, bed, pillows, and bed-clothes, two pairs 
of slippers, and two night-caps of the same cold 
material. Behind the cannon, the mortars, and the 
dolphins, stretched a low balustrade. On each side 
of the building was a small entrance* Here were 
pots with flowers and orange-trees, partly formed 
of ioe, and partly natural, on which birds sat. 
Beyond these were erected two icy pyramids. On 
the right of one of them stood an elephant, whidk 
was hollow, and so contrived as to throw out burning 
naphtha; while a person within it, by means of a 
tube, imitated the natnral cries of the animaL On 
the left of the other pyramid was seen the nerer* 
ftiling concomitant of all princely dwellings in 
Russia, a banya^ or bath, apparently formed of 
balks, whidi is said to have been sometteies heated, 
aoid even to have been appropriated to use. 

*'^ The appearance of the ice palace, it is said, 
was remarkably splendid when lighted up in the 
evening with numerous candles. Amusing trans* 
parencies were usually suspended in the windows, to 
increase the effect^ and the emission of flames by 
the dolphins and the elephant, all tended to ezdte 
greater surprise while the people b^eld the crys- 
talline mass." 

Hius, there wanted not, to carry on the parallel 
between this palace and the magical edifice whidi 
Milton describes, 

*♦ many a low 

Of starry lamps and bUsing cressets, fed 
With naphtha and asphaltns, yielding light 
Asftomasky. The hasty multitude 
Admixing entered ; and the work some praiae» 
And some the ardiitect.'* 
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Crowds of visiters were oontinually. seen around tkii 
fantastic and unique construction, which remained 
entire from the beginning of January ahnost to the 
middle of Marqh. The glassy fabric then began to 
melt, and was soon afterwards broken into pieces, 
and the ruins, were conveyed to the imperial ice^ 
cellar.* On the wisdom displayed in the construction 
of this costly emblem of mundane glory, the. reader 
may make his own cpmmei^t. 

Neither the design nor the limits of our work will 
allow of giving a deUuled descriptiou of the varioiM 
{>alace8 and public buildings, of St. Petersburgh. 
Both Sir John Can* and Sir Robert Ker Poirter ^eak 
in rapturous terms of the enormous hall and winter 
garden of the Taurida palace. . The former remarks, 
that an ancient pagan might here . fancy himself 
transported into the banqueting-room of Jupiter, 
The latter describes it in the following terms. '^ 3^- 
fore you enter the hall or gallery of the palace, yen 
pass through a saloon of great magnitude, which is 
supported by immense white pillars, and oman^nted 
with ancient candelabrums, saroophaguses, busts, 
yases, and other decorations of the classic ^ages. With 
these^ are mingled, in mo^st^ous association, modem, 
ill-fashioned Cupids, negroes, fantastic heads, and 
hideous pedestals of fifty -coloured marbles. On 
leaving this enormous vestibule, the hall opens at 
once upon the eye, ,and> excites an emotion whiQh 
must be felt, to be imagined. I had not an oppor- 
tunity of measuring this apparently measureless place,, 
and therefore will not pretend to guess its dimen- 

• Kraft's work contain* two views of the interior, as weU as 
one of the ftont of the palace. A copy of the latter is given by. 
J>r. LyaM, In his Travds in Russia (voL iL p. 390), firom which we 
bare taken this account. 
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jkMifl.* A dodble nnge of loi^ oolimma liae ISke 
m forest on either side, and when you loeik np to 
their capitals, the height is so great as ahnost to pain 
the eye. But there the sublimity of this gigantio 
chamber ceases. A poverty-stricken, flat ceiling, with 
little insignificant urns in a squeesed shape, fini^ 
most abruptly what might oth^wise hare been }»er- 
fection. Had it been ardied, the effect would have 
been unequalled in Europe. Between the pillars are 
j^aced statues, most of them modem and of indif. 
ferent merit. Some fine imitatio9s of the Barberini 
and other celebrated rases, are mixed with them; 
and at each end of the gallery, at some distance from 
tiie wall, itre excdlent copies of the Laoooon and the 
Cleopatra. Through the long avenue of columns, 
opoos to view a most delightftil scene, .^-a spot dedi- 
cated to perpetual summer." The garden is de- 
scribed as very extensive ; but the effect of extent is 
greatly aided by the winding and undulating walks, 
which are gravelled or neatly turfed, and lined with 
roses and other flowers, leading iamid flowery hedges 
and fruit-trees, chiefly orange-trees of an enormous 
slie, planted in tubs sunk into the earth, and con- 
cealed by fine mould. As the roof, from the size 
of the garden, could not be supported without pillars, 
lAiese are disguised under the form of pahn-trees.-f* 
The heat is maintained by concealed flues in the 
walls and pillars, and under the earth are conveyed 

• Stoxdi daKTibet it in general terms* as ** upwards of one bun- 
dred paces in length, and proportionaldy broad,** but does not give 
us any idea of its height Sir John Carr has given a sketch of the 
liaU, which. Sir Robert says, gives a just idea of its appearaaoe, 
and in which the colnmns are lepvesented as between 80 and 90 
feethi^ 

t So StonA says; but they do not appear in Sir J(^ Can^ 
drawing. 
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laaden pipea filled with bmliog water* The whole 
of the pavilion is lighted by lofty windows $ and from 
the ceiling are suspended several magnificent lustres 
of the richest cut-glass. '^ Here," says Sir John, in 
his flowery style, '^ while the polar winter m raging 
without, covering the world with white, and harden- 
ing the earth to marble, when water tossed in the 
air drops down in ice, may be seen the f<diage and 
inhaled the fragrance of an Arabian grove, in the 
soft and benign climate of an Italian spring. The 
novelty and voluptuous luxuriance of this green, 
refreshing spectacle, seen through the colonnade of 
massy white pillars, and reduplicated by vast mirrors, 
is matchless.** * 

In thid palace, Prince Potemkin, soon after his 
return from the conquest of the Crimea, gave the 
most gorgeous and costly entertainment to his im- 
perial mistress ever recorded since the days of Roman 
luxury,— and it was his last: he died shortly after. 
In this colossal hall, the walls of which were splendidly 
illuminated, were spread tables groaning with the 
delicacies of every region, and the most costly wines. 
A prodigious cistern of solid silver, containing sterlet 
soup, is said alone to have cost 10,000 rubles. The 
orchestra exceeded 600 vocal and instrumental per. 
formers ; and the banquet was succeeded by a series 
of magnificent exhibitions, scenic and theatric, which 
lasted till midnight. In the centre of the pavilion, 
on a lofty pedestal, this splendid barbarian had 

* Mr. Jamei mentiont also the hanging-gankm of the PakOt 
iTHhMr, and thoee of Prince Gasuin, m true ipedmenB of Rtuiiaa 
luxury. Thewrire **partenrea open to the Ay above, and wannei 
tntour by heated flues : they aie genenHy iQBifed on terraces to the 
levd or the first or second story of the house, whither having 
mounted, the stranger, to his great surprise, finds himself ushered 
into duMly walks, and trees, and groves." 
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ciosed to be erdoted a statue of 1ii« benefactren, c«it 
in Carrara marble. This statue waatDrned oOt ^ 
the palace by her unhappy son. ' Instigated, probably, 
by the hatred he bore to the memory of Potenikitf, 
Paul, in one of his ^' darkened hours," o onv »i* w d 
this palace into barracks, and the hall, pavilion, arid 
saloon, into a riding-school for his troops ! 

We must now take leave of what Mr. James bai 
perhaps justly pronounced ^' die fairest dty of th^ 
world," — in which the elegant symmetries of Chredaa 
and Roman art are seen united widi the gargeous 
pride of the East. To him, its first appiearance was 
peculiarly striking, as he approached it after travdlfdg 
a wild, uncultivated country, in his way from Fin- 
Umd; but its effect, he says, ^^ would be stupendous 
even without the aid of this contrast : it is a 'dty of 
new-built palaces." The marble palace, the inqierial 
winter residence, the admiralty (presenting the longeit 
regcdar /apod^ of any building in Europe, being mere 
than a quarter of a mile in extent, with six po r ticoes^ 
the Isaac place, one of the finest squares in Europe, 
with the equestrian statue of Peter the Great, ito 
academy, the fortress, the gilded domes and spins 
of t^e various churches, and a thousand other aaatp-' 
tuous edifices, are seen rising on either side onner ^ 
quays of granite, and lining the long perspective til 
it is almost lost in the distance. In the midst, tlrt 
white surface of the Neva is seen spotted with a 
thousand moving figures. The infinite variety and 
gay costume of the Russian population, — the nof«l 
aspect of stout, majestic men, with solemn beardi 
and pladd countenances, who may be seen sUdiii^ 
down hills in go-carts, or whirled after one another 
in a round-about, or engaged in some religious pro- 
cession, new even to those familiar with the pageants 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



if Roman CalMu^ ooomt^es, ^ogedier with ^dM 
strange physiogBomy and Twdous drass of individailf 
•f the .A^iftlic tribes subject Co RHsda, who frequently 
Tisit the vnetropoliSf-'aU concur to heighten the 
knpression of wonder made on a stranger by the first 
view of this goi^gpeoiui ciq»ltal^ and prepare 1^ to find 
In the inhidMtantsa people little assimilated to the 
cost of J^urope. We reserve, howenrer, a surrey of 
the natiimal mi^mers and aodal diaracter of the 
Russians for another i^aees to study diem to ad* 
vaatage, the trav^er must visit Moscow. 

Within the distance of thirty miles from St. Peters* 
hnrgh; tiiere are aevend pehiees bdongiiig to the 
cn^eror; but they are mer^ large ecmntryuseats^ 
with gardens in the Engli^ ^7^^ And present no* 
thing particularly worthy of nodee. The nrnd ^Toira 
the capital to tiie palace of Peterhof, is situated at a 
small distance £ftnn the Gulf of Finland, and is almost 
enttfdly Jmed widi the eountry seats «f the nobility. 
Near tint place is a curious fabrique for polishing 
feebUms stenes, the machinery of whichis moved by 
^9ibers ihe stones are diiefly jasper and porphyry, 
teottgbt fiom Sibeiia. The palace of Oranienbaum, 
whieh also is situated near the shore of ihe Oulf of 
I^nhuid, about twenty-seven mSes from St; Peters- 
hnri^ is worthy of notice as having been eKsotedby 
Prince Mentdiikof^ the favourite of Peter ^e Great, 
while he was at tiie hei^t of that power to which 
few favourites, even In Rusria, or ui^er the Asiatic 
de^otisms, have ever attahied. Schlussenhurgh, about 
forty miles from die capital, is aftntress eelebrated in 
Russian history for the numb^ and rank of the state 
prisoners diat have been confined in it. The road 
nms die whole way by die side of the Neva, the 

PART I. t 
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iMMikt of whkik are tteep and high, and are etudded 
with many villages and ooimtry-homei. 

The place most worth yisitiiig, however, in the 
vifiinity of St. Petersborgh, is Gronstadt, a naval sta- 
tion, about ten leagues from the a^tal, in the island 
<tf Retuzari, in the Gulf of Finland, of widek it foraa 
a strong bulwark. There are two passages that lead 
to the mouth of the Neva, one on the north, the other 
on the south : the latter is the only passage by whidi 
ships of burden can approach ike capital, and this is 
commanded on <me side by Crcmstadt, and on the 
other by Cronchlot, which stands on another island. 
Both these forts are strongly built and fortified. At 
Cr<mstadt are the arsenals and docks of the Russian 
navy. Machines called camels, similar to those 
employed at Amsterdam and Hamburgh, are used 
to float the ships built at St. Petersburgh over the 
bar at the mouth of the river. The oak used in build- 
ing ships at Gronstadt, oomes diiefly from the distant 
province of Casan, and is consequently very expensive. 
The harbour is very spacious, and omsists of three 
divisions. The largest of lihese, called the Merchants* 
Harbour, will contain GOO sail, but is exposed, as well 
as the Middle Harbour, to the west wind. The War 
Harbour is of small size and d^th : it is designed 
for ships of war which are on service or under repair ; 
and adjmning it are the docks. The houses fhmtii^ 
the harbour, which are built of brick, stuccoed white, 
have a handsome appearance ; and, together with the 
lofty and spacious magasines, inspire expectations 
which are not realised on entering the town : there 
we find ill-paved streets and houses for the most part 
of wood. The public buildings are, the imperial hos- 
pital for sailors, the dvil hospital, the barradu, five 
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Russian drardies, induding the cadiedral chorch o# 
St. Andrew, a lintheran, and an English church; 
The population is estimated at 40,000 males, of whom 
at least 10,000 are sailors. The greater part of the . 
inhahitants are Russians, hut there are also English, 
C^ermans, Ihitoh, Americans, and Finlanders. It 
stands in lat. 59^ 59" 26'' N. ; long. 29<> 49^ SO'' £. 

Next to St. Petershurgh in commercial importance, 
with the exception perhaps of Odessa, is the city oC 



RIGA. 

This place, the a^ital of liivonia, is situated in a 
large plain on die Dwina or Duna, about nine miles 
from the sea, in hit: 56* ^ 1" N., long. 24* T 45" E. i 
285 miles W.S.W. of St. Petershurgh^ and 235 S.S.E.- 
of Stockholm. The provinces of Livonia and Esthoma 
W0:e both conquered from the Swedes by Peter the 
Oreat. They are described by Mr. Coxe, who tra- 
vdled through them in 1779, as by no means fertile^ 
but well cultivated, producing grain, hemp, and flait, 
and favourable to the rearing of cattle. Narva, the 
first town of consequence in the route from the capi- 
tal, is situated on the Narova, eight miles fnnn its 
entrance into the Gulf of Finland, and 83 miles 
W.S. W. of St. Petershurgh. It has more the appear* 
ance of a German than of a Russian town. The 
houses are of brick, stuccoed white. Hie population 
is between 3 and 4,000. The ^rindpal exports are 
hemp, flax, timber, and com. In the suburb of Ivan- 
gorod are the remains of an extensive fortress built by 
the Czar Ivan Vassilievitch, which overhangs the Na- 
rova in a very picturesque manner. Near this town, 
in 1700, Peter the Great was defeated by Charles XII., 
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tlieii only nmeteen yean Mi tliefoniier oonumbi^d 
33^000, tlie latter 9,0Od mou Of tbe Rtsudaas, ad 
many 'vrere tak&a. ]»i80iiien, that only the officen 
were detained. In less than five yean afberwaida, 
Peter took Narra by asK^lt. 

Dorpc, 116 miles from Narva, suffered In a fnost 
dreadfiil manner daring the wars between ihe 
Swedes and the Russians. Hiis ancient town, 
^tuated oni the river Etn^adi, b^ing in the li^ 
road to the capital, enjoys a considerable traftc 
A university, with a large revenue, was established 
here in 1802; there are also a library, a museum, 
and a botanic garden. A great annual fair is held 
here. It stands in li*. 58« 2SK 46" H., long. 25« 28' 
iy* E< Between this place and Narva Ues the lake 
Pe^HniflB. Romid ]>orpt, the country is extremi^ ier« 
tile, 80 M to little been adled the gcanary of the Nordi. 
Tlus fertile district stitches as far as Riga, which, 
however, is sturoimded with d^, barren sands. 

The situation of Riga is h^hly favourable for 
trade, as the Dwina is navigable as fer as the N.E. 
part of Pohuad and the westera provinces of Rag. 
aa, and can receive ships of burthen ckne to tiM 
w^ls of the town. The exports are computed at a 
SEuUioQ sterling, of whk^ foli half ve sent to Eng« 
land and Scotland. The merchants are chiefly fo- 
r^gna^s, — English and Scotch honses. The ardde 
of export for whidi it is most cdebrated, is masts. 
Persons called mast-brokers are sent into the Russian 
provinces bordering on the Dniep^, ti^o mark the trees 
fit for the purpose, which are conveyed by liiat river, 
a short land carriage, and the Bwina. The hemp, 
another article of esqwrt, is brou^t from the Ukr^dne 
and Poland by the same route ; but, as the barges in 
whidi it is conveyed, of 250 or 800 tons, can pass 
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ihit Dwiaa only when it it deep, two yean are em# 
ployed in conveying the hemp to IUga» Over ^e 
Dwina, at this town, there is a floating wooden bridge, 
which rises and falls with the river : it is taken to 
pieces when the frost begins. The town stands on 
tiie right $ the sabnrbs on the left bank of the river. 
Though -the houses are geieraUy of stone, and a 
number of them are neat, the town is far from 
handsome, the streets being narrow and crooked^ 
The principal pabUc buildings are, the town-house, 
the ezdiange, ^e house of assembly for the States 
of Livonia, the arsenal, the hospital of 8t. Oeorge, 
and the -Kathariilenhof. There are also a lyoeum, 
an endowed high sdiool^ a pid^ library, a cabinet 
of natural history, and a Hterary society. Though 
iiot rsjgnlariy foctified, Riga is a plaoe of some strength^ 
being surrounded with im earthen mound and moat, 
and there is also a citad^ U has suffered at diH 
ferent times, both Inxn fires and sieges. It wat 
besieged by the Rusrians in 1666 1 hy the Saxons 
and Pdes in 1760 ; by the Russians in 1761 ; and 
hy the French in 1812, when its suburbs were burned. 
The popnhition is esdmated at 36,666. The whole 
of livonia is now comprehended in the €kyvemment 
of Riga, as £ftthoi»a » inchided ki the Government 
oTReveL 

Sixteen miles beyond Riga, the traveller enters 
Courland, which was united to Russia in 1795; it 
was really imder its influence long before. This 
province is fertile and well cultivated ; its exports are 
flax, hemp, com, and timber. Amber is found on its 
shores. Its inhabitants are Letts, Germans, and 
Livonians. Mittau, the capital, where Louis XVIII. 
for some time resided, is a town of little importance^ 
liebao being the seat of nearly all the c ommer ce of 
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like pravinoe. The Niemea forms the boimtoy be* 
Iween Ckmrlaad and Pnuna. 



FROM ST. PETERSBURGH TO ABO. 

It is rather more than 100 years (A.]>. .1721) sinos 
Russia acquired a portion of Finhmd from Sweden* 
In 1743, by the treaty of Abo, she acquired another 
portion ; and by the peace of Fredericksham, in 1809, 
Alexander obtained tbe remainder. It is divided 
into seven ^ovinoes, of which East Bothnia is the 
least fertile. Though rye, oats, and barley will 
come to maturity, yet, the produce is so ..trifling as 
well as uncertain, ihsX the inhabitants Jare, obliged to 
depend at all times on importation ; and frequently 
are driren to the necessity of mixing chopped straw^ 
the bark of trees, and similar articles, with the meal 
of which. they make their bread. The Fins are 
decidedly a distinct race from the Russians; and 
their dress, manners, and character are also differait. 
,They are of a middle stature, fair complexion, g^e* 
rally red hair, their beards shaven, and their hairy 
parted at top, is suffered to hai^ over their shoulders. 
A thoughtful disposition, often darkening into me* 
lancholy, and a singular language, which has the 
peculiarity of being without prepositions,*. ccnnidete 
the national portrait. 

* To supply this defidency. the cases of the nouns aie Tarisd 
to the number of sixteen. The Tshudiah tribes, under -which 
term are comprehended the Fins, the Laplanders, the EsthonianSf 
and the Liv<nians, are a race of unknown origin, but certainly 
having no connexion with the Huns oar Mollis. Tlieir xegpecdye 
languages differ only as peculiar dialects, the difference arising 
partly from a mixture of Scandinavian, partly from other causes. 
In Lapland, almost every diurdi is said to have a peculiar verdoa 
of the service. The Finnish is intermediate between the Uq^ 
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.Mr. CoQce viiitod this part of Fkilaad in 1799^ 
consequently before its annention to Russia. He 
left St. Petersborgh for Wylnirgfa, on the 3d of 
Febroary, the very middle of the sererest season, and 
he gires the following aoooont of his travelling 
e^ipment. ^' I had on a suit of Bath dnigget, 
lined with flannel ; two pairs of worsted stodsings, 
slipperi, over which I had boots, wdl secured with 
flannel and fur ; these boots I generaDy wore in the 
carriage, but puBed off whoi I entered a house. If 
the weather had proved unoommonly severe, I was 
proHded with a kind of sheep-skin case, with the 
wed on the inside, for each of my legs, which reached 
to my waist, and was large enough to enclose my 
boots. I wrapped round my body a gi^eat-coat of 
blue nankeen, lined with lambskin ; and occasionally 
added a large pehsse orftir robe. I had a bear, 
skin muff, and iny head was enveloped in a black 
vdvet cap, quiltad with eiUc and cotton, whidi co> 
vered.my cheeks, was tied under my diin, and might; 
U necessary, be drawn over my Jsoe. Thus accoutred, 
I could venture to. defy even the c(^ of. Laphmd. 
Our train consisted of eight sledges, indnding tiiose 
^ypmpriated to the baggage,— -partly open, and partly 
covered. A sledge of this sort is shaped 10ce a cradle; 
its tih, which rises from the hinder extremity, and 
projects to about two fieet, was open in front, but 

taadiA sad tiie EstlK»laa,vbidi, idlh len variety of temiinst^ 
tan Mveral intricate combinations. The Livoidan is much mixed 
with other languages, and has been almost superseded by the 
Lettish or Littiuanian, a mixture of Slavonic and German, which 
k vemaeular in Letttand and Couiiand, and is purest about 
Mittan and Riga. The ancient Couilanden were Fins, and Ais 
dialect has redeived ftom them a mixture of Finnish. There is 
said to be a considerate resemblance also between the Finnidi and 
the Hunfarian.— Set Von ADSLmra'a MUhHdateg, 
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proHdMl with ourUum, whiofa n^t he drawn and 
tied toflpether, wfaenerer the weather wm scfirera. The 
eutiide was aecured with mattiBg and oil-ikin, aad 
the inside with ooarse dotfa^ Within, was a ma t ti es s , 
feather-bed, and coverlid or quilt of ceareejcloth. In 
this traveling conch I sometimea la^ extended at foH 
length ; soiMtiBMS sat cross4agged lika a Taxk ; and 
at othw times raised myself on a stet formed by two 
coshione. Each sledge was draito by two hemes, 
which, 0a aooowtt of the narrownem of the roadi^ 
w«re hsmesseri one before the other. The nsuai rate 
of trenrellingiafromeix toei^mflesanhoor. The 
motion of the oarrii^ ever the beatoi snow, was se 
•a«y as to bt almost isnpereepttble ; and I nerver per^ 
formed .any josniey in a niore eommodions manner* 
Thoii^ we oentinued enr Mnite durinf^ the nighty 
and there ^i^aa no moen, yet, sm aniora bcirealii and 
the whitenMs of the snow aupplled an agieeaUe 
qpecies Of twihgbtk The road, or rather patk^ through 
whidit oar route lay, was seamsely more than a yard 
in breadth, smiit two or three feet below the le?el of 
the inew, add haidened by the v^ieated pressore of 
the hones end sledges. When two oaniageB met in 
this iwnww traol&, the herses ^4Uch turned out of tiie 
way, sank into the soft, nntrodd^ snow -as high m 
Ihsir girths." 

Wyburgh^ the priiioi|Ma town in 4hai pen 4>f Fin^ 
land which was wrested from the Swedes by Peter the 
Gi^BBt, wasrbiuh intiie iSdrteenth c^tdry, a*2i mifitary 
etation, to dieck the increasing power of the republic 
of NoTogoiod. Its fortifications still remain. Its Fin« 
ttishnameisSmnelittda. It was formerly the capital of 
aD^ Cardia, aind an episcopal city. The population is 
now between 3 and 4,000. The castle is an interest^ 
Ing building. The town oontains four diurchea,^ three 
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ha^ktmn and one Rmrian, a laig« military hoipital, 
a gyiiiBasiiim, a gOTBmor's palaee, and oomiderable 
ttagaainef. It earriet on. an active trade in planke, 
teUaw, vena, pitch, and potash. Lat. IM)^ 42" 4(K^ N., 
long* 46° W 60" £. 

Mr. Jamef, who Tinted Rwria in 1814, arrired at 
Wyburgh from the Aland Isles, after having travelled 
4liKNigh Sweden f and he describes as very strongly 
marited the transitkMi by wMdi the traveller here 
0iU9ers on a new territory. ^^ fiowever vague and 
ideal)" he says, ^^ the marks of geograpfakal boondvy 
BSfty appear, it most be dOowed that, mi passing the 
lune, an dhnoet insttintaneoqs ^tiffereneeis every where 
aj^rent. The infaabttants of 'tins province have 
MMMHated themeeires estisely to the taste and man^ 
.MM o£ their oeofuenxnij and, being mixed with 
AwnerQUf cokmiets,. are now beootmtm truly Bnssiaa 
people, Oa waking at an eaiiy h(mr< after a sound 
deep in my sledge, I gaaed with wonder at tiie spec*. 
taele that presented its^ kk the streets of Wyborglb 
The glare of white houses, tfasir green roo£i and 
erienud cupolas, the noble maiuioBs of the wealthy^ 
and the leligioos £uie, att se. ipacioiis and splendid in 
ewiyearjeaii of what we had lately been aoenstomed te 
ste^ and yet, above aU, the Hew costume of the by# 
standers, dressed in long, Uue caftans, their bare 
neckS) their flowing beards, dieir sash^ cap, and boots 
of rod 9 were altogether objects so singuhur, that the 
spectacle iospfessed itself on my mmd as a dream of 
theBMMming, rather than as a soene of veal Ufe. The 
men seemed ^iiite another race of bmngs i no longer 
the modest, homely Fin, but persons of a strong mas«. 
cuHne habit, carrying a stobbom and listless mien, 
that, combined with their majestic stature, seemed by 
no means devoid of dignity ; wliile the coloured omi^ 
f2 
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raents wUh whiek they were aet off, lent them. wih.tSr 
of giotesque magnifioenoe, not ill aooording with the 
thowj ImilduigB that rairounded nt. Evecy object, 
in short, whieh met our eyes, partook of the same 
character, and bore a hint of its Asiatac or%hi.^' J^ 

The country between this town and Abo, is de- 
scribed as, for the most part, ^*' a suoeession of hill 
and dale, abounding in forests of fiii and bir«h, inter- 
spersed with numerous lakes, and thickly overapsead 
with shattered fragments of granite, which look like 
the wrecks of mountains." When Mr. Coze teavelled 
this route, there was no moon, nor even the smallest 
gleam of an aurora borealis ; but, from the strosg 
light reflected from the snow, the <train of slec^ 
made a very picturesque afq^easance as they ^' woimd 
round the whitened hills, 'jnerced into the thi^ 
forests, or ezte&ded in a straight line along tfaefroaen 
surface of the lakes ;" and the silence of night was 
frequently relieved by the^ carols of the drivers, who 
sang the most simple and pleasing airs. Hie Fins 
are very fond of music, and of the composition and 
recitation of songs. At their fairs, and often in their 
private meetings, the poet^ in the midst of a drde of 
auditors, redtes or sings one line, when a coadjutor, 
taking up tite last word, finishes the line along with 
him, and thai r^^ts it alone. The first speaker, hi 
the mean time, recfdlects or composes the succeedii^ 
line, which he then sings, and his assistant repeats; 
and thus they proceed till the poem is ended. 
' Near Fredoicksham, a small but strongly fortified 
town between Wyburgh and Abo, there is a bridge 
which formed the hmit betweai Swedish and Russia 



* James's Journal of a Tour in Gennany, dec, vol. L (Sd ed.) 
p. 390. 
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Finhuid, before the total subjugatioxi of this coantfy 
by the present emperor. This bridge dakns ^* a sort 
of historiod notoriety from the mad d^nrioe of the late 
Chistavus AdolphiM, who, oatstrippin|^ the limits of 
his jurisdiction, ordered the hidf of the bridge on the 
Russian side, as well as that on his own, to be painted 
with the Sweetish colours. This pitiful act of aggres- 
sion afterwards formed one of the pretexts of a war^ 
that led his country to the very^brink of destruction, 
and, by its consequences, deprived the ancientUood of 
Vasa of their inheritance.*** 

The road generally followed from this hrldge to 
Abo, lies near die shore of the Gulf of Bothnia. 
Masses of granite rocks, hills^ and woods^ diversify the 
country. Gfrouse, blads-cocks, and ptarmigans abound 
in this district ; and the cock of the wood, a laerge 
species of grouse, almost equal in size to a small 
turkey, is sometimes seen. In a very romantic situ- 
ation, on a rising shore, near several rocks and im- 
mense fragments of granite^ stands Helsingfors ; near 
it is Sviaborg, the Gibraltar of the North. This 
fortress is not less singular in its construction, thaii 
remarkable for its strength. Six islands, whidi lie 
within the circumference of four miles, in the Gulf of 
Finland, about three miles and a half from Helsing- 
fors, compose the fortress ; or rather, strictly speak- 
ing, the three largest of these islands, connected by 
bridges, form the fortress its^, while the other three, 
strongly fortified, serve as its outworks. The works 
are partly blasted from the gp*anite rock, and partly 
built of the same materiaL The walls are from six 
to ten feet thick, and in a few places forty-eight 
high. Eight hundred pieces of cannon protect this 

♦ James'i Jounwl« Ate vol. L p. 877« 
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fortiKM, wUA htM Mooranio^Atieiit for 12,900 mmk, 
Thirv ii abo A dry dock, with an anenal, fte. These 
worka, which nature and art seem to have oracibiiied 
to render impregnable, were lurrendered bjr treachoy 
te the Biusiane, both in the first and leGond ware ti 
Finland.* 

The country, for IdO miles, j^esents a picturesque 
diveraty ef hiU and dale, and is better pet^^ed than 
most odber parts of Finland. Abo is situaited «t the 
union of the 6^s i)i Bothnia uid Finland, on the; 
banks of a small rirer, and is built partly on a ridge 
of steep rooks, and partly on • plain. Most of the 
houses aire of woed^ painted red i some are of bric^ 
It is an episcopal dty, and has, besides its cathedral, 
a imiverHty, founded by Queen Christina in 1640, 
and enlarged by the present JSmperor of Russia. Abo 
has a Qommodious harbour, and enjoys a oonsideraUe 
trade I its chief exports are timber, iron, tin, oorui 
and linen. There is here one of the best glass-houses 
in the Russian dominions. The pcqnilation in 17919 
was 11,500, but it hss since then been on the increasei 
It stands In lat. 60** 28' N., long. 22<» 7 E* 

Mr. James mentions a singular custom as existiHg 
at Ab(k The prevalent religion here, as in Sweden, 

* At this plaoe^ Mr. James *' made a trip over the sea, in avessd 
moving with skaits on the ice ;" an amusement which he thus de- 
kribes i^^* It was a frame of wood« laid down as the deck ef a 
ship; twoskaitswere placed under tbe bows, and s tbird, beini 
movable oo a pivot, supplied the pla«e of 9 raddoc For obviofif 
reasons she was rather awkward in her stays; and unless her 
crew shifted their seat ftom one side to the other with great adroit- 
aeM, was infmibly oversee tier raotidn was tremtndously tvpid, 
sod she hd4&c(»nplen«Bnt ol twentgr or thirty; penons; bi|t,.as 
the snow was necessarily cleared out for her track, the length of 
the Voyage was 6f a limits extent The circuit was ingeniously 
enough carried in the fcmn of a pentagon, so as to enable her to 
take advantage of every wind.*'— Jbtima/, v<^ L p. 3^. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EUS8IA. 86 

Id iha Lutheran. ^^ Th0 goUynnimtion of nuurriagM 
lak«s place onl^r Qnoe a year, and that en a fixed day 
in the teeaiing antunuu Before this time arrives, 
the expectant lorer U not permitted, by the custom of 
the Umd, to pay his addresses in person to the object 
of his wishes. His offer is made by sending a piece 
of money, thai is a^c^ted or not, as the fair one is 
inclined to ^prove or reject his suit ; but both the 
oenyeyance.of this td&en of love, and the whole of the 
alter ceremonials, are carried on through the inter- 
vention of some old woman of the village, whose occu- 
pation and calling may seem enviable to some bustling 
gentlewomen of othec countries, being that of a regu- 
larly established matcfa^naker." 

The summer route from St. Petersbuigh to Stock- 
hohn, is by land to Abo; and thence, by ship, through 
the islands of this part of the Gulf of Bothniii, to 
Aland t crossing this, a more open sea bears the 
traveller, to the capital of Sweden. This route is 
likewise foUowed in winter, when the ice is sufficiently 
strong in the gulf, and among tho islands ; otherwise^ 
the route lies round the top of the gulf by Temeo* 
Both Mr. Goxe and Mr. James cnnsed theFrozen Sea, 
About foTt^ miles from Abo, the former arrived npon 
the Gulf of Bothnia. .The track over the frozen sur- 
face between the islands, is mari^ed out by boughs of 
trees placed at intervals, and, on shore, by large poles 
with bunches of straw on their tops. The duty of 
providing these necessary way-marks, devolves upon 
the inhabitants of the several parishes respectively. 
Notice is given at church as soon as the ice may be 
reckoned secure, and certain distances are allotted to 
the share of each individual. Travelling by night is 
extremely dangerous, not merely from the danger of 
wandering from the path, but also from the laigs 
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holes which frequently occur in the ice. Some of the 
islands are hare granite; others are cov»ed with 
underwood, and well inhabited. In some phiees, Mr. 
Coxe found the ice regular and smooth ; in others, 
froaen into waves and large masses. The peasants of 
one island, where he Btoyped during the night, are 
described as well clothed and very honest. Their 
cottages, like those in Russia, were formed of trees 
piled one on the other, containing two or three apart- 
ments, small, but neat and dean. They had many 
conveniences unknown to the Russian peasants, par- 
ticularly beds. While our Travdler was hare, the 
weather suddenly changed: a storm, followed by a 
clear, warm sun, rendered the remaining passage 
rather more dangerous, several apertures having been 
formed in the ice, which had moreover become less 
solid and strong. It was therefore deemed prudent 
that the party should be preceded by a guide, who 
carried « hatchet and plumbing iron ; the former to 
cut the ice, and the latter to measure its thickness. 
In about eight hours, proceeding in this manner, 
Mr. Coze readied the isle of Aland, a -distance of 
about thirty-five miles. 

The main island, which gives name to all the rest, 
is about 40 miles in length, and from 12 to 16 in 
breadth. It contains 15 villages, and 9,000 inhabitants. 
Each householder is his own carpenter, shoemaker, 
tailor, fisherman, baker, and miller. The coiii-mills 
almost equal in number the houses : they are rudely 
and cheaply made, the sails of wooden planks, and 
the mill-stones are shaped like the quern of the High- 
lands of Scotland. Their cabins are seldom painted- 
Sheep-skins form their common dress, and bags of 
dried seal-skins serve for their shoes. '^. Upon a 
general view of their condition," remarks Mr. James, 
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^ th6 Fins are not mudi improved (the rastics at 
least) since the days when we first hear their names 
mentioned ; and the short, pithy description of Tacitus 
is often quoted in aDusion to their present habits and 
character. I do not know that their late annexation 
to the Russian dominions has been productive of any 
symptoms of discontent or ill.wilL The peasants in 
Aland, it is true, complained of the exactions of the 
soldiery ; and, generally speaking, their hcmest preju. 
6ioes seemed to incline them in favour of the govern- 
ment they had so long been accustomed to obey. Yet, 
the mere wealthy and thinking classes cannot but feel 
the advanta^ of their present situation. Incorporated 
with a more powerful state, they are delivered from the 
perpetual dread of seeing their country made the seat of 
war ; their trade and commerce are more free and more 
liberally encouraged ; while, as far as it can be made 
compatible with the Russian system, they are granted 
the exercise of their ancient liberties, customs, and 
privileges ; — fbr the policy that attends the Russian 
schemes of aggrandisement, in this respect as well as 
<fthers, is ever that of the Roman conqueror." 

We have now conducted our readers to the western 
Hmit of this immense empire, for so the line of its 
boundary in this direction was settled by the treaty 
of 1809. Returning to Abo, and proceeding in a 
N.W. direction, no place of importance or interest 
occurs during a long and dreary interval, till we reach 

ARCHANGEL. 

The government <rf Olonetz, which lies between 
that of Finland and that of Archangel, presents for 
nearly its wh<^e surface^ an assemblage of stones, lakes, 
mofVMes, and forests ; so that its thin population are 
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obHfed to depend for the neoefitaries ci life almetl 
entirely on oUier parts (^ Runia. In its mountains 
are found quarries of a species of marble and of por- 
phyry, and mines of iron uid copper t oa these, the 
inhabitants exerdse their skill and industay, and &om 
these they draw the means of subsistence. Their 
whole number does not reach 20^,000, of whom the 
Russians form one half, and the CarelianS) a tribe of 
Fins, the other. Lake Onega lies within the limits 
of this government, between Lake Ladoga aad ^ 
White Sea. 

The government of Ardiangel is 'of great ««tait« 
stretching eastward to the borders of Asia, and to the 
west as far as the goverment of Oloaets and Swedirii 
and Danish Lapland. The Frozen Oceaai and tbe 
White Sea form its nrathem boundaries, aad tiie 
goremments of Vologda and OlonetB its southern. 
Within its limits are also comprised the island of 
Novai Zemlia^ or the New Land, (tnqin^rly eaBed 
Nova Zembla,) and several other small islands of the 
Arctic Ocean. Its surface is covered with a number 
of lakes and morasses ; and, in prc^rtion to its mtSf 
its population is very trifling, consisting of Russians, 
Laplanders, and Samoids. The last are a nomadk 
and id<datrou3 tribe, scarcely raised above the lowest 
scale of ignorance and barbarism, living by the ehaM 
and fishing. Of the other inhabitants, ^e more dv!- 
lised employ themselves in feeding cattle, and in fat? 
tening calves for the St. Petersburgh market: the 
excellency of Archangel veal has been already noticed. 
Such of them as live near the sea, are employed in 
catching whales, herrings, &c., for which they sODie- 
dines go even as far as Spitfeb^gen. Fnt$ arealit 
an artide of thdr traffic, and eider-dowti. 

In Uiis barren district stands the <9ty of Aichaageli 
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iofm&tly die OBljmtaitSaiB plact in BuiiiayCtnd iBvk- 
kig in 8MBe and coaue^nes waatmg the dae( dtits in 
the eminra s it ftall retains • cimiideraUe {MTtion of im. 
portance and wealtii. It stands <m the Dvina, where 
it falls into the Gulf of Archangel, or part of the 
White Sea, in lin. «4« 38^ 3^' N., long. 38° 59^ 3(K' £. 
We have already meatioBed its aoddental dise^ery 
hy thf& English in ld68. At that period, and till the 
eonqnests of Peter the Great on the shores of the 
Baltic led to the founding of St. Petersburghf Ardu 
angel was the emporium of Russia. Since then, its 
trade has declined, and its population, which, in its 
flourishing state, amounted to 30,000, does not now 
teach 7»000 sodls. Their early and long^eontinued 
interoeurse with the English, introduced among the 
inhabitants a degree of mercantile information and 
general intelligeBMe very superior to that wMch other 
Itaiisien metdiants possessed ; and Mr. Cosce maiu 
tioBs'that, eren so lately as when he visited St. Peters* 
hvi^h, the most honest and int^Ugqnt among the 
matcihants and tradesmen of the ciqdtal, were the 
nadTes of Archangel . and its environs. Many of 
them were employed fay the members of the British 
£Mtory to superintend their wardiouses; and they 
bese the general character of faithful and industrious 
servants. In the days of iu prosperity, a great &dr 
was hdd at Archangel in the month of August, during 
wMoh 300 sh^ EngMsh, Dutch, French, Swedish^ 
and Danish, were often to be seen in its harbour. 
But, though the commerce of this pbce has much fidlen 
off, the Dwina, on which it stands, foms the chief 
oommunication between the northern and western 
parts of Siberia, f^rom which iron and various kinds of 
iiirs are procured: these, with hemp, flax, potash, 
caviare, tar, tallow, hides, timber^ &Qi, are the chief 
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artides of ezjwrt. lu merdumta not only trade with 
the foreigners who visit their port, bnt frequent the 
fairs of the interior of the empire, and proceed, for 
the porposes o£ trade, sometimes even as fiEff as the 
frontiers of China. 

• We must now return to St. Petertborgh, and take 
the route to Moscow, the ancient capital of the Rus- 
sian empire, and, within these few years, the scene of 
one of the most memorable events in ancient ot 
modem hist(»y. 

FROM ST. PETERSBURGH TO MOSCOW. 

The .carriage road between 8t. Petersburgh and 
Moscow, as in most other parts of Russia, is con- 
structed in the following manner : ^^ Trunks of trees 
are laid transversely in rows. parallel to each other, 
and are bound down in- the centre, and at each extre- 
mity, by long poles or beams, fastened into the ground 
with wooden pegs ; these, trunks are covered with 
layers of lx)ughs, and the whde is strewed over with 
)sand and earth. When the. road is new, it is re- 
markably good ; but, as the trunks decay or sink into 
the ground^ and as the sand or earth is worn away, 
or washed off by. the rain, (as is frequently the case 
for several miles together,) it is broken into innu- 
merable hdes ; and the jolting of the carriage over 
the bare timber can better be conceived than de- 
scribed."* In winter, however, the snow, in most 
parts of Russia, admits of a much more pleasant and 
expeditious mode of travelling by means of sledges. 

« The inhabitants of Russia, to alleviate this inconvenience 
universally fill their travelling carriages with soft pillows, taken 
from their beds, whidi give a particularly luxurious but grotesque 
appearance to their equipages. 
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The distance between the two capitals is 487 miles. 
Peter the Great b^;an to construct a road which was 
to be continued the whole way, in a straight line, — 
an elevated causeway, carried over marsh and bog, 
and through thick forests of birch and fir,— .in 
odier words, a bridge of timber. When Mr. Han- 
way traveled, in 1743, only one hundred miles had 
been completed in pursuance of the original plan; 
and, according to a calculation made by him, no 
fewer than 2,100,000 trees were required. On each 
nde of this, as of all the other great provincial roads^ 
the law directs, that an esplanade should be made, 
100 yards broad, for the accommodation of cattle 
coming to mariiet :* by means of this convenience, 
the journey from the IHcraine to St. Petersburgh, 
which oocujMes two mouths, becomes practicable at 
little expense to the graziers, and with little fatigue 
or injury to their cattle. ' 

. Many vills^ges line the road from St. Petorsburgh 
to Moscow ; they are aU very similar to one another, 
consisting of a single street, with wooden cottages, 
and a few with brick houses.^ In the villages, the 
trees that form the. road, are. much more neatly aiid 
carefully joined together, than in the other parts of 
the road. The present emperor has done much to 
Dadlitate the intercourse between the two capitals: 



* " The whole Journey ftmn St Petenburgfa to Moscow* oflfen 
nothing that will strike a tiaveUer more than the town or village 
of Jedrova ; it consists of oae street, as broad as Piccadilly, formed 
by the gable-ends of wooden huts, whose rooft project fax above 
fheir bases; and this street la terminated by the church. There is 
seldom any diiBeience in constructing the poorer towns in Russia t 
a window in such places is a mark of distinction, and seldom 
found. The houses in general have only small holes, through 
whldi, as yoii drive by, yOu see a bead studi, as in a pfllory.'^- 
Clabkb'b TravOi, vol. i. p. 43. 
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a grtftt port of Utft road it altfiy Maoadtmdmd^ and 
fUUgwiees run daily. Dr. Clarice, in hia jaumey 
between the two capitals, made use of a German 
bakkr^'t which he'regards as best adapted for a 
journey in which the travdler passes from one dimata 
to another, where of course sledges cannot be used« 
It is in reality an English chariot, with a donneu^e 
bdiind ; instead of a window, there is a large lamp. 
^' Thus provided," observes Dr. Clarke, ^' a person 
may travel night and day, fearless of want of ac* 
commodati<m or of houses of repose. His carriaga 
is Jbis home, which accompanies him every where | 
and if he dioose to hak, or accidents oblige him to 
stop in the midst of a forest or a desert, he may sleepy 
read, write, eat, drink, or amuse himsdf with any 
portable musical instrument, careless of the frosts 
of the north, mr the dews, the mos^toes, and 
vermin of the south. Over snowy regions, he placea 
his house upon "a sledge, and, when the snow melts, 
upon it« wheeb ; being always careful, where wheeli 
are used for long journeys through hot countries^ 
to soak them in water whenever he stops for the 
night." A more characteristic and national vehicle 
is the hihiikay described by Sir Robert S;er Porter 
as '^ nothing more than a huge wooden cradle.*** 
Mr. Coze says, it is the old Scythian waggon. It holds 
two persons abreast; the- driver sits at the further 
end, near the horse's tail ; the hinder part is covered 
with a tilt, open in front, made of laths, and covered 
with birch, or other bark. The whole madiine does 
not contain a single piece of iron, and there are no 
springs s the body of the carriage is fastened to the 
wheels by wooden pins, ropes, and stid^ In order 

• That ia irtiidK Sir Robert tev«Ued, wst « ftEBd onadoabis 
keel, or skate of wood, strongly shod wUh izon." 
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to pretent the ineonteiii«iiee tbat would tHiae from 
the j<^iigi]isacii roads as those of Bnssia, a feather* 
bed is usually placed at ^e bottom. With this pre* 
eaation, b kUtitka is a smig aaid oomfortable vehicle. 
In some parts of Tartary, &e top is taken off at 
sight, and so^es as a tent ; hence the -Russians call 
tiie tents of the Cahmicks kibitka. 

An English traveller who had Visited the most re- 
mote and desolate parta of the Scotch Highlands, even 
half a century ago, would be ill prepared to encounter 
the inconveniences, discomforts, and privations to 
which he would be exposed in jonmeying ftom one 
capital of Russia to the other, if he did not cury 
along with him ihe means of preventing or remedymg 
them. The rt|>resehtationr of Dr. <^u>ke with 
regard to the condition of Russia, must he taken with 
much caution and quattfication ; yet, he speakn but 
the language of all other trareUem in this country, 
when he advises that nothing should be expected 
from inns Or housed of ehtertainmeot, not even 
dean straw for a bed. He enumerates the fcdlowing 
articles as forming ion indispensable pon^n of the 
traveller's baggage: — a pewier tea-pOt; a kettle; 
a saucepan, the top o( which may be used as a ditfti ; 
tea, sugar, and a large cheese ; loaves of bread made 
into rusks ; if in the winter, frozen meat ; wine in 
the cold districts, vinegar in the hot. Thus prepared, 
he may safely encounter this loi^ journey. 

The imperial palace of Tsardcoe-Sdo is the only ob- 
ject worth notice that occurs between St. Peteriburgh 
«md Novogorod. Captain Cochrane arrived at Tcars- 
koe-Selo, on the night of the 24th of May, 1820, just 
4n time to see " the emperor's favourite palace wrapt 
in an miextinguishaiUe flame." Alexander was him- 
eelf a spectator of the mtsfmrtuhe. " TBarskoe-Selo,** 
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tayt tbe Captain, ^^ was the palaee in which the em- 
peror and his brother Gonstantine had been brought 
up, and passed their earlier years. It was hither, also, 
that the emperor was accustomed to retire, when the 
cares of state permitted him, from the anxieties of a 
throne. It had been greatly embellished by his ma- 
jesty, and was considered as one of the most beautiful 
retreats in Europe.^' A l<mg avenue .of trees, superb 
mile-stones of granite and marble at the end of 
each verst, or three-quarters of a mile, a country 
enlivened with houses, and enriched by cultivation^ 
render the first ten miles interesting and ]dea8ant.' 
After that, as far as Itehora, which is twenty niiles 
from the capital, the travdler passes through an 
inhospitable and thinly-peopled district, which pre- 
pares him for the. scenes he is to witness, and the 
inconveniences he has to experience, during the 
g^reater part of the remainder of his journey to 
J^Ioscow* 

In the routes we have described through the 
conquered provinces of the Baltic, the Russian pea^ 
santry are not met with; and in the route to 
Archangel, it would have been- unfair to take out 
ideas of their general condition and character, from 
the appearance they exhibit in a remote, sterile, 
and little -frequented district. On the road from 
St. Petersburgh to Moscow, they present themselves 
under the most favourable circumstances. With a 
few exceptions, the peasants of Russia are all riaves : 
they form two classes — peasants of the crown, and 
peasants bdonging to individuals. The present em- 
peror has done much to lessen the evils of the con- 
dition of the former, and to rend^ their manu;. 
mission, as well as that of the latter ckus, more 
easily practicable. Yet, the condition of both is still 
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degrading and deplorable. It is oalGuIated, that 
about a sixth part of the peasantry belong to the 
crown ; these are immediately under the jurisdiction 
of the imperial officers : many have been enfranchised, 
and have become buigh^v. Peasants belmiging to 
indiridUfds are their private property, as mudi as the 
cattle on their estates. The rent paid by the crown 
peasants is fixed ; that paid by private peasants is 
TiBgcdated by their means of getting money, or, in 
other words, is a tax on their industry. There is 
no law to restrain the demands of the master t their 
time imd labour are absolutely at his command. Some 
of the nobility send their daves to St. Petersbuigh 
or Moscow, to be instructed in various trades; and 
then, either 'employ them on their own estates, let 
them for hire, sell to them permission to exercise 
their trade, or dispose of them at an advanced price. 
Some of the Russian nobles have 70,000 or 100,000 
peasants; from this, it may well be supposed that 
their wealth is immense, in whatever manner the 
labour of these slaves is employed. Women and 
children, as wdl as men', must labour for their 
master, for such pay as his caprice or his wants 
may dispose or enable him to give. Tithes are be- 
sides demanded of whatever may.remain in their hands. 
As soon as a child readies the age of ten, its labour 
is r^uired ; and when he reaches fifteen, eadi male 
slave is obliged by law to labour three days in each 
week for his master. If the proprietor chooses to 
employ him the other days, he may ; as, for example, 
in a manufactory: in this case, however, he finds 
him in food and clothing. In general, the master, 
instead of exacting the labour of his slave for the 
stated portion of the week, agrees to receive a rent, 
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miheU bMmdl t4 fornlih ban wtth k Immmb aai n 
oeEtiamtKNrtioiittflaBd; tibe agpid ani infirm arepM* 
TifM with fttKlfiwimeiit, and lodging, al to ezpoMt* 

«' The masler hat the p w n wr of fiooeodiig hit 
afeyes, hy Uonra ar eonfinamant ;*^ bat the law^ 
wbicb^ howeFar, it aaaily vnded'm^-i^MiB t2ie ez« 
aneiie af aay graal oeualt^c. No abve- can ^nii hit 
viUage, w, if ha be a tlaatiaiiie slaTa,. hia maatar*! 
tevAy, without a pas^fmrt.* ImpriaonmoBC wMk 
hard Mour it the puniahmant for mn-iraray slttKaa* 
A maater my send his dare to the public work* 
houaa, or into the acmy ; in the latter caae, he eendi 
«Be man lass the nest lery. No ilare oaai be bcM 
ant of Buaaia, nor in it, axoapa to a noble; but tbia 
law 48 firefuently ehided. A abiTe auiy otodn hii 
liberty by mannmiiaionv (this is firequently granted 
to luroinate domestk shsres, on the deajdi of tbeis 
master,) by pmrchasa, or by aendng in the army 
•r nayy* 

The p(ditioal state of the Rossian peasantry; de- 
grading and injurious as it is to the highest eneigiai 
and best feelings ei eur mature, is not, hosrever^ 
nmdi aggraTated by their condition in ether r e ap ecti* 
If any dung could atooie for personal and political 
dayary, it mi^^ be joatly maintained, that a large 
^asa of the peasantry of Ireland, fiwi the und 
absence of domestic comfort among them, are in a 
more miswable state than the slaves of Rus8ia.t 



* If a ptnonbtftniiid dead without a panpoffChli body bMOt 
to the hoipitalfordisaectioD. 

t ** I have no hesitation in saying," affinns Captain Cochtane* 
" that the ccmdition of the peasantry here is far superior to that 
daas in Irdand. In Russia, providons are plentiful, good, and 
chaop, while in Iidaadf tfaey«re scanty, poor, and dear, the bat ptft 
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the^ hoases, fonned of whole trees, and ttsnally 
eomtrtieted sdely uddi the assistance of the hatchH, 
aie in ' tcdeniUe repair, and well ^idapted to thdr 
habits. They sometimes, but not often, oonsisi of 
two stories : the lower forms 'a store-room ; in the 
vtppest one ^ey dwelL A kind of hutder on the 
ontside serves as a staircase. There is goiertOly bnt 
<me room in the haMtable part. Their fun^tore 
seldom comprises more than a wtE)oden table, and 
baiches fastened to the 'si^tes of the room, wooded 
platters, bowls, and spoims, and, perhaps, a large 
earthen pan to cook their victuals in. Their 
^et is Biibfftantial ; Mack rye-bread, eggs, salt 
B$k, mmdfrOoms, and bacons a hotdi-potch of 
mAt Or ^retk meat, groats, and rye-flOur; seastoed 
with* onions and gaidic, constitutes their favourite 
difth. Of thii^ kind of food, they obtain plenty at 

being oqported from the latter country* while the local impediments 
in die other raider them not worth that . expense. Good comfort- 
able log-houses are here found in every village ; immense droves of 
cattle are scattered over an unlimited pasturage, and whole forests 
(^^d may be <^btaiiied for a trifle. With ordiradry industry imd 
eoonony, the Russian peasant may become ridi, especially thoe^ 
of the villages situated between the capitals, both ojf which might 
be supplied by than with butter and cheese ; whereas at pi^esent 
not » didry existsi the peanritry contenting themselves with the 
ctiltuve of as much land» and the breeding of ai many tattle^ as 
may be sufficient for their immediate wants. The women I have 
always found engaged in some employment : they make very good 
coarse woollen cloths and linens, as well as knit stockings and 
^in thread. The whole work of the house is thrown upon them, 
irhile they alsopartake of the labours of the field. I will not, cer- 
tainly, recomxnend for the adoption of any civilised countries, the 
tieatment they receive from their lordly masters ; although I have 
no doubt the like was the custom of England half a century ago, 
and may be still In the hard-working counties. Having mentioned 
Irdand in comparison with Russia, I may remark, that both 
countries may fairly vie with one another in the ancient savage 
virtue of hospitality."— CocHBANB'8 Pedestrian Jowmey»y ol, i. p.7P. 
PART I. G 
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» cheqi nte. Their cUHhing, howev«r, it deior.* 
To doUie n RunUn peaaant or aoldier, oost» n^aoAf 
three times as much tui in England; but their 
clothing is strong, and being made loose and wide, 
lasts longw. '^ It is rare to see a Russian in rags." 
In general, the Russian peasants are « krge, oeane^ 
hardy race, of great bodily strength, rarefy b^w 
the middle stature, strong-limbed, oommoply leaty 
but well-huilt. Their mouth and eyes are sotall^ 
their lips thin, teeth even and beautiful ; theii hair 
brown, reddish, or flaxen; their beard strong and 
bushy. Their oi^gans of taste, smelly sight, and 
hearing, are .acute, especially the latter two. ThejF 
are brisk and. active, and by no me^as wanting in 
industry, wh«i they have an interest in exertion. 
The oomplezi<m of the female peasanifcry is bnmeii04 
their skin in genml 4^cate. SomQ of ihem^ as, 
well as of the other dasses, are extremely handsome. 
Females of all ranks soon attain maturity, but £b11: 
off and lode old at a very early period of life. The 
frequent use of the hot-bath is supposed to occasion 
this premature decay among all classes ; while, among 
the higher ranks, the odious practice of painting the 
face, and, among the peasantry, hard work^ their 
peculiar food, and inattention to th^ persons, con- 
tribute to the same effect. 



♦ In summery they goierally wear nankeen caftans, one of which 
costs thirteen roubles. The labkaa (sandals made of linden baric) 
cost nothing, except in great towns. A blue nanlceoi shirt* 
trimmed with red, costs two or three roubles. They weaf linen 
drawers, and linen or hempen rags wrapped round their legs and 
feet, over which the richer sort draw their boots. The sheep-sMn 
aiifumb costs eight roubles, but it lasts a long time, as does a lamb- 
skin cap, Vrhich costs three roubles; the common red cKp costs 
a^ut the same. For a common doth oG^/tan, such as the peasants 
sometimes wear, Mr. Heber was asked thirty roubles. 
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By far the most importaat aiid interesting place 
between St. Petersburgh and Moscow, is the city of 

NOVOGOROD. 

• " Thk&i; are few cities, indeed, in the whole extent 
«f the Russian onpire, the history and present state 
cf which, as contrasted with its former condition, 
supply such interesting materials as this. It is 
situated in lat. 68f 3P 32" N., long. 31"* 19' 39" £., 
in a fine plain, at the northern end of Lake Ilmen. 
The Siver Volkhor dirides it into two parts ; on the 
right bank k the market>town, called Torgoraiat 
on the lefit bank, ilie quarter o£ St. Sophia. At a 
short distance^ especially when approached from the 
Moscow side, it eadiibits a most imposing ai^>ear. 
%kce. The number and grandeur of the churches and 
convents whidi rise to the eye (m every side, giv^ 
iiigh expectation of an approach to a large and 
inagnifi<»nt city ; but this expectation is not realised. 
^* The m^anc^<^ ideas excited by the present ap- 
f<»irance of Novogorod," mnarks Br. Clarke, ^^ have 
h^en felt by all trav^ers. MHio has not heard the 
ancient saying, which prevailed in the days of its 
greatness — Quis oorttra Deos et magnam Nwogor^ 
diamf — Who can resist the Gods and Novogorod 
the Great?* Nomade Slavonians were its founders, 
about the time that the Saxons, invited by Vortigem, 

. • The dty was styted Nwgond Veliki, Novc^rod the Greftt* 
ta distinguish it from Nijni Novgorod, in Great Russia, Novgorod 
9eoerdcoi (Northern Novogorod), in the Government of Tcher- 
Blgoff, and Novgorodka, in Lithuania. Novgorod, or Novgrad, dg- 
nifies new town, the name originally given to it in contradistinc- 
tion to the andent Slaventk, thie site of which is found at Staroe 
CorodUtiAe, It was abo called by the andaat writers Hokngard, 
and the country Gard-erik, ot Ottn-gard, u e. the east country. 
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first, came into Britain. Four centuries afterv s 
niotley tribe, o^ected from the original ii^iabitaifts 
of all the watery and sandy plains around the Finhmd 
Gulf, made it their metropolis. Nearly a thoosahd 
years hare passed away since Ruric, the Normally 
gathering them together at the month of the. ^^. 
choya (Volkhov), laid the founds^tion of an em|^ 
destined Uy extend ovec the vast territories of aU 
the Russias ; afterwards, ascending the riyer to ^i£e 
spot where its rapid current rushes from the Lake 
Ilmen, to the Ladoga Lake, he fixed his residenoe in 
Koyogorod. In the midst of those intestine dlidskto 
which resulted from the partition of the. ^aspire, at 
the death of Vladimir (A.D. 1015), who diri^d hk 
states among his twelre sons,* there arose three in- 
dependent-princes and a great number of pet^ ooit. 
federades. The seat of government was successive 
rentoved to Suzedal, Vladimir, and Moscow. NoxO^ 
gorod adq)ted a mixed government, partly monait^r 
ical and. partly republican. In the middle, of the 
thirteenth century (A.D. 1250), it was distinguished 
by the victories of its grand duke over the Swedes 0|l 
the banks of the Neva ; and by its remote sltuatl^ 
it escaped the ravages.of the Tatars in the fourteenths 
In the fifteenth, it submitted to the yoke of Ivan L, 
whose successor, Ivan II., in the sixteentii, ravaged 
and desolated the place, carrying away the, palhuHias 
of the city, the famous bell, which the inhabitants 
had dignified with the appellation of eternal. But 
its ruin was not fully accomplished until the btiilddig 
of St. Petersburgh, when all the commerce of the 
Baltic was transferred to that capital." -f* 

• Mofttof the Russian authorides say only teo» and ikemm 
' have foBoved in" our abstxact of Rtnsian history. . 
t Clarke's Travels, voL i. p. 33. 
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Its republkaB form ot'go^enMOikt id*^h'txAd^ 
ages, and the privikges and liberty enjoyed under 
that form by its inhabitants, prepared the way for 
comowrdal industry and enterprise : its situation, too, 
was fovourable for oommeroe. From these causes it 
heeame, about the middle of the fifte^ith century, the 
dief factory of the Hanseatic league, in th^ir trad^ 
with Russia and Poland. At this period, its territory 
was very extensiye, reaching, on the north, to the fron- 
tiers of LiTonia and Finland, and comprising a great 
part of the province of Archangel, with a large district 
beyond the north-western limits of Siberia. It was 
at this period that its power was so great, as to give 
rise to the proverb above alluded to. In the year 
1563, in consequence of the arbitrary and tyrannical 
proceedings of Ivan IV., in seising the effects, and 
imprisoning the persons of the German merchants 
resident there, Novogorod was abandoned by the 
Hanseatic league : the merchants connected with 
it, removed first to Revel, and afterwards to Narva. 
It still continued, however, to be the largest and 
most commercial city in all Russia. Chancellor, who 
passed through it in 1554, in his way to Moscow, thus 
describes it : ^^ Next unto Moscow, the city of Novo- 
gorod is reputed the chlefest of Russia ; for although 
it be in majestie inferior to it, yet, in greatnesse, it 
goeth beyond it. It is the duefest and greatest mart 
town of all Muscovy ; and albeit the emperor's seat is 
not there, but at Moscow, yet, the commodiousness 
of the river, ftJBng into that giifph which is jadled 
Sinus Fmmcutf, whereby it is well freipiented by 
merchants, makes it .more famous than Moscow it- 
■elf.** 

Its present sice, condition, and numbtf of inhabit- 
ants, form a strong contrast to what they were In 
>-. G 2 
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•the dayr<iif-hs (tOBom^^ nnd poHtical gWy, when 
U co];itained at leaf}t 400,000^ inhali>itant8, and covered 
an area of 63 versts in circumference. Some idea of 
its populousness in 1508, may. be formed feom the 
fact, that, in that year, above 15,000 died of an epi- 
d^nical disorder. The number of its inhabitants at 
present does not exceed 7,000. Its streets prctea* 
mouldering walls, empty courts, churches in decay, 
and a few dwellings thinly scattered amidst laige 
traces of desolation. 

There are still, however, ^some objects worthy of 
observation. The cathedral of St. Sophia is generally 
ocmsidered as one of the most ancient churches in 
Russia. It was built in the eleventh century, soon 
after Christianity was introduced into Russia by the 
Greeks, and dedicated to St. Sophia, i|i imitation of 
the name given to the magnificent edifice erected by 
Justinian at Constantinople. With Christianity, the 
art of painting was introduced ; and in this cathedral 
there stiU exist paintings by Greek artists, executed 
at ^ period antmor to the revival of the art in Italy^ 
and bearing inscriptions in the Greek characters of 
those times. The figures of our Saviour, of the Yirgin 
Mfxry, and of va^ous saints, of whidi these paintings 
consist, are finished in. a hard, flat style of CQlouring 
upon a gM gnmnd, and are exactly similar to those 
of the Qreek, artists by whom, according to Vasari, 
painting was first introduced into Italy. The Rus- 
sians, who are peculiarly happy in a talent of imita- 
tion^have copied^ese paintings. ^^ Thus we find,** 
Br. Clarke remarks, *'*' at the end of the .eighteenth 
century, a Russian peasant placing before his 3o^ 
(God), a picture purchased in the markets of St. Peters- 
burgh or Moscow, exactly similar to those brought 
f]H>m Greece during the tenth ;.r^the same stiff repre- 
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sentatlon of figures, which the Oredu thanselTes leem 
to have copied from woriu in mosaic ; the same mode 
of mixing and laying on the colours on a plain gM 
surface; the same custom of painting upon wood; 
and the same expensive oovering of a silver coat of 
maiL*' There are also some curious spedmeBS of 
architecture as well as of painting, of the dJate of the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. The entrance to the 
cathedral is through a pair of brazen gates, whidi, 
according to a doubtful tradition, were brought from 
Cherson at the time <^ Vladimir*s expedition against 
the Greek empire. The tombs of that sovereign 
and of Theodor are in the cathedraL The walls 
of the kremlin still remain, comprehending within 
their circle the cathedral, as well as the ancient archi- 
^iscopal palace, with its staircase on the outside, the 
new palace, and a few other brick buildings : the rest 
is overspread with weeds and nettles, and covered 
with ruins. 

Upon the bridge leading to the kremlin from the 
other part of the town, ^^ is a small sanctuary, 
where," Dr. Clarke says, ^' every peasant who passes, 
deposits either his candle or his penny. Before this 
place, which is filled with old pictures of the kkid 
already described, and which a stranger might really 
mistake for a picture^tall, devotees during the whole 
day may be seen bowing and crossing themselves. 
A Russian hardly commits any action without this 
{Obvious ceremony. If he be employed to drive your 
carriage, his crossing occupies two minutes before he 
is mounted. When he descends, the same motion is 
repeated. If a church be in view, you see him at 
work with his head and hand as if seized with St. 
Vitus's dance. If he make any earnest protesta- 
tion, or enter a room, or go out, you are entertained 
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With the same mannal and capital exercise. When 
beggars return thanks for ahns, the operation lasts m 
longer time ; and then, between the crossing, by waj 
of interlude, they generally make prostration, aai 
touch their foreheads to the earth." * 

The market town or trading quarter of Novogorod^ 
contains the goremor^s house, with a great number 
of wooden habitations^ and would be regarded by tlie 
traveller as a mere Russian village, were it not for 
the vast number of brick churches and ocmvents that 
attest its former magnificence. The river, which » 
of considerable depth, and rather broader than the 
Thames at Windsor, bears evidence to the welLdioseii 
ntuation of this place for commerce ; but it now flows 
idly by. Thus, under this northern latitude, in a 
city which history has almost forgotten, we have re- 
peated, the common tale of the rise and fall of other 
free commercial stat^, — Tyre, Carthage, Venice, 
Pisa, and Genoa. 

The inhabitants of this city boast that it never was 
subdued or even visited by the T4tar8; and thej 
point to the cross unaccompanied by the crescent, at 
the top of their steeples, as an emblem of this prood 
faot.t 

Near Bronitza, a viUage upon the Masta, within 
twenty miles of Novogorod, in the middle of a vast 
plain, there is an insulated hill, the lower part of 
which is thickly strewed with detached pieces of red 
and grey granite. These blocks of granite, which 

* Clarke. voL I. ]^ 39. 

t It is a prevailing opinkm, that the unconquered cities in Rw- 
sia are distinguished firom those which were reconquered from 
the Tatars, by the former exhibiting the cross alone* and the 
latter, the crescent surmounted by the cross: the truth of this 
ofiinion, however, b doubted by some writers. 
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ai*e f^mnd In Fmland, and in many parts of the coun- 
try between St. Petersburgb. and Moscow, form a 
geological problem not easily explained. There are 
likewise near this villa^, several of those barrows or 
tumuli^ so common jn various parts of Russia. The 
erection of these is generally ascribed to the T&tacnk 
It is known, that during one of their invasions of 
Hussia, they were repulsed by the army of Novogorod, 
not far from this place. The fantastical and singular 
taste with which the cottages In these parts are 
distinguished, is also ascribed to the fashion of the 
T&tars, though it seems highly improbable that any 
thing should have been borrowed from an enemy whose 
abode was of so short duration. The high gable roofs 
of these cottages project sometimes as much as sixteen 
or eighteen feet over the front ; they are profusely 
carved, and adorned with small pendants at the eztre^ 
mlties, '^ in the form of whidi," Mr. James remarks^ 
«< as well as in their collocation, a curious resanblanoe 
may be traced between them and the houses in the 
northernmost parts of the Tyrol : they are similar also 
in this respect, that the communications in the upper 
stories are carried on by means of a gallery outside o£ 
the wall" 

From the top of a church on the summit of an In- 
snlated hill near Bronitza, is obtained a very singular 
as wen as extensive prospect. For three or four miles, 
the country is divided into large enclosures of pasture 
and corn-fields. On the south, the Valdai hills are 
seen skirting an immense plain, which extends to the 
north, east, and west, as far as the eye can reach. 
Not a single hillock can be detected in its whole ex. 
pause. A few solitary wooden villages, like so many 
points in a boundless desert, are faintly md with dif. 
ficulty descried in the midst of an almost interminable 
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forest. At a great distance, Wyond this plain, rise tlie 
spires of Novogorod, and the Lake Ibnen is scarcely 
discernible through the thick gloom of the trees. 
This, though on a larger scale, and with stronger fea- 
tures than commonly occur, may fairly be taken as a 
«cene characteristic of most parts of European Russia. 
Mr. Coxe passed through this district about the end 
of September. The com had been already harvested ; 
ibr it ripens earlier here, than might be expected in 
such a northern climate. As, however, the csoM 
Weather not unfrequently sets fn before the grain is 
thoroughly fit for the sickle, the peasants, to remedy 
the' evil, erect a wooden building, resembling in form 
their cottages, but without windows, and with a smafi 
door, under which a large cavity is dug; in this 
cavity, the com in the ear, as soon as it is cut, is 
laid and dried by means of a fire : it is then hung on 
htaneh in the air, and afterwards threshed. In ^'s 
part' of his journey, Mr. Coxe passed numberless herds 
of oxen, most of them in their way from the Ukraine 
to the capital. During this progress of nearly 800 
miles, the drovers seldom enter a house : their cattle 
are fed oh the strips of pasture that line the side of 
the road, and the foliage of the trees forms their own 
covering in bad weather. *' In the evening, the 
silence of the country was interrupted by the occa- 
irional lowing of the oxen, and the carols of the drivecs ; 
while the solitary gloom of the forest was enlivened 
by the glare of numerous fires, surxk)unded by different 
groupes of herdsmen in various attitudes : some were 
«itting rounid the fiaine, some employed in dressing 
their provisions, and others sleeping on the bare 
ground. They resembled in their dress and manners 
a rambling horde of Tatars." 

It is not only the drovers who are fond of singing 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



EUSSIA. 107 

tfaMe oarols; the Riissiaa peasaiitry generally have 
the same taste and piv^pensity. When serving as 
coachmen or postilions^ they begin to sing as soon as 
e^er they are mounted, and continue without inter, 
ruption for several hours. Occasionally, they per« 
fonin in parts ; and Mr. Co3te frequently observed 
tiiem engaged in a kind of musical dialogue, mnkiTig 
reciprocal questions and re^>onses, as if they were 
chanting their ordinary conyersation. He adds^ 
^* The postilions sing from the beginning to the end 
of a stage ; the soldiers sing continually during their 
march ; the countrymen sing during their most labo- 
rious occupations ; the public houses re-echo with their 
carols; and on a jBtill evening, I have frequently 
heard the air vibrate with the notes from the sur- 
rounding villages." 

The most common and favourite music of the Rus- 
sian peasantry, over the whde extent of their vast 
empire, is one species of simple Indbdy : this, how* 
ever, adttuts of infinite variation, according to the 
custom of the particular province, or the ability, 
and taste of the indi^dual sing^. The song, an 
andent l^end, a declaration of love, a dialogue be-* 
tween a bver and his mistress, a descriptioii of a 
beautiful girl, a murder, or the history of an enormous 
giant, forms the usual burden !of their songs, which 
are mostly in prose, and often extempore. S<nttetime8, 
i?i^e letters and syllables without meaning, but me- 
trically arranged, are adi^ted to the air. This is the 
common practice in the lullabies sung by mothers to 
their children ; and while they are singing them, the 
male peasants often perform the national dance to the 
same tune, accompanied with instrumental music. 

The country round Valdai, the next place on the 
road to Moscow, is more agreeable, and diversified than 
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UiM part of Rusda tuoally ^-eientfl* The tmnk ttn' 
on an agreeable slope ^ and its hoaseb are bett^ boift* 
and more decorated than the generality ^ Kutmhtdk * 
cottages. In point of situation, Mr. James says, it H* 
an oasis in the desert. This town was <MrigtnaIIy' 
pe(^]ed with Polish and Finnish captives, in the re^ 
of the Czar Alexis Mikhailovitch, and it still ezhiMtV 
HI the complexion and beauty c£ the women, traoea Ot 
its origin : the inhabitants are distinguished ako by 
a peculiarity of accent Or pronunciation. It is bbx^ 
rounded, on three sides, by a mud rampart, the £9Uith' 
being <^en to the lake ; and contains three ehurGbfls, 
about ^>00 houses, and 1,600 inhabitants. It sta&dsr 
in lat. 57'' 48' N., long, br SO' £. of Parift. Valditf 
gives its name to a lake and a diain of hiUs< The laike^ 
is nine miles in circumference, with it wooded idand 
in its centre : on this stands a handsome 'monafetoy, 
the glittering spiies of which, rising anMmg the divk 
folii^ of surroimding and intervening^ trees, fiort&li 
beautifol and interesting object. The whole soeM^- 
Mr. James says, ^' glows with that houriant inters- 
change of white and red, and green and g<^ that 
enters so largely into the composition of a Russian 
view.'* The Valdai hills are not of great eleva^on* 
but they are the highest between the Otilf of Finland 
and the Euxine Sea ; and separate the wata^ whiA* 
flow towards the Caspian, from those whidi flow t6*i 
wards the Baltic** Theur direction is N.E. and &W; 
They are covered with trees, chiefly inne, fiir, birth,' 
linden, aspen, and alder. The soil in ^e vatesif 
fertile, mostly day and marl. 

The circumstance, that the rivers rising in the 

• Mc Tooke computed the highest point at about 1,200 feet 
»bove th« level of the sea. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



¥«ldMJiulls, take.tlwirecmrw^ i6nHiilttto4hft(JNlirtf 
flBUi&d4 and tame into the ikudne, indueed Fe$e^itk$ 
Ctoevt to fix OB. this spot 119 «ff<mr^ng.,the mewiA^gf 
opwi nga water oornffrnmoation h«lwee& tke nojrtbem 
tmd, smBklieni D^oins of lus mhi^. Jk^«060£diiif]|r 
. liiniMd the Vysfanei . Voloahdc canal, whidi iMa V^on 
aliraiady deseribod at ooiMxibuting to si^f^ i^. Vem^ 
biui^ with the commoditiea o£ the eHtxeme east and 
aoiuh of the Amnan empire. ,Th^:e were gvftt di^ 
enltiea to be orttoonue, arising fxioin the natve eC the 
grasmd -and o<^Mr 4»rcumstanQes^^ butt J?eter was ^nat 
t» be>dti0eMira9ed. Of hHiei 7)eam,<4he ft^tgjti^g joi 
ialaiid nanr%ation has been a pagrt^onJar ohjeet ^ t^U 
tentaon ^rath die Rinnan f;eiren«iBetltrC'I^ p)d.cawi« 
have been imptored, new^ <meB iMkreibefAoemj^ieted, 
•ni othttt are either )in pntgrsoBa or In oontmtfMQn. 
Ail' these andertBking% howcKar^ ^me Iml^ ^emhift 
■iflr^ ^rcieoted andacoemplishedhif Ai^tc^emm, t vTh# 
eanal -of Vysfancii VckMhek^is juBtl|ri!e0wded..aa.,«n^ 
efttalled lor the extent «f its navigiitionf aectowplisfeed 
by eortifioial means i^withse/littae Udwu. Th«ei» 
««nts wakt^e whole- distanoa whidt it wne tmmmt^ 
toi^att tltfoui^ to< unite: the Volga with 1b» li/ffim 
whid& eanuaiiBioate>irith{ the JBaltie^^.iaidY^thit 4«br 
t«Boa 4iavikg been cmt thnMgh, m jMivigahle^^Ani««| 
WMt formed of at l^ti 6,000 versts. Aboif»/4,0Og 
▼Mwls ^pass the canal annnalfy. The nature of the 
voyage near the river Msta, where the faU of groiiAi 
h conftdetablev is dusimiik. The.ba^gea -belvg.'jdl 
Mseoriiled by beat >of'diJinn^ the shiioett are.openedv 
•&d:they are rapidly hnrried down Mie falls. In oedei; 
to .prevept fioeidei^^ large huoys ace , mailed in ^the 
iBore difficult windings <^ the river, oonstmcl^ and 
^^^ in such a manner, as to wheel round the head 

PAttT I. H 
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of the boat, when it strikes against them, if. &efr 
sweeps hare fmled to direct their ooiirse. Cotsai^ 
also are stationed, who give notice above of any ae* 
cident, on whidi the sluices are shut, and the cumn* 
is thus stopped. The length of this dangerous pat* 
sage is nearly thirty-three versts. The boata idso are 
peculiar in their construction, with a view to adi^ 
them to sudk perilous navigation. ^' Each boat ia 
buih a%ht and su]^e, and Uie freight is set apart b^ 
an open space of one or two feet in the middle^ so as 
to give room for the play of the timbers ef her irame^ 
which is sometimes so shaken, that the two sides- «£ 
the barge are brought ta meet. To remount the ca^ 
taracts is impossible ; the vessels, therefore^ are all 
burnt for firewood at St. Petarsburgh.'** 

A variation of the national costume is observabb 
among the female peasants, of the district of Vahiiiy 
whose dress resen^Ues that which is wom in some 
parts of Switzerlaqd. A shibPt with full sleeves, a 
i^K^ petticoat, and ocdofufed stoddngs,. compose theic 
summer dress. In winter, they wear .over this s 
pelisse €i lamb*s-wool, Uned with cloth, and adorned 
with gold buttons and lace. The hair of the ub* 
married women, as in most parts of Buss}a,.iabraidedt 
and hangs to a great length down the bad^ ^ a mar<t 
ried woman, is distinguished by having it tmssed 
up. A handkerchief of coloured silk is th^ )iea4<r 
dress. 

At the village of Foschol, Dr. Cktfke's sledge bivkft 
down ; and this accident afforded him, he saya, ^^ a 
very interesting peep into the manners oC the pea-* 
santry. The woman of the, house was preparing a 
dinner for the members of her famil^r, who were geae 
• James, vol. iL p. 138. 
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tordmrdi. It ooinitted anlydf a mtti' of pMtagb: 
Presently her Itusbftnid, a boor, came in, attended 
by his daughters, wi^ some small loaves of white 
bread, not larger than a pigeon^ ^ggi these the 
priest had consecrated, and they |daoed them with 
great care before the 6o^A. Then the bowing. and 
crossing commenced, and they began their dinner^ all 
eating out of the same bowl. Dmner ended, they 
went regulariy to. bed, as if to pass the night there^ 
crossing and bowing as before. Having slept about 
an hour, one of the young women, according to. a 
custom constantly observed, called her fother, and 
presented him with a pot <^ vinegar,, or qvassy tiie 
Russian beverage.* The man then rose, and a oem« 
plete fit of crossing and bowing seemed to seize him, 
with interludes so inexpressibly characteristic and 
ludicrous, that it war very difficult, to preserve gravity^ 
The pauses of scratehing and gmnting, the apos^ 
tropheft to his wife, to himsdf, and to his Ood, were 
sudi as Drunken Bamaby might have expressed in 
liatin, but which cannot be uAd in English.'* -f- 

Vyshnei Volbshok, which g^ves its name to the 
esDoal that passes, through the middle of the town, is a 
tiiriving place, situated on ^e River Tsna. Ita 
stsftely, lively appearance forms a stiriking contrast to 
the miserable viUages on this road. It oentains up« 
wiutis of 800 houses, many of whidi are of brick, 
three churches, two hospitals, and about 4000 inluu 
Utants. There are three fairs in the year. Lat. ft?** 

* The flavour of quoM, (property Xnmm,) Dr. Claifee lays, it 
WiMvinegBi and water. ** It looks thiek, and ia unpalatable to 
fftnngersy Init, by use, we became fond of it." Dr. LyaU says, that, 
when well fermented,'** it is an acidulous, pleasant, and wholesome 
Iteverage." 

t Clarke's Travels, vtrt. L p. 45. 
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35^ %e* N., iMf. 62° Mf'E.oC Parii. It it 4d8 venM 
ftoK St. Petenborgh, and 99S £c€m Momow. 
• In this and other parts of the great road between 
St. F»tenbui|^ and Moeoow, Mr. Jamei was stmclc 
with the naoonimon actiYitjr and extent of the transpoart 
IfDade. We seldom, he says, ^^ met fewer than &oin 
foiur to six eararans daily, oonsisting of sti^ngs of 
tjireAtyor thirty single^hersed carts, carrying half a 
ton each." They were in metioa at ail times and in all 
parts ^ so that whenever m plain was open to the view, 
^^ they afqpeaeed Jike ants crawUng over the surface of 
theearth.** Those on their roate to St. Petershiiu^ 
were earrying thither &e .pro4uee either of the imme- 
diate nei^Umrhood, or of the soathem districts, -r- 
tallow, leather^ hnstlea, hides, &e. Those returning 
from St. Petenburgh, carried sugar, eoffee, logwpod, 
a^d other artid^ for dyeing: a few of tl^em weie 
laden with.£^lish lead, which, Mr. James was in- 
fimned, could be. purchased at a cheaper rate than the 
metalhrought'feoia.the Siberian mines. . . 

Torsli^k, (or Torjok,) on the banks of the Tvenss*, 
seve^^me versts'&om Vyshn^ Vdoshok, a large, 
stnggliag place, with no fowei' than, twenty churchesy 
is famous Ua its holy spring,, which attiract^ pil^ims 
from all parts, and for a large manufacture of Bi^ian 
leather : this it tanned with oak baric in general, and 
coloured with cochineal, .a perfume being added by 
the use of « oertain oil, the nature of which is kept a 
secret. > The (owii is described by Mr. James as 
pretty; the country is wild and bare. It is in lat. 
5tr 56' N., long. W W E. of Paris. The era of its 
foundation is uncertain ; but the convent of St. Boris 
and St. Gleb is said to have been founded by St. 
Ephrem, as far back as the eleventh century,, at 
which period it had already become a populous place. 
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It was tiien a de)»enclency of Noirogorod, and a fron- 
tier town of that republic, on the tide of the prind^ 
pidBty of Tver, which has ei^KMed it to repeated 
tarages by contending aAdies. On the Ml of NonK 
gvkrod, it became a dependency of Moscow. At lengtili, 
«fter hairing been, at vartoas timet, sacked and p3^ 
laged, destroyed by fire, and derastated by pestilence^ 
It was rebuilt in the reign of Cadierine 11., and 
finaQy annexed to the Goremment of Trer. It li 
now a place of some trade,* and has, Vkt Yaldi^ 
three fairs in the year : the population is estimated At 
10,000 souls. At this place, Mr« James first observed 
ftn approach to the Oriental costume in the dress of 
the women, which consists of a small, double<>homed 
ooif, and a l<^ng, white ahawL enreloping the person 
from head to foot. Underneath this is worn a 
liabit, fitted t6 the body, like s gown, and gorgeoaity 
<^amented, even among the lower classes ; it is 
coloured blue or red, bordered with broad stripes of 
variegated lace, with open deeves, and a profusion of 
ibil and 'beads. The meii wer6 generally drelseid in 
fed shirts," worn over blue or white trowsers, their 
legs bound with thick rings of woollen or n^s, and 
with shoe» of linden baric. A hatchet, carried in the 
girdle, completes the portrait. 

TVER. 

Sixty-three versts from Torjok, is Tver, the 
capital of the government of that name, advan- 
tageously situated on the lofty banks of the Tolga, 
Xin lat. 57^* ^ 24" N., long. 52^ (MK E. of Paris,) near 
ihe confluence of two of its tributaries, the Tvertza 
and the Tmaka, which enter it on opposite sides. A 
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bridge of boats, 500 feet hi length, thrown acroMi th& 
aoble river, connects the two pasts of the city, wlik^ 
has a grand and wealthy appeuttnoek It rainks;, 
indeed, in the regularity of its streets and bmldingB, 
next to St. Petersburg^ and Moscow. Besides Uie 
cadiedral, erected in 1687, it contains tbhty-four 
churches, tiro monasteries and a nunnery, three hos* 
pitals, a beautiful building called the ^ Prince^ 
Palace,** an archiepisoopal palace,* two tolerable inns, 
kept by foreigners,*!- other puUic buildings belongingr 
to the local goTemment, a theatre, good barrack, a 
baosar with handsome piazzas, and above 200 stonte 
lionses. The population is estimated at 15,000.): 
.There are several endowed seminaries here, and ol^er 
diaritable institutions, and numerous shops and 

• Tbe axchbi^bop's palace. Captain Cochrane layi, raBemUes ad 
English workhouse. The c^-deoant archiepisoopal palace, however. 
Is that which was was appropriated for the Grand Dutchess (^ 
Oldenburg and her consort.— See Y skvolojskVs Diet* 

t When Dr. Oaike passed through Tver, in 1880, the only iirii 
was kept by MOaneia,—** a vagrant tribe," he adds, <* whose fa>- 
dustry and enterprise carry them from the Lake of Come to the 
remotest regions of the earth. I have seen them in all coimtrie^ 
even in Lapland.** 

t W Vstevolojsky's Dictionary, pubUshed at Moscow in 181d,Tvefr 
is stated to contain only S7 churchei» two oonventa, and \Q,im i»> 
Iiabitants. If the information given in the text, cm the autbrarity 
of Captain Cochrane, may be depended upon, the populatimi wouM 
seem to have increased a third in ei^ht years, which is prodigious. 
Seven churdies and a monastery appear to have been erected since 
1813. ** The first drciunstance," says CwpL C, ** which attracted 
my notice upon reaching Tver, was at the gate, where an impost 
of three large stones is levied upon every horse that passes. These 
are omverted to the paving of the city; nor will the tax ai^iear 
either slight or usdefs in a country where stones areoot very abuik- 
dant." A young Frenchman, who had been five times wounded in 
the battle of Borodino, had settled at Tver as a teadier of his native 
t^ongu^ and aca>mpanied the Captain in his rambles here* 
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riamiifaolorids^ Its principftl wealth is owing to the 
Uttde it enjoys as an €ttirep6t, e^edally of lutides 
ixmvoyed overland to Riga. Immense quantities of 
grain are also ezpcnted hoioe for the capital, by the 
Russian Oovemment; When Captain Codirane was 
there, in 1820, 300 barges were lying off the cityv 
loaded with that article, and with several millions of 
^Igs. The arerage number of barges which pass 
by this town, is generally computed at 2,600. The 
boats employed on this river are singnlar alike in 
their construction, rigging, and management. The 
frequent shoals in the Volga and the other rivers 
whidi fonn this kmg internal navigation, render it 
neeessary to make them flat-bottomed; they are 
constructed with new planks; these shrink, and the 
imterstioBs are filled up, sometimes with thin slips of 
wood cramped with iron, mid somettmes merdy with 
tow. The rudder is a ponderous inachine, and has a 
very singular appeantnce ; the tiUet is irom 30 to 40 
feet long ; and the pilot who turns it, stands upon a 
scaffold at that distante from the stem. Tlie rudd^ 
itself connsts of a broad piece of timber, floating 
astern twelve or fifteen feet, and fastened to the tiller 
by a pde which descends perpendicularly into the 
water. These boats are generally provided with one 
mast, which, in the largest, may equal a frigate's 
mainmast. ^' The weight of the mat sail," Captain 
Cochrane says, ^' must be prodigious, having no fewer 
ihan 160 breadths in it ; and yet, the facility with 
which it is managed, will bear comparison with that of 
the Yankees, with their boom mainsail in their fore- 
tod-aft dippers. They are generally worked by from 
fifteen to forty people." The vessels are of all sizes, 
from that of a canoe to 1,000 tons. They are built 
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9tJY for one Yc/piigt; and^ im their iffriv«l a^ S«i 
l^lenkorgh, srettalien to pieoea and soU for Ai^*. 'j 
Tr^ is ft reiy ipoiebt dtf. The or^;i«iBl j foaitan 
vak tmih in 1182^ by the Gieai.Dukoof Vla4iiiikv:ia 
jMMeet hn terriioriee fren tHe inTftsuma of the. p a ophi 
Of NdlEogarod^ Another citadel was huilt ^ 194l9b 
md tiM fouodatimi of a neir Uihim leid> irhicfa^ reyMIJisr 
hMafeeaed in popiibtini and «ealll^ ao «a to. beonof 
the metvOpiolia of an tndej^iendmt aovereign^t:. J$ 
HMtDMUranfepiaoof^ ettyin^Wl* la 1489^ it imti 
annexed to ilwodiar domintopa of IUiaaia> andJt haa 
aeretf sbMe beoi daaMuibered. i Ia the<mgik:ef tht 
eraad*DiikoAles«Bde^Micbi^ontch,'a BgiHiaa0r0j;QC 
llie I^itars took flaea hilre,'vhen a tragical aoMM .waf 
tiddMled, imtanAMmg ihat of the SieiHan Veapti» 
Butmtdi atreolowi '.deedaotve noreKtraoBdiiiaffy «aaiw« 
»aliee jatfae Baaaiantminaia . ^ i m/ 

' Thoo»iinti7i&:tlM«ei|^^bo«rhoQdof Trer^Mr.Oi^ 
8tatefl,^rodiioetf, ia abtstdani 'caapa, whent^ rye* har^ 
ley ^4iait8) iMMh-i^heatt heoa^ aad flai^ and ftU aMtaiii 
tegiMaiUMu It»lbiMta yield oalqr'hiceh^jaldei^ ybplai^ 
•lonatilin^Mhf |^neB,'fin,' and jtimpem." Among tbd 
aainiid ipo^^ulaftion arefootxd dissy J^ara^ wolvee, and 
loiKa^ "wild gobti'aiid iiarea $ idaoy baidgem, maztena^ 
wtoada, ennitie% fenrets, aqnirreia, aad jnarmotai 
Mr. CI<Htev^ec( as tho' oaalUiologieal catalogue^ ea#fli 
aad fiilooRs^ cranes, herona^ aivvna, wild geese asd 

• ^ prdsr to preyent. t)ie excessive waste pf timber vising f mn 
the genenii custom of #onxiing plaiiks with the axe, (which ia fiA- 
lowed not only by the peasants, but abo by the shipwright^,) UrtfeA 
were issued, tHateadi vessel passing by Tvsft, in wiikli 4iieiCfinMi 
sua plank fw^biai^ by the hatebet, shoul^payji fine 9i &• J^jk 
strict enforcement of this penalty, which hi tlie first year amounted 
to 60001., the practice was put an end to in the course of four yean, 
And the use of^hesaw introduced among the RrnsiMi sftipwy^ti^ 
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dodci, putrUgw, ^luuly, woo4Dook0> and aipM; 
also, erows, raTemi, magpies, bladcbfardt, fparrowS) 
MHl starHngs; and, among the Mmgiter*; nightiiigaleB, 
%m«tK, larks, .and yeUow-hammen. The Sih which 
arr caught in the Volga, are salmon, sterlet, tench, 
pike, perch, grounding, gudgeons, and sometimes, 
}mt rarely, sturgeon and beluga. The sterlet of ^e 
¥^^g«, so celebrated aMoag Rusrian epicures, can be 
elkained in this town at- aH seasons of the jekt. This 
Ml, which is supposed to be peCn^ar to the nerthem 
fans €t the globe, is a «pedes of sturgeon, distin* 
goisbedrbfits smaller size, -(ihose ef fhef V«lga bring 
seldom'ttiore than two i^et lokig, these of die Oby and 
mii^ abenr thiee feet,) and by its ooUr^i it is highly 
esteemed for its ftmnir and deUcacy^ lOtd the finest 
csviare Is made tram its roeb Tliey are sometimes 
eanght in the Oulf of FinUmdand in the JBidtIc ; but 
tlMM aM supposed to faaire been stray ftidk 
' 'About' half way between TVer and Moscow is the 
wtftttown of KMnn^ which ii not.otherwise remarks 
aMe •Aan asbeing the ancient patrimony^of the reign. 
hog house of Rfloumofl It is, however, the head town 
of the district, and contains four churches and up^ 
wards of 1,Q00 inhabitants. It stands on both banks 
<f a little rirer named the IBestra. The country in 
^s part has a pleasing appearance, immense herds 
and flocks, with welUpeopled viUages, greeting the 
eye in every direction. No other place occurs of any 
importance, before the rinng towers and spires of 
Mmoow are descried, at the distance of six versts 
ffom the dty. The surroundittg country is flat and 
open, and this ancient capital of the Muscovite, 
spreading over an immense district, equals, according 
to Dr. Clarke, in the majesty of its appearance from 
a distance, Rome itself. But he saw it .before the 
h2 ' 
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Frendi invasion. We shall hare to preset^ td mu^ 
readers a description, first, of the Moscow that was^ 
imd then, of Moscow as it is.* 

MOSCOW. 

St. Petersbu&gh has been styled the NcHrdieoi 
Palmyra. If Moscow can be- named in association 
with the R^Hnan metropolis, it must be styled tbe 
Tartarian Rome. Sir Robert Ker Porter, who visited 
it in 1808, describes its appearance as ^^ the mast 
curious and un^European*^ of any city he- ever bdield. 
" If,*' says Mr. Coxe, who was there in 1784, ** I 
was struck with the sii^gularity of Smolendco, I was 
all astonishment at the immensity and^vaxie^ of 
Moscow. A city so irregular, so unoomfiaoli, ao ex- 
traordinary, and so ocmtrasted,. had never .before 
claimed my astimishmait. The streets are, in genend, 
exceedingly long and broad $ some of them are paved ; 
pthers, particularly those in the suburbs, are fotmed 
with trunks of trees, or are boarded with planks like 
t|ie floor of a room. Wretched hovels are Idended 

■ * The following itinerary will, we believe, be found accurate: 

Versts. 
From St. Petersburgh— 

To Tsarskoselo • 22 

— Novogorod 158 

— Valdai 159 

— Vyshnei VokMhok 03 

— Torjok 71 

— Tver 63 

~ Klinn 83 

^— M06COW 81 

730-487 mfles. 
Captain Cochrane makes the distance fnnn Tver to Moscow Wi 
ycrsts, or about 96 miles, which he walked within 32 hours ! It. is 
performed in winter with a khabitha in 15 hours; about seven miles 
(nearly 11 versts) an hour. * 
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^th large palaoei ; ooitaget of one itoty alaod next* 
to tlie most sup^b and stately mansions ; many brick 
structures are oovered with wooden tops]; some of the 
wooden houses are painted; others have iron doors 
and roofs. Numerous churches present themselves in 
every i^uarter, built in a peculiar style of architec- 
tare ; some with domes of copper, othors of tin, gilt 
or painted green, and maaiy roofed with wood. In a 
word, some parts* of this vast city have the appearantee 
of a sequestered desert, oth^ quarters that of a po- 
pnleiis town; some of a contemptible village, others 
ef a great -<»pitaL Moscow may be considered as a 
town built upon the Asiatic model, but gradually be- 
coming more and more European ; exhibiting, in iU 
fre&eait state, a motley mixture of discordant ardii. 
tecture.*' The Prince de Idgne has happily expressed 
the same idea in a few words. ^' Moscow looks ex- 
acUy as if three or four hundred great old chatemus 
had cokne to live together, each bringing along with 
it its own little attendant village of thatched cottages.** 
Dr. Clarke, who visited it in 1800, thus describes the 
impressions made by its i^pearance on his £rst arrivaL 
*"*• Numerous spires gUttering with gold, amidst bur* 
nished domes and painted palaces, app^tr in the midst 
of an open plain, for several versts befmre you reach 
the Petersburgh gate. Having pamed, you look about 
and wonder what has become o£ the city, or where 
you are ; and are ready to aric once more. How far is 
it to Moscow ? They will tell you, this is Moscow. 
And you behold nothing but a wide and scattered 
suburb, — huts, gardens, pig-sties, brick walls, churches, 
dunghills, palaces, timber yards, warehouses, and a 
revise, as it were, of materials sufficient to stock an 
empire with miserable towns and miserable villages. 
One might imagine, all the jstates of Europe and Asia 
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Had tent a boUding, by way of reftroMBtative^ to M m 
oow ; and under itd% imptmiMi, iha eye ia ^iMMOtad 
wiUi depntieft from al ocmntrUs boldii^^ wagBtm s*^ 
idnberlnits from regiQmB]^0yood the Aiede^ ^liniaigi 
yidaoes from gsvoden e&d Bttamark, iiot.^iehita-««sbtfd 
fliiioe- their amnd ; paiitted walla from tbe ^Tyrol^ 
aioequei from Comtantino^; T4tar.templee &on% So* 
diana ; pagodas, payiUonay wad vkapdaa from Cbaia; 
oalNireta^ramSpaiBi dimgeons, prisohs, aiid.puUia«& 
fieOB&omFranoef archheotaral roiiiB from Jioiafr; A»» 
JtOea and ftreltioeA itoak Niq[deB ; and warehouaea ieem 
Wiapping. fiavinyJieardaaooimtaof theimmenaepopa- 
ktion of BIosoow, y^a wander through desen^ atreaia. 
Paanng auddeidy to vas^ the quarter whwo tlie slMfs 
aroaituBfeed^ yoa n^ht walk upon thc^heada o^ tbou* 
aandfc SiiedaBy throng is thero «o U»meM6, that* uih 
aUe tofi»*cera paisage threogh it,.or assign any naotifff 
tiiat might oonf-me anch aMttiltitadOyyiwi aak thfi pamuft 
aad are t<dd iShH^U is always iha same. Nor 4a ib0 
ooetame Jess raaaau than the aiq^ect of the buUduis^ 
€keeh% Tmrhi^.TikkfHaES Ce«a(Mks« Chinese, , ^6ia«9^ 
vites, English, Frenoh, Iti^ians, Polea^ Gffrmaiip^ aD 
pttftde in the-hahita of titeir respectiTj^jGOimtries.?' 
^- This heterogeneous miztore of .^e Asiatio and. Sa^ 
r^ean stiyles of arohiteotnze Mad eostumesv stinkea the 
travelkv both, in St. Petecsburgh and MosoQwt ^ 
the Asiatio in tthe latter is mocd puro and gxeallir 
4&ore pt^edominaat. Moseow i& axkianciailt, Si» Ust^Or 
bargh a modem oit^ Qeneral/;aiid regular TnHg^iBr 
^nee and beauty distinguish the one ; the intenniictiii^ 
4ti ghtteringp and gorgeous tem^ea and palace*, .wilth 
the meaneat hovels, distingmshtea the otl^r. ...... u 

''*' The ' architecture exhibited in. difievent . pacUi ^ 
the Kremlin, in its .palaces And churches; isnnlikatV 
continues Pr^ Clarke, '^^ any thmg in Europe. > 1 It i^ 
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dtflhmlt to say from what eeantry it hta been priaei* 
ftify6m^:ved, Titea r f fei t c ta were g ea wa flyltalMM; 
ImH the etyW is TAtfavian^ Indian, Chiinee^ aai 
CKi^e. Here a pagod% there an u«ailel In loaMi 
f«rtt, richness uid even eleganoe; in edilfcrs^batbarisv 
and decay. Taken atoogetheis it is a jnlnble ef mag^ 
siflcenee and niin ; old buildings repaired, and nio^ 
dem stmotnres not completed ; half «ep^- iwilts, aad 
x&ouldering walls, and empty cares, amidst white- 
washed-brick buildings, and towers andcfamrcikes wStk 
gttttering, gilded, or painted detaaest In the midst oC'it^ 
seme devotees are df^ ' seen entering a lit^ mean 
sttmctnre, nuHw like a stid>le than a ^dnnvsh. This, 
they tdll you, is the first place of Chrittian worship 
«tiB0ted in Moscow. It was originally con s tracted of 
tlM tinnks of trees, felled upon 1^ spot, at th#fo«nda* 
tioK of the city ; but now it is of brick, built in imi- 
IMion of tilie original wooden dnutoh. Its daims to 
antiqtuty- cannot be' great, as, aeoording to' aoeoimts 
pdUiflhed in our own country, the wholo city 6£ 
Moscow was- burned by the Tfttars of the Crimea, en 
the 24tii nf May, 1571 : ^m <dd wooden ditirchwas 
probal^ then destroyed. There is nothing wi^ia 
the structure worthy of nodoe. 
. **^ The view of Moscow from the terrace in the 
Kresalin, near the spot where the artery is preserved^ 
would afibrd a fine subject for ar panorama. The 
immber of magnificent buildings, the domes, the 
'tewers,^and -spices, filling ail tha. prospect, make it^ 
periiaps, / ^le <mest novel and inlerestmg sight in 
Snnq>e. AH the wretched hmrels -and misefemye 
wooden buildiiigs,. vAmh tcppeur in passing throuf^ 
the streets^ are lost in tA» vast assemblage of magni. 
fieent edifices : anumg^ these, die Founding' Hospital 
is. partititdariy conspicnons. Below the - walh- of 1^ 
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KramUn) the Moekva, idready become a river oiirn^ 
portanoe, is «een flowing towards the Volga. The 
new promenade forming on its banks^ immediately 
beneath the fortress, is a superb work, and promises 
to rival the famoos qoay at St. Petersburgh. It Is 
paved with large flags, and is c<mtiniied from the 
stone Inridge to ano^er, peculiarly called the Moskva 
Bridge, fenced with a light, but strong iron paKsade, 
and stone pillars, executed in very good taste. A 
flight of stairs leads from this walk to the river, 
where the ceremony of the benediction of the water 
takes place. Another flight of wooden steps Imds 
through, the walls of the Kremlin, to an area within 
the fiortress.** 

Mr. James visited Moscow in June 1814, when the 
tracea of the conflagration whii^ had arrested th^ 
progress of the French two years before, ^ere still 
visiUe. *' It was from the road, as it passes under the 
turrets of the Petrovsky Palace," he says, ** that we 
first behdd the thousands of domes and steeplerthat 
yet glittered unong the relics of Moscow ; and a short 
hour brought us to the barriers. At our first entrance, 
only a few occasional symptoms of the conflagration 
occurred, and little that was of a nature to correspond 
td the ^oomy appearance which we had been led to 
expect. But, as we advanced, the quarters of the 
Slabode^ or fBaxbourg, where wood had diiefly been 
used in building, exhibited destruction in its fullest 
extent, — for the most part, a campagne rase. Now 
and then, the shell of a house was seen standing is a 
blank space ; or here and there, n few brick stoves 
yet remaining, pointed out the spot where a dweUing 
4mce had been. Moving onwards, we crossed the 
avenues of the boulevards : the trees were in fuH leaf 
•iUl beauty, seeming to vary the view only to heighten 
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in raelank^oly aspect* Leaving this, we paaeecl Uf 
the central parts of the town, that were eotastmcted 
wish more duraUe materials, exhihi^ng'OocasionaUy 
a richness and elegance of exterior that must havv- 
equalled, if not surpassed, the architectural magni.. 
fioenoe of the most beautiful towns of Europe. Bnt- 
all was now in the same forlorn conditimd; street 
after street greeted the eye with perpetual ruin; 
disjointed columns, mutilated porticoes, broken cu- 
polas^ walls of rugged stucco^ Uack, discoloured with 
the stains of fire, and open on every side to the sky, 
formed a hideous contrast to the glowing pictures 
which travellers had drawn of the grand and sump- 
tuous palaces of Moscow. The cross lanes looked, 
even at this interval, as if unused to the sound o£ the 
human tread. The grass had sprung up amidst the 
mouldering fragments scattered over the pavements ; 
while a low smoke, issuing perhaps from some obscure 
cellar comer, gave the only indications of human habi* 
tatieuv and seemed to make desolation visible* 

*-^ There are few towns whose quarters present ik 
ttiore simple plan of distribution. The ancient 
Kremlin and Kitaigorod are situated on a central 
eminence above the river Moskva ; and. around these, 
as a nttdeus, the drdes of the Beloigorod, the SemHa- 
nigorod, and. the Slabode, or fauxboui^, ave severally 
diseomihle, marking by their lines the growth of the 
pUoe in successive eras. The Kitaigorod, or T&tarw 
town, besides some religions buildings, contains within 
its wi^ the public exchange and the diief houses of 
trade. All these had been completely gutted by the 
fise, but the spirit ef the place still Temained s shops 
snd stalls, and tents of every denomination, were 
erected amidst the ruins ; and the chief street was even 
A%w the theatre of' much bustle and activity. The 
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Kren^n ii a large walled drde, ^sontainiAg' nu«T 
dd dniKfaei^, » ^^ &> the puMie offioes atidti]MatSi' 
meiits of «taete; and hid^r we made a dallf vS^' 
as W a pcdnt tihat affbtded the only spechnen <xf A# 
aacient xAagnifloenee of the capital of tiie grand doket 
and the czars. It stobd nninjured amidlt the fliiiMi' 
of the late oonflagmtion ; hat thi& hariMtrmts Airy of 
Bonaparte attadced whatever Ru^an j^ety hjid 
qwred ; and with tmutterahle maHgnity, he mart^d 
out' for devastation some" of the fairest pch*tibns'of 
thiiprood citadd. Tbe most peremptory eommi&id 
was given to the detachment occupying the Ki^emlin,' 
after his departure, to dlsdiarge their orders 'wfllr 
despatdi i the mines were prepared, and at two o*<S(kk 
on the last night* of l^ir stay, this horHd purpose 
was carried into ezectttion. By the first two expUf^ 
siens, part of the walls and' one of the towemtowttrdi 
the river were destroyed ; hy the ^ird, the churdi 
of '8t. Nidudas and' the Ibor great hdk of Mbtedw 
were bloWn tip'-with tremtadons vfdenoe; ar the 
same 'moment,"tiie lofty tcMirer of Ivan VeUld,' the fitst 
of tiie csan, was rent' fhnn the top to its base, aiid 
the cross of the copolti'Civwningits iommit, tmried-iit 
mm below. The fimrth diodt was byte the meet' 
dMadfiH ; the walls of ^ arsenal, wlddi were ttp-r 
wHrds of three yards'in thide^ess, with a part ot'tbtf 
gale ef St. Nicholas^ aild several adjoisdng ^nMdes^^ 
wme at oiiee- blown into the air, » ccncmnion «in$t* 
ceeding, that ^ook ihewbide dty to itsfoondatitfHg.^^ 
->*^ A short time "i^eitoisly to ihe breaMftg otit «f 
the war, a nkase was issaed by the emperor, ordering 
three alkd thirty dmnMs at Moscow ^ to be pulled 
down ; by no means an. unreasonable step, since thd 
total num^ber in the city and suburbs amounted to 
two thousand, and numy of them were in a ilihipidiiHi 
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tUtOf. The oomnion people, bowerer, tery general]^ 
eolertaiiied tlie idea, that their late calamities were 
•#iQg. to tMf act of impietjr. The empesor hat now 
yoned to. ecect a new churdi. at Moscow, in oomme- 
mttration of the delivecance of Russia, for which « 
design has been gi^en. by Mr. Wilbers, fonnerly a 
puflil of ^e academy at St. Petemburgh. A colwma, 
lenned o«t of the eanson taken from, the French^ 
fonns part of the design. The imperial palace, which 
stands on a point Qomvuuading the whole town, waa 
the reaid^oe, as before stated, of B<maparte. But 
even these walls, that had. formed his. abode, were 
gfiven.to destruction by his orders, and now shewed 
themselyes in the mest forlorn ccmdition, stripped of 
every article, and costpletely gntted frcmi top te 
bottom. The same scene of waste was exhibit^ ia 
an interesting «ntigue edifieo^ .containing the chamber 
of the^urone. As the puUio hallof audlenoe at the 
ooronatioB of thetcaars^ aadi emperors, it .hi/A be«i 
often made the scene of festivities in this most pom^ 
pens .ani splendid court. Bnt bow, aot » vestige of 
ancient orpament could any where' be traced; the 
•eti3Hty«(devastatioo.had.beaagDeatyaiid'Beai«ely * 
beam-or a stonejrested one. on the others The Oiher 
parts of the Kremlin remained u&touched^ and it waa 
impossible^ eoAqeive m more impoaizig spectacle thas 
waa. h^are afforded. Afaighterfaceoverimng the walls 
towafldft the river, at the OKtramity iOf wluoh, to the 
leftv«nPMrc(d the fantasl^cal- atructure ef the Trini^ 
Chmwk, and <the aw6-comaymding portals of the 

• cfTliatklecnr ivMboma by only two nwwprilg m of Rmris. 
The word b a Slavonic translation of the Tatar khan, or Unjg. 
In their translation of the Old Testament, it constantly occurs in 
thli scMe, the Cnr Solomon, or Czar David, being the ordinary 
t«n»hi«M.'* 
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Hdy Que^ thitmgh whic^i every ^Misienger widkv 
bare-headed* At the oth^ end, was a dittter of detiiM 
rising from the church of St. Nicholas, ^lat €i Uhi 
Aasumption, and the chapel and palace of the ttotr^v 
with the lofty temple of Ivan Veliki towering' ftef 
above them all, and reflecting the beams of the mjA 
from a globe of gold. The palace of the czars ^oeM 
not boast an antiquity of more than two hundred 
years ; but it is an edifice raised with prinody cost- 
liness in the carved work with which that styltf 
abounds^ This was one of the most shewy examples 
of the gorgeous architecture of the Kremlin, though 
the whole circle offered an assemblage of bright, gsy 
(Dolours, and a display of gaud and richness that vied 
«dth ^ the wealth of Onnus and of Ind.^ The 
cupdas and roofs were gilt, or stained green or red, 
the walls and towers covered wiUi glazed tiles of blue, 
aiid White, and yellow ; In. other parts adorned widi 
storied paintings from Holy Writ ; while a milange 
was seen on every side, of pear-shaped domes, TAtar 
batdements, Oothic tracery, Grecian oohimns, Uti 
star, the crescent, and the cross. Looking below, W0 
beheld the stream of the Moskva, winding Its ooutse 
amidst the streets and houses of the town,- all indeed 
now in ruin, but still interqwrsed with many a gliti 
taring steepte, with cottage, garden, and palace intav 
tnixed, and offering to view the endless variety of a 
fiussian city. This scene was backed by an extensive 
landscape on the west, dotted wiUi country houses and 
monasteries, and surmounted by the long, gloomy line 
of the Sparrow hills, over which the French army 
iirst shewed themsdves, before the work of abomina- 
lion was begun."* 

* Jamet** Journal* vol. IL pp. 171—3, 19&-<S04. 
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^ Ifl thd yeiu- 1816^ when Dr. Maeniii^ad was at 
Mcwcdwv abihoiigh many restiges of the cooflagration 
W«re Mill visiUe, ** the great advance made toward 
<^terating the traces of disaster were almost inoon- 
c^iraUe." Within the precincts of the Kremlin, 
^▼«7 building had been renovated. The court was at 
this time established in the ancient ci4>ital of the czars. 
*^ The Iknpress Mother occupied the bel ktage oi one 
of the: chief palaces ; and the standard of Aleximder 
waved'.over the fcxmer residence of Napoleon.'* The 
Kitaigorod, as well as the greater part of the 6em. 
Uanoijptnrod and theShdx>de, appeared entirely rebuilt ; 
but the palaces of the noblei remained much in the 
same «tate in which ihey had been left by the fire, irndf 
there was no lili^hood of their being speedily repaired. 
C^fttm Cocbxasxe^ however, who pass^ through 
Mosoqwin 1820y«peaks of the dty as even then only 
bvalf r^Niilt, and the. streets half finished, brick and 
VEiortar every where, incommoding the passenger. 
*^ In every oUier respect than that of population," he 
says, ^^ I found Moscow the same as in Clarke's 
time, beautiful and ri(^, grotes^pie and absurd, mag* 
ttificent and mean* Although much of the singi^ar 
appearance ci the -Kremlin has been obviated in thi^ 
MStored l^ijiildings, yet, it is still far from regular/ 
13ie new imperial palace is wholly imdeserving the 
name ; and only that a building is wanted for the use 
id the imperial family, and that there was a vacuioy 
Upon, the <ite on which it stands, it would call loudly 
for another fire-brand." 

The latest as well as the fullest account o( Moscow, 
is furnished by Dr. LyaU, who resided for some years 
in Russia as domestic physidari to the Ckmntess Orloi* 
Chesmenska, and left that capital so lately as 1823. 
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^^ Ef«r aiiioe the d^ivtaro of the ooort m 18l8,*^1ie 
informs m, ^' the renoTAtioB, iraprofwunt, aoA c»^ 
beUiahment of the netropolie hsfe been citj rleA mf 
with astonishliig eoeigy and iceew, and ttUl eotittn»e 
to advance wkh rapid auides. Themost rdbmrlakh 
recent improvemenu are^ the fonnatSea of Aksxmo^tiAf 
Garden, a magnifioent pnnnenade; the i'H|i1arwnrtf 
of a desert triangular space near the Sasith^a BfeMgpe, 
formerly a recq^tade of filth and aheadnatknt, hf 
regular streMs and enormous piles of Mtitmi th^ 
levelling of the earthen rai^varts and fortiftea«ieitt 
round the eastern walls of this KittfigoMsd^ aftd «he 
substitution of streets and nuoketa in their room ; 
the embellishment of the north iWmt of the tiibanals 
and of the ii^ps ahmg the toorse of ihe now nfHsMe 
Neglinnaya; the almost totaL renewal of that toighty' 
mass, the Petrovskoii' Theatre ; the repairs of the 
sumpt9iou8 OMmsiittis of the nobles^ and the arrange 
ment of new pbuies; new streets, atod new mfti^kMiL 
By i^e bumng of ixmumerable small, eembrft, i^oeden 
houses andihwels, and by ti>e superior and tastdM 
mlomer in which jnost of the dty ia Tibaiit, Moaeo w 
has greatly ehanged its appearimce. ^hat welideKfiil 
miztwre of mi^itotnt palaces and pdbry hMSy W 
often metttioiied: by .foreigners, thei^ atiU-ilo be 
soosaeked ia a few places, docs not eorpflwerMlf 
strike the eye of tho stranger. In one ward, Memnr 
is dailgp lesing^ her .Asiatic. Ileatmresv aM a ia rimilaUiig 
herself to tihe olfaflr capitals of Snrope.: Ffomv^hii 
observation, however, I am happy -to add^ lliat-^lihB 
Kremtemust beeaempted: its ancient sngnlaHtyaitid 
grandeur are piwerved octeaplete**'* 

• Lya3J*f Character of the RuwiaiM, he 4to. pp. 525,& 
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. Taken ai a whoLe^ mj» Dr.Ijyall, theKmnle*^ is 
one of the mmt angular, beatctifol, and magnifieent 
ol^joete I hsvt ever bdneld. Its commanding sitimtion 
^on the banks e( the Moskva river, its high and vene- 
nMe -vi^te walla,- with, nnmasoas hatdeinents, vai- 
rionsly coloured towers, and steeples ; the number and 
.tlM nu^nificenoe of some, of its fine edifices, wi^ th^ 
/different painted roc^ ; the variety ef its cathedrals, 
lAurches, monasteries, and hellnes, with tlMir idmost 
innunkerable domes, gilt, ti]i*plal»d, or g^re«n;-i-.£n- 
^^ed,, thip whole piciare presents at iHe sametlme a 
.-varied unity^— >*a eonsonanoe tiid. inetmgniiiiy of <^t>- 
JectS) ^-a contrast of ancient and moder^- wmAar of art 
^d taste, -^ai beauty, grandeur,' and 'magnificence 4n. 
describfihle and altogether uniquJe. Torbe ooyici6v«d. 
It must be aeen i and if hen seen, it ^ never fiiils ttf«x. 
cite astebishment uid d^htv*' AH travdtos agree, 
that tl» view of the eity from this |>laf9e, eapedaOy 
%»m $t. Ivan's tower, stio^asses every otiter, bodrin 
jringnlnrity mid splendour. Towards tibe sooth, tt^ 
«een a xvrowd of churches -vHth tibeir ianmnaridiie 
^doipies a9d belfdes ; a variety of palaees, priviite inaw- 
si^QS, and public edifises, espeeiaUy i^ Mvialtre 
ll^pfHBdHng Hosi^tal ; o^Mu spaeea,> £elds^ ^aniettg, 
jnarket-places ; the winding Moskva Eiver,r -with les 
•piayB ^d romantiQ banks. In the distance, ^re ac«h 
the Sparrow hjHa, dothed with^dmls irood, * and: here 
jmd tkerei 9. d^tadied village^ joumaatery, or dnonh^ 
in. the nudst of beautiful and ▼aiied'«fnVireoB, diverw 
tified by hiU and dale, woods, and ^tivated fidds. 
Ke view towards the west takes in m&te of the 

• So^ Dr. LyaU tell* \u» the woid «hould be written, befaig de- 
rived from the Tfttar word kritn or Jcrem, a fortress. The citadels 
"oC Kovogorod, Casan, Nljni-Novogorod, and Sxisdal, bear the 
«M[)sa{tpdIMion. 
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Kmolin and its walls, and an immense portion 'ot the 
4nty^ with more level enrirons. On the north ^-^ist, 
several large and splmdid public building!^ are aeen^ 
and, beyond them, romantic ground on the banks 'tH 
a small river, and an immense extent of the cfty, 
varied by open spaces, gardens, markets, and' the 
broken and elevated banks of the Moskva river. The 
environs in this direction are very fine, but in genial 
more level, woody, and gloomy than those which the 
view.firom the south comprises. 

The Kremlin is situated on the north side of tli6 
Moskva, which, in this part, bends into, the UxtA 
of a crescent. Its shape is triangular, the eircnm* 
ference about two miles. A high wall surrounds if, 
strongly built of brick, faced at the foundatioai with 
stone. There are five gates ; at four of these there 
are steeples, and there are numerous watdi-towers. 
In passing through one of the gates, csalled SpasMya 
Vorotuiy or the Gate of Our Saviour, every male, ftom 
the sovereign to the peasant, takes off his hat, and 
remains uncovered: if a stranger n^ecCs this, a 
sentinel directs or forces him to comply. Of the tor. 
rets wIUl which the wails ol the Kremlin are oma- 
m^ited, almost all are of a square base and pyramidal 
^evation, yet exhibiting different styles ci ard&ite^. 
ture. The most interesting is that immediately to the 
south of Our Saviour's Gate, on which was anciently 
suspended the alarm-bell, and from which theandtet 
sovereigns of Muscovy used to witness or superintend 
the infliction of punishments, and the o^bration ef 
Xestivals. 

ThM« are no regular streets in the Kremlin, but 
three open spaces called plostchads^ or squares, of a 
very irregular shape, and abundance of room other- 
wise, for the numerous carriages and fbot-p 
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miih which, in smnmer, it is ahxraTs crowded. The 
bouses have in general stone foundations : in ail case*^ 
the superstructure consists of brick staoooed and 
painted, generally in the most gaudy colours. None 
of the houses belong to private individuals ; the whole 
being the property of the crown. Beside the govern* 
ment-offioes, the Kremlin contains the palace, the 
senate-house, the arsenal, the imperial museum, and 
a number of cathedrals, churches, and monasteries, 
among which is the most splendid churdi in all 
Moscow, and the most sacred edifice in the empire, 
viz. the cathedral of the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary. It was built in 1479, on the Mte of the ori- 
ginal edifice, and exhibits a specimen of the Greco- 
Italian architecture of the fifteenth century* It iis 
loaded with ornaments to a most cmiofoi and extrai^ 
vagant degree. On the walls are punted. 249 full 
images, and 2,066 half-lengths, and heads, many larger 
than^niature. The quantity of gold leaf ei^loyed in 
embellishing it, is said to have amounted to 210,000 
leaves. > Images gaudily adorned, splendidly gilt and 
ornamented, holy books, massy gold crosses of beau- 
tiful workmanship, rich. episcopal vestments; .in short, 
every article that can impress the observer with a 
striking idea of the magnificence and shew of the 
€h«ek service^ are here to be seen in the greatest pnw 
fusion. The lustres are particularly magnificent and 
costly. In the middle of the church is suspended a 
erowa of massy silver, aeoompanied with forty-eight 
chandeliers, all of a single ineoe, and weighing nearly 
3,000 lbs. There are also numerous candlesticks^ 
^^ almost as high as a man," some of silver, others of 
copper silvered, holding candles *' as thick as a man's 
leg." . 
.The cathedral of SU Michael ranks next to this in 
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■plandour wii dignity. It is vaunted by ^w Bb» 
tbM M the pboe where their eov«veag|is wese fiwrv 
neriy interred, while the cethednd of the AsenniptieA 
if hMDnoHred by bei|ig the place where they, tan 
crewBed. The bodiet of the RiiBaJan wnreragBS ax% 
contained in raiaed aepnlArea, focmed in the ihape-of 
aoofl^ All thecatfty from the time thatMoeoeor 
beoame ike teat of «a^>ire, to ibe close of the seren* 
teenth century, (with< the exception of one,) are here 
depoiited. Thii cathedral was originally built in 
}3S3; and altar various repairs and alteratimis, it 
was put nearly in its present state by the Eiiipi es s 
Catherine in 177S* 

• The pakoe of the csairs, next to these two cathe» 
Ands, is the objeot most wofthy otnotite within, the 
KiMyiwiin. Dr. LyaH saeys> that this {ndace ^ is pee* 
bably the most notable instance of constant dia^ge 
and renoration among all the laige jmd move aaeient 
edifices ef Moscow:" in consequence of this, the 
de sc rip tions given ef it by travellers diffiar very widetf^ 
•van when but « Aort time: hptd lapsed beCween^ the 
peeiods of their respective visits* !hi the year 16M^ 
it consisted of thi»e parts { the ancient palace of i the 
ttars, the andience^amber^ «Bdithe new pafaott 
The ancient pabice waa built by an Italian aicbitect MM 
the .beginning ol the stzteenth eeirtufy ; but the style 
of it is so singolear, that it has been called Grecian, 
Gothic, Titax-, end Hindoo. • In the Behridere an 
two sB(ail acched roem^ whdch wera the caar's ;pesn» 
Uar. apartment*. They opmammicated, .by\a aaxfow 
sta ir c a se, with on obseFvatory, '^^ a kind .of voyal 
polioe4M»,** where, at a certiun fixed hour^ the ciar 
daily took Ids station, while crowds . of sii^lieaQls 
assembled in the courts below, deposited their petitions 
upon a large stone adjoining the small churdi called 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



flpM na Baru: These petitions wore Iwop^t to the 
wvereign, who examined them, and dictated the 
tmswen^ which were m like mamier Upd on the Same 
atone till the petitioners came to receire them. Peter 
^le Great was bom in the old palace.- The new pa* 
lace was originally built in 1748, by the Empress 
Elisabeth; but it has been repeatedly altered and 
enlarged. The Empress Catherine formed the project 
ef erecting a most magnificent palace in the Kremlin. 
The plan was actually executed, and a superb model 
pf it still exists in the Imperial Museum. This model, 
according to Dr. darke, i» one of the most c^mons 
things in Moscow. ^' If the work had been com- 
pleted," he remai^ 5' it would have been the wonder 
jof the world. The architect who eonstmeted tho 
plan, was a Russian who had studied at Paris* This 
joodel cost 50,000 n^t^. The expense necessary for 
iJoB acccmiplishment of the undertaking, (as the ar^bi* 
itact Gampore^, who ^ made the es^nate, assured us^ 
would have been fifty milUons of rubles. The calcu- 
lation, laid b^ore the empress, stated the- funount^nly 
^ twenty millions. The work was bogun, but, it if 
said, the falling in of a part of. the foundati<m, deter* 
milled the empress against its prosecution* The pUut 
was, to unite ike wh(^ Kremlin, having a circum- 
§exeaaoeM>£ two miles, into one magnificent^palaee. Its 
(triangular form, and the number of chucches it con- 
tains, • offered some difficulties ; but the model was 
veadered complete. Its fronts are ornamented with 
ranges of beautiful pillars, according to differeai 
orders of architecture. Every part of it was finished 
in the most beautiful numner, even to the -fre«a» 
painting on the ceiling of the rooms, and the colouring 
of the various marble columns intended to decorate 
the interior. It encloses a tbeatse- 9^ magi|ific^i4 
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iputniMtf. Had ih9 ntnaet heta eempleteil, ifwotttt 
l»te iiDiMiMed tike TiBo^ ^grfonlon, ditf P iny ylwii 
If Aikiads, the VlOa of Adrittn, or the Fmotf «f 

Trtijan* . -^ V> 

' None' of the apartments «f ih«i new piJa6e ave^ff^ 
large ; but thdf are fnmished in a most superb mi 
Expensive manner. ** Inlaid floors of rariote^ganft 
and colours, of oak and other wood ; beautifiil' WiHeU 
and Russian 'carpets $ tapestrf J6ov«red walla- of- dl 
iihades; immensdty large looking-gbtsses, some lA* 
which hare many flaws, and others are joined ; tidM 
^imdtt^any, of Sib(N4an beedi, of nat-wood, stained 
and unstained, gilt and ungiit, of marble, of imltsticNi 
9apis Riittaiy and of malachite ; ^itirs of the same 
woods, plain or oovered^th silk, and gilded ; laige 
erystal md l^ronse lustres, and a' crowd of other oma^ 
teents, «!« all fbimd here.** Thci audienoeiehamber, 
originrily built at the dose of the ^teenth^c^itiHy, 
%rM burnt ist the yetf 1812 ; bttt'it is now eotttj^eC^ 
i^epaired' and fltted up after its fonne^ style i its ardit* 
iMtureis Teryshnple. Th» Gttinoffiia fa Ai^Ma,'* 
bqTiare'hall, &om which the whole edifice takitt lH 
name, Ui a room ahout feitrty-fiire fSeet square. ** fik 
IVS oentre rites an e ae rmoi ^ square and highly gfl^ 
|flHar, which loses itscSf by expansion into the ^^rditii; 
Imd wl^ them supports the ceiHngt the viftjdlS T B i ^ 
ftrn^ in itumber; and eaefa is crossed by a gilt twiiMi 
VtnccO ooM, whidi has a good eflSBCt. Over tA 
Window are th^ arms of three of the go^einmeilttf Iff 
iiaisia.' The walls are coyered with criihson t«l^ 
htonze dtandeHers, and gilded ornaments, and the 
4Rto is t)V€^laid With red doth. Numerous lustres 
are suspended from the ceiliiig. The base of HA 
ieehtral pillar is surrounded with shdves, on whidb, 
4Mi graat oodasions, ara arranged die goidt and silnr 
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OtMtilt Vkd vwiMit bfiloBfuig to th0 99m. Th» 
iJmnmm <m «be footh M4e, ift i«|«a% tlifaiit wUl^ Ouil 
lo lii«.palao(S^ The »«qi9 i* diffij^orfct by a Biimb«r 
of Mats like aa orehestn^ in one of the ohambenk 
OppoMle tW.thrMie«Ml »ea» the roof, is a igni-hmar 
inttdofry fieom wh^MO the imperial lunily, when nol 
IffOMMt jtt the hall^ eoiiM observe die ceremonies i|£uiC 
IliMt. MMMVition in 4he eithedral of the AsMn^lion, «r 
«n taesi . ^k» jseeejpt^ ef ambassadors b^^ his nwijestji' 
Whenthe edn^.isr ai, MosemryTbiUa are fireqnsMlji 
giirflB^ this haU. pQn-jooeasiMfof-a bell in 18ia^ li 
wia flhuaJBateA by ^5#0 itbk candiesy and.yresentad 
a most megnifioentflppeaBamfef" 1 

Among the numerous chnrthes iaeladed within thf 
Kremlin^ lliet ef^ Philip Is 4istiBfl^ilibe4«i eontaln- 
Ui^ thepatriarehal treenttyf the tickm ef ivhiish^eQ^f 
sjftef i«Htitusei!ipt< and bookjii mlflr«» and. aaosed^d 
dini i oi and .oeiiameatsj ymaU km theipreparatieA el 
0ie holy.eilr andt retifls ,of saints^ The woet-vaidaUa 
aaaausortpts .are those, of .the Slarenic \N«w, J!m^ 
aientt wloeh date ac ISsr baekaa the ^Ble^mi|;h. aaA 
^df^ eemunes* Dr. hf$ja wm .9k9^rm\^^ mmfik 
yarabaneat voluaie a good deal siiUled, said, to be ^ 
Oospel of St*.l4ihe in W own hand*waeiting"*r^ 
what language. and ohanacter, he does .not state ; pettii 
haps the Shvrenieal«»! Them is li copy. «)f the £faiw 
C^ts in Slavonian, written by the Tsarevna Tatiana 
MiehMleima, daughter of the. Tsar. Michail Phedocei' 
^t«h. Among the saerad vessels are a large gUt 
r^omoinik* (hand-basin), and an ^ enormously large 

* For this word. Dr. Lyatt «iyi» ««. iMve no {mcliely oona- 
■pondiog word ill JEngUsh. <* The RuMfauu deem it ttndean to 
^*Mh with oreven to touch the MmeMnuer twice. On thto sccoimt* 
*«Mhenid»ewthlfiMMleu>>MMtodbyeiepsinthey«ri^< 
*Mr «he door of his house, which the piSMnt peun out in 1 
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ikhlW -hnlft for the csremony oi'mtaitiBg the ^ 
lies* feet." Hie veMcH for tbe pr^aratioB «f «b« 
hi^y 0it, e<msMt of two large silTVr ketiles or:be^eBiif 
i;tk inside, two feet and a half in ^ameter, m^^Af 
together with silver stirrers and ladles, were presented 
lo the holy synod by the Empress Catherine II» Bev 
tween these boilers stands a large nlver reeeiviv, ed 
Ae GOYer of whidi is- a representation ^of Sunnal 
anointing Saul. This also was a present of ike-&^ 
lireris. They weigh, altogether upwards of *JWUMf,' 
l^otn the resei^er, the oil is-emplded into eixKieca 
^iegatit silver vases presented to ike synod by the 
Emperor PauL The *•*• holy oil *' is made <mly owe a 
year wHh gieat eei'emoBies« 

• The bdfry of Ivan Vefikii, or GiMt J^ka^ etandii 
neai^y at an equal distance from the oathedrats of the 
Assumption and St. Miehaiel. It is visihte-frsM 
ahnest erery part of Itie city, and to a gveat 4^»btaim 
«i the approach to it from the -east, soQth^ sad irwi; 
and was used by the French' as an observatory and 
sigAal^Kist. They8ttemptedtohlow4tnpbefiire4lMir 
departiEre is 1812, and the tower was rent from top 
to bottom ; btit it is now completely repaired. fVdbi 
the bottom to the top of the cross, it is 269 feet and d 
hilf high. The number of the bells is 33y many of 
which have inscripdons and pectiliar nanes ; Dr. Ijyall 

tdwmitt to thebriM. aSMit, at gold rtdtomoMN; In the dweHiiig«t 
lileai«diaiit» at ta the pslso* of the iioUenu«» every habititJ^ 
is furnished with « cistern of water. The cistern is genraall; nu^ 
of fanui except among the peasants, and is placed against the 
wall* withabashibekmit. It has a mechanical inventiOQ> so thai 
by puriikig tip a phig> you empty as litde or as much wster aayou 
please* and wash yourself with it during its iall into a large ha^ 
hMin caUed a tea. Now ft is becoming more common for a man* 
servant to pour the water from a crystal bottle upon his maatv't 
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I ; the tmaSkoat of whkh w«i|^ 7009 
youiiilafiiiglidi^andtbeliffigwt 124,280. On feiti¥al«| 
tkef^wt^ toUsd almoit wiUioiil intgrmitriop, And wUli 
Wt little TAriatioQt, from an eariy hour till tlie eveUf 
lag s the peasantry, and the Russians generally, being 
extremely fond of Ivan Velikii*s music. The gieel 
bell of Mosoow, the wonder of the wwld, stands iik aa 
immense cavity on the east side of this bellry. la 
1812, the roinaof the belfry fell into the eavifty^ and 
eovered the bcU. Wh^ the eeurt anii^ at Mmtom 
in 1817^ it was uncovered and again surrounded witli 
a raiL Dr. JLyall U>ok great pains to aanftrtain the 
Ikistery of this b^ and its exact sioe 4md wei|^C 
According to him, it originally contained 8800. jMmIr 
weighty and was cast in 1654. Being destroyeiy||r 
fire, it wsn recaft,< and 9000vadditioiia] po^ oinOtfi 
added to it in 1734 At this time, it wfp mmXkf 
•vended cfvei; the fdaoe where it wae-cast; at 98 
great hei^^* In 1737«-^he wooden edifice ertflted 
over it took fire, and the bell becoming hot^ wae asest 
probably crad&ed in conseqiuence of c^ld water being 

* Dr. Ctorfce roundly swcrti, that the bdl wat agver tuipendeAi 
that the Russians might as wefl attempt to suspend a flrst-iate line- 
of-lAttle ship, with an her guns and stores. The flnt Ml, however, 
«Mdk cdatiiiMd 8900 poods wdi^ of iaital*lt«xp«eHlyttate4 toy 
Kodv wlK^ vistt«l Moicow in ieoe»to haveteMsuipaMled^a 
graatnumDer of beams and cross-beams ; and it was rung by forty or 
fifty men, one half OB each side, who, by mean^ of ropes, piilied the 
<&pper. An inMsiption on thebeH itatf statei, that it began to 
vmCunceDlvinsSeryiee A'D. 1669, andtflBttaued to b» used t8l 
^701, when, in consequence of a great Are in the Kremle, it was 
^anoaged. Whether the second bell, cast firom the first, with t&e 
*Aditiao dfSOOO poods of copper. In 1^34; was ever taspenied, aj^ 
Pooadoubtftil, bat certainly not tmpossdde. Hmwcy states, that 
it had ben hung, and that the sound of it anuaed and deafrfie d| | 
>Uher than delighted the inhabitants. He estimates the weight at 
**8.77ahs. Bnj^ish j value, at 3». per pound, 85,6811. It may justly 
^>tylii thk tar Motel, the emperar of bdls. 
i2 
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^rown upon it to eztingaMi the flaaoieft. An i^Mcri^ 
tim on it, recording its second casting, ej ipr csrfy 
states its weight at 10,000 poods, equal to 300,^00 
finglSsh pounds. According to' the measurement mt 
lAr, Murray, an English engineer, the height, if it 
had been a fall cast, would have been twenty-one 
ftet; it is actually only twenty feet seven inches. 
The greatest £ameter at the mouth of the bdi, is 
twenty-two feet eight inches. The top of the bell, or 
donUe ring, measures three feet one inch. Dr.Cburlce 
makes the circumference sixty-seven feet four inches ; 
the perpendicular height, twenty-one feet four and a 
half iuches; and the thickness of the metal, in its 
Stoutest part, twenty-three iriches. The top of the 
crack is five feet seven inches from the ground. The 
dapper, which lies at the foot of Ivan Vdikii, is 
fourteen feet long. On festivals, the peasants visit 
this bell as they would resott to a Sanctuary, regarding 
it as an act of devotion, crossing - thenlksdves aU the 
way as they descend and ascend the steps. 

Among the wonders of the Kremlin, the Oneat Out 
must not be omitted. It is placed on the south side 
of the grand entrance to the arsenal. It is sixfeen 
feet long, and the diameter of its calibre nearly three 
feet. There are also eight other large guns arranged 
round the Kremlin, and 900 cannon and howitsers 
taken from the French, surround the arsenal. 

The Imperial Museum in the Kremlin contains little 
worth notice. Costly robes, especially a vest twelve 
yards long, worn by Catherine II. during her poro- 
nation, the crowns of conquered kingdoms, -the long 
ivory comb with which the czars formerly combed 
their beards, the code of laws of the several provinces 
of the empire, collected by the father of Peter the 
Great, a toilette of amber, and some national curiosi- 
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tlM, ure the objects of most interest and lAipditaiieei 
There are also some curious anddiaracteristic me-i 
morikls of Peter the Great i among these are, a pair of 
enormous boots,- fanneUshaped at the top ; an im. 
nsense tankard ; his pocket-book ; his portrait, which 
was worn by Prince Mentchikof ; his crystal cup 4 
some pieces of mechanism of his own execution, in 
turnery ; a crystal' cup, with a ducat embedded in ite 
subitance of the same year in which the sovereigik 
kimself blew the cup ; a model of a ship in silver gih, 
which was sent from HoUand to that emperor, &c. 

The alarm-bell, suspended in a tower before the 
Kremlin, was brought from Novogorod when that city 
was conquered in 1477> There it had been used as-a 
signal for the people of that republic to assemble from 
all 4}uarters, in the event 4)f foreign danger or intestine 
tumult ; and they regarded its removal to Moscow as 
the sure prelude of their departing liberty. 

The second grand division of Moscow, the Kitai- 
gorod, or Chinese-town,* is larger than the Kremlin. 
It contains the university, the printing-house of the 
synod, several public buildings, the tradesmen's shops, 
and the only street in the city in which the houses 
are contiguous. Its form is that of an oblong square $ 
aU the sides are flanked by walls, furnished widi bat> 

•"^Is is suppoted to be a Tatari^ipellation, but its etymology 
in doubtful. Voltaire* without gMxtg his authority, says, *' La 
pordd appetlc'e la vitte ChinoUet ouies raretia de la Chine t'tHaiUent.** 
This Is probaUy nothing more than a random conjecture. Kitat, 
Br. Lyall says, certainly means China in Russ, whence the word^ 
Cathay. On the other hand, the appdlatlon originated with the 
Tatars; and, there are said to be two other towns of the same 
name, one in the Ukraine, and one in Podolia. Query, whether the 
word mky not mean the East, and Kiiitai be the cast country,— 
lUiUaigorod, the eastxiuarter, i. e. east of the Kremlc ? 
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tlMBentt, tow^art, and giit«a. The Kltidgorod is Um 
moit European part of Moaoow. One of the moeC 
•trUdng obi^eoto in this diriaion, is the Kntmajfrn 
PhtishaA, or Beaittifnl I^aoe; one of the Uufsert, 
handsomest, and most singular squares in Surope, or 
perimps in the world. It is 12G0 feet long, and its 
greatest breadth 4S4 feet. During the summer, it is 
one of the chief promenades. The markets and bar. 
gaining shops in this dirision of the city, exhibit m 
noTel and entertaining spectacle ; and of these, iStM 
dead-iish market is certainly one of die greatest 
ourioeities in Moscow. No sooner has tiie wint^ so 
£Btr adnmead that the sledge^roads are passable, tttan a 
large sup]^ of fish is- regularly brought isom Arch« 
ang^, and from a great lakb i:n. the €^emlneittef 
Korogovod. These are piled up like walls, snow 
senring to fill the interstices. The sterlet, stufgeoit,aad 
beluga, or great sturgeon, are always in gfreat supply 
and cheejp. In Mardi 1619, D^. LyaH saw^ in this 
maricet, a beluga of immehfe i^ze ; it we^hed 2450 
pounds English, and the head alone 320 pounds. H 
had been caught in the Dwitia. The bargaining shopa 
form a great range of buildings on the east side of the 
BeauttM place. - In Moscow, as in nearly all the 
towns of Aussia, the principal shops resonble the 
bazars of the East ; they are all together, and the 
merchants lire at a distance, coming to their shops 
early in the morning, and returning at dusk to their 
houses. There are regular markets in different parts 
of the city, where all kinds of articles may be pur- 
chased ; but when a person wishes to have a dioice, 
or to buy a variety of articles at the same time, he 
generally goes to the bargaining shops. The total 
number of these is said to be 6000. Besides being 
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dooibiy locked at night, they are all sealed up, a pSeoe 
of cord or thread being twined round the padlock, and 
soft wax with an impression afixed over the ends or 
oa.. the door. A Russiui, according to Dr. Lyall; 
-will no\ readily break a seal ; this he deems particu- 
larly sacred. To break a lock is, in his opinion, of 
less consequence. 

The Beioigorod, or WTiite-town, the third grand 
division of Moscow, nearly encircles the two divi- 
sieas already described ; it derives its name from a 
white wall with which it was formerly enclosed, but 
of which scarcely a vestige now remains* In its stead, 
a spacious and elegant boulevard has been formed,' 
which adds much to the beauty of the city, and 
affords a fine promenade for the inhabitants. In 17379 
when Mr. Coxe visited Moscow, this division of the 
oity exhilnted a grotesque groupe of diurches, con. 
vents, palaces, brick and wooden houses, and mean* 
bevds. The hovels were consigned to the flames in^ 
1012; very few wooden houses are left, and no more- 
ane aUowed te be erected. This division contains 
many fine palaces ef the nobles, six monasteries, 
flevesal churches, the university, the foundling.hos- 
pilal, the Bible Society house, the great provision^ 
market, and the fruit-market. The university was 
built on its present site in 178G, by the Empress 
Catherine II. Lectures are here given on Russian 
law, the lAtin language, arithmetic, mathema^ 
tics, and natural philosophy, ancient and modem 
history, moral philosophy, medicine, the Pandects, 
logic and metaphysics, botany and anatomy, and the 
French and Oerman languages. There are a great 
number of professors and teachers, and the expense 
6f the estabUshment is immense ; yet, there are only , 
100 students, who are admitted at the public cosW; 
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Of the aocieti^ in Mmnow wbioli hiawtiot their «fc)JMi 
the advancement of sdentifiB knowledgety the IxufVfmik 
Society of NaUiral Hi^tery^ which meets in thk dsrii 
sion of the city, deserves particuhir notice. TheileB^pi 
of this institution was, to form a depot for ^ett* 
Goveries in natural history made in this vast empims 
It was established in 1804; and when the Fvcttdit 
took Moscow in 1812, it was very floanshiag. Un- 
fortunately, however, the museum in whidi, all ili 
collections were deposited, was burned. But its n»e»^ 
bers are exerting thenvMslves i^ith Unabated, tan^avm te 
repair the loss, and the institution promises /air jto-bs 
of great service to the cau^e of science m Busein^ 

Perhaps, no building erected #ince the calamity el 
1812, excites more astonishment, .even in Moseov^ 
than the £xeroise-h<»ii«9, erected in 1817. . Thii 
enormous edifice is 5^ feet in leng^ ik^ hffpdtha* 
each end is 168 feet, and the height from. 42 tQ 43^ 
feet. The mechanical construction of the roojf U.te 
mosl; surprising pant of it : although of such length 
breadth^ and weight of materials, it rests meioLy Mfc 
the waUs. In '^ the gipret ** oi this buildingythn 
number of beams and /cross.. beam? which ^prMflsft 
themselves, remind the visiter of an enonnouv maiHi^f 
war on the stocks. • .:i 

The Foundling Hospital was established ia 17S3, 
and is supported by voluntary oontributious^ lfgsrw<i 
&c It is an immense institution, though still jmU 
^shed. The policy and humanity of such uwtitWit 
tions is very questienaUe ; but, if they uxe to exiflfip 
none can be better constituted in all respects than thia 
at Moscow.* ' Both sexes are taught reading, wHtm^ 

• Befiore this institution was established at Mcmkow, infimtidiU 
is said to have been dreadfully prevalent The ntunber of «ls% 
admissions. Dr. Lyall says, is great. The lying-in house < 
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mUL mHhtmMc% Imideft wfaMi, the hofu ore occasionally 
miyloyul in tkerdiffeMst manufactures, and, at the age 
•f^oortetn, are taught sometime; and the girls learn 
taifant, net, sev, spin, weave laoe, and perform all kinds 
efheoiehold work* Sooh of either sex as display 
superior taieuts, are tau^ the fVendi and German 
hemg m ig iBB^ music, drawing, dancing, &o. At twenty 
years oU, a sum of money is given thcim to enable 
them to begin business ; and they are vested with the 
piivilege oi ibllowing their trade in any part of the 
mififey^^tk very great one in a country where all the 
peasants lire ^ves, and wheire none can leave their 
viUagee without the permission of their master. In 
oAme re^yects, their treatknent indicates greater libe- 
rality Bttd freedom than might have been expected in 
Russia. The highiest dass of boys have access to a 
ematt library, a cdleetidn of natural history, and a 
phAosephical appa^tus. It is obvibus, Indeed, from 
^e te&our and dIetaUs of most o^ the plan's pursued by 
^ present emp^^r for the education of his subjects, 
and especially his patreiddng and eneouraghi|^ Bible 
SidetieB, which must stimulate thought and inquiry, 
teit he^ unwtttlttgly preparing his subjects for a much 
ft^ep^lMKn of gcrfemment than that under which ^ey 
loKve hitherto laboured. 

-'A Very large ec^ection of ■ dctroAients illustrative of 
the Ustory, reMlgion, laws, poetry, literature, Ac of 
Rw^, mre .d^^osated in the ardih^ of the College 
ferPo^eign AAtirs, which is in this division of ^e 
«M^« In 1^ same division is another office, peculiar, 
^e believe,* to< tMs empire, the Office or GoUege of 
Qeaeral PMrimon or Quardianship. ** In every pro- 

•ittUt likefwtae wlmite aU appUcants without inquiry and without 
«PMMe. . The hakfiil tendency of tuch an institution upon puWic 
"^oi^ naeda not be pointed out. 
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vince of the Russiaii empive i^.a trUmnal oodcr dM 
name of the College of Qea&aiii Froyiskn, to which 
is entrasted the care oi all efitablishmentn. which at9 
intended for the alleviation of human misery, thow 
excepted that have particular privileges or chartem^ 
To these belong public schools^ orphan houses, ] 
tals and infirmaries, receptacles for tha poor, 
for incurables, madhouses, wari(houset, and .honm 
of correction." 

The Moscow Bible Society occiq;»y what was for- 
merly La Chanoellerie SeoriUy or office of seent 
affairs ; a species of star^-chamber or in«|nisitinn, abo- 
lished by the present emperor. It is a large, mas^ 
edifice, and was munific^tly given, tp the BiUe Sooietjr 
by its imperial patron in 1818. ^^ What a ooBftrast 1*? 
lemarks Pr. LyaU, '^ from beioig an i^quisitioq, t« 
become, in a mild reign, the depository of tfaouiands 
of Bibles and New Testaments in about tmeaHf laa* 
guages P* This Soci<ety, which is a branch, ef. ths 
St. Petersburgh (now ceiled the Russian) BiUe ^ 
ciety, was established in July 1819. . ' . 

The fourth grand division of Moscow, the Sem^ 
lian<Hgorod, or Earthen Town, derived its mmm 
from having boeu (Miginally surrounded , with an 
earthen rampart, few vestige of which mom 96m 
main. When Mr. Coae visited Moscow, this divisMW, 
as. well as the Beliogorod, exhibited a grotesque 
groupe of churchest convents, palaoca, and meaa 
hovels ; but in 1812, a great part of this division ms 
burnt, uid the poorer houses have not. betn refaniltf 
while those of a higher order ha;^e been r^uilt jm 
repaired, partly of wood and partly.oC stone. One ^ 
the most singular edifices is the Virinoi Dvore^ the 
depot for votki^ a spirituous liquor. It occupies a very 
large space, and forms two squares. '* In this j^reat 
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magaaihe toe deposited the spints, or votki^ made at 
^be distilleries b^ngiog to the crown, or hnmght from 
tills country hy the diBtiQerB, and loM to the crown^ 
«lecch*ding to special regulations.. From this depSt^ aE 
JfosoOw and its neighbourhood^ that is, all the drinking^ 
hduseri as well as private iikdividiia]s,aie stupplied with 
«etf^ in dkmdance. The bnildings have ^wrmmii^ 
^Aiek widtt, and are all vatdted. In them and the 
«oiirt^yards are lodged thouisands of barveki of the pre. 
«iMls vd^Art, the neetar of the Russian peasants, whidi 
il measured in strei^h by the hydrometer, and sold 
acoording to law. Good votki by m> means deserves 
the re p rottA thro^rn npon it by some travellers. As 
4wld in the Aodo^ and in the shops, it is g^ierally 
dUttftcd and adulterated, and certainly is a fiery, sLtfwiy 
0pen^S^ poiton* It fesemblsB S^tch whid&ey. It 
4s a Idfid of proof spirit, according to pharmaceutical 
phraseology. It it Called brandy by the mistake of 
tnitdlers, and somdtknes Bussiioi brandy^" 

The iSdiodi^ or Suburbs, the fifth and iMt division 
of Mosoow, are an immense, irregular pcdygon^ 
coBijdetely surMumdhig the SemUanoigorod. These 
iubiiibe are thirty-five in number. Some of them <x)ti» 
tftki a adzture Of stone and wooden houses, inters 
epersed with hev^ imd aupeil^ manskms ; but meet 
of them may be justly denominated villages in town, 
M ithera is a hage proportien of Unendosed land 
kk pasture, tmder oidtivation, or lying wastes The 
ttioit iosportant a» well aH the hafidsoiAeBt of the 
suburbs, is ddM Ntmifekai/a Sloboda. The ety- 
miktigitofA oHgin of ^ts ai^lladoA - illustrates a 
ettrftus fact in thie history of language, shewing the 
transitidm of Irords.from their primitive import to 
tteaniHgB very xemete. The noun netneta in the 
H«f 4*^^ llmgui^ engina^ means m dumb person ; 
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its Bbooodary sense is a stranger, evidendy tHns ftp* 
plied, because strangers ignorant of ^e Russian, might 
not improperly be called dumb: by the ntet transitioh 
in its meaning, it was applied to a German. ^ Titili 
transition,** Dr. Lyall obsenres, ^^ may be eairiiy ^ 
plained. The (Germans hare always been by fkr 
more nnmenms in Russia than the emigrants of ks^ 
other nation, and htoce they may hare been cadKAl 
Netnetskiy or foreigners, at first ; and afterwards, l^iis 
term may have become synonymous with the Ger- 
mans.** In the suburb alluded to, there was formei^ 
a German colony, and many artists and mechanics of 
that nation still reside in it. Of the moiiasteries and 
churches in the suburbs, the Spaso Androni^ monas- 
tery attracts the notice of the stranger at a distance, 
on account of its fine spire. It was built by a Russian 
architect, and, Hke many other buildings in Bfbsoow 
and t>ther cities of the empire, affords a striking proof 
of the taste and skill of the native architects. H^e 
spire, which has a massy foundation, consists of fcnir 
stories. The first, which is very elevated, has a towei*, 
surmounted by a cross on each t^de : through tiiis Ut'A 
high, elegant, arched entrance, with a fine troh gate, 
over which is an image of otir Saviour, called ** l^e 
image not made with hands." The second sfdrj^ls 
adorned with cdumns Of the Doric order ; andiSie 
other two stories, with Corinthian columns and HrHk 
arches for the bells. The spire termhiates in a taptft*. 
ing pear-shaped head, with fluted sides, over a'^Al!, 
and bearing the cross, all highly gilded. 

In the year 1819, Moscow contained six cathedral, 
21 monasteries, and 267 Greek diurches. '* Every 
monastery and church has its festival on the ibtfoS 
the saint to whom it is dedicated. These fiestiv^ 
are days of great rejoidng, mirth, and fdOf, in the 
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0(Hmtr]r, the whole peasantry of the yilla^ where the 
^tstivaX is to be oelebrated, as well as the peasantry in 
the neighbouring villages, assemble and attend the 
je^bration of Divine wor^ip, during which they pay 
Jiarticular devotion before Uie image of the saijU to 
i^irhom the church is dedicated. The same ceremony 
.^es place at all the churches in town, ^t on the 
festivals of the cathedrals and monasteries, there is a 
holy jtrocession from the cathedral of the Assumpti^i^ 
of a greater or smaller number (^ the clergy according 
.to .the importance of the festivaL Th^y walk on foot^ 
with uncovered heads, in regular OTder, accompanied 
.by the holy banners, crosses, books, &c and are pro- 
tected from the crowd by the police and gens d'aimes 
on horseback. The in^age of the saint tp whom the 
diurch is dedicated, is peculiarly distinguished, and 
numerous burning candles are placed before it.** . 

The Donskoi monastery, situated in the suburbs, ia 
one of the first class. Of its festival,- held on the 19th 
August, Dr. Lyall gives the following^ characteHstic 
description. ^' The f^te begins with the chiming of the 
bells and Divine service, the completion- of which is 
the signal for general mirth,— in fact, for ^e com- 
mencement of a Bartholomew fair. Crowds of visiters 
arrive throughout the day, and pay their devotions 
before the image of the Donskaya^ Holy Mother of 
^od. In the evening, at the entrance under the north 
belfry, is placed an image of the Virgin Jtfary, with 
abundance of holy water. Every visiter makes his 
devotions befwe this image, is sprinkled with holy 
TTAter by a. priest, deposits his charity, and passes into 
|he interior. I remarked, that the peasantry are 
reidly iq^rinkled with dexterity and in very rapid suC' 
cession, but that the priest slowly drc^ped the water 
iffxu the end of the brash inta the hands of the nobi- 
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y«^, and wkh it th^ ral>b«A Ui^ IteM. F«»0dM 
dayt ^eoeding thii Um^ ibaby koB^s a»e Dta^^kyyvd ift 
opting tents, piippet.«howft, stands of i^ioioas iuAdSi 
b^riMDtal and ycrdcal swingi&g iniM^inei,.»iBdeed^ 
all tb« Bceneiy which diairactfHrises a fair in Eitgiaodk 
On the plain be^mre the menasteiy are grec^v' st^ 
oeokHdiops^ figh-4h^^ tav^fns bimI kabaks^ iOb* tia^ 
fentS) in which the gi^oes sing, danoe, iui, A great 
viffiety of fruit and vegetaltois hereto be fo«md ; 9^ 
1 muBber Of dreukr degant tente are elevated, amond 
the iirterior of which are ^^aoednumeroiis great dopye^ 
pots or tiibs^ filled With wiki* The persons empkiyeil 
te sell this neotar (d the day, can scttroelytuaswer die 
dMaands of the crowds who, aeoofding to the itaantitf 
theypordMiie, reoel?e it in a larger ornnidler vMf 
glased^ (^alhyw, earthen vessel, for which a d^posleii 
given tiU retomed. Spots of grottlid by the ntf^ 
wall of t^ fionastery^ are ooirered witk waHasxndoiis 
in great im»fosion. 

^ What attracts our greatest attention^ are crawls 
ef peasantry erery whtt;e squatted upon the fieMt 
«en, wemen, and children, married «id nntearried, 
jforaning dif^ent parties, and enjoyiilg th^r ^aridos 
Mliwdiinettts^ while some o&^rs obtain aplaoe n^fei&l 
dtt dikddng-tents, or the tea^ten^. All bellow A»A 
ttiehr rude, untutored music, in merry ohoms, espe« 
eially after the voiki has tthilarated their spirits, arid 
tiie air resounds with the noise of rerebEy* ih eMlng 
and ^ikiking, dancing and singing, ogling and eeoHH 
ing, enjoyment takes a hundred forms* Theft vmm 
fofljrrds and abuse t dr^nkeniMSS, and taUhBg, mS. 
tumbling, usually conclude the day* Such a ffete i* a 
perlieot Russian scene, where much of the low^ na^ 
tionid manners and customs of the people may be 
studied^ The pelict are etatieiied einnry wfaew 1 
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ijk» moaiuitery, to pfeseanrf ovdery and to regulate tbio 
{iroeeinoii of the ionumerable oaarHaget of the nobilitf, 
«ad efpedaUy oi the men^Mmts, who artiTe at tibo 
monastery in the afternoon, perform their devotioM, 
and then tee the £ur. A» soon aa the twiV|^t ap^i 
|»roacbes> the police interdict the* sale of veihi / bii| 
when the weather is fine^ great exertions are requisite 
to disperse the crowd, so that it is eleven or twehre 
•*dock at night before the eortain drops.'* 

iPhe national oBstoiBs and Bianners of the lower peoi* 

pie of MosoOwmaybe propeily studied at this fftle ; bat 

the splendoar,pompy and magnifioeooe which this city 

exhibits od other occasions at the religloiit festirals, 

may not inaptly be oootvasted wi^ it. Of the threa 

grand ceremonies at ^iont and' Easter, the tUrd and 

mostmagnificent is celebrated two boon alter midnigltf 

on tiiemomingof Easter Snii^ay* It is called thecal 

monyoftheBesvrreetien. TM night before, all the 

maikets and sbops of Moseow are ^Iedw^4esh, 

butter, eggs, poultry, pigs, and e^ery kind of food* 

Erery foot-passenger has his hands and even hia 

jona filled with ptovisionf , and the droskles-aae reai^ 

to break down beneath their weight. Br. Clai^ flays, 

that the ceremony of the Resurrection at Moseaw 

eneeds every thing of the kind at Rome, not e?eii 

«xoepti]% the papal benedietii^k duriag tbo h<^ week* 

He thus describes th^ extraordinary soeoe. *^ Aa 

inidnigfat, the great bell of the cathedral tolled^ fta 

Tihrations seemed to be tbe roUini^ oHistant Sunder 9 

and they were instaiicly aooQfnpaBied by the noise of 

all the bdls oBf Meacow. Etery ii^iabitaut was stir. 

ring, and the rattling of carriages in the streets waa 

fieater than at no^-day. The whcde eity was In 

» Uau; lights were seen in aU the windews, and 

^lUBseable tofchee in tbe streats. The tower of the 
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cathedral was illuminated from its foundation to M 
cross. The same ceremony takes place in all the 
churches; and what is truly surprising, considering' 
their number, they are all equally crowded. W^ 
hastened to the cathedral : it was filled with a prodi- 
gious assemUy, consisting ci all raidcs of both seze^' 
bearing lighted wax tapers, to be afterwards heap«V 
in rows upon the different shrines. Tie waSs, tiMf 
ceiling, and every part of the building, are cor e retf 
with the pictures of saints and martyrs. At the mo- 
ment of our arrival the doors were shut, and on the 
outside appeared Plato, the ardibishop, preceded by 
banners and torches, and followed by all his train of 
priests, with crucifixes and censers, who were making, 
three times In procession, the tour of the cathedrd, 
chanting with loud voices, and glittering in sumptuous 
vestments, bespangled with gold, silver, and preciouii 
stones. The snow had ^ot touted so eqnaHy wl^kin 
the Kremlin as i6 the streets of the city ; this mag- 
nifloent procession was therefbre constrained to move 
upon planks over the deep mud- which surrounded ^itt 
cathedraL After completing the third drctdt, they 
alt halted opposite the great doors, which were still 
dosed ; the ^irchbishop with a censer then (Mattered 
incense against the doOrs and over the ^ests. 8«td- ' 
denly these doors were opened, and the effect wa* 
magnificent beyond description. The immense throng 
of spectators within, bearing innumerable tapers, 
formed two KneS, through whidi the andibiriiop e»^ 
tered, advandx^ with his train to a throne near tlM 
centre. The profusion (^ lights in all pai^ ef the caitke>* 
dral, and, among others, those of the numerous chan* 
deliers in the centre, the richness of the dresses, vtA 
the vastness of the assmnbly, filled us with astonish* 
menL Having jdined the suite of the ibrahUabop) w« 
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aoeompanied the procession^ and passed even to the 
throne ; here the police-officers permitted us to stand 
among the priests, near an e^nbroidered stool of satin 
placed for the archbishop. The loud chorus which 
hurst forth at the entrance tO the church, continued 
as the procession moved towards the throne, and after 
liae archbishop had taken his seat ; when my attention 
i^as for a moment called off, by seeing one of the 
Russians earnestly crossing himself with his right 
hand, while his left was employed in picking my 
bompanion*s pocket of his handkerchief. Soon after, 
the archbishop descended, and went all round the 
cathedral; first offering incense to the priests, and 
then to the people as he passed along. When he had 
iietumed to his seat, the priests, two by two, per- 
formed the same ceremony, beginning with the arch, 
bishop, who rose and made obeisance, with a lighted 
tipper in his hand. From the moment the church 
doors were opened, the spectators had continued bow. 
ing their heads and crossing themselves, insomuch 
that some of the people seemed really exhausted by 
the eoilStant motion of the head and hands. 

^^ We had now leisive to e3camine the dresses and 
figures of the priests, which were certainly the most 
spiking we had ever seen. Their long, dark hair, 
without powder, fell down in ringlets, or straight and 
thick, far over their rich robes and shoulders ; their 
dark, thick beards also entirely icovered their breasts. 
Upon ihe heads of the archbi^ops and bishops were 
h^h caps, covered with gems, and adorned with mi. 
niafeure paintings, set in jewels, of the crucifixion, the 
virgin, and the saints. Their robes, of various-co- 
loured satin, were of the most costly embroidery, and 
ev^ upon these were miniature pictures set with 
pffldous stones. Such, according to the consecrated 
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QBCprd of aadoU dayi, was tli0 appwimmw^ of tke h^ 
prietts of old : holy men, standing by ihfi t^hf^nmAb 
of the oomgrfgation, i» fine raiaoent, the workaMtt- 
ship of ^ Qezaleel, the ton of Uri, the «mi of Hnr, tf 
the tribe of Judah.* It is said, there 19 a o(»veiit ki 
Mofloow, where women are entirely employed in 
worl^ng dfewes for the priens. Alter two honra hmk 
been spent in vmioiis oerenumiea^ ibft^ wchhiahep 
advanoed, holding forth a omms, whi^ all th* peoplft 
cawwded to embraoe, squeeving each eihw neadiy ta 
suffocation. As soon, however, as theur wigeniflas had 
been somewhat satisfied, he returned to th« saeriaif^ 
under a pret^iqe of sedung for the. bod^ ^-Caudsti 
where, putting on a plain puj{de robe, he agaui ad-> 
vam^ eMaiming three times in » very kud Tsioa, 
^ Chaist is risen V 

'^ The most remarkable pf^rt of the o«r«Bony nav 
followed. The archbishop^ descending into the body 
of the ehureh, oonduded the whole eerenumy by 
crawling round the pavement on his hands and knees, 
kiflysing the oonsepr^ited pistures, whether en the 
pillars, the walk, Uie altars, ot. i^ tombft ; thepriesIlL 
and all the people imitating his &K9mjfi»f Sepolfhres 
were opened, and the mummied bodies of inoomiptible 
saints esdiibited ; all of these nnderwent th* flane 
general kissing." ♦ . . 



» Haying ttw»inUQ»»«»d to gwr fwdgwFlste. »e swhbW^rf 
Moscow, InaU the q;>IeDdQar and pcHiip of bit uMJ^dotal dnBtfisod 
hb highest episcopal functions, it will be anmslng to turn to the «m^ 
trasted appearance which he exhibited when Dr. Clarke vlalted hid 
at a convent aeac Moscow. " UpoQOttranivalattheooi|y«it»«ft 
wexe told he was then walking in ^ smalj garden, the quoe of whkb 
cqnstituted his principal pleasure, and the employment diamc- 
terises the simplicity and innocence of his life. As we entered the 
gaiden, we found him seated upon a turf bank beneath tiie win. 
dowa of the leftetory, atteoM iQF a bi>bQp» fn oU IQ9II, tii^ floMTb 
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bk one qBAFter o£ ibiB ifteflii, oa aa doniled spo^ 
gyamanding a fine. vi«w of Mosoov, there is a hsrg^ 
-mooAma, kguie, beloaDging to the Oiloff family^ whidi 
pvet a very ewrect idea of the style of living of the 
Boasiaa iiod[>ility about half a oeutnry ago. A very 
eKteosive tract of gnmnd is eoveved with a xuuaber cmT 
separate^ buildings ; the fronts with Um intervals be* 
tween tiiem, measaring nearly 1000 feet* The upper 
imrt is wood, neatly painted of a gsc&a coiour 9 the 
hasement steiies ef the two principal eitifitees ave of 
itooooed brick. But, thooi^ thus plain va theiy 
coitemal appearaaee and materials, their intemal ar^r 
rangement and fitting up display megmfteence, ^te^ 

thasbb^of th8iBoq9St«i;>«iid KMBsotlicr flf thesaDQl^ Ws 
foukl'flairoely beUeve our #yes wben they told us it wi^ Plato; for 
although we had often seen hhu M his archiepiiHX>pal vestments, his 
rural dress had made such an alteration that we did not know him. 
Htewas habiM in a striped silk bed-goirot with m nightcap upon 
iisJiMid. like the tilk vets qomiymly wofahy It{4iso postilions f 
haring also a pair of wooUea stockings upon his legs, the feet 
of whidi were of coarse linen, fastened on vdth twine in a most 
uncouth manner; he was without shoesb bat a pair of yellow plip^ 
pflnta^ratsmaadistiiMa. By hit ddek upas 4ie b«ik> VM plseffl 
Ms brwd-bKimn)ed, straw ti^, oHEbripg a conect n^ode) of the 
Athenian jHleu», and such as the patriarchs of the Greek Church 
have always worn : the diepherdesses of Hhe Alps now wear the 
SHM kiBd of hat. to the hat-band he had i^aoed a bunch of 
^[Ith^red floirm. Hk white befutd, added to the mild|ieB9 of bis 
^«imat«Ki ^.^Ti^ tf^w^ j gave to his futures a most pleasing exprea* 
sioQ* He desired to know who we were ? and bebig answered, Eng- 
Bshinitti;-<What,'saidhe, 'allEngtfilnaflBl I wonder what your 
eoiutryiBMi can iod su£k4mtly iatereiliiig la Russia* to hdpg yoH 
iefiff from hom<^ and in such times aa these?' But ^ving made 
these <diBeryations in the French language, he looked cautiously 
wand him, and began to ask the monks, severally, wtether they 
wdefitood French? Findfaig them perfect tgnorant of ^hatlanT 
jpjur ]|o ba^ w to sit by h^, while, the rest forming a ckde 
aear him, he eutertained us with a conversation, in which there 
was enough of science, of wit, and of fteedom, to astonish any 
trsvdter hi such acountry, and at sack a peciod.^ 
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and great attentloa to oonrmieace. When Mr Cvm 
visited MoiBOOw, the true 4ityie of oid Roflsiaii hmfi^ 
lalitf was kept up by Count Orh^ ; he kept an optat 
table, at which always appeared a great variety •! 
Oivek wines. Mr. Coxe mentions one dirii, aervei 
on his plentiful board, as ^tzemely delicums, waM 
wdy inferior to Ae best English veniflon,^-a quarter of 
an Astrachan sheep, rwnarkable fw the quantity and 
flavour of the fat. The ftwuly of Orloff have loog 
been odebrated for the vahie «nd excellenoe of their 
Mud ; Indeed, a great part of their revenue is derived 
from Hi it is kept at the family seat, about fifteen 
miles from Moscow. This seat commands a beantifiil 
view of a circular plain on which it is situated, wa- 
tered by the Moskva, and skirted by g«atle eminences, 
tJie sides of which are covered with wood, com, and 
pasture. Mr. CJoxe visited this stud, the greater part 
of which were .grazing in the plain. It had been col- 
lected from the most favoured and celebrated breeds in 
almost every part of the world ; Arabia, Turkey, Ta- 
tary, Perda, and England. Four horses were greatly 
prised by him, of the true Kotkkmi breed ; this breed 
is peculiar to Arabia, where it is much esteemed, and 
out of which it is seldom seen. The present Countesi 
Orkxff is not less celebrated for the number and ^au^ 
lence of her stud, the attention she pays to them, aad 
the immense income she derives from them. 

The suburbs of Moscow present little that is partis 
cularly remaricable, besides what we have already ^d«^ 
scribed. One curiosity, however, must not be omitted^ 
the market for the sale of houses. It is held in a large, 
open space, where a great number and variety of 
ready-made houses are exhibited. Hie purdiaser 
states the number of rooms he requires, examines te 
one pointed out to him of that size, paying particular 
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ait^tioD to the timbers, whidi are regularly nvaam 
IfjKted^ and if all suits and pleases him, oondudes the 
havgain. Sometimes the house is taken away and pu^ 
mf at the expense of the seller, stmietkues at that of 
lite purdiaser. Thus, in the diort space of a week, a 
iumly may be enabled to buy, remove, raise, and in. 
h»bit a suitable dwelling. It ought to be added, how- 
ever, that these ready-made houses are merely oollee« 
lions of trunks of trees, tenanted andn^ortised at ea<^ 
ea^tremity into one another. The demand for sudk 
houses is gradually diminishing in consequence oi brick 
houses taking the place of wooden ones in Moscow* 
• From the description we have giren of this city, it 
will be abundantly erident that it covers an immense 
apea. The most correct esiimaite of its drcumference 
makes it twenty-six miles and a half; but this of 
otiurse indudes many vacant spaces. Its greatest 
diamet^ is about eight miles; its least, not abow 
five; The extent, in comparistm with that of St. 
Petersburgh, is nearly twelve to one. It is reckoned 
that there are upwards of 60 principal streets, and 
upwards of 500 cross streets. Few of the streets are 
straight, but they are generally^ wide ; some of them 
enormously so. The squares, places, and markets are 
titettty*five, mostly irregular. There are upwards of 
four mifiion square feet orpavement, but in general it 
is very indifferent; many streets are unpaved, and 
some only on one side. A few of the streets are well 
lighted,* but for the jnost part they are not, the whole 
i^ttmber of lamps in this immense capital not amount* 
ing to,5000. The Mori^va, from which the dty takes 
its namet, flows thixnig^ it in a winding chann^ and 
receives two small rivulets, one in the Semlianoi^orod, 
tJto. other at the western extremity of the Kremlin ; 
hoth these in summer are nearly dry« There is only 
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am bridge of ttrae tonmM tike l{«fllsv», «id a fiov 
HO^ll onfiB of the vuaae mstcml cross ih« wa^ioMmf 
•treanw; but there are unmeoM hiudIiwb of mgle 
archa of woed and stone. The most corioKis aca vfaat 
are called Hvinff bridg^^ formed <tf planka suppttrtoi 
on whole trees bid across one another s theea^ fl«i 
lug in the riTor, yidd under and^ sj^ring hStat iS» 
carriages, &«*, being fixed te upright, pests, 9i> m 
also to rise and iaU with the river. lu ^ba c««t«e> 
there is a part, that cwi he removed for the paaeeg? 
of boats, &c these bribes are taken away in the 
luring during the floods. In all parts of Russia, 
being of simple oenatmction and rude materisla, they 
ave erected by the peasantry. 

The population of Moscow has beea. variouiLy e^« 
mated. Mr. Heber,'tn laaO, ^ates it at 250,000 
fixed inhabitants ; and this estimate he deriyedfiramdie 
master ofthepoHce. Dr. Lyall sui^KisesittehaTebecB 
312,000 in 1817: of these, 197,492 w«e nuOes, and 
114^18 females. Inthe8Bmeyei»r,thabirt^a»ountsd 
to 3,437, and the deaths to 4,4^ In 1806, when 
the total populaticm is suiqiosed te hare been a08,8£l, 
the nobility w^ie veckoned al 12^1^4 the serranti 
attached to thor houaes, at 14,44&; the slavesiiisi- 
dent for a time, at 4ft,i55; those constancy xesUsnt, 
at 12,64(0; piiests, deacoi^a, &c with their wifss, 
3,608 ; and fereigneis 3,811 ; of these last, upwards 
of 1000 were (Germans.* 

^' Inoense^cwnceof the immense eoctentfif the s&ty 
and suburbs, a great number of hadapef-ooai^uss sra 
stationed in the streeta ftor the aeoomraodation of pes, 
sengers. These vehicles are witi^t tq;ie,ha«« mostly 

* The number of British r^ident at Moscow in 181Q» aooor^iv 
to the public register, was 148, induding fifty diildr^n. Di« I^ 
wippowt tlMit tiMy msy wm asMuat to about flOi^ 
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fMv wfa6d% «ii4 ara provided eather witih a long bep?b 
or ooc, two, or thrde separate seats, like armed ehairi, 
idaoed sideways : these fares are so reasonaUe, ^lat 
wervttOts oooasionallf use th^n upon emmds to distaat 
parts of the city. The ooac^hinaiii generally driyea a 
^a^ tret, at< the rate of eight or nine miles in an, 
houn** If the wealth and grandeur of this eity were 
to he estimated solely from the i^lendoar of the eqai« 
pages and the number of the h<Mrs6s attached to them, 
the inference would he fw beyond the truth. There 
ia hardly an individual above tbe rank of a plebeian, 
who has not four horses to his carriage; and Mr. Ckne 
informs «8, that nethii^ is more ceosmon than to 
meet the equipages of the nobility, with coipplste seta, 
driving merely about the streets of Moscow $ but tho 
postilioBS are g^ieraBy ra^;ed boys, and the ooadb. 
aaan a peasant in his sheep-skin, while the traces ol 
tbe horses are made of no better materials than ropes. 
The poMce of Moscow, like that of St. Peteribu^, 
ia very effective, and its regulations are in general 
admirable. It was first organised by Peter the 6reat, 
r«£armed by Catherine IL, and l»ougfat to its present 
state by Akzander. In <»der tiiat it may act with 
the utmost piiomptness and regularity, Mbscow is 
divided into SO quarters, and these agun into 88 sob. 
diTisioBS. In the abseaoa of the emperor, tke n^ilitary 
gevetiMMr it supreme : the head police-master' is, how- 
ever, the aeting head of the Idude system. Beiges 
eooetabies, watdmsen, &&, there are o^een whose 
•ola Insiness it h to keep a regist^ of all the inhabit- 
ants im their vtqpective districts, examine and amvoge 
idl pafspoFts, settle aU petty qnarrds or disputes, aad 
keep a watchful eye on aU that passes: a faithftil 
report of all is carried to a head o&cer. The number 
of watch-houses is 360, and as tli^ve are three watah. 
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men to eadi, their number is 1,080. No person can 
enter or quit the city without being known, as every 
hotisdiolder and innkeeper is obliged to give into tiie 
police-office the names of those who lodge wi^ theitt $* 
and if a stranger or lodger stay out all night, and doer 
not return on the third day, the landlord must infotvi' 
the police of it. No person can leave Mosooir, unkess 
he previously publish his name and rank in the news-' 
popen three seireral times ; there is, besides, a great 
deal of trouUe in obtaining a passport. 

From the number of wooden houses in Moscow, it 
is muck exposed to fires : the establishmoit and regu- 
lations to protect it from this cdamlty ar^ «xod)ent. 
There are particular dep6ts for waggons, engines, &c, 
sunnounted by lofty towers, at the top of whidi 
wntehmen are stationed. As soon as they perceive a 
fire, in their quarter, a signal is made by a flag in 1^ 
d»yttme^ and by lanterns at night, which is n^eated 
at all the other quarters. Wlien grand raitertain- 
ments are given by the court or nobility, the fire- 
engines, firemen, and police are all stationed around 
the edifice. In summer, the whole regiment of fire- 
men^ with Uieir ei^fines, are exardsed in watering the 
roads. In order to render the firemen more expert, 
they are trained in a very singular but us^ul ezei^dse. 
A l(^y pole, about the height of the fourth story of a 
large house^ with a platform at its top^ is erected f to 
this ladders mre attadied, and the firemen are practised 
in descending from this platform by means of ropes or 
r^b^adders. They are even expecHed to aocastdm 
th^nselves to Jump from the phitform, a saU-doth 
suq>ended by poles, feather btids, &o., b^ng piaMd 
below to breidc their falL Mr. Coxe notices another 
i*egulation, which must be of great service in cases of 
fir?, as well aft during riots. " At the entrance of 
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eadi street there is a chevaux defrise gate, one end 
oi which turns upon a pivot, and the other rolls upon 
a whedl ; near it is a sentry .box, in whidi a man is 
oceasionally stationed. In times of riot or fire, the 
sentinel shuts the gate, and all passage is immediatdy 
stopped.** 

The state of morals in Moscow, is rq>resented by 
both Dr. Clarke and Dr. liyall as dreadfully depraved. 
^Ai Robert Ker Porter gives a more favourable aoeount 
of it. After speaking of the superiority of the ladies 
of Moscow over those of the modem capital, in point 
of personal charms, he adds: ^' Before I came into 
this country, I was led to brieve that I should find 
the morals on a par with those of France. To me it 
seems totally the reverse. I never saw married people 
more happy, (mt apparently more affectionate towards 
each other. I never, in any country, met with ydimg 
women more amiable and virtuous. Every country 
has its mauvais sujets ;-^J[>ut from what I have been 
able to judge, Moscow, for a city whose sole object is 
pleasure, possesses less of what is called fashienaUe 
vice, than may be found in countries where more 
seeming austerity is praotised.** The truth will pro* 
bably be found to lie between these two <^posite 
representations, £nonnous wealth like that <tf the 
Russian nobles, a religion of pageantry and unmean* 
ing ceremonials, together with the slavery of the lower 
orders, degrading alike to the vassal and his lordy.^ 
must have a demoralising mfiuence* 

MosoDw, thcnf^ in contradistinction from S$, Pe* 
twsbiu^h, it is called the ancient metrc^lis of Russia, 
|» not so old a city aa Novpg(»od, Kiev, Vladimir, or 
Tv;^. Its origin is involved in mme obscurity, but 
itU supposed to have been built about the middle of 
t^.twdfth century. It derives its name, (written 
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JMNm ai4 pnmoiwced Matkva by tha nadv^c,) ac<« 
oofding to some authorities, from the river whieh fio^ 
^r the Kronliii ; acoordixig to others, from mi^atkov^ i^ 
lwri4ge ^ plaoks, the ancient name of the rirer %e^ 
SwterwUna. It stands in lat. 55'' 45' 4b'' N^ ]dii|^ 
37*^ 33^ £. This city has been subject to re^e^te^ 
eahunaitous yisita^ons fnmi the sword, fire, and jpest|- 
Unoe* Withm a century after it^ foundation, H lag^ 
Ukjm 9Bd kUd waste by the T&taips* In 1366, ti^ 
plague raged he?6 dreadfully; and not lo|ig after^ 
wiffds, the t^wn was ciansumed by fire, in let^ than 
two hours : this is distiiiguished in the JR(Usaian an^ 
Bid« by the luwiie* of the great fire. In copae^uepa^ 
ef this calamity, thQ ston^ Kremlin was buiU, and 
MesoQW was first s^^vroundfd with ^tone waUs, intttead 
«f the old wooden fortifications* In 1382, in Qtfsaom 
of the approach of the Tatars, there wa^ aa 
in the city, which was followed by it^ 
capture; nearly all 1^ inhabit^ts were put tQ th^ 
iword, the city was^ given up to pbmder, and grea^ 
part of it was burnt. The number (^ thqse who 
perished is siOd to have exceeded 84,000. la, 1409> 
the TAtart again approached Moscow, oo, wbi^ the 
grand dike's brother, who was left in charge <ii tha 
town, in order to prevent the enemy fnm letting 6m 
totheKvetsHn, ordered the suburbs t9 beburped^; 9^ 
tims seme thoussad houses were deatr(qre4t Tbi^u 
K^iaUtants ran to the gates of the Kreiali% bot^ 
under the apprdienakMi of a fsmine, they were iipfuMd 
admittance t the consequences were dreadfuU IPie 
Tatars, howevee, did not succeed this time in tfdMiV 
Uosoew. Ill 1445, whxoi, in eoqpeotation of ^.ml 
irmn the same liBrocious enemy, great mimber* h/A 
fled fran the ooimtry fw j^roiection to^the K^«nli«, • 
SMet fire Iwelte cmt in the middle of die (miB, ^ 
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vliioli tfie wliole of h waa eensumed^ and tkoat 8,t0^ 
persona perished. Daring tbis centiiiy and the M« 
lowing, it suffered repeatedly from (he like calamity. 
In 1568 and 1570, the pkgne re-^peared. In Ibfh 
the T4tars of the Crimea burned the suburba, when, 
it is said, more than 100,000 men perished, either by 
the flames or by the sword of the enemy. The Tatars, 
however, were not able to take the Krraolin. Ia 
^611, the Poles set the town on fire, ^' so that thef» 
was nothing left but the castle." Yet, in 1036, Ole* 
arius describes Moscow as about three leagues in dr- 
cumfer^ice, and containing above 40,000 houses. ^' It 
is, out of all question," he sayS) ^' one of the greatest 
dties in Europe." The palaces of the gre^t lords,, 
and the houses of scmie riish merchants, were of brick 
or stone ; all the rest w^« made <^ beams and crosp^ 
pieces of fir, laid one upon another, and covered with^ 
the bark of trees, and sometimes with tuif besldea* 
This auth(^ mentions a ^^ hair market," so called <^ be-« 
cause the inhabitants go thith^ tobe trimmed, by ^hich 
means the place comes to be so covered with hair» that 
9 man treads as softly as if he were on a feather becU*' 
After the foundation of St. Peteipsburgh, Moscow 
naturally became a dty of secondary inq^KVtaooeK 
though many of the more wxtknal Russian nobility 
continued to ireside in it, refusing to desert tlbo and^t 
caj^tal, situated in the hear^ of Muscovy, ^ a mo- 
dem dty buflt on conquered and, aa it weise, fdreiga 
ground. This dislike to St* ]^eterabuigh« how^Bver, 
has been gradually wearing oi^t, and is at pi?e|en^ 
nearly obliterated. From the removal of the seat of 
government to St. Fetersburgh, up t^ Uie year 1812, ft 
few fires, some civU commotions, and repeated vipita* 
tiona of the plague, are the chief ffrcnts i^ the ans^la 
of Ikloscow. But the invasion of HuMla, by the fvm^ 
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in that year, followed by %h&r ooeupatbrn of Moeoow^ 
the burning of that city, and thdr consequent dlsas^, 
trous retreat, have connected its history with some of 
the most momentous and influential events in the 
history of modem Europe. Before we proceed to giv» 
an account of these transactions, it will be necessary ta 
traoe the route of the French army on its advance to 
Moscow, which will afford us an oppcnrtunity of de« 
scribing the line of road from the frontiers of Russia^ 
and the principal places whidi occur in that route. 

ROUTE OF THE FRENCH TO MOSCOW.. 

The cause of the invasion is well known, and may 
be t<dd in a few words. The paramount and favourite 
object G^ Bonaparte was, to exclude English manufac- 
tures from the continent. To this system the Empe- 
ror Alexander had given his consent, and had acted 
upon it ; but in Russia, it had created greater dissatis- 
faction and loss than in any other part of Europe. 
The Russian nobles derive all their income from the 
sale ef the grpss produce of their estates, — hemp, 
flax, tallow, &C. For theae articles Great Britain was 
their best customer, and the continental system of 
Bonaparte of course pressed heavily on them. This 
circumstance, together with the jealousy and dislike 
they felt at seeing their emperor and country made 
subservient to the views of Bonaparte, produced a dis- 
satisfaction which, acting on the emperor^s own fears, 
' had induced him to relax the prohibitory system. 
This annoyed Bonaparte, while at the same time it 
afforded him a plausible excuse for attempting either 
the conquest of Russia, or at least a more absolute 
conmiand over its sovereign. Negotiations were, in- 
deed, carried on ; but, while these were pending, both 
parties prepared for war. Bonaparte had collected, in 
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die montK of June 1812, 490,000 men belfween the 
Vittula and the Niemen, besides 1,372 pieces of cannon, 
thousands of provision.waggohs, innumerable herds of 
ox'en, &c. The army consisted of French, Italians, 
Pbles, Prussians, Bavarians, &c, headed by Napoleon 
in person ; and under him were Murat and all hi0 
nlost celebrated generals. The army of Alexander 
consisted of 300,000 men : Barclay de Tolly directed 
the whole. They took up a position behind the 
Niemen. On the 23d of June, the first diyision of 
the French army, consisting of 220,000 men, with the 
emperor at its head, reached this river. Soon after 
they h«d crossed it, the plan of the RiM«ans became 
apparent. Bonaparte h<^ed either to intimidate Alex« 
ander by the mere approach of his immense army, op 
at least by a decisive battle. But Alezmder was not 
intfmidated, and the Russians most carefully and sys- 
tenatieally avoided a general engagement. Oftea the 
two^ armies were so near each other, that Bonaparte 
^Knight tlie enemy meant to fight, <nr could not avoid 
it, if he were sD'tlisposed; but wfaeti hi« prepanMioiui 
were all made and his plans f<Mrmed, the enemy had 
dimppeared. This oourte fretted Bewsparte^ tern, 
per, and he was still more irritated when he found 
die villages and towns deserted, and the country 
through which he had to advance laid waste. He had, 
indMd, coBected and broc^t with him immense quan- 
tities of stores and provisions, and he had <»*deretl 
freiiK supplies to follow ; but it is evident that an army 
of 5^^000 men oouM not be supported by what it 
broe^t with it, w by what came from a distance s 
b es ides , in proportion as he advanced, his difficulties' 
in this respect would necessary increase. After the 
Psench had passed the Ni^cien, aad thus entered the 
BoBsian dominions, Bcmaparte pushed on to Wilna, 
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vliere AhmsaA^ wm. 0e hoped tha^ ^ poHeirio» 
of thb dt7 wQjuM be ^QBtested ; biit t^ie B«iM«n% tigfii^ 
to thmr system, left It undefended. 

WUna, the capilal of liihoasia, ia aitaated in, ]«(^ 
U^ 4V R, and long, 8(^<> 33' £., at the eonflitenao^ 
tbe riren VtUa and Vilika. Its pcqnilation am^yyntu 
te about 85,00(K It enjoys a considerable tr^de^^ 
eeofined, howereryclii^ to the Jews* Jtsumyerail^ 
founded by the Umperor Alexander, an old caatlo, ^ 
aonie ethnr andent buildings ar^ the only things ftr 
wtdoh it is rsmaikal^, I4thuania, <»riginatty upd^ 
ita erwn soyerstgns, then united to Poland, and now 
part of the Russian fm^ie, abounds in ^nen^ m 
whiflh a great yaciely of wild beasts^ar^ ^^l<^. V 
these, the bdnasus, etr bison, i9 the ^nost siwyilar i^ 
rave. It is a kind ef irild ov, formerly Ttpy. <xwiiwn 
in Europe, bat no whore^ati present to be found In tlia 
eld oMitioent, «KO0pt in the Lithuanian forests^ ^gm 
parts of the Carpathian nmNmtain^x and in tjtie C^$m 
daaus. Among i^ niunereus kinds of biidai «'llttla 
species of ^tmous^y with a pendant nes^, qC %wusk^ 
fill stnMture^ is net uafieiiu^nlly foiyid* Amhw jf 
oeflaaiortally dog up in the forests : sparine petrifiipt^ 
tioM, cQ>eeiaUy those oC t)^ madi^^porQ isj^wm^ 
abound. The Iathom?ians are a yery rude xas^ 
7%eir carts ara put together- without inm ; ijffiif 
bridles and traoes are generally plaited oHi^ buj^nif 
ttecs, or made ef twisted branqfaes. Th«k dref^ ia ft 
thidi Hnen shirt and drawers, a leng aoarse drngsm 
Qoat or a ahe^^akia i^oiUfi, a rvmod bla^ f elt cap» M»e^ 
with wool, and shoes of the bark of trees. Tli^hM 
ooBslst of trees piiled en eaidi other. Th«y afacriugfng 
and senrile, dis^ying ^doubted preoJ^ oif thf tyn|]{iUf 
and ipumnee to which they ar« w^tyep^od. Bom^ 
parte espaotad tiut the Jjithuaniana would^i^p^y j^ 
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IdH, io Offdlir that Hktj migkt £rw dMBMblfiM from 
^ftf0 Rittnion yoke : heotoiHited oti folit miifiotui ^ Inlt 
-only a flsw tfaouiands stored his army. This aroif 
ill pvt fivm the bahaHoor of the Freach soldiery t SOU 
trilhstanding ^e orders of tka emperor, the suburbs 
tf'Wfliiaiv«re pillaged, and the lithuaiuaiis were thus 
intiBlidated, or xeuderod aTerso to the French* Oi^ 
«irtaty days' prorisioiis had beea Supplied to the army 
iHiea h 4ert Ptvssiax before these were exhansted^ 
Bmoi^ano expected to hare oofa^aered or e^joled 
JUeaeauder* His oonvoys not having eomeup^aazioai 
to push forward, he was ohMged to enter into nego> 
^itttimt with the Jews ; but efea^the provisions they 
«ap{died, did not atriTe at Wihia tiU after the de- 
partitfe #f the army^ 

Already the French had^bcgim to mtSer dreadfuUyv 
mod to be gniky of the meet wanton and sari^ da- 
Tafttatieaaadornelty. The Duke of Trerlso infaraisd 
Bompane, ^^ that he had seen, from the Niemea to the 
Vflia, ttotlrfngbut devastated heases, and baggage and 
^rovisioD.waggoBs akaadoned ; they were f^iund diK 
yefsed In the highways and in the fi^ds, orertmned, 
liroken open, and tkeir conlients scattered here and 
Oarey and piHaged as if diey had been takoi by the 
«iMitiy: he rtkonld have imagined. hknaelf foUawing 
a defeated army* Ten thousand hones had been 
Idlled by the cold raint of the great storm, and bgr 
Ae green eom, wlueh had become tttne&t usual food. 
Their Mureaies were enenndiering the road; they sent 
imtfSk a mephitio matSk Im p oss iM e to breathe^ It was 
a new scourge, which seme eeaa^sred to -fkaiine, but 
araeh move terrible: several soldiers of the ycamg 
guard had abaady perished ef hunger.*' This plain 
bufcbaldiwpWBSemBtfon angered B sB n y sr tef hadanbted 
Hw UtOk of it; and another gsnarai giting a kss 
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unfiivaiinble acooant, was believed* TbiseonfiTaMA 
the trillion which began to be ttiierteined) tluit Boaa»- 
^aite grew aagry at the aeooattt of OYik wbieh he eo»' 
«idered as irremediable, his policy im^osiag on hiair tfab 
necessity of a prompt and dednve vict«ry, - *^ 

This, however, the Russians were resolv«A heflftenili 
have no oiq[»ortamty to acquire: tiwy taxn^omAfWi^ 
treated, leaving behind them, deserted viUngeri, hnikem 
up roads, and a country Gripped b«r« eiq^uJly cf its 
peasantry and of aH kinds of pioviMMUU OecaiBonally 
they amused Bonaparte with a flag of tmod, whiiik, 
however, brou^t no overtures*^ ' 

Eighty leagnes hey^md Wibia, th&IMila and d« 
Borysthenes separate lithuania from Qklltiissia* The 
narrow space betwewi these rivers, be£afe. they take 
«^aiate directions, the one to the souths and tkaoSbsr 
to the noffth-weet, censtituttes, as it weoe^ the gmtifti 
Muscovy. It is the focus ol the roads whkOL lead toAe 
two capitals. Here Napoleon made imother attenqprtiv 
cut <^ the retreat of one divisiim 6£ titie Bunisai 
army* For ihls purpose Davonst was deq»stdft6dy- and 
he sooceeded in anriving at such tf poskion; iadso 
near this divinon of the Bussians, that whan Ai i^ 
tdligenoe was cenumaiioated to the Frencli empero^ 
he cMslaimed, ^^ They are mine.'' Indeed^ only tiirie 
marches were necessary in <«der to enclaae 40^009 
Busrians witiiin an inqiassahle ling. But they had 
abandoned their plan: cheyindeedofferad a diaw tf 
resistance, bnt -only to that eBteat wbiihrnm^i^mtM^ 
sary to ke^ up the hopes of the French, and^ta 4M/k 
them further on to th^ destruction. 

Bonaparte remained at Wilna twenty days, ipf*. 
rmtly undecided in what manner to act, tdlng others, 
and perhi^ believing himsdf, that Alezandsr had 
aband<med Lithuania because he was toa £MbIa ta pta« 
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4e6t it. On the 16th of July, lie departed from Wilim, 
han^ informed that the whole of his army was cen- 
teved at one point, according to his orders, and that a 
Ittttk claimed his presence : but again h^ was disap- 
pointed* He endeavoured to anticipate the Russians 
ilk the possession of Vitepsk, but not having been 
«Ue to acoempU^ this, he detern^ned to fyroe them 
iram that position. The Russi^s, on their part, seemed 
equally reserved to defiraid the kmg defiles near this town. 
A partial bat obstinate engagement took place between 
the tro(^ commanded by Miirat and the Viceroy of 
Italy, and the Russians under Biirclay. Thelatte*' 
retreated just as-Bcmaparte himself came up. He had 
formed his plan of battle, ibid so confident was he 
tiiat it would take i^ace and ensure him the victory, 
tluHt.hifl words to Murat^were, " To-morrow, at lv« 
o*dook, the son ef Ansteriitz." On the monrow^how- 
elner, J«ly 28^, the Russians had diiiappeai:^, and the 
:Vawh. entered Vitepsk. rfhis place,' the capital of a 
Ipdreiimnent of the same name, is 68»vtersts from St. 
^PetersblliI^, and 669 from Mdw^w* It is mentioned 
.hf the Greek writersin the tenth 6eittiiry,^»v%Een it seems 
$ohave been ire^piettted by the Russiaiis mi their ^assi^ 
down the Borysthenes to Oreeo^ and Oonstantcnoipte. 
;rhe Dwina ^vides it into two parts : the-iUhidiitaBis 
amottnt to 800,000* The little -oomMerce it poftMsses 
Is in the hands of tiie Jewi. The gevemme&t of 
^Vitespk is in general fertile, producing hemp and 
ivtm great abunda&oe. The raising of these and of 
vl^m, the feeding of cattle, and the makh^ of potash 
from their immense forests, employ the inhabitants, 
who amount to about 672,000. 

This i^ace was deserted, exeept by efew Jews and 
•Jesuits* They were interrogated respeettng the 
notref theRosaans, but they were ekher ifi^onuit 
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or wottM not MiL A coutiGSl of waf h^tug hM^ i^ 
wBo&mity «f kahhig where tli«f^ were, on the bdt>dert 
of Old Rmfia, waB insisted on by Boaaparte*lB ge&erdl 
Wkither, they ariced, must we vai«tie the eoeteyla 
order to ooikipel thetti to fi^P AtViteiisk, the^^ati 
•sled 88 8it Wilna? shewn theiaselves, alloweil ifadiF 
rsftl* guard to he a|iproiKhed, and then fied. It i^ 
ibr t h e t - elated^ tint a hah %a8 neeemary Mtit^ttilllir' 
Lftlhtiania, and to estahMth magasibes. BoaiapiKrt^ 
•I fiiBt s e eme d to yield to tiiese reamns f» rematolif 
w h ere h e wa s » estaMtshateats of all ktttds we r e Ib i uwO, 
aiideten embeiyshnienl and amusonent Weie atteiMted 
tOk Btttif BonapaitowisatVEDyoneifleuieiiftsliioereM 
his intonUen to spend the winter hei«, that intentiob 
was soon ahaoidened. Bit detenninftdto «At«lA0^ ; aftd 
aiteady Ibl of tiie idan whith was to seottA hfaiiDoii. 
4Mit, ^^he haiHtenM t6 his naps; they prtMHtodto 
hb wkfst tiie eities of Mosoow and Saieleiiik^^.ute 
gveot Moscow, the hdydty namf^ <rhicii ^ i^^p^Mrf 
with laiSiAiutloii^ a^ wWoh eeeAed tottdduifi^ ftnt to 
his aaOnlAoiis flame.*" aeomiilrtasi»ltodhlhdai%»^«fl^ 
h«id«i8 to his gemrdkif httttheyMMiised^ett^'M^ 
anpoba«ioii, eitfier hylhiif odttamMwiiKi erhyihifr 
kngnage. fie^iM^lMPweMter^diUMvi^lei teo^idM tliB 
hifaamaUon <hat be reeeive* of pewe het#wn *IUftsti 
anil Turkey, wWdi ect moi^9t lOtsa^^ Mtof^ftwrnf 
actagaiBSlhfai^allerhlsiraBsltttieii. Ott thi»' l#^)dl 
Aagns^ he^gave Mg onksr «! nMMks in r#ar dBy i^ 
his snarywere tohensei^Iedenthelirft ha^o^^v 
B eryslhteiito^ In the diteetisrt ef laadf. OatheMh^ 
hehinisstf MtYitopAi, timt having teonMBdsWi 
afortn%ht. 'rH 

fiitherto thr Rnssians had oasst oactAitty aoMyi^ 
iemactioBlly epoided & genend battle. Ko oppeetusBl^ 
^vas hMtosd iast ef faasassiiqr the Frettoh^ andtna^r 
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skinnish^ hapd taken place. In tbeee the Frendi were 
genei:ally successful; but the loss which; necessarily 
attended their success, did Uiem more essential injury 
than , ti^ese trifling victories could compensate. Th^ 
ftupsians, however, had not witnessed without mur- 
murs of discontent and indignation, the advaiujes of the 
Frendi; an4 Barclay, the commander-in-chief, was 
«e[!fere)y blamed for not. defending the sacred soil of Old 
Russia. The drcumstance of his being a foreigner 
added to hisipipopularity ; and It was soon evident, that 
his cautious and wise plan would be wholly or partially 
abandoned, unless Alexander, continued to, g^ve lum 
unlimited, o^nfideniie, and unless Barclay himself OQuld 
carry it through in spite of the want of cordiality of his 
offioersyaadthe ardoiur of the army for a battle. While 
l^ngs were in this state, he was informed that part of 
his army had been attached and required his.assistanoe, 
otherwise Svudensko would fall.into the handft of the 
Fxenob. Marshal Ney had ei^tected to capture this 
city by a ooup^e-main ; but he was obliged to faU back 
fu, a woody height, bwdering on the river. Berys^ 
tfaenes. ^^ Ttctm, thence he. was. surveying the city and 
ij» .enwims, when he imagined that he could di^oovar 
4roop8 in motion on the side of the river. - He ran 
to £etdi the emperor, and conducted him through 
eopittees and dinglet, to avoid the fire of the ; placew 
Kafotoon, on reaching the height, beheld a doud 
0i dost enrdoping hijig hhtk oolumni, glistening with 
•ttmuUitcide . of. arms ; these masses appread&ed so 
nifidly, that they seemed to. run. It was Barclay, 
fiagration, nearly -120,000 men; in short, the wh<de 
Russian army. Transported with joy at this sight, 
>NafrtlKin chq^ed his hands, exclaiming, ' At last I 
hme himr There could be no doubt of it; thi» 
^wt^rising army was hastening up to throw itself into 

PART II. I* 
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Smolensko, to p&ss tliibagli it, to dep^ tioa^ M 
^aUs, and at length to offer thkt Wi^ -Wlndi HrA 
k) ardently desired : the momeirt that was to IhfiieSdii 
the fate of Russia, ^ras at length lonved.** Bat*^ 
Riistnah commander-in-^diM was still ahle to ibdlMBf^^ 
his plan, notwithstanding thiat BagrtMdtiy the seooiiatf 
command, a native Ru^an, ashamed and iA^gHU^ 
at the pollution of the soil of his ooontry hf ■iHB 
French, wiEis disposed to oo-o^eante Wi^ Bonapifarte% 
bringing on a general battle. Bavd&y, aware of hSi 
disposition, sent him away, irkh diiectionji to ^ikiakA 
the town of Elnia, <m which he supposed tlie "BtmA 
were marching in order to get between iMe mmtatam 
and Mosodw. 

On the 17th Of Augvtst, Napdli^on awdke -eoHy la 
^e morning, ezpeetii% toisee the Russian iansotf drawA 
up before him ; but the field was empty. He stlil^pier* 
sisted in his hope df a 'battle, tfll he learned tint ^ 
road f^om Smoleiidk:o toMbscow, on the oj^posiie feaift 
of the Borysthenes, wm oo^eied 1H1J1 anfUety ani 
troops <m their match. 'The^ "was nor h»ger any 
doubt that they^ere in fiill tetreat. All thatinw 
tenaained was, to gain ^kKsessiim «f SmdJendco withditt 
loss of time. A general assault vaa ordared ; ^^etery 
manoeuvre except one,Vhich^mght to have ibecM'^M- 
sive, succeeded; but night oaioe on, the iown^mirMt 
barried, and shells were ordend to be thrown itm^ 
to dislodge the enemy. Presently, thick vokanik'^ 
'tmdke arose ; tbe fiie increased, and it was eoOnoL' aattfw 
taihedihatSmdendcoivas consumed. Baivlay httHMi- 
cuated it. The French army entered the wi^a, ^Htfid 
traversed the recking and blood.4ta&ed roinSSrlft'llS 
accustomed order, -pomp, and martial nnudc, 1 
ing over the deserted wrec^ and-havin|^ no 
"vitiiess of its ^ory than itself v-a show witiroiit 1900- 
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^tcqrs, ao almosVfrtfiUois v:i<djq«y,--a mcJa Ti ch ol y jfloiy^ 
gf which the smoke that muroiuided them, ami seemed ta 
bn their only com|aest^ waSshut topfaithfiil an emblem." 

Bonapacte^ saw here, as at the Niem^», at Wihia,, 
9^4 at Yitqp^, that the phantom of victory which, 
a^iU)Bd him forward, and which he always imagined 
^um«elf to bQ on the point of seizing, had once more 
^aded hia grasp. Nevertheless, he wrote to Paris, 
that the conqjoest of ^molensko made him master of 
the Busaiaii salt^wo^ks, and that his minister of 
finance might red^n upon twenty-four additional 
i^miions of firancfl.^ 

Smolensko, the ruins of which Bonaparte had thua 
gained possession of, is thus described by Mr. Coxe. 
«( Though by na means the moat ma^pu£cent, it is by 
far tl^e most singular town I have ever seem It ia 
aitu^t(Bd upon the river Pniep^r, ^d occupies two 
hills a^d the valley which lies between i^em. It is 
fuxrounded by walls thirty £e^t hi^^k and fifteen feet 
thick, with the lower part of stone uid the upper 

Srt of bf ick. These wjjla, which follow the shape of 
e hills, an4 enclose a circumference of seven versts 
(^ur miles and three quarters), have, at every angle, 
round or square towers of two or three stories, much. 
hroa^e): at top than, at bottom, and covered with cir. 
^ular rood of wood. Th^ intervals are studded with 
nnaller turrets. Oa the outsid^e of the wall is a broad, 
deepdijtch, regularly covered with traverses, glacis, &c. 
ap4^ where the ground is highest, there are redoubts 
qit ^arth, according to the modem style of fojrtification. 
^^ the middle of the. town is an eminence, upon which 
j^Umds the cathedral, from whence I had a most pic- 
twrasqiie view of the town, interspersed, within the 
cUiouit of the wallS| with gardens, groves, copses, fields- 
o^ pai^ure, and com. The buildings are mostly 
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.WDoden, of one story, (many of them no better tban 
ofyttages,) exoeptiiig here and there m gentlemaa*k 
hoosei, whidi is called a palaos, and seireral chnrdes, 
eonstmcted of brick and stooooed. One hmg^ broad 
street, which is paved, intersects the wbole length of 
the town in a strait line : the other streets generally 
wind in circular directions, and are flowed wifli 
planks. The walls, stretching over the uneven sides 
of the hills, till they readi the banks of the Dnieper ; 
their ancient style of architecture ; their grotesque 
towers ; the spires of (lurches shooting above the 
trees, which are so numerous as almost to conceal 
the buildings from view ; the ^ypearanoe of meadows, 
and arable ground ; — all these objects blended togetho', 
eschibit a scene of the most singular and contrasted 
kind. On the further side of the Dnieper are many 
$traggHng wooden houses, that form the suburbs, and 
are joined to the town by a wooden bridge. As far 
as I could collect from vague information, Snudensko 
contains 4,000 inhabitants: it has no manufactures, 
but carries on some commerce with the Ukraine, 
Dantzic, and Riga. The principal artides of its trade 
are flax, hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs* bristles, 
masts, planks, and Siberian furs.** 

The Dnieper or Borysthenes, on which fliis town 
stands, rises near the source of the Volga, about 100 
miles from Smolensko ; after passing by it and Mohi. 
lof, it divides the Ukraine from Poland, flows by 
Kiev, and falls into the Black Sea : it begins to be 
navigable a little above Smolensko. The distance of 
this town from St. Petersburgh is 716 versts ; fitmi 
Moscow 384. . The government of the same name, of 
which it is the capital, is in g^eral flat and fertile : 
salt, flax, hemp, rich pastures, and com*fields are the 
sources of its wealth and commerce. Wax, honey, 
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l)j4t!fy tunbfir, and a i!^ manyfactures, are also (#iukd 
J4^ it. Mijifief, of voa and copper abound : the latter 
%r^ wraught to grea^ advauti^^ The see of the 
Dj^hhisljvtyp of l^molensko is one of the most ancient 
y^ tH)^ :^ui9»ian eofipire. 

Mr. James^ visited this dt^ in 1814, and he thus 
jl^^ibes its ^ppe^^nce at that time : '^ We nov 
lu'ossed the Dni^ter on one of the rafta^ of the country,, 
a];Ld had traFeUed a few yersta in the vallej thr/w^gti 
.|i^hich it winda its CfOfurse, when, on a sudden turn of 
the road, the hills opened, and disclosed at % ^ct 
distance a view of Smolecu^ : It ^as no longer ^ the 
volqaiio of i^r^,* but, a ^ufet and peaoeful scene. The 
height on which th^ ty^^ ^tood, shewed th^ domes of 
the yenerable cathedral rising ^lajestically over their 
summit, while their sides, from the toy^ to the very 
)[)^^ w^e cpvered with trees^ ^d gardens in rich 
^usn^r^ce ; the fetw Ruined l^ou^es tl^ were discover- 
able ^t this dl^tauff^ together with the ^iprets and 
uicient walls that, encircle)^ i^ff^ Ifnt a picturesque 
effect U^ ^e scei^ rather than excited any feeling 
\^ ^orror. Advancing a little further, wfi entered tbf 
^burbf on ^he rigl^t banks of the river, the same 
which had suffered from the conflagration that took 
ph^)e §^ the c^ffofi of the battle of Smolensko* These 
y^ had now been entirely rebuilt ; and, among other 
signs of renovation, the old wooden bridge over the 
ji^fg^, which had been de^^troyed by the retreating 
j^y of the Bv^ans, was supplied by one of ^ light mi. 
fi^iy construction, the work of the French engineers. 

" On the n^ paoming, we yose early to malfe a 
fecund tour round the town. The cathedral, notwith- 
standing all the reports in circulation, we found, was 
uninjured^ and afforded a fine specimen of the style pf 
ecclesiastical magnificenpe in this cou^try. But this 
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biuldiiig stood almost single amidst heaps of miaf : 
the scene at hand presented a detail far diff^renit In 
its aspect ficom the gay prospect which before .had 
flattered the eye. The chief street of the towv^ t^e 
gneat square, even to the very house which was poiaffd 
out as having been the lod^ng of B(maparte, h^Aall 
suffered the same destruction. The walls, too^ of t^ 
town were breached in several parts ; and the towfis 
on whidi batteries of howitzers had been {Wanted 
during the action of the 18th of August, were in a 
very shattered state.** 

The inhabitants of Smoleosko were by no means 
prepared for the calamity which befell them: they 
had been repeatedly assured that all was w^; and 
even when the Emperor Alexander and Barclay passed 
through their town, these assurances was repeated. 
In a Tery few days afterwards, the enemy was at 
their gates ; and, at a moment's warning, they were 
ordered to leave their homes, for Smolensko was to 
be destroyed. The will of the emperor, the abhor, 
rence which a Rusnan feels at the invasion of his coon, 
try, their haUts of imi^icH, unreflecting, and devoted 
obedience to their sovereign, <^erated eflfectuidly on 
many ; but some reused or lingered : most of thrae 
were actually torn away from their houses ; and the 
few tliat did remain, were afterwards severely called 
to account. 

Soon after the capture of this {dace, Bevaapwrtewa 
again told of the dreadful state ai the country he had 
passed, and of the utter change that had takdn pjbce 
in the oonstitulion and habits of his army, by General 
Rapp, who had joined it. In his journey, he had seen 
all who were marching to the army, and all who had 
separated from it ; all who were not excited either by 
the presence of the chiefs, or by exam^e, «r by the 
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WHT. In Germany, the recndtsw«Fe ardent and jorial$ 
bot, b^ond the Oder, in Poland, they began t» be <lfs- 
•^ttiayed and akrmed ; fatigne and lassitude were 4e. 
-'^cted in their countenances. As he advanced to a 
'^gt^eater ^stance into Russia, afi these symptoma-hv- 
' eane greatly aggravated. Wine and qiirits had foiled ; 
•«V6n water was scarce ; the food was inadequate and 
wiwhid^some: owing to which and the ii^sctionof 
the atmosphere, caused by the unboiied carcases of 
men and hones, dysentery and the typhua fever broke 
out. Already, from these causes, and from unprofitable 
and indecisive engagements, the Fremiii had lost one- 
fourth, and the allies one-half of the army. A n^ht's 
rest in some d^free recruited the troops, and they started 
in order the next morning; but scarcely had they gone 
tt few steps, when the weakest dropped behind, and 
many, able to follow, pretending weakness, followed 
their example. General Rapp represented all these 
circumstances. Bonaparte relied, ^^I am geiog^ to 
strike a great blow, and all the straggl«» wiU jra%/' 
. To Sebastian he said: ^^ The state of the anny^ I 
know, is dreadful ; fhm Wilna, half of it oonsisted of 
stragglers ; now they form two-thitds of it ; there is, 
therefore, nO time to be lost : we must ^ctert peaoe : 
it is at Moscow. Besides, this army oan^iot now^top : 
with its compositimi, and in ite diiOVganisatMn, mo- 
tion alone keeps it together. One may advtoceat 
the head ef it, hut not stop or ga baek. It isvn army 
of attack, but not of defence; aAanny of operation, 
•■«t of position/* 

' -Th^ Russians were acquainted' with dw state of 
' "^leir enemy, who had been reduced to thitstate by their 
eyetem of not fighting ; and it was, therefore, their 
obvious policy to adhere to this system, and, when 
they were oorapdled to fight, not to aUow the battle 
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t* b« ginmil or deeSsiYe. Barcby, hmrevw^ 
fdwid kimiilf compelML tq 09gage on a lia»gar ^m^ 
tbaa he wiihed : the Fsench hud oroiwd th^ B^i^b* 
$h«pe» a^ ifipenl points. The JKwmhul anuy wpicdiiM 
ooreMdoii thenxidteMoioow; Neypimsedoaailfv- 
ili but it WM fot neMBsa]*7 tp ourry a B^roMff peatJOa 
«A a hill, which part <tf the RuMiaii aoay IwA qOB^ 
]«ed te^ oMfer ^leir relreatr The foot of thla hillle- 
MOM^l^aoQiie of a» ofc0tiaat» struggle; 3 aj< H> ftiTuwi 
«tre i uce w w yely eugaged in k on both aidft, Tht 
9Mull u«m ^1 th# Fimfki at thet cioi«^ q£ tbt 
dajs hid a«^M4 ^ p^^NA, but w^tbi «ek wyew a 
loM^ thali Noy Mevod hi* twopa la efia8^ firisg^ ti 
iMB^^tllfloee^ and to pfeptpi b ay on ata., Whoud^ylii^ 
^peap^f thct 9uiua«fr wece not to bo •m'^;, tJ^had 
anvi^edthwueLrai of tl^darknetat»off^tb^rar 
t/mt*, c^cryiiig with them aU their artUkry, bagis»0i^ 
and wanndirfi. Bonaparte rqeposenled this a» loi in^ 
pertanivimory; hediitri)niMse«i|vdS|.|ia)iylitl^«Mii 
fleaau ta ha¥#. doMifired hhwieU'. Whom howerer^ bt 
waa iwtoiBied thai hit troopa had proc e ed e d o%hi , 
Uv^fiMi Withoot QTaitaking the enm79 ^ V^ ^^M^ 
diasflhMid> and tha sttl reality prosied «a hia tfc»Bghta 
andfttUngk »^ fin tftowk o wm. bu^ ^pa TiMrt hartal, 
and the loud gvoane which iamied fwta, it dro^nfi-liit 
dwutofg^ary which had jwt ho^ >lda^4•<H^tha444.^ 
faatde." Ki|^ and day the iwrg€t$vift vf^xe fW^^ 
but, on tha Beoond night, fdl the, mmleiyalt.ftiK dpilg 
|ng the ^nmaded weea QxhanBted^ One heiiMU ^0i^ 
taining 100 wounded inen, was forgottan iOT tihiaBti 
days, and then accidentally discovered* Tba «8p«rts 
of the smgecos www most dreadfuls bestdfia^tha^ 
wennded, tfaty were caUad. upen to atlwtd many Mtf 
diers whc<, e^iansted with fitfigue and^hsmgac, had 
dnuik oopioasly of the brandy of the OM^ry^ voimi 
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y0hk narcotic plants. ** Otiien, less sober, or more 
^Militated, were seized with giddiness, stupefaction. 
Mid torpor ; they squatted into the ditches and in the 
r wm da . Their half-open, watery, and laek-lustre eyes, 
seemed to watch with insensibility death gradually, 
seizing their whole frame ; they expired sullenly and 
wMiout a g^roan.'* 

< For some time, Bonaparte was undecided whether 
he should advance to 8t. Petersburgh or Moscow, 
or proceed southward to Kiev. At Smcdensko, he 
was at the point where the roads to the two capitals 
meet ; tweAty*nine marches from St. Petersburgh, and 
Afteen from Moscow. The tSiooght of proceeding ta 
the south was soon abandoned ; and his determinatioir 
to continue his route to Moscow was fixed by the 
Intelligence he reeeiyed, that Murat had comeupwHb 
the whoLe Russian army, drawn up in order of battle.- 
ThM Intelligence was received on the night of the 24tb 
of August. Bonaparte immediately hastmed forward 
with his guard; but before he reached -Murat, the 
6iieti»y*s army had disappeared. On l3ie28Mi of August^ 
Ibe French, having crossed the vast phdns of the go- 
Vtmment of yiasma, fotmd die town of Dorogoboaje, 
near which the Russians had been drawn up in order 
of battk, in ashes, like Sinolensko. It stood upon a 
rising hil), and like the latter place, had exhibited an 
intermixture of churches, houses, cottages, com-fieilds, 
and meadows ; it was fSormeriy a strong fortress, and 
had frequently been besieged during the wars between 
Russta and Poland. The adjacent country consists of 
a laige plain, watered by the Dnieper, and bounded 
by distant hills. Thence, to the town of Vtasma, 
there is almost a continued forest, with an oocasicmal 
intermixture of pastures and corn-fields* Mr. Goxe 
-travelled this route at the same time of year as the 
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b| tbe ead. <^ .Ajigwrtr ; and Jbie remadoi thii^ 
though in tbe d^tk degree of northom laUiude, tb» 
hunroit wafr then very forward, the wheat, and bads^ 
were already carried i% and the peaiant$ werees^ 
ployed in cutting tiie oate and millet. Viaama siuida. 
on arirulet of the same name. The Buasian arq»f, v^ 
iu retreat, destroyed the bridges over It, p l nndera d th« 
towB^ and set it on fire. Mr» Co«e describes it as 
^tan^ng oa an cBoynaiee,. maluag. a m ag wifigenfc 
sypearaooe with ^ domes and q[»irea of aeveral* 
churches msin|» above: the trees* **" It tpraadf, in % 
bvokcv^ disjointed manner over a^ ]ai;ge e^Mwnt cC 
gsoond; ila bujldij^ are ^ wi^ a few houses 
of brick erapted. Fart of the. pdnfiiM}, stireet \k 
fiormed, like the |lu8siao.i)»ads, of the trunks of tses^ 
laid Gvossrways, and pa^t is boarded with plankalikft 
the floor o^a,r9^»v^ It c(mta^Is aboxre twenty chur(^h«s» 
a.iaemarki|hle najipber for i^ plac^ biM^ thudy inhabit 
The churches iui these small towns and. vilhigei vs% 
chiefly ormuncnted with a <?ipol% and. several domei ; 
the ou^ide wa^are^eit^ wbite-waahed, ob peiat^ 
red ; and the c^|^ll^s.or dfnnes,^ ai^ generally gceef,.cf^ 
of a different ooV^v from the other part*. At soma 
dvttance, the nu^ztber of q^ire&and dories rising abpre 
the tr^es. which conoeal the contitinuNia hovels, wpJd 
lead a traireller,^ unacquainted with the country^ ^ 
ey^ect.a large citj^, in a plaoe^ where} pechapa,. uj^ 
Ipiearer inspection, he. would only find a oollection of 
woode^ huts»'* The.v4Mit forest of Vc^ouaki i^ nes^ 
Via^ma; it stretphet^ on all sides to^ an immijuyR 
^3Ment, and, in tbe direction of Moscow, for 15(Xmi^ 
without ii^t^em^>tioQ, almost, to the very gates ai, that 
city. The Dwina, Dnie^r,, and Volg}^ take th^rxi{» 
in it; the last two at a short distance ihnn Viaamsy. 
and near ea(^ other. 
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HhslMito, '^e Rcttiihm g«iiei^, dM^day, htA been 
etoMioA to idhero to his plieiii of not rkOdng a ge- 
neitd engagement ; <%ut, In c^saqnence oT a violent 
ctemour having keen^niMd agafaist hSm in thte army, 
tvfddi had been rapported by the nob^ty, the mer- 
^SiBints, and all M obcow, andto Whidi AlezMid«rth<kight 
It imident to yield, Baifday wm snspended jb the 
otfwiTifiaiid, 'SQid KntuMif, a native general, was ap* 
pointed hi his stead. A battle was ncfw resolved 
upon, and the Russian army marched on '^oredino, 
on the fiontfer of the govenmientof Moseow, there to 
conqueror die. 

fifi order to render thdr position «8 strongtw pos^ 
sible, thewlM^ plain of Borodino was covered with 
iBtrendunents. ^Hie ' iitfdrtturtien -of this oiMufulstdncie, 
and of the diange in the conttnand of the Russian 
army, convinced Bonaparte that, at last, what he had 
so frequently 'announced and expected, woiid now 
certainly take ]daee. He assured his troi^-tiuitt the 
end of their toil -was iq^roMehing; ihttt the Rti». 
slanis would at length give them an opportunity of 
beating ihem ; and he aMowed iHam two days to reM^ 
to prepare their arms, «nd to ooUeet'Sitbsistence. 

He was natuntty ankioostJogta^ softfis iirfonnatioB 
respeetinghis newadversary. ' ^^ Ktrtusof was desoribefl 
to him as an oH man, ifavgtound-'workofwhosei^ 
pntation had been fonnerly'kdd by % singular wonsd. 
He had sineeddtfiilly profited by dfcmnstances. The 
y%ty defeat of Austeriitz, whidi he had foreseen, 
saMsd to his renown, wfafch^was further increased by 
Ids farte cunpa^ns agadnst tiie Tildes. His valour 
was incontestable ; but he was charged with regulating 
Itrvdiemence according to his private interest ; for he 
f^'deulated every thiiig. His geaiuB was dow, viisdie> 
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tiFe, and abore sU, enity-^ike trae Titar duuraeter! 
knowing the art of preparing an implacsable war, witii 
a fawning, fubde, and patient pdicy. In Other 
reqpectf, he was a more adroit courtier tiian aMe 
general^ but fonnidaUe by Ms renown, by kia a J MW i 
in augmenting it; and in making others oononr in il^ 
object. He had contriTed to flatter the whole natioB, 
and eyery individual of it, from the general to Ae 
priyate soldier. It was added, that there was in Ids 
person, in his language, nay, even in his very dress, 
his superstitious practices, and his age, a remnant of 

Suwarrow, the stamp of an ancient Muscovite, an air 

of nationality, wluch rendered him dear to the Rus- 
sians. At Moscow, the joy at his appointment had 
been carried to intozicati<m ; people embraced ons 
another in the streets, and considered themselves as 
saved." 

Aware of the importance of rousing every fediog 
that cotdd aid his purpose, and intimatdy aoquaintfld 
with the cha^^;ter of his countrymen, Kntiisof 
drew up the wh(de Russian army under arms, and, 
surrounded with every ^^es of religious and military 
pomp, took his stati<m in the middle of it : all the 
Russian clergy attached to the army, or whom he 
could assemble, with their splendid and majestic 
insignia and dresses, carrying the symbols of thffr 
religion, and particularly the image which was con- 
sidered the protectress of Smolensko, and ttrhkh wis 
bdieved to have been miraculously saved from ^ 
sacrilegious' French,.~marched before him. KutusOf, 
as soon as his soldiers were sufficiently acted updh hf 
th^ spectacle, appealed to their patriotism, their super- 
stition, and their hatred of the French. Thus, a tinc- 
ture of fanaticism was given to their courage. " AD, 
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ercn toTthe metmest soUior, fanded themselvte da« 
To^ by Ood kimself to tho defeBoe of heaven aad 
tluikjconsaTated soiL" 

Xbe position oi the Russians was chosen with great 
judgement and skill : naturally strong, it was s^eu 
defed mere so by art. A terrace, thirty or forty feet 
above the Ealouga, a small stream tributary to the 
Mofldcva, falling in front with a gentle desco:^, and 
extending three or four English miles, formed the 
centre of their position* The right jOank was pro* 
teoted by the rivw, and was othecwise so strong, that 
the French did not think it prudent tQ attack ij^ The 
left, was prot6ctedHi>y a deep ravine, beyond whieh was 
a height occupied by three redoubts; besides, this, 
two knells, covered with batteries, streagth^ied th« 
left.centre: these commanded the whole Iiel4« The 
village of Borodino lay below. On the other side of 
the, river, the French ooci^ed an eminenci, ecstending 
from a p9int opposite the Russian centre^ and reaching 
round their left ; their ground was h^her, but not m 
much jmore elevated as to afford apy command within 
canQon*range. Theil^ right was strengtheai^ by t^wo 
batteries. The batde^ lasted three days, the dth, 6th» 
and 7tl^.pf September. On the first dayy the French 
car^tied the redoubts on the height which protected the 
left wing of the Russians. . On the next day, Bonaparte 
(diaqged his plan, and directed his efforts agaimt their 
oen^e. A dreadful 4^e, poured down the long natural 
glai^ from a double range of artillery, qurried dread- 
ful -^$|^9^;^CU0ion among the French, but did npt damp 
thc^; impetuous valour. Early in the morning, they 
carded ^e yiUage.of Borodino, advanced, and inade 
three desperate charges up the heights: they were 
driven back each time with immense slaughter. Thjsy 
then directed their attacks on the left, where the Rus- 
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•ians were wcttk, in eonta^oenoe of die Um» •{ lk$ 
tedoabtB on the first day; and the ^MinysiiooeededdB 
their object. The third day, they gained poaseaianiflf 
the ground on -whidi the left wing, of the RnsMMi 
had stood. Thus terminated diis dread&il and: flHto 
guinary battle. During the night, the BuasiaBa^-iw 
treated unmolested. The loss was neaily equals tt 
least 6S,000 bodies were left for interment. Diiriil^ 
the whole of this engagement, Bonaparte seems tahanb 
heeA paralysed. Surrounded by his young guaxd^ hi 
kept at a distance ; and no representatiohs of Uiedan^tf 
in which his own army was placed, made any imprts^ 
sionupon him. He would not permit his guard to^pnt 
him, though he was assured, at various times, thaka de- 
dsive vtetory only waited their assistance. Wfaea he 
was uAd that from all sides it was the ery, that ^mw^ 
ment for sehding the guard was now come, he replied, 
^^ And if thM« should he another battle to-mocniir, 
^here is my army ?** The fiefai of battle presented* 
horrible appearance ; .^^ a gloomy sky, a cold rai% a 
ridlent wind, houses burned to ashes, a plain cofvevei 
witii ruins and i^bblsfa, soldiav roa^ning about indl 
directions, hunting for provisions even in the haf«»> 
sadts of their dead oc^mpanibUs, and siient biveaadik^ 
in ti^hich reigned a gloomy tadtundty." Rooad 
Ihe eagles were^ seen a few ofiioers aJid soldieii; 
scarcely sufficient to protect them;' their doUies Mra 
in the fury of the combat, blackened wil3i powd^aaA 
spotted with Mood. Numbers were ifound at thohifc 
torn of the ravines, into which they had ervmieAm 
protect themselves honn the weather. 

The Russians retreated to Mojaisk, purtued by 
Murat; here their rear.guard took up a pes^MH 
which covered the Moscow and Ealouga roads. 
Miu*at endeavoured to drive them from it ; and while 
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«b» drirmirfi lasted, Bcmaparte arrived, hut in sudi a 
ttete of abstraction, that he neither seemed to hear the 
lioiMr of the engagement, nor that of the bullets whidi 
suBuo falling close to him. Some one stc^vped him, 
aadr pointed out the rear-guard of the Russians be- 
tipeen; him and the town^ and, on the heights behind, 
^e^ fires of an army of 60,000 men—a decisive proof 
Hf the incompleteness of his victory, and of the 6onfi- 
4jg0ee of the enemy. On the 9th of September, the 
Russians having left Mojaisk, the French entered it ; 
\mt they found neither inhabitants nor provisions, — 
merely dead bodies and wounded men. Soon after, 
wards^ the Russian army again put itself in motion, 
witluiut letfving^ any traces by which the French 
could follow- them. Wlien it was ascertained that 
^ey had taken the road to Mosoow, part of the French 
army, under die command of Murat and Mortier, went 
in pursuit of tfaem. For two days, during which ^ey 
liad no jtrcnrisions but bruised wheat andlun^^flesh, they 
found/not ar single person or thing by w^iich to discover 
the Russian army. - Kutusof did^ not: halt till he readied 
Fill, in front of itfoscow ; here he took up a position, 
and. informed Rostopchin, the governor of the city^ 
tiiot he would perish with him'before it. The Russian 
ann]p at this time consisted of 91,000 men, 6,000 of 
iHicml'.were Gossadcs, 20,000 reoruits, and the rest 
veteran troops. The Frendi army, whidi had.num- 
teed about 130,000 before the battle of Borodino, 
new only of 90^000 men, with 607 pieces of 
r but it had no more ammunition than would 
suffice for one engagement. 

; It 'is a pr^dpleiwith the Russian, as with all 
despotic and ^ort.sigfated governments, to keep the 
people in ignorance of the real state of affairs : the 
retseat of their army, therefore, and the advance of the 
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French, were events of which, in Moscow, thef wsoe 
utterly ignorant, even a very few days befiure ibtSx 
capitsJ was to become the prey of the enemy and of 
the flames, and the inhabitants were to be orderai to 
desert their houses. It is said, that the goreoMf 
himself was deceived by the message he received^opiy 
Kutusof ; imd that he was astonished and inofrnei 
when he Very shortly afterwards was informed, tha$ 
in a council of war it had been detenxuned to abannkp 
the capital without a battle. This latter stateiiira% 
however, is doubtful, since he had certainly made pre- 
parations for the burning of Moscow, sach as he oonld 
not have made between the receipt of this last inte^ 
gence and his own departure from it. Ou Sunday, 
the 13th September, the Russian army, in iuU retread 
entered the city. Dread, confusion, and de^iir 
seized the inhabitants : they issued in crowds by ^ 
gate of Kalonma, flying in all directions acrofs the 
country. On the followilig morning, the police aad 
officers of government took their departure ; the pri* 
sons were thrown open, and none were left but the 
few that were unable to fly, and those who remained 
for plunder, or to execute the orders of the governor* 
About five o*clock on Monday evening, the advaneed 
guard of the French, under Murat, arrived, and innae* 
diate possession was taken of the Kremlin. Befin 
night, Bonaparte arrived at the gate of Smolflnsko, 
where he waited, expecting a deputation finm tlie 
municipality, as he had been wont whenever he enteved 
any captured town ; but none came. On weniiaig^t^ 
inquire the reason, he was told, Moscow was dcBWted» 
He sent one of his generals to make further aeeidi 
and inquiries. '' Not a Muscovite was to be seiii; 
not the least smoke rose from a single chimney ; afl( 
the slightest noise issued from this immense and 
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popnkNU city : its 300,000 inhabitants seemed to b^ 
strock dumb and motionless by enchantment; it was 
the silence of the desert." 

' In the course of this night, Mortier pointed out to 
him smoke issuing from houses closely shut up, un« 
-touched and uninjured without. Shortly afterwards, 
ilames were seen in other quarters. By Tuesday 
«renlng they had assumed a very serious aspect : all 
efforts to stop them were vain. Flames appeared 
in so many quarters, that the troops employed to 8t<^ 
the conflagration were distracted; and while thus 
employed, they were surrounded and in g^reat and im- 
mediate danger. Doubts had at first been entertained, 
whether the conflagration was accidental or not ; but 
now it was known certainly tcv be intentionaL The 
wind, indeed, blowing strong, first ^m one quarter, 
and then from another, favoured the designs of the 
incendiaries. On Saturday morning, the wind fell, 
the smoke gradually cleared off, and the extent of the 
desolation became visible. 

We have not hesitated to ascribe the conflagration 
of Moscow to the governor. At first, it Wieis repre^ 
feented as the work of the French ; but, from the 
authorities given by Dr. Lyall, it appears to have been 
Imdoubtedly a plan premeditated by Rostopchin. His 
motive was patriotic; his object, to render Moscow 
totally unfit for the winter quarters of the enemy ; 
ifnd in. this he completely succeeded. At the same 
titae, it is known that the French themselves, 
toeire their departure, sprang many mines, and thus 
added to the destruction of a place they could not 
ielaits. Dr. Lyall says : ^^ From all accounts, we shall 
p^dhMy be very near the truth in concluding, that 
7fiW wumerosy or courts, were destroyed in 1812 ; and 
Aat diese numeros contained 7,000 principal edifices, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



186 BUSSIA. 

and at least 14,000 structures, making a gfa&d mm 
total of 21,000 buildings.'* The detraction of the 
Semlianoiogorod was so general, that, in a drcuit of 
fifteen versts, not mOre than fifty habitable houses 
j-emained. The destruction of the finest and most 
magnificent division of Moscow, the Beloigorod, wais 
not quite «i general. The Kitaigorod was burning nx 
days without intermissicm. In the Kremlin, the new 
imperial palace alone became the prey of the flames. 
None of the hospitals suffered; but all the puUic 
educati<»i establishments, except one, fell a prey 
to the flames. Within a very few months after the 
French left Moscow, orders were given to dear away 
the rubbish, and the rebuilding began immediately: 
thousands of workmen^^^^ employed in every strMft 
and lane ; and Moscow at present presents no traces 
of the dreadful calamity of 1812. It is rebuilt wilb 
great regard to taste and consistency, so aa no kmger 
to pi^ent such numerous and strong contrasts of 
palaces and huts as it did before the fire : the Kremlia 
alone preserves entire its ancient singularity and Asiatic 
grandeur. 

The dreadful trath soon forced itself on the mind 
of Bonaparte, that he could not remain in Moscow: 
a JElussian winter was approadiing, and Aey had 
neither shelter, fuel, nor provisions, to meet it. 
In vain he expected the peasants to bring pravit&OBM 
and fuel into the city ; they avoided it as a peat-house. 
He durst not venture to sc^atter his troops in the 
adjacent country, as the Russian army was at hand 
and in strength; nor, indeed, if he had ventured, 
would they have been able to collect much from a dis- 
trict exhausted and laid waste. He attempted to 
negotiate, and for this purpose sent Lauriston to St 
Petersburgh, and obtained an armistice ; bat the 
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delay iwt)ved injiiriow only to himself. It was the 
Itoftirtofiotract his stay, and to feed 
_ „_|lli till the winter set in. At length, 

^ i*hh eyes were opened to his real situa- 

^^^,,^^^4^m;adeF was inflexible; and the armistice 
iikttiH^A^iiated by «ft attack on Murat, whidi de- 
Jptot^l^WPthe remnant of his cavalry. Before day- 
Jig^ 4m 'tbe 19th of October, Napoleon qnitted Mos- 
5wWir^^ liWwftg coders to blow up the Kremlin, which, 
%£iW-erer, *were only partially obeyed.* 
>" Th» nature of this wwk. fortunately does not re- 
ipidre that we phould dwell on the particular miseries 
)lli this most dreadful and unparalleled retreat. Every 
S^^smmtAmoe that could inflict misery, co-operated 
affftii^st the French army :' intense frost,^roads nearly 
-ilbpassable, a deserted aA^ exhausted country ; an 
^6my constiMitly on the alert to attack where they 
eouli do it with advantage, and to cut off all who 
itCfOi weakness or other causes were obliged: to sepa- 
^««e from, the main body; the French themselves 
teiak, dispirited, with insufficient and unwholesome 
lk»od, often ^thout any; the inclemency of the 
^^itther, and the attacks of the enemy increasing as 



♦ The^ annex«d Plate represents the palace of Petrovskoi, 
where Napoleon passed tl]te dreadful night of the 16t1i, having 

XdtAeulty escaped froin th^ burning Kremlin. It is de- 
d Jjy. Dr. Clarke as a ha^ brick building, wearing an 
||ri[>earaoce of great magnificence* though the style of archi- 
^l^ure is cumbrous and heavy. *« It was erected for the ac- 
intamodation df the Russian sovereigns during their visits to 
'iBoscdw ; fl\e inhabitams of which dty pretend that n<Mie of them 
^dimt take up a lodging within its walls, being kept more in awe of 
f^rtr subjects than they are at St. Petersburgh." This boast can be 
^ntained no longer. Since Najioleon occupied the i>alace of tHe 
^fivn, Moacow has bem m«ide the residence of the Emperdr 
Alexander. 
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they grew less able to resist or endute them. The 
fVendi bore up most wonderfully under this accumu- 
lation of misery ; they even repulsed the enemy in 
most of the attacks. The examine of their leaders, 
and the hopes of finding all th^ wants supplied at 
Smolensko, supported their spirits. Till the 6th of 
November, the air, though extremely cold, had been 
dear. On that day, all the horrors of a Russian winter, 
its thick fogs, its tremendous tempests of wind and 
snow, assailed them. In the day, this was dreadful ; 
but during a night of sixteen hours, without shelter, 
fire, or food, their condition cannot even be imagined. 
From this day, confidence and discipline, whidi had 
hitherto remained in a great degree, deserted them, 
and thus the evils of the retreat w&ce augmented^ 
On the 9th of November, Bonaparte entered Smo- 
lensko with about 60,000 men ; nfany of th^n un*. 
armed and unfit for duty. There he halted three 
days : longer he durst not remain, as Eutusof was 
advandng. He reckoned upon finding in the dty 
fifteen days' provisions and forage for 100,000 men ; 
there was not more than half the quantity of flour, 
rice, and spirits, and no meat at all ; and a great part 
of these were destroyed in the attempts of the famish- 
ing and disorganised soldiers to tear them from one 
another. He now looked forward to his depots at 
Minsk and Wilna ; but on the 16th of November, the 
Russians entered the former, and took possession <^ 
all his magazines. The intelligence seemed for a time 
completely to overpower him ; but he soon recovei^d 
his firmness and presence of mind. He had imm^ 
diate occasion for these qualities, for he was informed 
tbat two hostile armies cut off his retreat. It -WfA 
necessary, without loss of time, to secure the passage 
of the Berezina. When he arrived there, on the 24th 
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of November, he found its banka fined with a Roisian 
army. Howerer, he suooeeded in gaining the oppO' 
site bank, with a dreadftil loss of men, and in the 
midst of scenes of greater misery than perhi^s ever 
nooompanied any event. On the 5th of December, 
Bonaparte left his army. Henceforward, to use the 
words of Segor, whose narrative we have chiefly fid- 
lowed, " it was no longer any thing but a multitude 
of isolated and individual struggles. Henceforward, 
there was no longer fraternity in arms ; there was 
an end to all society, to all ties ; the excess of suffering 
had brutalised them. Hunger, devouring hunger, 
had reduced these unfortunate men to the brutal 
instinct of self-preservation.'* Scarcely had the de- 
serted army reached Wilna, and begun to seize on the 
magazines there, when the cannon of the Russians 
was heard. Murat and the rest of the generals in 
Ytan endeavoured to collect the troops; they were 
more intent on plundering the magazines and shelter- 
ing themselves from the cold, than on repulsing the 
enemy. The cry, however, " Here are the Cossacks I" 
roused them, not to fight, but to fly. This cry, indeed, 
for a long time had been the only signal which the 
greater number obeyed. Ney attempted in vain to 
rally them ; he was obliged to join in the flight, which 
was continued till, on the 13th of December, they 
reached the frontiers of Prussian Poland. 

The total amount of the destruction of human life 
occasioned by this unprincipled invasion of Russia, it 
, is impossible to calculate ; and it is equally in vain to 
endeavour to form any adequate conception of the 
intensity and extent of suffering to which it gave rise. 
The French troops who entered Russia, either with 
Bonaparte or afterwards, certainly amounted to up- 
wards of 600,000 ; and there is good reason to believe 
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that not more than 20,000 reached the firomien. Tlw 
peeuUar character of the Raaaians appeared in a tun- 
ing manner during this invasion. Their dev^etionf^ 
their emperor, the authority of the landholders '#P«r 
their peasants, and the influence of the prleets^ vffke 
all brou^t into action, as well as the creduliiyvigHb. 
ranee, and superstition of the great body of the pee^ 
The Frendi were profoundly ignorant of the stateaad • 
character of the nation they invaded. They vaiflly 
ecqiected the Russian peasants would join Ae ranks 
of thefar invaders : disappointed in this, they exaspe- 
rated them by the most dreadful outrages, -and Urns 
added to their enthusiasm. In many places, the p^a- 
santry anticipated the orders of their lOTds, and plachig 
their wives and diildren in security, and fca-8Bld]% 
their homes, pressed forward in the service Of thdr 
country. The nolrility displayed aMV^rit of earneM- 
ness and devotion not inf^Ort- tiieir contributioiik 
In money were immense. In the govemniait of 
Moscow alone, 80^000 men were enrolled under "Ae 
name of milrtia ; and throughout the whole empire, it 
is suppOMd ^00,000 were levied under the same dend^ 
mination. All these^ were to 'be dothed, armed", «id 
fbmished with prorisions for three months, afr ^fce 
expense of the seigneur on whose estate they were 
raised. 

According to the regular miUtary system of the 
Russian €k>vemment, the ordinary recruitii^ i»li|ht ; 
only one man out of 250 being talceh each year.' Bbt 
soon after the conclusion of the war, A]exaflder''ot. 
ganised what are called military colonies, in the tri^ 
villages. The males above fifty are chosen maiiCi^- 
colonists ; each of these receives about fbrty aM»' bf 
land, on condition that he support a soMiier and Us 
family. This soldier, who assists him in his labomr; is 
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4»lled an agrictdtural aoldier. These already form tlie 
effeetive force of the eolomee, and in time will form 
tliat of the empire ; they are exercised at least three 
4ayi each week. There is, besides, a reserve soldier 
£cnr each agricultural soldier, who, like the latter, 
/wwks on the farm, (h* in any occupation, and is 
instructed in every part of a sddier's duty; he is 
> obliged to si^{^y the place of the- agricultural soldier, 
when he dies, o^ has com]^eted his service (rf.twenty- 
fiFe years, and to form one in an army of reserve^ 
when it is needed. The. sons of the master odonist, 
agricultural soldier, and reserve, called caatonists, are 
exercised as soldiers frcnn the age of thirteen to seven- 
teen ; the boys from eight to thirteen go to school 
three days a week, and learn their military duties the 
alternate days. Dr. Lyall, who has published a 
pamphlet on tiiese military colonies, calculates, that 
there are six million of crown peasants in the empire ; 
so that, if this system is persevered in, Russia will 
have, besides its present army, a million of men, 
ahnost as good soldiers as those of the n^gular army, 
and a never bailing nursery, from which this enormous 
multitude may be regularly and constantly recruited ; 
and he mentions a Russian nobleman, who boasted, 
that in thirty years, by the plan of military colonisa- 
tion, Russia would have an army of 6,000,000 soldiers. 
Happily for civilisation, though a supply of men is 
one requisite in warfare, money is another not less 
essentiaL The poverty of Russia at present secures 
JBuxope against the danger of her prqwnderance. 
TMa grand machine of 6,000,000 effective men, it has 
been remarked, *^ renders Rnssia invulnerable to any 
attack from without ; but it is immovable beyond the 
frontier, without such sums of money as she can nei- 
ther supply nor command.'' Add to which, Russia 
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has few offioen, except OeneralaSadcen, WittgensteiB, 
and Woronzoff, wlio kiuyw how to manoniTre a fcodf 
«f 20,000 men. 

The routes from Moscow to Tobolsk, and ^lenee » 
Kamschatka and the frontiers of China; that from 
Moscow, through the countries watered and enrichei 
by the Dniqier, the Don, and the Volga, to the 
Black 8ea, the Sea of Azof, and the Caspian ; the 
routes in the Crimea, in the districts which lie be- 
tween the Sea of Azof and the Ca^ian ; and the 
routes in the Caucasus and Geoigia; offer to the 
obsenration of the traveller all that is interesting sad 
impmtant in the southern and eastern divisions of this 
inunense empire* The eastern route differs most es- 
•sentially, in one respect, from any and all of the seath- 
em routes we have enumerated; for, after passing 
Tobolsk, a wild, uncultivated country, an inhospitable 
dimate, and a scanty population, very littlie raised 
above the rank of savages, every where meet xiar 
observation $ whereas in journeying from Moscow to 
the Black Sea, the Sea of Azof, and the Caspian, and 
through the Crimea, we gradually advance towards a 
much finar climate, a fertile soil, and races of pee^ 
in many respects more interesting than the Russians 
of the northern provinces. When we pass, indeed, 
into the southern Asiatic dominions of Russia, we 
again meet with savage tribes; but this is-cooq«ii- 
sated, in most places, by the ridi, pioturesque^ or 
sublime scenery which nature presents. We Slay 
add, that on the borders of the Bhick 8ea» In the 
Crimea, in the Caucasus and OeQEgia, almost Msry 
step die traveller takes, places him in the midsit ef 
ground that has been trodden by the Oreeka er the 
Romans; presenting to him some vestige of then- 
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power, or some spot described by their ^ iters. We 
ffaall first pursue the route from Moscow to Azof, 
taking Dr. Clarke principally for our guide, with 
occasional assistance from Dr. Lyall and other 
' travellers. 

FROM MOSCOW TO AZOF. 

The state of the roads, and the appearance of the 
country, differ so widely, in Russia, in winter and in 
sommer, that it is proper to premise, that Dr. Clarice 
left Moscow on the Slst of May, 1800. He found the 
roads in the immediate vicinity of Moscow very good. 
Voronetz was the first place o£ consequence to which 
he directed his course. At thirty-three versts from 
the capital is Podolsk, a small town, pleasantly situated 
on both banks of the river Fakhra (written by Dr. 
Clarke, Mockra). Hie second day, he passed through 
Serpukov, ** a handsome little town," upon the river 
Nara, four versts from its confluence with the CHca, 
and ninety-three versts south of Moscow. In ntua* 
tion, appearance, and surrounding scenery, it is de- 
scribed as resembling Newmarket. It contains a 
citadel, enclosed by a strong rampart. In the church- 
yard. Dr. Clarke observed several female natives 
^^ practising a custom which is purely oriental, 
namely, that of visiting the sepulchres of i&iendtiong 
buried, touching the graves with their foreheads, 
weeping ahmd, and uttering sh<Nt prayers." In tiie 
villages on this road, as well as in other parts of 
Russia, the traveller may have frequent opportunities 
- ef observing the game called by the English peasants 
' tkbbi, played with the small joint-bones of a sheep, 
ttmged along the bade of the hand and arm, and then 
thrown- up and caught; it seems to have been a 
favourite game with the andent Greeks, and is rq^re- 
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sented on some of their finest vases. The Rnsniui boys 
and giris are very fond of this pastime, and sometiines 
eT«n the old men may be seen engaged in it. 

On the 3d of June, Dr. Clarke readied iHiIa, ^^ Ae 
Sheffield of Russia,*^ and one of the most interesting 
cities in the empire. The town itself, as seen fhmi 
the elevated plain above it, is a noble object, with its 
numeroos white buildings, domes, towers, and rising 
spires. '^ Trees appeared skirting the suburban 
downs, and spreading here and there into the valley, 
while cattle were grazing in the surrounding pastures ; 
at the same time our ears were greeted with die 
cheerful sounds of industry, issuing from different 
manufactories ; with the ringing of bdls, the kwiiig 
of the herds, and a loud chorus of peasants, singing 
their national airs, who accompanied their voices 
either with the clapping of hahds, or with the wild 
notes of rustic pipes, constructed of the same materitls 
as the sandals on their feet (the birdi or linden bark). 
Numerous caravans were moreover passing from the 
Ukraine and the Don ; and the whole of this Hvdy 
scene exhibited so striking a contrast to what we had 
long been accustomed to witness in the frigid regims 
of the n<Mth, that we seemed suddenly transported to 
a different «>ne." Tula is the chief town oi a district 
to which it gives its name, distant '909 versts from 
8t. Petersburgh, and 185 from Moscow. It la bmk 
on both side^ of the Upa, in a situation partly low and 
partly elevated; and is divided into three distriets, 
which, together wi^ the suburbs, inhabited by the 
post-boors, communicate with each other by a number 
of wooden and stone bridges. The population ia esti- 
mated at 30,000 or 35,000 ; the number of houses at 
5,000. It contains a monastery, a nunnery, and 
twenty-six churches, all of stone. This town is ohie6y 
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^■tingviiihed ^br. its. manufactate of amis, kiiivfls, 
iaJtstandBj and all sorts of cutlery and works in po- 
lished steel. There are very considerable iron mines 
.2a the neighbourhood, which are wrought with great 
»eaee and at little expense, as the whole of the soil is 
timpregnated with iron, and not more than fmirteen 
inches of sand or mould lie above the ore. These 
mines supply the celebrated forges ci Pemidof, thir- 
teen miles from. Tula, as well as furnish part of the 
j«w material to Tula, itself. They were discovered 
about the end of the sixteenth century ; and soon after- 
wards, a small manufactory of fire-arms and small-arms 
was estaldished in dne of the suburbs of the town. 
Peter the Great, however, first gave system and ex- 
tent to this manufactory. The whole fabric was re- 
established and improved by Catherine IL in 178& 
JSven Paul, in the midst of his vagaries and madness, 
-I>rotected and ^loouraged it; and Alexander . pays 
it particular attention. At the beginning of the 
eighteenth century, only 664 workmen were employed ; 
in the reign of Catherine, upwards of 5,000; and 
during the last war, 7)000. The manufacturers are 
divided into five trades ; harrel*makers, lodumakers, 
stock-makers, fumishing-makers, and makers d 
■malUarms. They all enjoy peculiar privileges, con- 
^tute a separate- body, and have their own judges 
amaeng themsdves. At present, they can manufacture 
•50^000 stand of arms annually, and, in case of neoes- 
9ity, 100,000. We have already stated, that part of 
the iron used at Tula is siq>plied by the mines in the 
neighbourhood: the crown works, however, exclu- 
sively use Siberian iron. In the year 1817, the Em- 
peror Alexander employed an Englishman to examine 
the government of Tula for coal. It was_found in 
different parts, and some very conveniently situated 
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for the mannfactorias of Tula ; but in oonsequeiios, 
Dr. Lyall asserts, of th^ influence of the prt^rietort. 
of the forests, who would have suffered b^ its intro- 
duction, it was represented as unfit for the pur- 
pose of the arm fabric, and the intention of using, it. 
was abandoned. There are few wdoda in the ne^- 
bourhood, and yet they produce sufficient fuel for the 
consumption of the place, which Dr. Clarke attributes 
to the very g^reat economy introduced by the use of 
stoves : '^ for the heating of these, a few Inllets, 
mereiy kindled early in the morning, suffice; an 
equal warmth being afterwards diffused during the 
whole day and following nurht." The quality of the 
arms and cutlery made at Tula, has been variously re- 
presented. By Mr. Tooke and some foreign authon, 
they are represented as equal to the E ngli sh. Dr. 
Clarke, on the contrary, says : '^ The work is stnmg, 
but very bad, and wiU not bear the smallest compa- 
rison with our English wares." And of the arms par- 
ticularly, he reports : '^ The name of musket is almost 
all that connects the appearance with the reality^ It 
is wonderful any troops can use them : they miss fire 
Ave times out of six, and are liable to burst whenerer 
discharged." Dr. Lyall's statement differs from all 
these writers ; and we are disposed to depend oa his 
judgement. He says : *' No man with the least know* 
ledge of fire-arms, cutlery, or what is called Jhi^ 
would compare the manufactures of Tula with ^those 
of Birmingham or Sheffield. In every respect tb^ 
are far inferior. At the same time, they by no meaas 
deserve the character given them by Dr. Clarke. It 
must be admitted, however, that their quality isnmdi 
improved since he was at Tula ; but, had the fire-anns 
made then been as bad as he represents them, the 
campaign of 1812," as Dr. Lyall remarks, ^' would not 
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have been so bloody, or rather would not have been 
fought." The arsenal is capable of containing fire* 
arms for 100,000 troops. 

Dr. Clarke, on leaving Tula, quitted the main-road 
to Gherson, and turned off to the south, towards Vo- 
ronetz. Br. Lyall proceeded towards Odessa and Cher- 
son. At present we shall accompany the former Tra- 
veller. The whole distance to Voronetz, he compares to 
a bowling-green : a vast plain, covered all the way with 
a fine, hard turf, '' exactly resembling that whidi covers 
the South Downs in Sussex, with the additional advan- 
tage of being for the most part level, extends like an 
ocean, in which the eye discovers no object to interrupt 
the uniformity of the view." This is part of that great 
oriental plain which extends from Moscow to To- 
bolsk in Siberia, and throughout all the southern 
provinces of Kussia ; it is generally without wood, and 
totally unenclosed. Near Tula, there are small copses 
or patches, containing dwarf -oaks, — the first Dr. Clarke 
had seen since he entered Russia from Sweden, ex- 
cepting a single tree in a garden at Moscow, shewn 
there as a rare plant. 

Twenty miles from Tula, he arrived at Dedihf, a 
miserable village, inhabited by peasants living in the 
greatest poverty. The whole district is swampy, and 
subterraneous waters had recently penetrated the 
ground on which many of the houses stood, when they 
all gave way, and the upper part of the village was 
changed into a lake. The sole occupation of the pea- 
santry is tillage. This part of Russia, indeed, is very 
fertile. Near the town of Boghoroditz, the next place 
at which he arrived, nothing is seen but corn-land, 
covering a vast extent ; it is the richest district 
in the empire. The roads are excellent : waggons, 
laden with stones, pass and repass upon wooden wheels. 
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without any iron tires. There it a magnifieent aeat 
bdonging to a nobleman, whose estate comprises sis- 
teen square miles of the finest com-Umd in Rossia^ 
and was said to contain 70,000 peasants. At Cels 
Nikotskoi, the next station, Dr. Clarice saw a cmioas 
fttneral ceremony. '^ The Ud of the coffin^ formed^ 
one entire piece of wood, scooped out like a.canae, 
was not put on till the deceased was laid in his gtawt. 
Th«y buried him in all his wearing appareVeven witk 
the sandals on his feet. Mead was carried to the 
grave, to be drunk there, in a bowl, with a number of 
•mail wax bougies studc around the rim. The womea 
kept up a kind of musical ulnlation, howling their Imjd 
huqentations in strains truly d(^rou8. The rest of 
the attendants, instead of joim'ng in the dirge or ia 
Ihe other ceremonial rites, were occupied in Crossing 
themselves, and in prostrati<ms towards the east, bow- 
ing their heads until they touclied with their fordieadi 
the other graves near the place of interment. The 
lid of the coffin was b(mie first, covered with linen 
doth : after this fdUowed the lower part, containing 
the body, so that it seemed as if. two coffins were flsr- 
ried to one grave.** In the plains over.whidi he was 
now traveling, he observed at a considerable diatanoe,a 
epectade similar to one that Bruce witnessedin Alma; 
vertical odumns of sand, readiing, in appeanoMt, 
from the earth to the douds, and moving with im a i 
ing rapidity. His servant rdated an inatanoe oCa 
child who was taken up by one of these sand torna- 
does in the Ukraine, and after being whirled by 
It, had every limb broken in its fall. Hitherto eir 
Traveller had passed only villages since his departoie 
from Tula ; but he next arrived at a large, paved 
town, called Eletz, situated on a river of the aasifr 
name, and on the Sosma, branches of the Don. It is 
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flnntmiidedwtth a fertile district^ in which agrioulture 
Amrisbes, snd enjoys a cofnaideraUe trade in honey, 
Jcather, cattle, and com ; it is also celebrated for its 
foi^ges, part of the iron for whioh is furnished from 
mives in the ridnity, part from mmes on the eastern 
kaniEs of the Don. Soon after leaving this to^m^caraTans 
£raiM that river, the Crimea, and other parts of Southern 
iUissia, were continually met ; they generally oon- 
aiited of a train of waggons, thirty or forty in nund»er, 
luden with dried fish^ wool, brandy, com, &c ; some* 
times of cattle only, cows of an ash colour, horses, 
goats, sheq>, and hogs. Near Zadoneta, a town situated 
upon a hill overlooking the D(m, that river is crossed 
by a ferry. It is herfe a broad, dear, and rapid cur- 
rent. From this place, the road leads, through^^ the 
sweetest countiy imaginable, covered with woods,' full 
of flowers, fn^it-trees, and a ndmber of plants, plainly 
indicating an i^proach to warmer climates. Apple 
and other finut-trees qprouted wild, among young 
emka^ and other vegetal^e productions not found nearer 
to the North Pole.*' 

On June 7, Dr. Clarke arrived at Voronetz. This 
mty is situated on a Hver of the same name^ near its 
junction with the Don. Here Peter the Great built 
his first ship of war. At that tune it consisted oi 
sotrcely 190 wooden hats; it is now a handsome 
WWM, with XSs009 inhaMtants, and carries on a very 
extensive and hicn^ve oommaroe, principally with the 
Uaek Sea, and iik the winter,^y sledges, ifith the Cri. 
^eaand Turkey. Its merchants travd^even into Siberia 
lor furs,<whidi they carry to Uie great German fairs. 
^Fhe climate of the sarronndiiifp caontry is delightful; 
ike water-melon is as common as the cucumber in 
Bhgland, and of exeeUent ^piality. Yet, the eactrcmes 
oftemperstare are great ; varying ftam 30? of cold 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



200 EimSIA. 

e£ RMMmmr in wimer, to 98* of hmt in tommer, or 
M"* Fahraihel*. The wwatye baloirtiie town render 
the place imheelthy in the hot leeson. 

Ai Dr. darice adveneed toiraidt the Math, otfwrnmi 
of Malo-Rnttiens weve more finequentlj met, whem hi 
deeoribetMafinernoethui the Rneslans; *^ deanery 
more iniustriotf^ more honest, more genenms, move 
polite, and more ooarageoot,** but withal, ^ much 
given to drinking.'* Their hngnage differs from tit« 
Rusiian, only as the dialect of the South of France 
doei from that ^oken near Paris. Mato-Ros^ or 
Little Russia, the original and proper coontry of 
these peofde, comprehends the Ukraine and the three 
governments of Kiev, Tdiemigof, and Novogtmyd 
Sieverskoi ; but colonies of Malo-Russiaras are foond 
in s^vwal parts of the soath. The manifest difference 
between them and the Russians eannet be ascribed to 
climate, as they are separated from each other oi^y 
by a few miles, but is most piiobably the effect of th^ 
different pelltieal condition. The Malo^Russittns are 
not di$tricH gUbm^ and eocjoy other peculiar Immuni* 
ties. 

To the south of Voronets, the country still con- 
tinues level; the ]dains are adorned with a ildi 
variety of flowtfs, and the air is ^ed with beairtild 
insects. As Dr. Clarke fQ>proached the Don, turtle- 
doves flew round his carriage ; the pools were filled 
with wild fowl, and nwaeious herds ot flocks were 
seen pasdng or grazing. Melons of different seits 
flourish in the culdfmted gromids near the i^ifiageM 
yet, tlto winter is severe, the snow ssmually affovdiag 
a sledge road aU the way from the Oulf of FhUand t» 
the Sea <tf Azof. ^ LokovaSloboda, Dr. Oark^had 
an opportunity of eammining the MakuRusliattS in 
an establishment of their own, fnd of marking the 
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o0iitrMt between tlitir nuumov and tlKMe of the Rus. 
aiaiifl. Their oottages, which are all white-washed, 
are so dean and -neat, both within and without, that 
^^ the traveller might fyaey himself transported from 
Russia to Hollands" Their furniture is simple but 
also dean. They have poultry and plenty of cattle, 
and well-stocked, gardens. In short, all about them 
bears testimony to their industry and dvilisation. 
From the similarity which they, as well as the Gos- 
sadcs, bear to the Poles, Dr. Churke is disposed to re- 
gard them as. all derived from one common stock. The 
dress of the women displays considerable taste ; that 
1^ the men in some respects resenddes the dress of the 
Scotch Highlanders. Among their musieai instruments, 
th^ have the bagpipe and the ^ew*s harp. 

On tiie eastern bank of the Don, which our Tra- 
veler now approached, he found a variety of beautiful 
plants. In the extensive low woods adjacent, nightin- 
gales abound, and a kiild of frog, not known in the 
north of Europe, the croaking of whidi is very like 
the .cry of the old English harrier. Great numben of 
pelicans were also seen on the banks of the river : 
vast flights of this bird, accompanied by swans, cranes, 
storks, and geese, arrive annually from the Blade Sea 
and ' the Sea oi Aso£, The water-mdon, which is 
cultivated here as an artide of commerce for the 
markets oi Moscow and St. Petersburgh, is jdanted in 
open fields, covering whide acres of land. Just before 
hb arrival within the territory of the Don Cossacks, 
our TraveOer came to a village sitaated in the most 
iHld and open 9t€j^pe$t Steppe is the name given in 
the south of Rusda to such plains as, though sus- 
ceptible of odtivation, have never been tilled s they 
aae eoveved with wild plants, and in many respecto 
resemUe the pratnM of America. In winter, their 
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cppearanoe is very bleak ; but in smnmer, tSbey hs¥e 
tke aspect of a wUd, oontinued meadovr, witii hatMig« 
knee-high, and full of flowers. No one odloGts <n* eot^ 
^8 herbage. They are of vast eiElent: tliat tlbafib 
the sea of Asof is more than 400 miles in lefligtK. 
Their elevation is considerable. The soil in generfilli 
good ; always light and sandy. Saline spots and Saft* 
lakes are not nnfrequent in them. One of the moftt 
barren is situated near Astrakan : it is really a desert, 
presenting a boundless surface of arid sand. In a few 
eases they are intersected by rivers, and wherevcar 
^s occurs, t^ere are villages and a numaious popu- 
lation. But some are totaUy destitute of water, and 
are consequently uninhabitable. 

Kasankaia is one of the largest settlements of the 
Dcm Gossadts, and the first within their own territory 
at which Dr. Olarke arrived. Be deacribes dieir ap:. 
pnsnmoe and manners in glowing colours. ^ ^ 
dignified and nurjestio lo<^," he says, '^ his eWated 
brows raid darlc mustaches, his tall hrimet of hbidt 
wotA^ terminattd by a crimson soek^ with- its plume, 
laoed festoon^ andwhitecocksade ; his upright posture^ 
the ease «id elegance of his gait $ give to the Don Gosii 
sack an air of great importance. There is no natiM 
in the -world more neat in regard to dresa ; and'whe^ 
ther Toung or old, it appears to become t^em^aU. ; A 
quiet life seems quite unsuited t^ their dispoaitioii*^ 
they lotterabouti, having then no fimpk)ymeiit to intei 
rest tfasm, and being devote to war, seoned dtai 
tressed by the indolence of peaceL" In no ie^oct»4» 
they resemble the Rusnaus, ezoqit in. profesUng- Urn 
same jreligion and speaking the same hmguagas.^h^ 
are all free, open in their manners, hiispitable^ brave^ 
and deanly. Their cikief ridies consist in their oat«ie 
and their horses : those who live near the Don mtt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



BtJSSIA. 20S 

uimgretut fishers. They cultivate the yine, from 
which they make red and white wine, some ci ez- 
9f^l&at quality. At each sUmHxa (station), there is 
an ataman, or chief, who is elected annually, and to 
wh4»n, while acting officially, the greatest respect is 
paid: at other times, he passes unheeded among 
them. The ataman-genearal is iqipointed by the em- 
peror : formerly his power was very great. 

The territory of the Don Ckwsadcs forms a distinct 
government, 2,976 ge6gra]diical square miles in extent, 
with a population of 318,d00, consequently 107 to 
eadi square mile. They pay no taxes, but furnish a 
certain quota of troops, who are maintained at thdr 
own expanse, except when they pass the frontiers of 
Russia. .There are various tribes of Cossacks besides 
the CoBsadcs of the Don: the most nitmerous and 
celebrated are, the Malo.&ussian Cossadu, or Gossadu 
of the Ukraine, the Cossacks of the Bladk Sea,.of the 
Volga, of Orebenskoy, of Orenburgh, of the Ural 
ooouutains, and of Siberia. The history of the Cos- 
sacks. is involved in some obscurity: it is certain, 
however, that 90© years ago, they were r^vesettted by 
the Bysantine historians as a distinct peo^e. The 
most probable, accpunt is, that they are a Slavonic race 
who originally inhabited the country near Caucasus, 
and who, owing to oircamstanoes which are very 
obeoarely and variously related, migrated to the «^s- 
trict at present inhabited by the Don Cossacks. Be- 
£0ve the middle of the tenth century, they had certainly 
Madked the frontiers ot Poland. From the vicinity 
«f the Don, they emigrated or were transplanted by 
the Russiim svrareigns to the different coimtries from 
whidi they receive their respective appeUations. The 
itiost powerful detachment from the originsd hive, is 
established on the shores of the Caspian, having left the 
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Dan at the hef^nidag of tiie fifteen^ oentnyy. Am^ 
ther BunMrous detaohmeat mardied towards iht emt 
in tlie following century, CFossed the Ural xnoiiBtfttec» 
and discovered and oonqu^^ Siberia. ' ' '' 

From K«MHi"lg»tws ^* Clarke proceeded to th«i« 
capitaL The route lay for the most part across exten- 
sive and barren steppes, wha« dromedaries were mtM 
foeding, '^ the sole tmiants of these wild pastures**^ 
Inuimierable wild animals, however, of a snudler race, 
inhabit these immense plains. One which particolaiiy 
arrested our Travdler*8 attention, called by the natives 
suroke (iHob nrotemifs bobac of zoologists), is the size 
of a badger, resemUes the bear in its manner and ap- 
pearance, burrows under ground to a great ^^ent, 
devours almost ev^ry thing it finds, and is in a 
state of torpor half the year. These ammals are eften 
kept tame ; but even thtaa. they retire for six months 
to their h<des, from whi<^ no enticement can draw 
them forth. They will sit upright and beg for bnai 
and herbs, of which they are very fwid; They make 
a vary hmd whistling noise on the slightest alanni On 
these stei^pes, a little animal called nuUcy supposed to 
be the mus oitillut of Buffon, is also very oommim: 
its noise is like that of the suroke^ but it Is nspGh. 
smaller. It constructs under ground an ingenioos 
habitation, impervious to moisture, in one part of 
which it deposits every morning and evening its food, 
com, nx>ts, or herbage. To this it. retires cm th» 
approach of winter, closing the entnmce with sand; 
In order to catch it, water, to which it has a grealr 
antipathy, is poured into its burrows: its gceateftt' 
enemy is the ffdeon. Wolves and bears are tito 
common, and a quadruped called birt^t, '^ something 
like a wolf, very ferodous, and daring enough la 
attack men." 
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l%e town <^ Axay, the next place of importanee 
wtdch Dr. Claike reached, is situated ob ^le Don ; it 
is »«ett]ement of the Cosracks of Tcheikask, and l&e 
residence of an ataman. The river is here hroad and 
n^ld,- extending towards flat and dreary marshes on 
the^Aoatie side. This was the period of its annoal 
inimdation. In many respects it resembles the Nile. 
Both have the same regular annual inundations, 
spreading over a great extent of territory, the w^aters 
retiring in July or August. The same aquatic 
plants are found ia both, and the same sorts of flietf 
and other insects att^id the retiring of the waters. 
The manner of their entering the sea by several 
mouths, forming small islands, is also the same ; and, 
finally, aa the one divides Africa from Asia, so, the 
other forms a boundary of Asia and Europe. The Don 
rises near Tula : its whole coarse is about 606 miles. 
Betow Voronetz, it is from 600 to 1,200 yards broad, 
and, £rom the mid^e of April to the end of June, siif. 
fidsntly deep for ships of burden, l^ere aire a great' 
many shallows in it; and during the remainder of 
the year, thore is not above eighteen im^es of water 
ovevtbem. In the spring floods, it rises from sii^een 
to :«ghieen f eet ; the cunf«nt is then ve^ rapid. 
About twenty miles below Voronetz-,' <dose to 'the 
river, fossil dephant bones, 'skililar to those found 
in Siberia, were discovered by Gmelen; they lie' in 
thegreadest disorder, some of thmn not mineralised, 
but in a state of partial d^oottiposition. The antiqui-' 
ties of this river desepve a much more particular in- 
▼estlgation than they have hitherto received. Dr. 
Clarke is disposed to tiiink, that ancient history some-' 
"What corroborates the traditicm of the couxi^, that 
Alexander the €^reat passed the Don, and built a city, 
200 miles above Tcherkask, where the best Don wine 
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ig now made. The bMts on this rhrer are mere 
canoes scooped from a single tree, navigated with a 
single paddle: s(»netime8 two aie fastened together k^ 
planks laid across. No river affords a greater wamAm 
and variety of fish, aipong which are eraw^shrefosl 
in size to our lobsters ; the beluga, here sddom iMse 
than twelve feet long ; the common sturgeon, sterisl, 
trout, pike, and the water tortoise. 

Dr. Clarke embarked at Azay for Tcherkask, stto. 
ated on the right bank of the Don, surrounded by a 
small river, and in a very marshy, unhealthy situiti s« i 
the lower st^iry of the houses being every year in- 
undated. It is described as '^ somewhat resembfag 
Venice;" not, however, in aze or grandeur, but 
merely in its situation, and in the passage from hoose 
to house by means of boats. When Dr. Clarice visited 
it, it contained about 15,000 inhabitants, and taM' 
bited a good deal oi activity and industry : at preset 
its inhabitants do not exceed 2,000. In eonsequenoa 
of its unhealthy situation, and the annual loss of hvcs 
by the inundations, the Russian Government reeohned, 
in lao?) to build a new town, and transport tibe in- 
habitants thithtf • New Tcherkask is situated on a 
hiU, on the right bank of a river that faJOi into the 
Don, fifteen or sixteen versts from the M tomu 
Dr. Lyall remarks, that it ought to have beesn.bnit 
on the banks of the Don itself, as the river <m wbiek 
it stands is not navigable ( but the infiuimfin cl Ike 
qelebrated Platoff, the atamao/igeneral of the Dm 
Cossacks, decided its situaticm. In 1833, the numter 
of its inhabitants was estimated by Dr. Lyatt at Smm 
5,000 to 6,000. 

Having returned to Axay, Dr. Ch^ke proceeded te 
descend the Don, and had a ^^ ddighilul sail" to 
Nakhtfthivan, an Armenian cokmy from the Crimea, 
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•stttblislKd aboat twenty years before his arrival, and 
already in a y«y floorishing state. The bazar conj 
tained about 400 shops. *'*' As we approached the 
Anacniui settlement," he says, ^' we beheld Tfttars^ 
Turks, Chreeks, Cossacks, Ri^siahs, Italians, Cal- 
madcs, and Armenians ; these, together with our 
JBng^ish party, formed a reiMresentation of the costume 
of nine different nations within ^e eompass of a 
^prarter of an English mile. The Titars were fish- 
ing in the river, or driving cattle towards the tbwu ; 
the. Turks were smoking in their coffee-houses; the 
Greeks, a bustling race, were walking abotit, telling Hes^ 
and bartering merchandise ; the Cossacks were scam- 
pering in all directions on hcnrseback ; the Russians, as 
p^ice-officers, were scratching their heads ; the Ita- 
lians appeared as Veiietian and Neapiditan sailors ; 
the Calmucks jabbering with each other ;• the Arme<- 
idans, both men and women, airing in droekies ; and 
the English staring at them all. Towards the Don, 
and especially towards its embouchure, Tatars are 
found in great numbers \ and this race of men appears, 
in journeying hence westward, the whole way to- 
waards the Dniepier, in all the towns by the Sea of 
Afisof, and in the Crimea, and throughout the dreary 
pkdiis lying te the north of that peninisula. 
* ^* Nakhtshivan offers an example of t^t enterprising 
commercial spirit which is characteristic of Armenian 
merchants. They are not naturally a lively race of 
nen^ The Armenians are almost as grave as the 
Turks, and they have all the boorishtiess of Dutch. 
%en, insomuch that this is a common saying with 
European merchants in Constantinople, * A sportive 
Altuenian is as awkward ha a dandng bear.' Yet, 
instigated by commercial speculations, these men tra- 
verse all countries, and overcome suprising obstacles ; 
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frequently making journeys to In^a 'and to tiie noet 
diitant regions of the ear^. Their oommodttieit'and 
their manufactures, as far as we were oubled to^jbdgls 
of them, a^ieared to be Turidsh, and of a nature tb 
find a ready sale in Axay and in Tcherkaak. Tliey 
supply all the fairs of the neighbouring prorinoet; 
and these fairs vSord the most extraordinary sigMh 
in Europe, because they are attended by persons firom 
almost every nation. There is scarcely a nation, civtw 
Used or barbarous, which. has not its r^^resentatite-stt 
the fairs which are held altmg the Sea of Azof, and 
upon the Don ; but particularly at the great foir of 
Nakhtshivan. 

, *'*' Other Armenian settlements, belonging to die 
same district of Rastof, are in the nd^bourhood, and 
aU of them in a flourishing state. The Armenians 
are much respected in the country ; their industiy, 
their sobriety, and their general moral conduct, r^ter 
them a most important acquisition to the RusraA 
empire. Their whole population, however, induing 
persons of both sexes, and all the Armenian sei^te- 
ments in the district, does not amount to 8,000." 

The fortress pf St. Demetry Rastof, where the go- ^ 
vemor both of Azioi and Taganrog resides, is about a 
mile lower down the river. It was found in a state 
of deplorable neglect. Azof is a wretched and insig- 
nificant village, built on a high ridge, at the fewer 
extremity of which is situated the fortress, if such it 
can be called : the works are in decay, and are con- 
manded by the adjacent heights. ^^ The meanest 
village in Kamschatka," Dr. Clarke says, *'*' miglil 
dispute with Azof a title to notice." To reach Ta^ 
ganrog, which may be seen across the water, it is 
necessary to re-ascend a part of the river, and to pre- 
eeed towards the sea by one of the mouths nearer to 
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Taganrog than that on which Axof is situated. With 
some difficulty, arising from boisterous weather, Dr. 
Claris reached that branch of the river : the tide and 
<iu]T|Bat then carried them rapidly downward into 
the celebrated Paltu Maotisy which receives the 
voters of the Don from its thirteen moulds. ^* A 
jpemarkable phenomenon occurs during violent easterly 
winds : the sea retires in. so singular a manner, that 
the people of Taganrog are able to effect a passage 
4ipon dry land to the opposite coasts, a distance of 
Awenty versts (neariy fourteen miles) ; but, when the 
wind changes, (and this it does sometimes very sud. 
denly,) the waters return with such rapidity to didr 
.wonted bed, that many lives are lost. The east wind 
x>ften sets in with great vehemence, and continues for 
jbeveral weeks ; they have also frequent gales from the 
west, but very rarely a wind due north ; and hardly 
ever an instance occurs of its blowing from the south. 
This has been attributed to the mountainous ridge of 
Cancasua intercepting winds from that quarter.'* 

Taganrog is situated on a diff, commanding an eso. 
tensive prospect of the Sea of Azof, in lat. 47^ 12^ N., 
And long. M"* 39^ £. It was founded by Peter the 
Oreat soon after he took Azof, and it is said, that he 
intended it for the metropdUs of the empire. He di»- 
plf^red little judgement in the selection of the site. The 
sea near it is so shallow, that vessels drawing eight or 
ten feet water, cannot approach nearer it than ten 
niles. Within a short time after its foundation, it is 
laid to have contained 70,000 inhabitants, but in I7II, 
by & treaty between Turkey and Russia, it was rased 
te the ground. In. 1774, having been definitively 
given up to the latter power, it began to revive. At 
peesent, its population is estimated at 9 or 10,000, and 
at 12,000 during smnmer, when the ships arrive. Its 
n2 
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inhabitants are a motley race, Ruiaians, TAtatrs, 
Oredu, Germann, Italians, Frensh, and English. -He 
place in the south of Russia would be better sitast^ 
for commerce, were it not for the want of watev, and 
that only during three months in the year the eevis 
open and safe. While the conmiereial season ksti, 
however, trade is active and lucratiye. The pradoie 
of Siberia, of Astrakan, &c, is brought here as-to aa 
entrep6t ; the former down the Don, the latter by 
caravans. As soon as the first ships make theiriq^- 
pearance from the Black Sea, these caravans begin to 
arrive, and in a short time, 6,000 waggons frequent 
cover the plains below the town, about half of them 
from the Ukraine. The number of vessels is gene- 
rally from 6 to 700 : one-half small craft &om Trebi- 
sond and Sinope, with marmalade, raisins, At^ 
used in the distilleries. From the Archipelago, wine 
of a poor kind is brought, also used in the^istillefws. 
There are few Russian traders. French wine, German 
and English cloth are brought in Ragnsan, Austrkm, 
and Maltese vessels. The principal exports are, caviare, 
butter, leather, tallow, com, fur, canvass of bad quality, 
linen, wool, hemp, and iron. There are diree fiurt in 
the year; the second, which is the principal, is held 
on the 10th of August. Dr. LyaH^ who travelled from 
New Tdierkask to Taganrog, represents die inter- 
vening country as hiHy, with signs of culttvation, 
plantations, and corn-fields in the vicinity of the laMer 
town. Several thousand cattle feed on the sttffa 
which lie dose to it : they are here of ezeellent aoil, 
not only affording good pasture, but producing iMge 
oaks, crab-trees, and the plant from which the ^NHiish 
liquorice is made. Dr. Clarice was much strode with 
the great variety of nations observable among the in- 
habitants : to their credit, he states, that they w«v 
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not more remarkable in the exhibition of tkeir various 
eDstuine than for the iKumouy and friendship which 
prevailed amongst them. Each exercises his peculiar 
'•mode of worship, and follows his own customs. Fifteen 
nations were distinctly noticed by him; Russians, 
^jneeks, Armenians, Nagay TAtars, Calmudw, Cos- 
..anoks, Germans, P(^, French, English, Turks, Ita- 
tlians, Malo- Russians, Prussians, and Hungarians. 
The Greeks compose nearly two-thirds of the p<qpula- 
tion. In the year 1820, they had quarjreled with the 
governor : the consequence of this quarrel, still exist- 
ing when Dr. Lyall was there in 1822, was, that 
Taganrog was in a state of inactivity. 

The ancient Greeks carried on an extensive and 
regular commerce in the Euxine and Palus Maeotis ; a 
circumstance which led Dr. Clarke. to expect lo find 
cm these shores some antiquarian remains worthy of 
notice : he could not, however, hear of any. Tumuli j 
indeed, abound on all the steppes; and in one of these 
had been discovered an arched vault shaped like an 
oven, '' constructed of very. large square bricks, and 
paved in a style of most exquisite workmanship with 
the same materials.'* Vaulted sepulchres have been 
found in other tumuli ; and these, in the opinion of 
our Traveller, " render trivial the notions recently 
entertained and published respecting the antiquity of 
arches. The iumuH in which such appearances have 
been discovered, cannot be considered as of later date 
than die age of Alexander; and perhaps they are 
much more ancient." The question does not relate, 
however, to the antiquity of the form of the arch, 
whidi maybe observed in many ancient structures, 
but to the aoqusuntance of the ancients with the prtn- 
eiph of the arch. Such vague expressions as " arched 
vaulu," especially when used on the strength of hear- 
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say iiif(innation, prove nothing. It will remain for 
future travellers to ascertain the fact which the learned 
Traveller so hastily assumes. 

From Taganrog, Dr. Garke crossed the Sea ^ 
Azof to Chumburskaia, on the Asiatic side. This sei^ 
surrounded on all sides by Russian territory, is uniti9d 
to the Black Sea by , the Cimmerian Bo^horuss' its 
greatest length, not including the bay of Taganrog, if 
200 versts ; its greatest breadth 160. Several eoDsi* 
derable rivers besides the Don fall into it ; of these, 
the most celebrated is the Cuban. From November 
to March, it is frozen, and navigation is scMom safe 
earlier than April. From this month to Midsummer, 
a south-west wind prevails, whidi increases the depth 
of the water. In Autumn, when this ceases, its 
greatest depth is seldom more than fourteen feet 
The inhabitants maintain that its waters annually 
diminish. 

FROM TULA TO CHERSON. 

We must now go back to Tula, near which plaee 
the routes of Dr. Clarke and Dr. Lyall separated, in 
order to accompany the latter Traveller in his jouniey 
by way of Orel, Kiev, and Odessa, to Gherson. 

The first place of note at which Dr. LyaH arrived 
after leaving Tula, bears the truly Russian name of 
Mtsemk : it is the chief town of one of the districts el. 
the government of Orel, situated on a plain, but wr« 
rounded by hills, on two small rivers, branches o£ the 
Oka. The adjacent country is rich in meadowa and 
corn-fields, but not in wood. The principal commeceei 
carried on by means of the Oka, consists in com and 
hemp : the population is di£ferently stated from 3,500 
to 5,000. The town presents an imposing display of 
churches and monasteries gaudily painted, with gilded 
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domes ; but the houses are mostly of wood. A fertile 
tinet of country extends to Orel, the chief town of 
the government of the same name, situated at the 
confluence of the Oka and the Orlik. Most of the 
konses here, too, are of wood, but the churches are of 
Btone and numerous ; the population is about 15,000. 
** Tlie soil all around Orel is black, and yields most 
abundant crops. This town may be reckoned the 
emporium of commerce between Russia, Little Russia, ' 
and the Crimea, and at the same time the depot of 
com, both of its own and the adjacent fertile govern- 
ments. The principal articles of commerce are, 
com, hemp, tallow, butter, bristles, leather, honey, 
wax, doth, homed cattle : these are chiefly brought 
to Orel from the southern provinces, . and wine from 
Idttle Russia, the Crimea, and the Don. This town 
may, indeed, be regarded as a depot for these commo- 
dities ; i^henco, by the Oka, they are sent to St. Pe- 
tersburgh. One hundred and ninety.-flve versts and 
a half from Orel, a wooden pillar indicates to the 
traveller that he has entered the Ukraine and the 
government of Tchemigoff. Dr. Lyall was immedi- 
ately stmck, as Dr. Clarke had been, with the contrast 
between the Russians and the Malo- Russians : it 
seemed, he remarks, as if he had been transported 
into a new country. '^ The houses, unlike those of 
Russia Proper, which present their gables, front the 
rood ; and their exterior is white-washed. The in- 
terior is separated into kitdien, room, and bed-room, 
even in small houses. The rooms are furnished with 
tables, chairs, and bedsteads of unpainted fir-wood, 
and over the beds we remarked white coverlets. At 
the post-house we found the smotritel (post-peasant) 
and his wife dean and orderly: they were greatly 
surprised at our examination of their house in detail* 
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In a word, here, without and within, iSl had awdBi 
pleasing air of order, neatness, and cleanness.*' As 
he advanced into the Ukraine, further proof of llk^ 
superiority of its inhabitants over those of Russia 
Proper, presented themselves in the neater manner 
of thatching their cottages. In Russia Proper, the 
peasants heap up quantities of straw on their roOA, 
without care or method, and young birdi-trees are 
then laid over it in all directions : the consequence is, 
that, on a stOTmy night, whole villages are unroofed ; 
hut still they obstinately pursue the same method* 
The Little Russians, on the ocmtrary, di^lay some 
art and care in the thatching of their cottages. 

The first town in Little Rus^a is Nejin, seventy- 
four versts S.£. of Tchemigoff, on the left bank of 
the Oster. It contains above 1,000 houses, two con- 
vents, sixteen churches, and a ^^ splendid g^ymnasium." 
The houses are mostly of stone, or of wood covered 
with day instead of plaster, stuck over widi smaU pieces 
of brick, and whitewashed. The principal street, 
contrary to what is generally the case in Russia, is 
narrow, and has quite a European appearance, bong 
lined with shc^, and crowded with peo|^e. Large 
gardens are intermixed with all the streets. The 
population, which Dr. Lyall estimates at 12,000, (a 
large number for 1,000 houses,) consists of Russians, 
Cossacks, Gk^eks, and Armenians. The merdiants 
carry on a considerable traffic with Turkey, P<dand, 
and Silesia. From Nejin to Nosovka, the road passes 
through enormous corn-fields and pasture lands, ioi 
termixed with wood ; sometimes with ditches on eadi 
side, and sometimes lined with rows of wiBows. 
Rivulets, marshes, and swamps abound here, as in 
most parts of the south of Russia. At Nosovka, 
Dr. Lyall experienced the excellence of the Cossack 
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horses ; four of them flew at full gall<^, with his car- 
riage, from this place to Kozm*!, in forty-five minutes, 
a distance of ten miles. Kozari, as well as Nosovkay 
is a Cossack station. 

At SemipoUd, a mean village, he re-entered the 
hig^ road from St. Fetersburgh to Kiev. To reach 
that city, it was necessary to cross the Dnieper, which 
had not yet returned to its channel after the spring 
flood; he was obliged, therefore, to cross several small 
lakes between islands, with the water up to the horses' 
girths, before he reached the place of embarkation 
upon the river, which he passed on a raft. Before, 
however, we accompany him further, we must return 
to Moscow, in order to pursue the route followed by 
Mr. James from that dty to Kiev. 

FROM MOSCOW TO KIEV. 

It haa abeiidy been mentioned, that Mr. James 
travelled in Russia about twelve months after the 
French invasion. From Moscow he proceeded to 
Smolensko; and though the distance is only 348 
ver»t», the journey occupied six days, owing to the 
exhausted state of the country, the difBiculty of pro- 
enriug either horses or provisi(»i8, and the extreme 
badness ef the roads, consequent on the late ca mp ai gn - 
Boslavle is the next stage. Near this town, Mr. James 
witnessed the manner in which the Russian families 
of distinction travel from St. Fetersburgh or Moscow 
to their residences in [the more distant parta of the 
provinces. " Every native, when on a journey^ 
carries with him his food, a& well as other articles of 
which he mi^ stand in need ; and since it is usual 
with a Russan to take his own bed, even when visit* 
ing at a fiiend^s house, it is noi surprising that he 
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§hmM be wone Airnisked for hk roo^ Henoft, 
neither bed nor board is to be met wilb ; and tbe 
demand for such articles is viewed by the hmdlord'Oif ik 
public-house as something unreasonable.*' Nothing 
can be conceived more indepoident than the ap|Micr« ' 
anoe of a patriarchal family party at halt. The 6KtB ' 
met with near Roslavle, had six carriages, which wtte 
ranged in a row by the road-side. **• At a little dis- 
tance a fire was lighted, round whidi a score of Ao- 
mestics were employed in cooking dinner ; still far- 
ther, under the shade of the trees, the father, with hfa 
children and sevaral ladies, were seated regaHng them- 
selves on the provisions they had luronght; aad'the 
horses, near thirty in number,- were browsing hard 
by/* Near a wretched wooden town, called A^lhi, 
the traveller enters the government of Novogorod 
Sieverskoi. In that town Mr. James first observed 
the houses of Jewish settlers. Whenever he receded 
from any of the larger towns, nearly idl traces of civi- 
lisation and improvement vanished. The country 
presents the appearance of one kurge plain interwded 
with rivers, bogs, and forests. The ajdands are gene- 
rally of a light, sandy soil, exhibiting few signs of 
culture, or even of habitation. '' Nothing oould W 
more strikingly wild,** says Mr. James, *^ than met 
passage over the Ypoote* A raft of trees looMly 
pinned together, was provided for the purpose of 
transport ; a rope made of the bark of trees aervied fat 
its draught. On either bank of the river rose a vast 
forest, not thick and luxuriant, but bared in maasya 
line by the progress of age and decay. Anadsi> iic 
shades were seen the white shirts and black Airo^- 
of the Tatars, as they scampered along in the was* 
tonness of sport, with their horses at full speed ; ikeie 
caravan, just arrived, was ranged on the river sidey 
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ta^ the OBEea were seen megy sow and then^ as tbi 
n^pat offy ftxm^ng into the ttzeam, aad swimmliig 
tg, tbe oi>positei sbore. 

^^, In. a ootmtiy <tf tlus deseriptioii, it cannot be ez^ 
PQ(;|ad that any great progress should ha;fe beeB 
m»4» in t^e arts of dyil life. Mechanical eontrivaneei 
o^aj^y sort do but little to occupy the minds of the 
vil)9genu Their, plough is the same as the rude in.^ 
slTHi^exit represented in £gyp^ui sculpture, or rather, 
that of the Georgies of Virgil ; a wooden hook turned 
downwards, armed with iroa, and sometimes with two 
twigs tied on the back as handles or tillers. Their 
harrows are ump^ ImrcQes, in which the ends of. 
itie tvfigs, being beiU doiwnwards, perform the office 
of teeth, £Qr the land is every where extremely Hght; 
Boftts of one piece, mdely hoUowed from the trunk of 
a tseei, are aoBunon Iwth on the Soz and the tipper 
bank «f the J^ma j and the only skifi" of wori^itianshlp 
whi<^ displayed itself, was in tiie cbrveAvf^n^ Ihat 
oraamcnied the bodi<» of their qsrti ^r til^as, Imd 
iht gableNMds q& tbeh: ho«»cS) whkb ivttd soikiett&ie^ 
▼ery ebh^ratdly decorated. 

^ Tlie inttnor <)f the dw^fa^ was in the same un* 
fimrfied style as iHiat we had bdtote seen s the walls of 
logs were not e^en ^led wi#i plaaks t the mosS that 
calked the interstices, hung out in shreds and patchy, 
nor -was ^ ai^eaianee at all corrospondeiit to the 
degree of attention which seamed to have been be- 
stowed without. The whole family slept in the same 
room, «n mats, m straw, er tftieep-^ddns, and the men 
generally in theixt day-clothes ; but the favourite sta- 
tion, for the night was on the ledge of the stove, or 
kjauka^ whidi is always raised with a few bricks on a 
slope al one «BbreBoity, in order to supply the place of 

PABT II. o 
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a pillow. Where an iBfant child was seen, it wai 
packed with a few clothes on a square canvass fraoae, 
and suspended by strings to a nail in the waU or the 
ceiling : ahom, having a small aperture at the bostooo^ 
and closed at top, was filled with milk, tiliat, heii^ 
suspended over its head, it might indulge itself is 
sucking at pleasure. A sick persim, whom we.oMil 
unfrequently found lying iii bed ii^ this sin^ apart- 
ment of their cottage, seemed to complete the jnctore 
of misery. Rye cakes, or black sour bread of the same 
grain, with a little salt to give it a ^vour, fonned 
their, chief diet ; to this was added cabbage brodi, or 
schiehii thickened with oatmeal, and perhaps a little 
meat. All this is procured at an easy late; and dnriig 
the several periods in which the rites of the Greek chnrdi 
prescribe certain . rules of abstinence, (for these mate- 
rially, diminish the expense of the poor man^s house- 
keeping,) their ordinary meals may be procured at a 
very reasonable price. 

. ^\ The only attempt al manufacture to which I was 
an eye-witness, was the making of oil from linseed, 
the plant being much cultivated in these pftmnoss. 
The stamper .was, a beam o£ wood^ fastened to the 
branch of a tree, forced down by strength of hand, 
and recoiling again by the natural eUsticity of the 
bough ; a simple contrivance enough; but it is worth 
observing, how neaiiy this machine resemUes in struc- 
ture the apparatus e/v&i at this day used in oar 
English oil mills. 

'^ As to the moral effects of dvilisation, such as a 
sense of modesty or ddicacy, this was stiU less to be 
traced in their manners : men, women, and ohildfVB 
were bathing promiscuously on the road-side, and very 
rarely indeed did they betray any wish to 
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-tlieir nakedness on the api$roiidi of strangeiv. Tbe 
4ame was the case at Moscow, only that, of the two^ 
the people of the country possessed, perhaps, a greater 
ipidrtion of shamefacedness. They had in general 
l>rOWn, sallow complexions, but not of an unhealthy 
-a|ypeaarance ; nor, except the marks of scrofula, or 
Sometimes the limbs of a' few persons cripjded by the 
winter £rost, did We see any examples of malady or 
suffering. Of the latter, some victims appeared in 
almost every 'place which we passed, from St. Peters- 
burgh downwards." • 

We have inserted this mdiancholy picture of the 
condition of the inhalntants of t^e less wealthy 
.govemmetits, even in the southern part of Russia, 
; where the soil and climate are comparatively favour- 
able, .because we believe it to be drawn by one who 
had excellent importunities of observation, and on 
whom the chai^ of prejudice or exaggeration cannot 
justly be fastened. It is only at a distance from the 
influence of towns, that the. reel condition of a people 
•can be fairly ascertained. Yet even here, destitute as 
'tiie people ai« of all the comforts of life, and with' few 
traces a£ civilisation or imprbvement, there is no 
hamlet, however inconsiderate, that is not provided 
with the imiversal indulgence -of a viiipour4>st]i. '^ In 
some conspicuous spot, one might espy, towards even- 
ing, the wooden hut pouring forth steam from every 
drink and crumy, and generally surrounded wiUi 
semi^udesy with their leafy rods in iheir hands, 
'Joking and sporting widk each other uneonoemed. 
'"^be universal prevalence of the practice of bathing is 
teinarkaUe. Towards the end o{ the week, ike Bx»' 

♦'Jamfi»'» Journal, wy it rt>. 38&-B0. 
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nan peasant oomplaini that his ikin begins to ffcfe^ 
and, whether it be fammer or wmter, hit firat lelntti 
hour, if he possesses bat three copecks, is empkiyed-fid 
the bath.... The heat of the atmoq>here," adds ttff 
James, *' was in this month ( Jnly) very great, theineri 
«ury standing at upwards of 80*^ Fahrenhdt in Af 
shade ; and this sort, therefore, of rapour-wadwig^ 
which is so uniyersal in hot countries, seemed nolli^ 
more than the natural course of things. But to wluC 
can we ascribe its adoption in the northern distriet% 
in Finland, in Ingria, at Archangel, wh&e it Is at 
constancy applied during the eight montha <»l wiaHv, 
as throughout the short period of their ao m sas r ? 
Unable to form a judgement of its medidnal' advan* 
ti^^, it remains cnly to say, that it is not from thi 
physical necessities of a cold climate that it has been 
put in practice. It is not conmion in Swetei or Oi. 
nada, countries nearly parallel in point of latitude, 
and suffering the rigour of seasons equally sevoeu 
But probably, like many other customs of the BaasiaB 
nation, the use of the bath was borrowed ft0m. tie 
habits of their eastern or southern neighbours, and 
thence has been gradually extended by fasMon and 
imitation orer the whole eminre.'* 

As our Trsvidler advanced towi^s Kier, he Hiet 
wadi numerous oaravsms of carts, carrying goods tb 
St; Petersburgh and Riga, and pedestrians, mostly ef 
the lower classes, going on a pilgrimage to Kier. . Tie 
only pUoe of any conseqnenoe he passed thwwghbe fa ri 
he readied that cHy^ is Tcliemigoff, the dnj^totf dt 
the government of that name, — a handsome, neady 
built town on the banks of the Desna. This nP&r^ 
a branch of the Dnieper, passes, in its wkott 
course, through fruitful and wdl-wooded districts : H 
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UmvigBhkiicrSOOvenVi^ as far as Branik, whence 
Iffinriaioiis, timber, and other goods are conveyed to 
Cheraon, and sometimes, by means of the Dnieper, to 
SfttDlensko.* Tchernigoff is an instance of the man. 
nar-in which many of the chief towns and even dis- 
tricu of this empire, have at <me time boon separated 
^pm the (ffown, and subsequently reunited by treaty 
^Auceofarms. Having been granted as an a|»pan«^<? 
Itt <ttie of the fiamUy of the cears, it afterwards passed 
ipto the hands of the kings of Poland, and was given 
np by them, together widi Smdensko and Kiev, in 
1686, as the price of the aodession of Russia to an 
^Uiance betwe^i Pdand and Venice against the Turks. 
Soon after quitting this town, Mr. James came hi 
iHl^t of Kiev. " The Dnieper," he says, " roUed at 
«» feet, a smootii, majestic river, of more than a 
verat in breadth : on its banks was a caravan of T&- 
taw and Russians, listening to the sfanple notes of the 
hmiaimka ; above our heads rose a long range of hills, 
ouivGled with a rich foliage of trees, and crowned with 
Ae gilt jdomes of the sacred city.»» 

KIEV.t 

Raving crosied the Dnieper, and toiled up a iN»ep 
a^nt by a road oovered, as usual, with planks, our 

• 'A plan has been \A contemplation to connect the Desna and the 
Oka* wUdi^HniU betrf very great advantage to the inland navi- 
9tlfli|.cf Runia* M it voaild much fullitate the conveyance of the 
inductions of the Ukraine and LitUe Russia, as well as of those 
wthe Xevant« through the Black Sea. 

'f Thcname of this town has been very variously written, Kiew, 
Ki#v; Kief, Kioff, Kiow, Kimda, Kiovia, dec. Kiev or Kief givea 
^«¥9lpvQQunciatioa,tfaoiighwxtttenKiewbythflRussiaiw. Itia 
^posed to be derived from Kiovi or Ki», i^ Sarmatian word signi- 
fying heights or mountains; and its inhabitants, a Sarmatian tribe, 
vere dMiomiaated KM, or mountaineers. 
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Travdkr had a ftill view of the city^ wlA itecnpdM 
Uaang with grfd; while below it, appeared^ aa an- 
varied plain of intermiiiaWe extent, coveredwith a tWAi 
ibiest, through whidi the Dniq)er, " how dwin^ied: «6 
a ttreunlet, wa» seen winding its silvery path Into 
the horiaon." It seemed a land untoachod hy nia«4 
and as wild as the most uncivilised tracts of Ameriosi 
The situation of Kiev is very commanding: it lil* 
to a great height on the crest of some hills i&moBg a 
kind of natural amphitheatre, overhanging the Dnle- 
per, the banks of which are either broken with weU- 
wooded ravines, or gently descend to the water's e^e. 
Houses, monasteries, and churches crown the sides as 
well as the summits dT these hills, and pcvseat, 
Dr. Lyall says, a taut-eruembh quite enchanting* The 
Tiew of it from the river is particularly picturesque. 
The interior of Kiev, however, as is very often the 
case in Russia, by no means corre^Kmds to thk exte- 
rior splendour. 

This city, the andent capital of the gxeat iakm of 
Russia, and " the cradle of the Russian soverdgnty,** 
stands on the west bank of the Dnieper, in lat. 60^ 27' 
N., and long. SO* 2/ E., at the distance of 878 vcrsts 
from Moscow, and, by the direct road, 1,286 fiwm 
St. Petersburgh. Its catacombs, castle, and arse^ti, 
the antiquity of many of its buildings, espeeiidly of 
one of its churches, and the figure it makes in the 
history of Russia, render it a plaoe sot upintereBkiiig, 
though, as a residence, it has been justly styled ** de- 
testable." Its very early history is involved in 9tme 
obscurity ; it is known, however, to have been a fiaee 
of consequence so eariy as the beginning of the filth 
century, when the Slavi, driven from their setUemeaits 
on the Danube by the Romans, established themselves 
here and at Novogorod. The Slavonic prince ef the 
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latter city tretujlienmsly Reined Kiefv, during an expe- 
ditJon against Constantinople, and ittmiediately madii 
it ihe iseat of the united sovereignty. In 1037, it was 
dtdored ^le capital of all Russia; an honoar whidi it 
continued to enjoy, till, in consequence of its having 
been frecfuently taken and plundered by the Lithua- 
Biaas and TlUiars, the seat of power was transferred to 
Vladimir. After this, it became the prey of the 
fltrongett, being idtemately subject to the Poles, the 
liitkuanians, and the Tatars. In 1686> it was finally 
ceded by the Poles to Russia, and was erected into a 
distinct government on the new division of the empire 
in 1710. In 1782, it was made one of the three go- 
remmenis into which little Russia was divided ; but, 
at the last division, in 1796, it was made the chief 
town of a new government bearing its name, consist- 
ii^ diiefty of territories on the right bank of the 
Dnieper, wtueh had then recently been acquired from 
Poland. 

Kiev is composed of three distinct quarters; the 
Pet^ersk fortress, with its suburb; the old town, 
with its Polish fortifications ; and the Pod<dsk. The 
fortress was built by Peter the Oreat : it is surrounded 
with ditches and high ramparts of earth. The arsenal 
wkhin it, founded by Catherine II., is the finest edi- 
fioe in the dty. The interior of the undeir story is 
particulariy worthy of the travdler's attention : the 
eeiliBg is very lofty, and the whole of l£e immense 
room is occupied with cannons, mortars, ammunition- 
naggODS, uid all sorts of stores and implements ' of 
war, in the best possible order. When Br. Lyall 
visited it, Uiere were also 44,00(^ stand of arms in the 
«ipper story : the whoLe arsenal is capable of containing 
aO,000, or even 100,000. Within the fortress, there 
is also an institution for the male orphans of soldiers ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



914 EirsSIA* 

they are taught rea^ifig, writiag, Iffithinetie^ UMl 
geometry, upon the liMiGMterian plan. Adjominglfib 
fortress is the Petdierskoi monastery, wi<ji ike oolfeS- 
dral of the Assumption, £oimded in 1073, InA n^lA 
has frequently been repaired and altered. It has t^vtfi 
golden domes, and in many re^>ects resembles the eaiML 
dnJ of Mosoow. The dome of the bdfry, whidinriiel 
above the hUl to the height of about 300 feet, sad afeioii% 
the Dnieper to Unt of 686, is reokoBied by the Rosslnb 
a chef-tTceuvre of ardliitecture. Its imder story is ia 
rustic, the seeond is adorned trith 33 I>orie oaloii^ 
tiiie third with 16 of ^e Ionic order, ancl the fmaA 
with 23 Corinthian pilasters, arranged in threes. It 
was built by an Italian. Beliind the monastery are 
the two sacred oarenis or catacombs, stretching to* 
wards the Dnieper^ wi^ a deep ravine between them; 
Oniey were originally inhabited by monks in die de» 
venth century, before the mona^ftery waa buflt, aad 
afterwards were set apart to receive the relics of ss&tfa, 
niartyrs, and holy men. Devotees htn spend hoars, 
days, and wedcft; and to visit them is the grand <ibji tft 
of the numerous pilgrims who ocmie to Kier from aft 
parts of Ru^a. Mr. James ^ns deaeribea hta ^Wt 
to them: '^ We descended a long staircase m» ramp^^d 
the moul^ of the sacred catacomb, bemg Ibnaed-ittta 
a regular procession, and each bare-headad, earrytng a 
lighted taper in his hand. It is a labyrin^ miaad 
in the solid rodt, oonsiBting of walks, dMantes^ 
branches, &c., ascending and descending ler ihm*ii^ 
tance of several hundred yards ; die pasu^e atMoAsfae 
fiset wide, and coved at the top ; its aides neatly pka^ 
tered, and stained with a black wash ; tiie flaot^g 
laid with iron plates about a liMt s^iaoe. Tfaaxsi 
mains of seventy-three saints, or pr^nittva CSiristiaBS 
of Russia, the (Ejects of veneratiMi^ are dieposited in 
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mmkawkr nich^fl^'tliat oocur at iot^rvali aa the pas^ 
M^p0u The bodies are wrapped round and bandaged 
with ftwathings of silk, after the fashion of mum-* 
^6% though no part, not even the face, is left visiblab 
^HThmtwas within, I know not; but ^ey were scat* 
.$ered over, with pieces of money, the offerings of de^ 
v«tees. The coffins, which are always left open, are 
4Kf an oUong square figure, decreasing in breadth firom 
the head downwards, adorned in the interior with 
Bowers of gold painted <m a red ground. These per. 
linages ware the same who once found an asylum 
hare, at a day when the unsettled nature of the 
timea rendered th^n liable to perpetual persecutions 
dtHToad.'* Dr. LyaU states, that the names of the 
saints are placed over the cells or on the tombs : their 
munber is about 150. Among them, besides arch. 
bishops, m<mks, princes, Ac, there are bakers of br^ 
foF consecration, wa|Br.makei», image-painters, gravje- 
diggers, and the. twelve masons who built the cathe- 
dral. Here also are shewn ^' a great numbw of odo^ 
riferou* headg^ and one of the children murdered by 
Herod's orders." In the cathedral is preserved the 
head of the Great Puke Vladimir. The whole of this 
■nbtenranean necropolis is formed with more care; and 
scgulfurity than. the catacombs o^ Rome and Naples^ 
^^.On our. return to the realms of day,'* continues 
Mr. Jamesy '^ we he»rd the chant of mass sounding 
firomthe ehuzdi of the nuHiaatery, and thither we in^ 
atanUy r^airad* The people whom we £cmnd as8em<* 
Uedi, ceeapletely filled ev^ry pairt of the area : it, was a 
herd of pilgrims, habited in id\, the various oostumes 
of the southern jNrovinoes of the empire, some of them 
being said to have made a Journey on foot of l^6QQ 
vwsts, in order to discharge their vows at Kiev ; and 
indeed, their lank, worn looks and tottered garments 
o2 
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seemed, in many inBtances, to betpeak the toflsmneMte 
of their undertaking. While their demotions detafe 
them here, they are for the most part obliged to Uenbk 
at night, being destitute of money to pay for lodging^ 
and by day, only once, perhaps, receive refrerimiria^ 
at the gratuitous repast whidi is provided, at the eekk 
of the emperor, in the refectory of the monasteff. 
But the enthusiasm, derotion, amd saperstitfon oTa 
Russian, are easily able to surmount all these diffieel- 
ties ; and there is scarcdy a person in the south, either <tf 
diose who have sins to ex^ate, or of those whose qfidet 
and holy life requires some notaUe act to grace its bm^- 
notonous career, but imposes on himself, at one time « 
other, the task of performing this burdensome act of 
over, zealous piety." 

Old Kiev is situated between the division of the 
Fortress and the PoeMsk ; its fortificati<ms are in 
ruins, and there is scarcely one regular street in it. 
Its monasteries and churches, however, are oeldirated 
for their antiquity and peculiar areUtectiHe. The 
diureh of St. Sophie is the oldest in tiie Roasian 
dominions. It was the work of architects who < 
from Constantinople, and is built in some 
after the model of the famous churdi of the i 
name in that dty ; its interior, e^eoially, bearamany 
traces of Byzantine architecture. From the quarter 
of Ae Fortress to the Podolsk, the road leads down a 
very steep hilL The streets in the Podolsk are not 
regular ; the houses are mean ; ^e wooden ^moA 'ii 
the river adjoining it is in a decayed state ; aood aha- 
gether, this division ol Kiev has a desolate appearatne ; 
it is crowded, however, with diurdies andmonasteritt. 
It is partly inundated during the ^ring floods of ^ 
Dnieper. The streets in each division are v«ryiite. 
gular, mostly unpaved, or only Ix^arded over. Tte 
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rattdent population is estimated at about 20,000; 
among wliom are a great many Jews, some Malo- 
Russtans, and a few Poles ; but the majority are 
Russians. The trade of Kiev is extremely dull, con- 
sisting chiefly in the exportation of com and wood to 
thu south, for which salt or money is received in 
eaushange. Within these few years, greater activity 
in, commercial pursuits has prevailed, since the fair 
whieh used to be held at Dubno, has been transferred 
hither. To this fair, the Polish nobles, and all the 
feople of the adjacent country, resort for the sake of 
transacting business, and making leases or transfers 
of land. The merchants also attend with stores of 
provisions for sale, which are purchased for the house- 
holds of the nobles, in the wh<desale way. Sometimes 
the concourse at this fair is. immense. Mr. James 
found the necessaries of life much cheaper here, than 
in any other town in Russia which fell within his 
route; though the inhabitants comphiined, that a 
great augmentation of prices in general had taken place 
during the visit of the Empress Cathierine, on her 
sootbon tour, and that they had not fallen to their 
former value. 

FROM KIEV TO THE AUSTRIAN FRONTIER. 

At Kiev, the routes of Dr. Lyall and Mr. James 
agaiix separate. We shall at present aooompany the 
latter to the frontiers of Austrian Poland. On enter- 
Ai^ Russian Poland, every houise seemed to be inha- 
bited by Jews, who here carry on almost every pro- 
lusion and trade: millers, farmers, white-s miths , 
saddlers, drivers, ostlers, &c, all were Jews. Their 
lelative numbers, however, were not so great as, from 
their constantly s^pearing in the streets, they seemed 
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t<o be. Out of a populs^n <tf §,00(^ "wimk Z^toM^ 
the first towa in Volhynia wfaidi Mr. James entered^ 
' emtains, not more than one-third are Jews ; tboogk; 
judging from the crowdt oi them erery where seen lA 
Ibe streets, he would have imagined the rererM to'b* 
^e fact. Hewas much struck with the beaotyoC-lUi 
i«ee of people: thdr countenance does not, he says, HI 
all resemble what is called in England, a Jewish tarn 
of features. '^ The wom^i are remarkably handaoaM^ 
their persons large and fiiU^made; their faces veif 
tegularly formed; with l^Btk. eyea and hair, set off 
K^lh ddicate comidexioiiB oi white and red. The 
inen are taU and straight, but rather of a spare haJbit; 
their features small, and very much fsshioaied Idee 
that meek and placid countenaoioe which the Itallia 
painters have invanably given to the {oeture of oar 
Saviour. This peculiar style of visage was, howeFsr, 
gradually lost as we apjwoodied nearer to the oonfinss 
ef GuBTEE^my ; nor did it any where aeeas » prevatent 
as in this provinoe (Velkyma)." 

Travellers in Russia during the sosamar mentin, 
are mudi MUioyed by musquitoes ; and frtm tiie tisBS 
that Mr. James left Moscow, till he passed te 
Dnieper at Kiev, he had been tormented by them. 
Immediately after passing that river, they becaBos 
less numerous and troublesome, and after a few stages, 
disappeared altogetiier. It is difficult to .aocount lor 
their disappsasance, as the district he was^tcavisniag, 
was in general an uncleared tract of bog and wesi^ 
odubitiBg no trace of man, except heoe and these, 
under a tree, the mark of some .piccedii^ travellsv^ 
fire. Caravanserai,, attached to. ihd xaiaerable bKt»<f 
the post-masters, and capable of receiving all dieeaflti 
and horses of a large company, supplied tiiem whh 
fisssh horses. S<nne malicious wit once remarked, 
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that h» wai oertalahe had reached « civilised dis^ricl, 
because he law a gallows : Mr. James makes a similar 
imaaifc. ^^ Among the first symptoms of the worits 
of mauy we observed the crosses that are erected at 
the jtmction of the bye-roads, and in other qMts, said 
to he where murders had been committed ; they were 
adorned, in the true popish taste, with iike pincers. 
Mils, imd sponge, and rade inscriptaoa and ladder ; 
tekena that were to be recognised as significant of a 
^ange at least in the form^ of the superstitkms of the 
people whom we were about to visit.*' 

The wild and uncultivated district of Vdhynia 
pacseetes a ca|ntal quite in character with it, called 
iNbvcgorod ; it consists of a castle and a few scatteivd 
oettages. The contrast, in several respects, betwe^ 
the Polish and the Russian peasants, was striking, and 
much in favour of the former. The women, whmn 
Mr.. James had an opportuntty of seeiag in their best 
attire at a BMurriage feast, were dtfessed in white 
chemises, withpetticoatt of bhie^ ed^od with b<M>ders 
pf red, the favourite national oohmrs of P^nd $ their 
hair was adorned wi^ large wreaths of flowers, and a 
great number of ribbons, blue and red, hung down 
th^r backs. The dress of the men was not qiiite so 
gffy, but ikeir dean-shaved chins pointed them out as 
a distinct people from the Russians. Other ciroOm- 
stanees, abo^ bore die marks of a mew country. In 
Russia, the dappers of six or ei^t bells are tied to 
one rope, and thus they are all rung together ; whereas 
Mr. James was agreeably surprised to hear at Novo- 
gatod the chime of bells ; and the sound of the ofgan 
l^imig^t ^ feelings and associations still nearer and 
doser to bis native country. '* It may seem extra- 
«dimry,'» he says, " to indulge sudi sentiments when 
on the point of taking leave of any country ; but there 
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is something so rev<Ating in the mmmen and oondiHt 
of the lower dasses of the Russians, with whom u 
traTdler is chiefly concerned on the road, that I tsemJ 
fees, the feeling one experiences towards them is 8ome4 
thing more than that of unmixed pity ; and I hdiere; 
there are few persons who do not oongratulste thens* 
selyes on passing the Russian frontier.'* 

Not far distant from the capital of Volhynia, is held 
the great annual fair of Berditdief, which is attended 
by all the Polish seigneurs for many miles round : 
they bring their families, and remain encamped for 
upwaids of three weeks. The diief sale is for horses ; 
and some years, upwards of 40,000 are sold. At 
Ostrog, " a Jewish town," the next stage towards the 
Austrian frontier, the face of the country preseetB 
some appearance cf fertility, in a few meadows, and 
lands cleared from wood and sown with com; the 
hoasM also an more numerous and of h better con- 
struction, the inns ea^cellent. Multitudes of Jews 
here present themselyee, offering every thing for 
money, even, the services of their wives and daughters. 
Soon after, passing through Dubno, which has fallen 
into decay, in consequence of the removal of its foir 
'to Kiev, Mr. James passed the Russian frontier, and 
arrived at Brody, the first town in Austrian Poland. 

We shall now return to Kiev, and noeontpaBy 
Dr. Lyall in his route by Odessa to Chenoa. 

PROM KIEV TO CHERSON. 

For the first thhty.five versts aftar leaving Kier, 
the soil is of more various qtiality than is common in 
this part of Russia, being at first sandy, then tJa y^, 
whidi is succeeded by a deep and rich loam. Clivf is 
▼«*y rare in any part of Russia: indeed, it is a kind of 
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goii much more abmdant in Britain than in any dis- 
trict of the Continent. As our Traveller advanced 
tenrards the Son^, the roads heoame better, and pas- ' 
torn, eom-fields, woods, and small lakes presented 
th^msdves in suooession. Dr. Lyall was mudi struck 
with a proof of the in^perfection of Russian husbandry 
in this part of hift route : six oxen and three persons 
lure em^oyed for each plough. Jews form a large 
proportion of the peculation, and, as usual, mcmopolise 
sH trades and handicrafts ; hut every where, except 
at Kiev, they exhibited a picture of great degradation 
and wretchedaess. Complaints wore every where 
heard of their impostures and monopolies; and to 
this caose Dr. LyaU is disposed to attribute the impe- 
nid nkase^ dated August 29, 1824, by which, '« adl 
JewBi who are not physicians or established merchants, 
are ocd«red to renounce, by the year lttS6, the petty 
oommeroe they have hitherto carried on, and to 
retam to the occupation of their ancestors ; that is 
to say, to tillage. For this purpose, the Oovemmoit 
win assign them lands in the temperate climate of 
European Russia, provide diem with every thing ne- 
oessary to oommenoe their agricultural pursuits, and 
femnd ^em new settlements ; besides, it will exempt 
them from taxes for dome years, if they oonforih to the 
4mpieaie will of his majesty. On the other hand, 
they have no alternative exo^ to quit Russia and 
Pdand.*' A singular practice prevails among the 
Jews of the South of Russia. Strings attached to poles 
and stretched across the street, are put up, as a sign 
that) free interooorse may be carried on among them ; 
but when they are removed, <m the Sabbath for in- 
stance, no Jew, in case he quits his house, can carry 
•any tluing loose about his person, not even his snuff. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



339 EUS6IA* 

hMt or liaiidlierdi]«f. Hie anihnitf for tlut 
CVBtom is said to be derived from ihe TalmiitL • .^^i 
The *'^ paltry and miserable town" oi ISvma^' 
iitnated on a river <tf the same name^ 302 T«nts iwmn 
Kier, was fcHnnerly a place of some importanoe m^bi$' 
wars with the T&tars. Near it is the oelebmted i«si» 
deii^ of the Countess P<^ots)u>i, called Sophievka,.** 
a woody dell, in the midst of an almost unbousided flat. 
ooontry, li^d out^ at an aiormous expense, in gacdeasf 
wi^ terraoes, oB^cades, temples, and statues* Star. 
IiyaU was disi^pointed at the sig^t of this Slavoiue 
paradise, but ewns, that, nevertheless, Sopbii^rka is 
^' a chaining spot." The neact place of any intenst 
is Vesneaensk, which lies on the Bog, and is the^luef 
piUoe of the Cossacks of the Bog. This riyw, whidi 
falls into the estuary of the Dniepw, not iar. isom its 
mouth, ift navigable for laige vessels 160 vasts upi 
beyond this, for 300 or 400 versts, it is full of cataracts. 
The Cossacks of the Bog. are a warlike tribe, num^ 
bering £ram 6 to 7^000 ; they have the same miMtary 
constitution as the Cossacks of the Don. Their capittd 
is one of the largest of the southern military colonisB. 
Here Dr. iiyall had an opportunity of seeing the iio* 
mediate chimge produced by this system of oolenoa* 
tion. '' It now contains a number of r^^ular and 
wide streets; almost all the old buildings have been 
repaired and whitewashed. A tenqtorary wooden 
riding-school ; a fine, large, new, stone riding-^diOQl ^ 
a school (or the cant&nistSy or young soldiers, con- 
ducted upon the Lancasterian system; another £w 
the female children, under the direction of the CoaB» 
tess de Witt, whose husband is occupied in annngi% 
the colony; military stores and magazines; and 
numerous houses for the officers who reside hece;" 
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• Vnm thii tonkm to OdeMa, a distanoe of 125 vents^ 
tiia^xmiitiy poflMMM little interest, being moMly l^fid, 
witk f^ villages. The nearer, howerer, tke traveUer 
afi^ieaches that jdaee, the more decided and numerous 
aM the marks of coltivatiim and population. Odessaf 
ia eicaated between the months of the Dniester and 
the Dnieper, at the south-west cmrner of the Bsy 
of AdBehai,intheBladL6ea. ItstandSon adediWty 
in the niidst of eztoisiTe and prodnotire |dains ; and 
ia in the gov e r nm ent of (Person. The streets are 
regnlar and straight, and in general intersect each 
odier at right angles ; some are very long, a few are 
lined with trees, but all are nbpaved. In many, ito 
hovaes are contignoos; in others, intemdaed wttli 

* The grand feature of this system of military colonisation, Dr. 
Lysfl destribes to be, ''the otgaaisStioii at wa immense army 
fbon aaieag tile eimm peasants, who are to be employied ia affdcnl- 
tvre in time of peaoe« and to form nearly the whole of the land 
force of the empire in time of war; in foct, during peace, to have 
a resident, self-supporting, agricultural anny, or one, at least, 
ivUeh wffl oail Ibe crown Bttieezocpt their anni." Inollietfwncds^ ^ 
amiiitia. Bat, in fiKt* <« the economy of the system^" it has beea 
remarked, " amounts only to an odious method of augmmting rents, 
and of taking them in kind. When employecl, these colonists are 
tobepaidmceoflKTSoldlnB} aad when donnant, they aflbid only 
the wmeUBsotgst fog recruiting aa the wfaote Russian empiwi witii 
the sole advantage of previous military discipline, which is far 
more cheaply taught to a landwehr, or a local militia.** 

t The hitltude of this town is variously sUted. Dr. Clarke says, 
thkthithebest, andahnostdieonlydiartsof theBbidtSea,whidi 
acethose printed at FWte, it is pUkxd at least ST' out of ito poeitioa 
towards the North. In Norris's <* Seaman's DaUy Assistant," its 
latitude is given 4^ SSf ; but, hi the *' Connoissance des Tems," iU 
latitude Is 4flo 29* 30* J and as this Uititude was ascertained by aatro- 
nomlcal obaervaticms, we may legaid it as ■c cma te ly oonrect. Its 
longitude, according to the same authority, is aOPiy 29'' East. ' 
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gftrdflBS ; tkey are in general neatf y bi^ of etane^ 
with rooft of wood, or sheets of ihm, gaudily punted; 
The ttone of which they are constructed is the sane 
as tlie rock on which- the town is hoilt, — a aead* 
indurated limestone, esd^biting throngfaout its eaatim 
mass, an assemblage of snudl cockle^dls, perfiect-ia 
their form, but crumbling in the haad, and tinged 
withan oxyd of iron. Odessa contains seven churbbeis 
a theatre, an a&niralty ooort, a ooaUnn-house, a ho^ 
pital, serend inns, a lyoeum, and sdiobis for trade and 
MMTigaticm, and liar the instruction of girls. The air 
is pure and remarkably wholesome ; the bay is good 
and secure ; but itlabours under the want of a navi. 
gable river, and a great scarcity of ^retdi water. The 
harbaor is aqmble of containing 300 vessels. Hie 
oommeroe is ccmsiderable, wHh Fiance, Spain, Italy, 
the LevSDt, Ctermany, and - England. The duef 
articles of importation are wines and liqueurs, cotton 
stuffs, perfumes, shawk, oil, spices, tobacco, ckth, 
porcelain, and paper. Com is the pi^dple articie of 
exportation, together with, latterly, butter, caviare, tal- 
low, hog's lard, ironmongery from Tula, hides, furs, &c. 
About 800 ve^sds arrive annually ; of these, 400 are 
British. The viHages in the neighbourhood produce 
butter and cheese,— rarities in the south of Russia ; 
potatoes are common ; and the melons are remarkably 
tine, the water-melons being nearly equal in flavour to 
those of Syria. Fuel is scarce : weeds gathered on the 
steppes, bundles of weeds, and cow-dung, are used as a 
substitute. This last they stick upon the sides of their 
houses ; a custom, as Dr. Clarke remarikj, practised in 
the isle of Portland, and throughout the whole 
county of Cornwall. Odessa is remarkable for the 
superior flavour of its mutton. 

The history of this place is interesting. Soon alter 
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L vmuk were permitted, by a treaty with the 
Turks^ to lUTigBte the l^ack Sea, they founded Cher. 
MB on the right bank of the Dnieper ; but it was 
•odh. feund,,that it would not answer as the oommerdal 
povt of the Black Sea. The Dnieper, from its cataracts, 
ike shallows below it, and its being fvoeen or blod^ed 
up with iee for half the year, is unfit for oommuni- 
tmidoa with the interior, as well as with the Blade 
Sea ; the ai^ of Cherson, also, is insalubrious. These 
€urvunistanees, theextenidon of the frontiers of Russia 
from the Bog to the Dniester, and the acquisition, by 
the partition of P<dand in 1793, of the y^rovinoes of 
that kingdom nearest the Black Sea, induced the 
E m pres s Catherine to found Odessa in 1796. In 1802, 
the Blade Sea, being freed from the ezdusire dominion 
of the. Turks, became a commoii domain, and the 
oentre of great speculations among the English, the 
Prussians, &e Neapolitakis, the Raguaans, the Dutch, 
and the inhabitants of the I<mian Rqpublia Odessa 
was the port to whidi they all resorted. In 1803, 
280 vessels arriyed from Ckmstantino^ and the 
Mediterranean; an immense quantity of com was ex. 
ported, and it was confidently Indeed to as oapoble of 
afibrding a supply of this artide, in case of a failure 
of the crop in any part of £un^)e. At this time, the 
population was about 7 or 8,000, of idiom scaccely a 
third were females. The Russian Goyemmmit did all 
liiey could to encourage the. commerce of Odessa : the 
most beneficial measure was the i^pointment, by the 
Smpeior Aleaandw, of. ^e Duke de Richelieu to be 
ka gvwemor-generaL This nobleman began his ad- 
ministration by gaining the confidence of the mer- 
chants, and digesting plans as remarkable for their 
soundness as for the rapidity with which they were 
carried into full and advantageous execution. From 
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tlia year 1808, the ^bite oThis appointment, to tlie ytaia^ 
1810, its progress was rapid and ahnost entirdy tm. 
diecked. From 1810 to 1814, its advance was not so 
rapid ; and in the last year, it suffered a g^reat loss by 
the retom of the duke to France. Its popnlatlon at 
present is supposed to amotmt to nearly 40,000. 0redEt 
are the moat numerous : they are chiefly retail mtir- 
chants and workmen. Tlie Russians are principally 
servants : die most wealthy and powerful dtisens are 
the French, Englidi, and C^ermans. Jews abound, 
but are mostly poor. The want of a navigable river, 
and the dearth of fuel, will idways be drawbadcs, how- 
ever, on the prosperity of the town. 

From Odessa, Dr. Lyall proceeded by Nidiolaef to 
CSierson. The road to Nicholaef Ues through seversl 
shallow limans, or sidt-lakes, and across deep sands: 
nearer the town, cultivated fields and a few trees were 
seen. The town of Nidiolaef is situated on die south 
side of the Ingul, near its oonflumoe with the BogA 
As it is without the bar of the Dnieper, it is the sta. 
tion for vessels when bnflt, and here they are laid up 
to be repaired. It stands in lat. 46<> M' N., kmg. 
90** 40^ E., about 77 mfles firom Odessa, 40 firem 
Cherson, 877 tram Moscow, and 1,862 firom 8t. Petatt- 
burgh. It is of very recent foundation, having been 
built only in 1791. Its progress was riow, till the 
admiralty of Cherson was transferred to it. At pre^ 
sent, the admiral.in.chief of the Bladk Sea resides 
here. The Russian €K>vemment hat^ made great 
efforts to render ft a place of importance, by the eMe<i< 
tion of extensive arsenals and storeheuses. Whfm 
Dr. Lyall visited it, a number of vessels lay in the 

* Dr. Clarke says : " The river Bog flows quite round the place, 
in a Inroad and ample channel." This appears to he an error. We 
have followed Dr. LyaU and Vsevolojsky's Dictlonarf . 
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harbour of the Ingult at the dodu he taw a frigate 
of 64 guns, and another of 44 guns was on the stocks^ 
The timher for ship-baUding is principally brought 
hy the Dnieper to Gheraon, and thence to Nichdaef. 
All the ships bnilt here, are sent empty down the 
riTer to Glubokoye, a distance of several versts, where 
^hey take in their cannon, tadcle, &c., and thence 
pnooeed to the Black Sea hy means of the floating 
machines called camels. Both Dr. Clarke and Dr. 
Lyall represent this plaoe as superior to most towns 
in the empire in many very important respects. Its 
elevated situation, its fine, healthy climate, the mag. 
nificenoe of its river, the r^ralarity that has been 
ohesrved in laying out the streets, and their eztraor. 
dinary breadth, the chei^ness of provisions and of all 
articles of necessity, except fire-wood, and the attract 
tions of excellent society, i^aoe it, according to these 
authors, very hi^ in the small catalogue of Bussian 
towns. 

- The country between this place and Cherson, a dis* 
tanoe of forty miles, is principally steppe land, with 
here and &ere elevations and numerous iumulu About 
fgnr or &ve versts from the barrier of Cherson, and 
not far from the great read, is the monument of How. 
ard. Some interesdng details of [the last illness and 
death of that admirable man, are given by Drs. Clarke 
and LyaU, from information received on the spot. He 
had with some reluctance visited a sick lady about 
twenty.four miles from Cherson, and, after prescribing 
for her, had desired her friends to send for him again 
in case of her getting better ; adding, that if, as he 
feared, she should become worse, it would be to no 
purpose. She became appJeurently better, on which 
they sent a letter to him, but, through some mistake, 
it was eight days in getting to his hands. Upon re- 
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ceiring it, he determined to proceed, as bewas, with*. 
out loss (Df time. The weather (itiras in Norembtf 
1789) was tempestnous and cold, and the rain fe&iil 
torrents. Dr. Lyall states, on the authority d the 
nei^ew of the Ukdy , that Mr. Howard set off on h<»M. 
bade ^^ in a light, old-fashioned dress, in silk stookingt; 
and without a great ooat," and that he had a fidl by 
the way. On his arrival, he found the lady dying, 
which is said to. have affected him mudi ; and this 
circumstance, added to extreme fatigue and the in- 
dcmency of the weather, most probably brought on 
Ins fatal illness. He attributed it, however, himself, 
to his having put his hand benead^ the bed-dotiies, 
to feel his patient's pulse, when she was in a state df 
perq>iration. On his return to Cherson, he was so 
unwell, that he was not able to pay his daily visit to 
his friend Admiral Priestman. This alaixbed the 
admiral, who went to see him, and found him wesk 
and ilL Mr. Howard told him, that his end was £Mt 
approadiing. His friend endeavoured to raUy his 
spirits, and to turn the ocMiversation; but Mr. Howard 
replied : " Priestman, you style this a very dtdll con- 
versation, and endeavour to divert my mind from 
dwelling upon death ; but I entertain very differeal 
sentiments. Death has no temnrs for met it is an 
evient I always look to with cheerfulness, if not with 
pleasure, and be sure the subject is more grateftil to 
me than any other. I am well aware I have bat a 
short time to live t my mode of life has rendered it 
impossible that I should recover from this fev«r. if I 
had lived as you do, eating heartily of animal food, 
and drinking wine, I might, perhaps, by altering my 
diet, be able to subdue it ; but how can such an in* 
valid as I am lower his diet ? I have beeff aocwtomed 
for years to exist upon vegetables and watery a little 
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bfmi, and a little tea. I have lio method of lowering 
ny:mniimhm&it^ and oonteqiifflitly I mutt die. It is 
Mioh joUy. fdlows as you, Pritstman, wha ge% over 
these fevers." He then qioke of his funeral, pointed 
0I»4 the place where he wished to be buried, and added : 
-1^'^ Let me beg of you, as you value your <dd friend, 
^t ta suffer any pomp to be used at my funeral ; nor 
any monument or monumental inscription whatsoever 
to mark where I am laid ; but lay me quietly in the 
efurth, place a sun-dial over my grave, and let me be 
forgotten." He waa very anxious that his friend 
should immediatdy secure the spot where he wished 
his grave to be } and when the admiral retunued with 
t^e inl6nnati<m that he had succeeded,, his counte- 
nance brightened. He then made his wilL Soon 
afterwards, symptoms of delirium aj^peared ; in the 
Intervals, however, he was able to understand a letter 
from England^ informing hin^ of the probal»lity that 
his son would recover from the disorder with which he 
was afflicted. "Wlien his servant had read this letter, 
Mr. Howard turned his head towards him, saying, 
*^ Is not this comfort for a dying father ?*' He was 
yttry averse to having a physician, but at length 
^ nodded assent. The physician came and adminiso 
^ered a musk drau^t, a medicine used in Russia at 
the last extremity. Mr. Howard swallowed a little, 
but endeavoured to avoid the rest : he was then en. 
lirely given over, and shortly afterwards breathed his 
last. He was buried at the spot he had selected ; but, 
instead of a sun-dial, a brick pyramid, surrounded with 
alone posts with chains, forms his monument. Another 
Bponument has since been erected to his memory near 
the chnrch of the Assumption, without the barrier of 
Gherson, consisting^ a simple pyramid, with poplars 
round it, and enclosed by a high circular wall. On 
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tkktiMra-k m iniMipliia oomaiainif Ut 
daM cfkb death, and fait ag!^ OatiieiirigiiHil^Mi^^ 
muReat tkora is mmiaaonpim^ but only tb^^wflMIJL' 
^ Jalm Howard,*' soiatdiod oa dM platter. > > '*ar. 

Chanon (KlMnaii) atanda in lat. 44^37" N.,itagSr* 
31<» aC' &, 913 milM fi«m St. Patanbi^^^ L,4Mn 

on the right bank of the Uman of the Dnieper. /I!9Ut * 
immttue emhoMki^ia ▼aHas greatly ia: bveaddi-i at 
diffefcnt tuneac wiwit the shaak with widA it 
abounda ar4 not covered «Mi «%ter, it ia not^moaa^ 
tliMi one Tent broad; bttt-when they aae wwraiad ^dt 
ipv«terv its breadth is six versti $ aad the iMM»i|fa«toft%y 
the t^reper ehhnaeb eoctends to M9em: l^e a w uth 
of the Daieper is eiEpesed tolJhe' iniaenee of the no^i« ' 
east wind t ^hea this blows violently for a losgtii of 
tinfaf it Icares the rhter fidl of shidloars, and dlni^ 
nishM the depth of the oidy duum^ ^t ibr vvdss^ td 
about fire feet, the eatraace being* at^e same tbb» 
extrtoiely narrow. From lAiese eiroumstaaees it U 
eridenfc, ^at Oh4rson dertvies: Utde advantage^ 6<oia Ita 
sitmaiiea on the IMsiper ; «iid4t is maefritmg that ^ 
objestiaiis to it ar a ootmn^rolal asidaand statSea, aad 
for deck yteds, lirer^ aet fotMeea.' It was b«^ ta 
1778, and aagmanted aAd fdrtified ia 17m It hi ' 
divided into A>ur quarters, l&d f^Mrtress, <iie adnliralt)r^ 
the Greek sub^ir^ and the snbiu^ for tCulo#B t heft,' 
though regularly pfamned, it has nothing Strtkingf'^ 
its appeanuMJe. l^e taatand disadvadiiBgee -^^ He 
situatien, aUd especially the buil&ftg of Odekaf'ftfM^" 
ooeasioned its gitidaJal dediae.' Bat,>thOdgh H^B^atm^ 
liloAy to be a ^navbl or ooaimeftild jxirt, mxt^im^k^'J 
founder ^eontemplated, yet, as Dr. IiyaH i^iaiarkr, '^^ ' 
may:long remain^an emporium for the e^pi^Mneat knii - 
armament of the fleet of the Bhick Sea, and adepS^^ 
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fi«ri3ie.pn4aoe of tiie iie%iiboiiriiqr<>rovliice.*' The 
pc^Wtlatiaa, in 1822^ ammmted' to about 14,00^ loalt. 
I^Miwt thftt it was. the mee^jogif^aot of Galherfaie IL 
Mad the Empeior Jos^h^ the deaih of Howard wiAin 
itt^widU, the adjoiniiig monumeht'ereeted'to hi« iiie« 
nrntf^ a^d tiie sepukhs&of Potemkiii, g^ve it an inte* 
.r«iti whioh attaches to few towns in ti^ B«ff^li 

> From Ghenon, Dr. Lyall .proceeded to BelrliliErl) 
> wifliiirtpd on an elevated and sk^ng hank of tiie Dnie- 
pi^« . nils town is remaikafole only as being oae^ o£ 
the passages of tlmt rhra, by whibhoovn'isvtzsBn^orttd 
late the Crimea^ and salt brought back. .Thtieis 
also Another fenry aeross the Ctai^er at Nlkopdle, im 
versts higher up. The.£N!ry4ioats here are sometOBs 
and laige, and are oonstandy crossing and re-cmssing) 
crowded with €arts.or teiefftu filled with com or sak. 
Dr. Jjyallwas two hdorsin orosstng theDnieper. TkB 
route then Hes over dieaary i^auis all the way. to Pese-. 
kep^ situated on the isthnmsof the same aame^ iditch 
iorms' the. piiadipdl xoad^ between Russia^, and the 
Gnmea. Thie dialaace across die; isthhiiis>in theaar. 
rowest part» scarcely excieds five miks* A very ineDM. 
Mderable raiopart e^^teods fvem the Black JSea^itethe 
SeaolAzofi The waters^ both these seas aimualfy 
^dimii^, so that^aa Ite. Clarke omnariKS, it is^siatuiiil 
ttoooadude, that, the shalWws-on each' nde of<the 
isdunushare increased in thehE> eoUeiit since teth^e 
. ^Ptrabo» Pliny speaks of the Crimea as having ^enee 
Ims« anisUnd;and Di^.Cladie says, ; that. it wndd 
' agttntoonie one, if the waters of tha Blade Sea wsee 
to be once mace restond only to the leiFel of those 
strata of marine shells which may be observed in all 
the district from the mouths of the Dni^er to the 
D014, 
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Thcm^ liie tkiiadoa of PcpsG^* » <tf BO tniM^ 

ftrntmoBei isld it it the 4diicf town of a di^tnct, it is, 

mAtAr • MHiJl^vfflag©, c ont aia wi g orfy 3aboaiet ;l«t, 

ia^ngtbewanaoOietyk, igascftneofigxwt I m g tte^i ^ oflPi' 

marass ^;000<»rt4oadi of s^t iadne, aiibli«ll)^ipa«l 

ifet^atM£>r tlie^ppiy o£^ tbe-sooth pLBmu&au^ .^F^iW 

uarts flte ^nwn sametanei by gbomU, imt g«aAi»Q$i^ 

white oxen, from two to six in each v^de. M> 3|inr 

freight is so easUy ohfained, thai they hate. 4ib1|1 <« 

a»¥«tiie GBTtSJpde deep intathe shaUoir wmterj^ioa 

lh«'e9s^i:a> side ^. the istiuDm^ and than ^tisey mf 

losd.^em AS^&sfe as liiiey pl^asor the osalt beiBg then 

Mkft.sand. The sigiii of «nnany; hmdnid wnggmm, 

liy fiM^f *t a ti»e,-in the wisslse^ is wry strikh^? 

tibey af|»sr.iihe£ects<«£nDali Jioats fl$>atiiq[,a]MB ^ 

IHuiaiieiof thBwairfls. iThedxiTerctf^eadi ^vaggiai.|ii^ a 

tax of twelve roixhles fidi tfasjclsonm* There arevmrai 

]f0S^mr^(€ Martin ^Cnmea^^ hnt tiiose «f P)»alq^ 

^led Jjconi tJmeJTBTweaBifirifil, ase . the most abwidipr) 

iikd they are,«on^s]^>.as. inexhanstiUb^ SRsii^ 

(C^eisaaaeflat.wiiB an^emiMoiiiim ci. ^hU efsmmoiitej^ik 

^^eftrKe^ fffirioda of history. It was th^ sent^ aslt 

iA j»o#y>y.the JSIach Sek to.OiHBt^thMpV» «^ ^^ 

AxchlpelSigo^ l^ isAd to Pokod, and oyvr. aH-Bmn*^ 

t0j^lJM6ov,feo5t.Pcl»)cihiirgk,sndc!7^tO'Eiga; His 

mn^ aftasl 1^1^ kmg joi^^ney^ ace, oo na s ionany soU 

wilh the cargoes they hai^ .bron^t^.SBid 

th^ ri^tum hgaiathe ^^ide of tiiat impriensa < 

isith otlier mecGhsadiae. i The .cfflraswiti haHirfi^t^ 

jiin»ang;at.sun set^ when the Wiwrs {torn iksir .fMl 

loose .-togcase, and ii&^own dttossekM In- theiiafli 

aii^ to pass thenight u|ten the steppe^".. : u .„> .' , tf 

* Perekop, Dr. Clarke says, is a Russian word signfipoig Uw 
tottcndimeftt of the Isthwtis. The Tatif name ^Vr-Ka^, t. ^ 
a>e gate of the fottiflcation. ItistheTaplurofoftfasGnAa^ - 
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THE CRIMEA. 



rf « ittsorifamg tli« Crimea, our pihleipal guHhs w^ 
bt'Pall&i, Dh'Clatke^ and Dr.Iifal^^ it may^ howU 
iwte,^be 4Koe{rtablc to«Br reaider^il i(ce pnfm^ 
tdwrt -blMaaT-'^iid genaraLrieiroif. tfaU pa^asida. 

3!li« Fcnintela h^ been kavim fcnier different iq;»r 
peliiytiBnh* ' It is t\m Taniica Cfaeribnesos. of anctai^ 
geogrw^y. By toste tnwndlani' ^ ' t&e ^mlddl^ ages, 
Sris e&Hed tbff iabbidefi ObAL' rin mini toodem iimee^ 
it baa; beesf known*mnder -dwB&riie of Ciha Tartary, 
aind %t . preientf is- called^ tl»- Onmea. ^ It is situated, 
between the parbHels erii|P}40' aiid^4^&'Nort&, anf 
lU nieridiatts of 3r 4fif« and 3r> 39^ Bhst; JAd is of « 
WiMq^shefe, fairdiigtiie Blade iSeaindtlie Sea ef 
Aa»f ^ii ' BHsj side,' ' vasepb- at Ittr noitiiete aB]^^) 
«iiie^ it Is joined to iheiktaSamk hy ihelfAmxia igk 

Uonfiiift a' faiif fingjB^ sCatitiesR»esv ti»/te 'greater 
]Mp<^%itfn^fwhi^ ebnsiitsef vtippdsvordesei^'plainsl 
On^its nortfi-Mt tide is ik»>M(id Sea, a sIsQlbiif gaff 
of ^ito ofAsof,^^]^ hyikie atibienU^ jmlH# jMlur, 
ertliA'pbAid gi^. This ake odtrf de<^ witk many 
Inys taonlni eaitenr rtmetr e^ilie Crfntea; andig 
itielf vUVided-frotak the l^ of A«df by the Fi^ins^ 
^^AMM) whi& fVOje«tr ^m the d^tena Mi' tine 
mth^^t. l^kis peninMltf is jiiw moM "dutti a mkHe^ 
«F«r%dle iffid a tuOf bi«ad, Wt extendr seventy niOe» 
Wtlierttertli. To itte ftoimh cifitlsh ^Mx^MrioW 4itlh» 
MiMt,c^ed the PiminMlH of B^fMeb, WMSieixtly tPM 
kingdom of Bo^phctfos: to th^ east of it are^Oce iStraits 
of Taman, anciently the Cimmerian Bosphonis, dii 
viditig lit from the ide of the same name, boyobd 
which is Cuban Tartary. The soothem and westeni 
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ooMtt of the CriflMai are entirely wathed by the 
Bbd(8ee. . . 

From this oatUne, it will appear that the Crimefti^ 
naturally divided into three partes Crimea ProMfv 
the Peninnila of Kertadi, and the Isle of Taanga^ 
Mora than tliree4ourtha of Chrimea Proper toeiiafdaj^ 
Norths oonaiataof tteppee, without treei) but aSotH&ag 
good paatnre, and abounding with salt lakea sm^ 
manhei. l^sollTarieBmoireihan the soil of steppes 
generally does, being partly » white^sandy day, pactly 
a bladLTegetaUe loem, mixed, near its sonthen hoim- 
dary, with chalk and limestone. Itaboands in petri- 
£M!tloos and the remains of marine pnodoctions, whidi; 
has led to the si^iposition, that it was formerly ojisred 
by the Black Sea. The southern portion of the 
Crimea is moontainoos. The principal ridges stict^ 
ttom east to west ; their sosthem dei^vities -luoe. 
ma«h steqwr than their northern. Some.of thesehiftr 
are said to be 1,200 ieetabove.^ level ofthe31aek 
Sea, and an coveied.with enow tffl the end^ofJICigr: 
their sides ace: clothed, with. excellent, timb^ fit for 
ahlp*building. The soil Is calcareous, mixed with day., 
mid is of grefit fertility, producing whei^ rye, bailey, 
hempi tohaeoo,,«nd gnqwe, abundantly. PetoifEictions 
ane fowuid eicen on their summits. There is only one 
wrw of iiviportanoe in the Crimea,^.^ Salghi^.; but 
there are many nmdler streams, which are rai^ jind 
dangerous after heavy rains, although, in the diiy 
season, they are nearly without water* The i^f^- 
anoe and soil of the Peninsula of Eertsch are r^ 
^liferent from those of Crimea Proper. From w^to 
east, it extends eighty-four miles in leng^ ; jm^Jifs 
medium breadth, froofi north to south, is .twei^^^9ar 
miles. The isthmus joining it to. the Crimea* is a Wd 
plain,, ten miles Inroad. To the east of thisy the 1^ 
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tUfiixikt/o gentle emiiitedes; there are also lifUi tof 
49iQe .Ovation in other parts ; aMd the Aorea boih 
^ the StUdne and* the Sea of Aitof, are high, sieeji, 
^itf-alffiettlt ef access;^ Saft-l^el aboand bettreen tiie 
Mfif ; and tlte ^irater ^produced by digging weHs on tHe 
^fiifr^ ^oaM' iff^-moetly braddsk The rivulets aore 
Mr, Uud drj in wDouner. ThM-e «8 iit(3B tnaber, bui 
'iAnddiiice.of fruit*treeH in t&e gardtos imd orcharda, 
the toil, eztaept near the saltolakea'and-marshes, being 
ftrtile. The singnlhr spit of Umd tHiich separates' the 
Mnd ^ froin the Sea t£ Amt^ is mosiay «1^Udn, 
ftffiordibg exoellent pasture-. 'Petrified riiellf, ^att 
Springs, a spring of petrdlsiBn, a'min^ra(«aid ta be 
• mttif e pn]etiate.of iron^ tod, on t&dsuittinitof aMfl, 
a foarsh Qontairitni^ vtrt»r, bitter md ialrta the taste^ 
9]|d 'of ik'disAgreeaHd 8m^,.^air 1^ Hiief -nattmU 
cariosities of this strip of land.' -lOn. I^e leaves aiftl 
ttfens 4>f the'vegetablife ' greriitg' roicnd tMa liani; is 
l6ttSidwhiH;ir8bpp6Ued'tDbeM^Tifetbf (K»da/ The 
hAbtof Tai]&ain,-wlaehis indaded-ii^ the 01610 govern- 
tiaeilt as the'Cr&sea, is forty 'ndlea in length fhnn east 
lowest, by tweoty-dz-in iM^eadtii from no^ to souA. 
ItB shores sreateep, and Its nMBtsk it rn. gehe»l' d^ 
viiMv The soii 'of i^eidterior is fertile, though it 
|[aes i^t ^pooofisneoudy prodtibe either trees or -^rabs. 
7ha^ are some ssllt^springs,-andniil»y springs of fresh 
^Ktat^, Vut ho yuhrfng st r eteA . Mfdendoil, or petro. 
' leuib, aboiyids'in ti^e interior; ^ere is alio one mud 
«^leano'; ahdtwoof the luKs at tiie irestern extremity 
<4i]M said to be volcanic 
' The pdpidaiictti of the Crimda, hefore it cande under 
' ih0 ppver of Ruisia, consisted of Tmiu, Omdes, 
'Anneniaiis, and T&tars; At preset, there are no 
' Tvii^ not knany Armenians, and very many of the 
Tfttars hav* quitted it, with their families and flocks, 
p2 
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Old hkf9 taken up dwir abode ofi>the ttep^^lf the 
CentiMnt. The TAtan of the Crimea, aec oi dii ig 'jtfe 
PaUaB, may be dirided into three danes. TlieNagayB 
are tbe least mixed ef the MengoKan raoeititfcaqr 
devote their whole attention to agriculture aadr^tte 
rearing of eattle. A eecond raee, l eeen M ny &»€«■>, 
hot not of sneh pure MotigoUaa daeeeat, inhabiV^M 
phdn from the eige ofthehiyy eountry tothehrth^^ 
mos oirTenkap. Hie third dais 4)caipy the^ootkeoi 
valleya of the aMontaiaa; tey hare a -diatiiiGt «atd 
peenhar p hyii og iMg ny, with the beard stronger aad 
hahr ligteer than the other two; they are staskiOBaryj 
and demote their whole attention to agrknltoia jtmd 
the cultivation of hemp and tobacco. We diall have 
ooeaalen to notice more partwularly the masnecs and 
eaatcaa of these raoes, in traong die routes of the 
TraveUers we ace IbOdwing^- 

The Cimmerians,. a tribe iof the Thiacwns^asathe 
most anrimit inhaUtantt of- the Tanrica ChennneaBs 
of wfaem hbtory ffivet iis.Any infonnation* They 
w«re driren to ihe high lands by the Scythian^ ahont 
e&k years befm the Christian am. . Ahimdred yeari 
elterwards, the Gredca foAoed oolenies on the 
aoothera. sktres^ where they eatanbd on * floOrisbi 
ing annmeree^ and the eaatem. penina^a haralf 
been sn^ecftedKhy them^ was erected inte^the hingdem 
of BosphiVtts. About K)0y«Bt8 heldre- the birth; of 
Oirist, Milhridates cedueed tiiis ]|iligdo«^.«agi^e]kas 
the rest of the Cfaetsonesua, nndwrhis doftu«ion< .Q^ 
the fall of Mithridtftesy the Botoaas . tfidk poMturirin 
of the Crimea; but die. kingdom d^^Bwiif^nonuk^Mp* 
pears. jU> have stiU sabristad as & d^endent powiscc: 
The Alani, the Ootha, the Huns, and ether bftfbanmai 
tnbeHf in succeaeum, conquered the Xlh^soneaus^ 
ths«f^ at.times diey profe^ed a nomii^ snjbjeetion 
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t6t the Eastern Bmperora. In 12379 the Grilnaft 
teemie « prorinoe of the Western Tktar empire; It 
^w indebted for its reoovery from the in^Hivenaheft 
fttd desolated state to which it bad been reduced by. 
tftis- repeated change of masters, to the conuaereiAl 
48tal>iishments of the Venetians and Genoese. The 
iMter^ by peniission of the TMars, in the fiooKteentft: 
oMMhiry, rebuilt Caffa, l&e ancient HKodosia, making 
Ic the centre of their oommereeim the Black Sea. Aa 
lUs period, a lucrative trade was carried on dfremi the 
Crimea with India and China. The caxacnon engaged 
in thia trade, either passed from Cathay, or Northern 
Ckina, acvoss the Amour, and through Central Asia, 
by the north of the Caq>ian, to Ajtai ; or across the 
Oaspiaato Sevastopol in the Crimea; In: 1441, it 
became, for a very aheirt period, an independent TAtac 
monarchy. This was destroyed by the Turks, who, 
at the same time, expelled the Oenoese. • Itcon^nned 
UBder tbe actual power of the Torks^ though neminaUy 
undw its own kbans, till 1774, when the Saoprese 
Catherine II. stipolatdl for lu independence. .In 
I78I9 a civil war brrice out among' the Crim TAtart,* 
miwlikh the RussiaBii interfered; and in 1783, tiia 
fflgniiig khcn abdioated hn tlirone in favour<:of 
Sassia. Her soveralgBty waa conftrmed by a treaty 
with, the Sultan, in 1784, since vMch timeiit hae 
iemained a province of the 'Russian empiM^ 
-Between- Ferekop and the c^>ital ofthe Crimea,' 
tln^ ate ao lew villages, that Dr. liyaH was iminresBBa 
iria^tbe belief that tye pan of the peninsula waa in 
astute <of great desolation, -^one amon^ many in^ 
stances of tiie erroneous eot^usioDS whidi travellera 
i«kf often draw from partknilar facts appearing 
stwongly to warrant their epinions* An excellent 
" te tist ical map of the Crimea and subsequent infer- 
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matiod oQiiyinced him that he h»d. j^ed hy * Ve^ 
^llaciott? criterion. At tjie short distaaoe «f ^X^'^ 
six vewtt on ail «d€», t^ere ase flourishiag T&t^ ^ 
Ifi^. It must be acknowledged, th«b the dofqaldmS 
«l'the Enasianis has in mwiy respecta proved a «» 
to the Tatars. Their build«igs have been destftftw| 
^eir national fedings Tv'aiito^ly outr^aged, and^ M 
liach measures, their former character has 'heen lasim 
^nged. " ISie Titats of the Crteiea of the preswi^ 
genemtion," toys Dr. l^a$i^ " differ considoraMy frOoi 
tineir ancestors. Forty years <tf syhjec^ion^ depetid* 
cnoe^ and oppression, hai^e operated in diminishing^ 
if aot eradicatiibg, all the higher fediogs and pjfiacf* 
pies of savage life, without havingf supplanted them 
by the hieni^ influence o£ ki 
reli^wn. Since, the reign < 
the saxne time, be ^aiididly i 
4ures havel)een conserted 
of despatism less and le^ se] 
jects, and to elucidate ai^d iJ 
The present jcapital of tl 
%o which the Titars gave 
(whit^ piosque), frota an t 
erected bjr Ibrahim Bey. 1 

this name, although the Russians have xestoced itf 
ancient appellation. It ia 963 piiles ^com Moscow, an^ 
1,408 from St. Petersburg : it is finiely situated in 41 
TMey^ watered by the Salghir, -at the foot ol the 
Tauridan mountains, and, in summer, has. -a live^ 
appearance from the numerous gardens, clusotpa df 
trees, and extensive £elds, which either sunoi^nd if, 
or are intermixed with the houses. The qldeil^jp 
built in the manner of all Titar towns,^ with nairaw 
streets crossing one another at irregular an^fes, un- 
paved and filthy. At first sight, a stranger imagina 
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be U wmdaring anaong -half-ruined wi^ ; all the 
hoQfei being built within oonrts, surrounded with walls 
sg^high that only the tops of the. houses can be seen; 
a^d these walls, as well as the houses, are built of^ 
iiregular masses of limestone. The mortar is prind-* 
pplly made of day, with a trifling intermixture of sand 
ai^ ^me. The out-buildings are of plastered widcer-- 
wprk ; and all the roofs are covered with tiles laid on 
interwoven osiers and a bed of day. The streets of • 
the new town are wide, and contain all the public build- 
ings ; none of which, however, are in the least worthy 
of notice, except the cathedral, whidi, taken as a whole, 
Dr.Lyall pronounces the handsomest ecclesiastical struc- 
ture he had seen in the empire. Besidesfour mosques 
with minarets, there are also an Armepian diurch, a 
Roman Catholic churd^, and a synagogue. The pqpu- 
lation is about 2,000, ccmsistingprindpally of T&tars : 
Greeks, Moldavians, Armenians, and Jews form the 
remainder. It was long the residence of the cele- 
brated Pallas, to whom we are indebted for the best^ 
account of the Crimea* although his description of the- 
beauty and healthiness of this part of the penmsula 
has been charged with some degree of exaggeration. 
The place of the Professor has been supplied, Pr. Lyall 
says, by one of the first naturalists of the age, Mr. 
Christian Steven, who, after having travelled in the 
Caucasus, Georgia, and the Crimea, has been appointed 
director of the botanic garden at Nikita on the south- 
em coast, where he spends several months in^the 
year. At Sympheropol, Dr. LyaU also met with a 
polite reception from a very interesting personage,- 
well known to many persons in this country, — the 
Sultan Katti-Gherry Krim-Gherry, a descendant of 
the Tatar khans of the Crimea, bom among the 
mountains of Caucasus. Having become acquaintedi 
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md Sof sme time be reaided'TrUll ]>r. Pftter^iH 
St. FefeerAurg^ From that icfi^itid he oenSe lb M 
GcNmtrf, where he prosecuted hii siiidief foi« ftame iSAfi 
9t the Pfotestaat DiMentuog Ot^ege e$ fiomeit6ii,'«Aff 
subaequentty in the Ustvenity' of- SAiaburgh. 'fter^ 
he became emimoHied of m yeong lady, Hii piesMllf 
oUtaoft, whom he n^eceeded in inidaeiflg to^ leave fttM^ 
aAd mother, kindred and coitn«ry, to reside wiA hSOk 
m the Crimea, to the «great dif^Ieattire^ k is soil, ^ 
1^ family.; The . soltaa accona^^anied t3ie^IU7. ]je#is 
Way in his journey througlt RoMila :and i^ Oe»ftie^ 
in 1817**1& Br« Lyall represents timsA ai^i<^»te 
be instrumental in ihe eonrersioti <tf' the CriAi l^tsrsf 
ta/tibeOhiiiBtian s^^^. He was ttt that tnnearri^ 
ing a small sdieel in .oommeaceBtot df Ms' plteK. 
^t Being new * BiMsiaa subject,' aftd havh% n^»s&i 
rily selsnquisheAfthe pvopekty:$& theX^audasus t&wtS&i 
he was faeiff, the iBm|mN»r Aleoomder iies ktiely blj- 
fl^wed optafi him ti^ psMicm of 6,000 rabies, widdb, 
with the itddition of lihe* -small -WoBlie of the^sultsna, 
enables ^m t6 live oomfortia^y. At Symphert^l, 
his JihoM IB a^vimged' in the English style. Afcnoftt 
every, pettalblfe artide within it, was of British manif. 
fhttture, and Britith evifitoimi and manners alone pre-' 
vailed. His wife seined a very modest, axtAMb 
peraen, and i» highly pHaed by her huriNmd, by wh^ 
she had one dali^ter at the tim6 of our visit,' aaid^i; 
believe, has now twe or three more cfaHdren.'* Thi^ 
sultan obhgin^y aeeempeaied Drl Lysll in his iMOPf 
reund-the sou^mn^ coast. . - *- 

While Dr^ LyaU was stroUing &ae evening in thi'^. 
7Mar division of the town^ '^ the tonorous, Imt hardc' 
sound oC music in a TAtar coffee-house, induced hhn* 
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to.impd a nuneffw i^qirqiM md eatepit, when qisfte 
f, novel scene paroienled itself A single large reem 
jf^.diridcd by lo\r, wooden partitions, surmounted hy 
i^ti^ 4MI ornament^, into fo^r maajl eoi]a|»Bi1aieRti^ ikb 
Hq^ges of whiqh were devated a fem inches ebore ^ 
i?ygl of >he passage. In mth of these apartmenta web 
a loY table,, on whieh stood an immense ^Oreiv wiih 
If^ <:harppal, snyr0un4ed by groupes.oT TAiars and 
^^eeks, in their, native eostumea,* who "Were eiftni^ 
orogys-l^gged upon, the floor, diijaking coffee and sme&t 
ifig pipes, with, jfcheir usual gzavity and tadttmi^t^ 
a^^a^i^ei^Uy as liMle a^Eected b^^dM thunderiiig oC the 
mi^sl^mfs. aa H il»ey .had heso in. a semote daMirt\ 
Thef all w«ffe. ^opte 4«d. and -yeUow t>0Bts, in tiib 
:!^t^T!^:^h ; and had lelb jOieis'sl^ipchi ^ the eic. 
^^r^mfi^ wJMeh^they useibr ^e same porpQaa as hi^ 
w0ar patl^w i«i<ilffeaa Aatauu AQ of th«tti *vfmb 
amll eapa,>4»MJ^ibe ha^jjU, or Aoaa wlM>iiail ittidfe 
a:piJgfl9lageito Haciaa or: Hadiaa, whose blailB'We»fe 
attcniounted wjb^ ;.hi|^ .n^ile. taxiuins, as w badge of 
JtaMAiw TwoTiolinB„hdd;liiBe'the:3^caoD0eA0; a^d 
a^taB^arine xe^dbd.tis, dnring odr sta^, ^tii motA 
ihhto]fiioBM»s mlffiic* AUhon^ both itte T^Xkn ikd 
the. €freeks riibwed graat iipathy, yet^ they must tiat« 
aome taate^or "the anmtemitirt,^ sinee the bunter of lli% 
haMae> finds it advantageous to eHi|»loy the nni^dfana 
nv^KirequentiT^** f . ' -. * 

At the dis^iBoe of thirty Yerstt irdm SyM^ropol, 
litoaeeditog 8P ut hw a j d,i» Mdit^mmii (garden ^ttee)^ 
the andeiiit Tfttar eqsital <^ the Crimea, YomantfiSBl^f 
aitiaated in a murrowdate b^Cwwm h%h itttmh#ftlir^ 
^ presenting an appeariihee semewliEat Me^tb^rt <^ 
Matlock." The Tohuruk^su (stinking stream) tra- 
Tfeses the town. "iThe houses rise in terraces along 
the sides of the hifls, interspersed with gardena, rine^ 
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yards, and dumps of trees, ddelly Lombardy popfaars, 
.irst«r«d by numerout • fbimtsitis and csnab. The 
numerous minarets, tlie aodent palace, with the* mi*- 
joiningimMisolettm, and a proftulon of white dilmneys 
•rising amidst the richest foliage, produce a peciffiaifjr' 
beautiftil and picturesque tiS&eiL* The view hn&i 
all at once upon the traveller ;' and although*' difel 
town does not contain one magnificent object, "die 
toui-eiuenMe is extremely imposing. The interiortif 
4he place, however, by bo means corresponds to Hi 
external beauty ; the streets are narrow, croidced, 9tbA 
dirty, the houses small, the shops in general mean. 
The old Tter town suffsiwd modi frota ih» waMea 
•barbarity of the Russians, after the Crimea came Into 
.^leir possesiion ; and their love of destruction seems 
•to have been espeeiaHy directed against ^e pahM^ of 
.the khani, whidi, in the time Of its andetat spleniota', 
was the most perfect tmd moiit rwtiafkabie temwiem 
-of or^ntal magnifioence in the GUmea. A Aeiioh 
author thus epigrammatically, but jusdy^ ctoscribes Ha 
genenil arrangement at this period ; -^ ** Jtf u h artad , 
the dead, and thehOTses were ^m one side ; tis^voVie. 
reign, the wives, and the fUcons on the other.** Itia 
said to be the intention of the Rusdan Oovermnent Jo 
xestore it to its former state. Bakhtdiiserai oonlaisiffa 
populati(Mi amounting to 10,212 ; of whoin tipwarda«r 
7,000 are Mdiammedans, and upwaids of 1,1^ Jtmm, 
The T&tars and Jews have their re^»eotive magi^ 
strates. There are no Rusdan burgesses. ^» tniie 
is very inconsiderable. Bakhtdiiserai contained' In 
1822, according to an official document dted by-Or« 
Lyall, a population of 10,212 souls, of whom 8,SM 

* The town b stated to contain three churches, two Greek and 
erne Armenian ; thirty-two moequet« one syiiagogue/and sevtnty- 
four foiintaiBt. 



d by Google 



RUSIIIA» 253 

w^ M^haii^tnfidaBfu -There are not above five or 
sii^filMailies of Russiana, Cs^hedne II. having given 
u||.|this -place entirely to the Tatars ; there are about 
^^i^^y^jioenian famiHefl ; the few remaining Chris. 
tkp^^mre chiefly Greeks. In the, above estimate, iiow. 
eif§jff,AaJCG included 1^120 Karaite Jews, who rank as 
fiBfjfrow. of the town, but inhabit the neighbouring 
J^f^sh colony of Tckvfout Kakt (Jew*s castle), distant 
a^Ht iimx verste. Their village, situated on the sum* 
B^ of some steep diffs, has a singular and pititure^^uA 
af^ieanmce. These Jews, having lived from time im« 
mismprial under the dominion of the T4ti^, have in 
a gveat meaiiure adopted thfiir custom^ manf e<s, hm-i 
gi^fif^and dress. Their character, fMx»rding to J)k^ 
QUarlsfi, is ^^ directly opposite to. that generally attrt* 
buted to their brethren in other countries, being alto« 
g^JlKer without r^oach. Theif honesty is proverbial 
ifiibe CrifABa ; and the ^wi^rd o£ a Kartute. is, considered. 
aftj^Ofoal to a bond. Almost all of them are engaged^ 
i«i tickle on mmufactures. They obperve their iasts. 
^th th#.DiofVAcrupulous rigour, abstaining even from, 
aonff and from tmoldng for twenty^our houn^^toge-, 
t}^« In the very earliest periods of the Jewish his- 
taryj^ this-seot separated/fixm the main fl^ t suoh^ at. 
l«Mt» is their «wa .account. , They observe extraoi^. 
imrf ciM^e in the education of i%eir children, who are 
pKUi/dy mstmcted in the synagogues; and in this 
reppavft, the Tatars are not deflcient. We rarely 
ei|tired>any T4tar village in the daytime^ without 
sating, children assembled in some public place, receiv* 
iogltheir instruction from persons appo^ted to super- 
itlQQd Che care of thdr education; reciting with, 
andible voices passives from the Koran, or busied in 
<iifl'^ing manuscript lessons placed before them." 
Adjoihing thie viUage of these Jews is their ceme- 

PART II. ft 
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tery, than which nothing, we are told, can be ima- 
gined more calculated to inspire holy meditation. 
This ^*' field of the dead " is ^^ a beautiful grove, filling 
a chasm of the mountains, which is rendered gloomy 
by the shade of lofty trees and overhanging rocks. A 
winding path conducts through this solemn scene. 
Several tombs of white marble present a fine contrast 
to the deep green of the foliage ; and female figures 
in white veils, are constantly seen offering their pious 
hynentations over the graves.'' This little vaDey is 
so highly prized by the Jews, that, according to PaDas, 
whenever the ancient khans wished to extort £nmi 
them a present, or to raise a contribution, it was 
sufficient to threaten them with the destruction of 
these sacred trees, under the pretence of wanting fuel 
or timber. 

Six versts from Bakhtchlserai, the road to Sevasto- 
pol crosses the Katcha, a small stream flowing through 
a beautiful valley. Soon afterwards, the traveUer entera 
on an extensive vale, through which the road winds 
along the course of the Belbek or Kabarta, till within 
tliree or four versts of the bay of Sevastopd. A sin- 
gular scene here presents itself. '^ On the right,** 
says Dr. Lyall, " we beheld white and jbrown calca- 
reous hills, sterile as imagination can conceive, whose 
base was diversified by broken rocks and patches of 
naked clayey soil, peeping through parched grass, and 
enlivened only by a few stunted shrubs and blooming 
wild flowers. On the left stretched a plain of most 
luxuriant pasture, bounded by gentle hills and tofty 
mountains, covered with woods and plantations, gar- 
dens, nurseries, and vineyards. The road, cut throu^ 
the base of the hills, forms, as it were, a line of demar- 
cation between the most luxuriant vegetation and 
almost total sterility." A fine bay of the Black Sea 
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oper^ to the view on quitting thisraDey; antf on 
readung the sumifut of a hill, the town and part of 
iSevastopol are seen below. This town, the Tdtar 
name of which is Aktiar, (more properly Ak-Tar, so 
called from its white rocks,) stands on the large and 
magnificent bay of the same name. Its harbour i$ 
one of the finest in Europe, the largest vessels being 
able to lie within a cable's length of the shore : it is 
divided into three coves, affording shelter in' every 
wind, and favourable situations for repairing or buiM- 
ing. No vessels, however, are built here, as the timber 
must all be floated down the Bog or the Dnieper, the 
Crimea not affording materials fit for building, though 
there is always enough for repairing : the plan of the 
harbour somewhat resembles that of Malta. Sevasto- 
pol, seen from a distance, makes a very lively appear- 
ance, with its white walls and gaudy domes rising amid 
green trees, and the noble sheet of water, covered by 
numerous vessels, in the fore-ground. A public garden, 
laid out in terraces on an elevation in the middle of the 
town, has a pleasing effect. The houses are extremely 
good, all in the modem Italian style of architecture ; 
and the streets are wide and regular, intersecting each 
ether at right angles, but unpaved. The public build- 
ings consist of two churches, a third in the docks, the 
admiralty, the arsenal, the hospital, the magazines^ 
the barracks of the garrison, and marine barracks. It is 
a rising place. The population was estimated, in 1822, 
at 22,000, which Dr. Lyall considers as an exaggera- 
tion. It is, in fact, constantly fluctuating, but the 
^ed residents are believed not to exceed 3,000. The 
to^trn Js said to contain, however, 1,750 houses. ' 

Aktiar is described by Dr. Clarke as the very centre 
of the most interesting antiquities of the Crimea ; but 
when Dr. Lyall visited it, he was told by a Russian 
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of ygh rank, '^ that almoin! every thing' wdrthy of 
observation was now anhUiHated ; l&e devasttctioa 
hattttg been nearly completed within th^ laat f^ 
yeam,^ The &nperor Alexander, indeed, on lA 
witit to thepentnsnlain 1818, had given strict ordeis 
li»r the 'preseivatioQ of all tibe rexnnantB of unlSqmtf 
then viMble ; bnt theae' orders wifortnnat^ly came tee 
late; : '' The country iacliided witiun the istiiinni 
fmned by the junncrjial harbonr of Aktiar or Inkers 
mat^" says Dr. Clarke, ^' that is to say, hy €tm<^tenu9 
of Strabo and the port of fiidacfarva, ttr Portia %»- 
b^orum^ is the Heradedtic CherscteesuB * so accorMeiy 
deserHied by thiit author as a portion of the PemtutdM 
Major ^ or Tanrica Chersoneius. Within this nsafl 
district stood the cities of Old and New Cheraonesuii; 
Eupatorium ; the temples of Diana, and the promon. 
tory PArtheniom, celebrated in the stoiy of Iphigenia; 
the famous Ghersonesan mole, with numeroua ramparts, 
teDd»8, cemals, and other works, tike memory o£ which 
histmrians have preserved, but the last traces of whose 
magniBcenee the Russiiins daily labour t6 anniHlate.*' 
The ruins and caverns of In-Kerman (the town e{ 
caverns), at the extremity of the principal harbour, 
and about three versts from Aktiar, are pardcolarly 
deserving of the attenticm of every traveler who visits 
this part of the Crimea. Dr. Clarke has given a de- 
tailed description of them in his bett manner. He 
left Aktiar in a shaUop wiih twelve oi^, accompaniei 
by the commodore and the metropolitan. ^ Befoce 
we reached Inkerman, some very remarkable excava^ 
tions iqipeared in the rocks by the aide of the bay, 
visible at a considerable distance. Upon examinattoD, 



* So called, because it was peopled by colonists bum Che city of 
Heiackum, in Asia Mincn:. 
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they proved to he chambers^with arched windowt^ eat 
in the s(^d stone with marveUous act and labour, 
^he biflhop deaoribed them as retreats of Quratiana m 
ijhe eofUest ages of the church* But to give an idea 
of what we Haw. at Inkenna% would baffle eireiy po#eit 
of descriptioii. The rocdu: all around the eistremity qf 
llie harbour, are hewn into chapelt^ xnaaasterieB,edle^ 
sepulchres^ and arvariety of works, which, by their 
multitude and intricacy, astonish and confound the 
beholderw. A river flows here into the bay, ' after 
watering perfai^ the moat l^eauti^ul vaU^in £aropete 
At the mouth'Of thia riv^, the meet remaricable anii*. 
fuities aoB situate, the excavations appeanngi4m'beth 
fddes. The.fint eavems visible to penona appRMdiio|§^ 
from Aktiar,ta»ftt4M>B the jouth aide : tibese (laTfrbeea 
eonvertedinto magegmait for gumpowder* U waawiA 
great. dift^tyrwe 0Duld,jnre!iHul iif)on<dMi sfntiaels^o 
mMer us to ea^ thaeavea whese the ewimmitiwi It 
lieijpt^ They.8eei^tftMx»t:eairiitttted.an.entii»j<i!ihi» 
terraneooa moxiastery i, thb rock haa been, so iwendfi^ 
Atlly perforated, ^fattb^ itcnow e^hits, ml, churcfif^wi^ 
aefveral chaBd)ei% aipkL.long; passages ^lead^^off-ift- 
¥atious.directi6ns. JErdiittheeexaKeniUy«a finefreqiect' 
of the valley of TnKerman Jtppeara throun^ the wide^ 
dpei| arohes, together, with heaps: of .rains upcm.4kt» 
i^pposite side of tl^ nver. . The .principal cave seems 
to. have heeot th^/churchAv We 'found several stone 
ctMna cut iQ the rock<$: tibese Jiad all. beei^ Ofienedi. 
We noticed aom^ Greek inscriptions ^above them^ but 
the chBrac;|er8.wei!e.toafainty and.too impccfeot^ea«^ 
graven^ to be Jegible. The difficujityjof Aqtyiag^osi de^ 
ctphering them -was increased by, the obscurity oi^tibe 
caverns* ' It waa now evening ; and mghtxemihg^ on,, 
dvlutt nooarose in great iq^njdour ores the loti^ 
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▼alley o£ Inkerman, SUummating » landscape ^p^i^H* 
as it was seen thrmigh the arches of these ^oqnf 
diamhers, is not to be described. Upon the o]^e|ite 
side of the river, eaccavations were still more fre^pieo^ 
and somewhat further from the bay. Crossing 9^ 
i^ncient bridge, whose fair .proportioned acch ^an^ 
massive superstractiire indicated the masonry of toUo^ 
semote age, we found the caverns to be so numerous* 
that Jthey occupied one entire side of a considerable 
mountain. Upon its summit were the towers and 
battlements of a very large fortress, supposed to have 
bdonged to the Genoese, but perhaps originally part 
of the fortifications wected by Dit^iantos, one of the 
generah ofMithridates. From the appearances «£ 
statxcasse, leading also to the very cavanos befoxemes* 
tionedyit is evident that a fortress must have sUtod. 
liaace ever since the excavations were first made, 
whatsoever he ^e date of their origin* Serend 
Aspek) together with tiie remains of sonesqiulchTCB^ 
i^^amktly iooiistnioted for the bo^ieaof dislifl|;atf2ied 
peisons, are among these chambersy which are nevr 
tenanted by the T&tars and their goats. The stooe 
coffins seiFve as drinking^troughs for the catUe: the 
altars, once amddng with incense, are now fihli^ re- 
ceptacles for dung asod mud. - Pallas, who had paid 
oonsideratde attention to the subject,: believed that 1^ 
these remains, whether of buildii^ or ei^^v^tiA 
chambers, originated in a settlemait of Ariaitt, niMf 
when Christianity met with general perseeotteOy 4ed 
to these rodu, and fortified . themselvee against ^tb0 
barbarous inhabitants of the peninsula, ^milar ifot^ 
are found in other parts of the Crimea^ particnlaj^ 
at ShMu and Mankoupi; also in Italy and other pvts 
of Europe : jand they have generally be^i attrilmle4 
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to the Ii^boun of those Christians who fled from per- 
meation."* 

The air of the valley of Inkerman is very unhealthy 
during the autumn and summer months : indeed, the 
Mane may be said, in some degree, of nearly the whole 
^ninsula. Tertian fevers' are the most ^prevalent 
eomplaints. The exhalations of extensive marshes, 
that are often covered by the sea, and that surround 
the mouth of a stream at the end of the Bay of 
Aktiar, are supposed by Pallas to be the cause of the 
unwhoksomeness of the air. ThejN>il near the town 
is full of saltpetre ; and a manufsctory of it, on a very 
simple and easy process, has lately been established. 
The Crimea is subject to the plague of locusts. When 
Dr. Lyall was here, he saw about 200 TAtars, armed 
with branches of trees tied together, and dubs, oocu. 
pied in destroying them, by beating tiiem against the 
ground. They sddom rose above two or three feet 
from the ground, but sprang up in myriads as he rode 
Among them. There are two speeies known here, —. 
the common migratory locust, and the herald, or mes« 
tenger locust, so named because it precedes the com- 
mon locust ; it is nearly twice its die. The migra- 
tory locust, when fluttering in the sun*s rays, exhibits 
a fiery appearance, from the redness of its legs and 
inferior wings ; it possesses wonderful strength in its 
limbs, so that, when pressed down by the hand on a 
table, they have almost power to raise the fliers. 
Locusts destitute of wings are also sometimes found 
in the Crimea. A small kind of caterpillar seems 
peculiar to the peninsula, whidi is very destructive to 
the vine, committing its depredations in April and 
May : wiien full-grown, it is half an inch in length, 
and the thickness of a straw ; it has sixteen legs ; 
• Clarke, voL U. p. S03. 
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F^Uaa refHTcla it «a a Bflntecript. There are 4ltfee 
ipeeiea of venomouB insects, particiileriy wmtrfinff^^ 
tra^eUera, ia the Crimea. One secou to remnMtikk 

htge black tarantula of the south of Ital^, but is -^a 
tremendous sixok Br. Olarke caught one wkh a- ffik 
pi tongs, which, when extended in a natural poet»^ 
U|K>n a table, eaabraced with its daws a droumieipQa^ 
whose diameter equalled nearly three Inebee. Tbe 
secend species, also a spider, is smaller, but more 0tti^ 
voidable. Pallas assured Dr. Clarke, that its bite hbA 
proved fatal ia cases ^ere he had himself att^ided^ 
the patient ; it is, however, rare. The third kind el 
YenomoRM insect is tho centipede, or 8C9lopmdra mer- 
miam^ the bite of which is teiriUe ; it is Very oommoa 
in dry timber, beneath stones, andM fiesam o( M 
griMuid. In the mountainous districtaof the C^fii^itia,' 
scorpions are ftumd. 

I>r» Clarke ap pea r s to have latisfiBtorily aicertakied 
^e site of the aadent town of Hupatorium. Tb& 
plain ^ng betwena it aiid> Qiersenesus ia csvered 
with ruined fatiildhigs. The latter, however, is %y 
£n? the most -interesting object, e^^edaUy when we 
reflecton its fonner grandenr.* SoiloAg as ^e T&t»s 
posaeiMd 4he Crimea^ its magniietot ruins were <e*i 
garded widi surprise an^ reverence ; but tiie Russlaaa 
had no such feelings ; and Pidlas significantly remarki, 
that the codstruetion of Sevastopol finishied i;he 4^ 
sjtruotion of thia ancirait city« Some traces of M 
city, however, stiU remained wtMn Dr, Lyall iMM 
It in May 1823. Immensely thi<^ waDs, at one plaec^ 
p^etsated by a low arch, rose to the height of ^ia ^ 
eight feet above tho level of the ground, held together - 
by a 'Smarly cement,'* similar to that employed attfttf 
castle of Inkerman; giVBt •quantities of stOne, abo, 
lay scattered on the plain. 
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{FheiHeiaioleotic Ghersoiitisiis is supposed to have 
JbeeorlKMmded by a line running from Sevastopol or 
Xadc«r«Mtt, to Balaclava. Tke port of Baladava 
{B^tta €Uavay.th» beautifill port) is represented by 
Ji^^ Glai^ as '<me of the most remarkable in the 
OrinMa: it if «amplefely sheltered by high hil]% and 
k»t^BitniocB isao narrow, that the waters -urithin it 
vm as siaoo^ as those of a. lake, even when the sea is 
X9^ng tremendously at Us entrance* It is about a 
finite in; length, about 200 fathoms in breadth, and in 
d«^thv ^'^'W near th6 shore,> £r<mi fifteen to twenty 
lathoms. Its hai^Mmr is most accurately described by 
StJsabe, . The town its^possesses nothing ^markable, 
except its fortress^' which is supposed to have been 
boilt.by the .Ore^, and< repaired by ^e Otenoese. It$ 
population eonsiots of about 1,200 Greeks, from tho 
Mfure&i a set of pirates to -wlmm Catherine II. assig|iied 
t)ie>pliiQe lor the se^rvioes thef trendered to Rusarar.itt 
hM>war with'^e Ttu*ks*' . 
^i^rom) Balaclava^ Br.. LyaU proeeeded by Muehu.. 
latk% to the:-oelebfat0d vaU^y <^ Baidar. The road 
1^9^ t^9W£^ a ples^ant dell, bounded by lifted roeks, 
th^ sides aaod sumolits of whidi are*fovered with the 
oak, the ash, ther cherry-tree, the mountain-ash, and 
the .ha9el# jRespecting^ tbe m|ich*eitoUed beauty of 
t^P /fine vaHey« the aeoounts of travellers singukrly 
di^, It has beenk'dcaecibed by Xiady Craven and 
Mjm. Cl«ithne^ unhdar the title of the Taurio Arcadia 
a^d the Crimean Tempe. Pr. Oarke, however j says^ 
tW^MlJWitf not admit of a^ (comparison with ma«y of 
the beautiful soen^, in- Swltzeriand,' or ewen Narway 
uMl Sweden $ and he seems disposed: to give the pnei* 
fSKoneeto^valeef B<daGia;ra. Pallas considers even 
thfl vales ed CttucafUft a» far siirpasfflng this ceWirated 
tfotk It extends abcmt ten mile* frcm neiith-west to 
q2 
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north-east ; its breadth rarying from five to ^. thi 
the south, it is bounded by woody mountains, wliiA 
run along the sea-coast ; on the east, by a rapid dt^ 
vity ; on the north, by a ridge of rockil, which divldfe 
it from iamother valley, and by wooded hills ; aild d^ 
the west, by the rocks of Vamutka. MeaddwS, wobdl, 
corn-fields, gardens, vineyards, enclosed and intersect^ 
by green hedges and plantations, neat Villages, tM 
numerous clear rividets, fill the eye in every directioti. 
** So ridi is the foliage, that ranges of TAtar huts along 
the sides of the hills, and scattered throughoutthe plain, 
are nearly concealed from the view, or only shew thei* 
rustic tops amidst masses of verdure. The fine oaks 
and enormous walnut-trees are peculiarly remarkable 
Pallas alludes to a tree of the latter spedes, whidi 
annually produced from 80 to 100,000 nuts." 

Fron^ Balaclava all along to Cafib, of Theodosia, 
the Tauridan mountains are described by Dr. LyaQ as 
forming an ^' immense terrace, or line ci bold and 
lofty promontory, broken into mountains, sometimes 
presenting their perpendicular or overhanging fronts 
sometimes exhibiting their fantastic profiles, separated 
into cliffs and peaks, and sometimes descending by 
gentle declivities to the valleys, or stretching to 
numerous beautiful b^ys of the sea: ' The distai^ 
between the mountains and the sea may rtay ttoA 
two and three to six and eight mil€» x and the hiikt-i 
ven^ng space is occupied by a succession of fine valkys, 
from Laspi to n^ar Sudak. The imposing botilidary 
is here and there naked, but is genehdly coveted witb 
woods or scattered trees ; and many traxispaiMal 
streams issue from between the rocks, whidi at diikUt 
swell into cascades, and roll towards the oceati, wite^^ 
ing the low lands in their progress.'* Dr. Claikft,' 
when speaking of this part t^ the Crimea, breaks Mt 
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Uito the following panegyric : ^' If there exist upon 
e^th a terrestrial paradise, it is to be found in the 
dis^ct intervening between KfiitchCickoy (a village 
^iipon the most southern point of the Crimea) and 
3udak. Protected by encircling Alps from every cold 
and blighting wind, and only open to those breezes 
which are wafted from the south, the inhabitants 
enjoy every advantage of climate and of situation. 
Continual streams of crystal water pour down from 
the mountains upon their gardens, where every species 
of friut known in the rest of Europe, and many that 
are not, attain the highest perfection. Neither un- 
wholesome exhalations, nor chilling winds, nor veno- 
mous insects, nor poisonous reptiles, nor hostile neigh, 
hours, infest their blissful- territory. The life of its 
inhabitants resembles that of the golden age. The 
soil, like a hot-bed, rapidly puts forth such a variety 
of spontaneous produce, that labour becomes merely 
an amusing exercise* Peace and plenty crown their 
board; while the repose they so much admire, is 
interrupted only by harmless thunder, reverberating 
In the rocks above them, or by the yiurmur of the 
waves upon the beach below." The ^earned Traveller 
visited the Heradeotic Peninsula twice. In his second 
excursion, he was accompanied by Pallas, with whom 
he had an opportunity of exploring some of the wildest 
retreats in this part of the Crimea, where the Genoese* 



* In the south of the Crimes, the OeDoese language is not yet 
<|uite extinct During their long residence in this country, they 
not only introduced many of their own terms into the native lan- 
guagt of the peninsula, but incorporated many Tatar and Greek 
.words with the Italian. Of this, Pallas and Dr. Clarke give several 
specimens; but, in some of these, it is difficult to determine to 
whldi language the origin of the word ought to be referred, or 
whether it may not. In both languagM, be traced to a common 
origin. 
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h»^e erected fortresses upon tbe most praci^toitft «nd 
inaooessible places. One of the most reiiuu*kfl)^ of 
these i& the citadel of Mankoup, which is c€ €iMm^ 
ordinary magnitude, and, aooordii^ to I>r« Ohli%6, 
may be truly described as being in the ckrads. ^I^ iivltf 
originally built by the Greeks, possessed afterwaMls 
by the Genoese, and thm taken possestton 4>tbf^^ 
colony of Jews* It covers the summit of a semiotrcolv', 
iasulated mountain, the ascent to wbidh has Mtke 
been paved the whole way, but is now eztreBiiely dtf- 
£cult. On every side ^pear caverns and- gk>omy 
passages, hewn in the solid rock. . Upon the most 
■elevated part is a beautiful plain, oov«ced with a &ie 
turf, from which all the other mountains, hills, woads, 
and villages may be discerned. ^' While with 'dismay 
and caution,'* says Dr. Clarke, ^' we crept upon- oar 
hands and knees, to look ov^ the brink erf these 
fearful heights, a hall^lad T&tiur, wild a»-1^ winds 
of the n^rth, mounted upon a colt e^aUy unsoMaed, 
without saddle or bridle, except the twisted stem of a 
wild vine, gallcrped to the very edgb of the preoipioe, 
and th«*e, as his horse stood prancing upon the borders 
o£ eternity, amused himself in pointing out to » the 
diiSu^nt' pUces In the vast district which -the eye 
commanded." A few steps Jead f^om the north«easteni 
point of the moufitain down to a cavern, called by* die 
T4tacB, <' The Cape of the < Wlmls.'* Dr. Ckorkrttp- 
poses it to have been a pkce of military diiservatnn ; 
it is hewn out of the soUd atone, aAd is open on £ter 
sides. Through the arched apertures, ^ b most exten- 
sive view, over distant mountains and rolling douds, 
forms a sublime spectacle,'' In the opinion of our 
Traveller, there is nothing, in any part of Eorspe, 
which can surpass the tremendous grandeur of the 
scenery. 
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from this moimtai% Dr. Clarke went, by way of 
$haki{x, a village' bdonging to Professor Pallas, to 
JBii^adliva. In his road, he passed several pits from 
4^dbL the Tatars dig that kind (d foller^s day called 
Xiif'^^il (literally, foam-earth), and by the Germans^ 
mMtsohaum, ^^ This substance, before the capture of 
the Gdmea, was a considerate mrticle of commerce 
with Constantino^, where it is used in the pidjlie 
baths to cleanse the hair of the women. It is often 
■old to Geiman merchants, for the manufactoi^ of 
tkese beautiful tobacco pipes that are- called eeume tie 
m»er by the French." Since the interruption of oom* 
merce between the Crimea and Turitey, the day requi* 
site in this manufacture has been dug up near Eski 
Shekhr, in Anatolia. 

In Crimea Proper, the vale of Sudak, and the town 
of Caffa, are the only other objects which our Hmits 
will permit us to notice.. This beautiftil vale, whidi 
oictends from the jnduntains to. the seashore, is up- 
wards of three versts in length, by from two to- three 
in breadt^i A rivulet flowa throuf^ it • into the : sea. 
Vineyards and* groves of trees, intermixed with • fine 
poplars, abound on all sides. The cottages of the 
fpopneton, one or two stories high, tiled and whHe- 
washed after the European manner, add greatly to 
the beauty of the scene* The vineyards, whidi be- 
limg to the crown, are of considerable extent : some 
of the vines are native, but most of them exotic. The 
kinda of wine now made here, chiefly fi^om ferdgn 
vines, are called, red and whitewine ,of Zante, red and 
white wine of- Corfu, red French wine, white Hunga* 
^ rlan wine, and red daret ; besides different kinds of 
red and white Crimean wine. The whole quantity 
made in 1821, amounted to 60,000 vedros, each of 
fifteen small-sized bottles. About four versts from 
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the yincfyards is the castle ef Sadak, sapposed to hav» 
been buOt by the Genoese : when entire, it musthas^ 
been a pUice of g^reat strength. A few Tktast hffusai 
hear it, and others scattered over the plain, £ona th(| 
modem village of Sudak. In ancient times, tj^ 
)»laoe had attained such celebrity for its extensive eom^ 
meroe, that all the Greek possessions in the Crimea 
were at one period, denominated Sugdiana, 

On the post road from the T4tar capital of the 
Crimea to Cafia and Kertch, is Karassu-bazar (black 
water market), ^e great mart of the peninsula, espe- 
cially for fruit and wine, whero also is held a great 
annual fair for horses and cattle. The town contains 
a Russian church, a Greek church, a fine Roman 
Catholic church, recently erected, an Armenian 
church, about twenty mosques, and a synagogue. Its 
inhabitants, estimated by Dr. LyaU at nearly 5,000, 
are Tdtars, Armenians, Greeks, Italians, Jews, and 
Rusuans. It contains several tanneries, candle and 
soap manufactories, and tile-works. It has also loDg 
been famed for its manufacture of red and yellow 
morocco, which is soft and pliant like silk, and at the 
same time thick and strmg. 

Cafftky which has generally, but erroneously, been 
supposed to be the Theodosia of the andents,* is a 
sea.p(Mrt town, standing near a beautiful bay, |m>tected 



* Dr. Clarke has dtad aer^ial authoilties, which teem to ptorH 
diatCaffkistheandentXatvy, orCShoMim, ** one of die thnee for- 
treaes built by Sdlurus and his sons against the genenJs of 
Mithridates rand which rose out of the ruins of Theodosia, from 
which it was tMrty miles distant. Arrian calls Theodosia, tte 
deserted city. Its real site, the learned Traveller supposed to H 
Starai Crim (Eski Krim, Old Crimea), where are found imt0 
and ruins of decided antiquity, some of whidi still retain mariu ai 
great magnificence. But this place, Pallas thinks, was the i 
Cbmnerium. 
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by a promoiilory £r6m almost eirery wind,' except thoB6 
fhwA tiie north and south-west. Its latitude is 45*" 6' 
30* North ; its longitude, 35** 12' 46" East. At the 
^ttiod of its great^t prosperity, under the Genoese, 
it Was styled Krim Stamboul, or the Constantinople of 
^^ Crimea. * It now occupies only a small level 
f«p(tce between the bay and an amphitheatrioal range 
of hills, containing but few streets, and scarcely any 
of them kre regular ; but the former splendour of this 
deserted city is still manifest in the numerous sub- 
terraneous chambers and innumerable ruins. WheA 
I>r. Clarke was here, the Russian soldiers were per- 
mitted to overthrow the beautiful mosques, or to con- 
vert them into magazines, to pull down the minarets, 
tear np the public fountains, and destroy all the public 
Aqueducts, for the sake of a small quantity of lead 
which they were thereby enabled to obtain. Some of 
the fountains were of gr^at antiquity, and had been 
beautifully decorated with marUe reservoirs, exhibit- 
injg bas-reliefs and inscriptions. Almost every street 
was once supplied and adorned with them ; but they 
were nearly aU demolished when Dr. Clarke arrived. 
l^e sculptured marbles of its ancient GFreek inha- 
bitants had shared the same fate^ The population of 
Oaffa has of late been on the increase, and is now 
•ui^KMed to be between 3 and 4,000 souls, dtiefly 
foreigners, as the T4tars are not permitted to dwell 
in any maritime towns. The trade of the place also 
U reviving, though still inconsiderable, owing to its 

^ Even at this day. Dr. LyaU says, the Tatan tometimes call it 
K-atchiik Stambul, Little Cbottantiiiopleb In the daya of iti pro- 
ipeiityf it is laki to have contained 36,000 houses within its walls, 
and, i»yT^»«<*«g the suburtM, not fewer than 44,00a Previously to 
llie conquest of the Crfanea, it is stated to have contafaied 16,000 
houses^ In 1800, fifty ftmfliesftjirmed the whole population of this 

eacB magnificent city. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36B ESIBSIA« 

Imwbkg %w€(kmxiaLh\enYtkR ia Odewa tind Tognaogk 
Tho RoMifta Oovemment, Dr. Lyafl reraaprka, is ai« 
deikTvmriiig to re-eitablish thepco^erity of tke Grkota, 
w^idi its armies have deflated, ^' by . infltitatiilg 
foreign as trell as Russian ocdflsues; by h ni J din g i M rf? 
racks and othjer erown edifices; by 'OEgainsi^g 
tfibuinls and a central seat of juslioe $ ^ zesteing' 
aadent names ; by fanning a fleet ; and Jby^twlttnig 
and renovatiag towns, as SewHx^pele, Sympberofiefc^ 
Kaffa, and Kertch. But tbe popttlatitOL is gone; :aiid 
ib^ most useful and industrious. pe(^, tke GceelM 
and the Axmeniansy have Aeftrly all left the pewutsula 
Industry and commerce are no nM»«, . tkeiighntiM 
Crimea is surrounded with ports on^ the lEHmk. fips 
andtheiS^.of Aaof. Sevastopde may.oov^kiBe^ke 
gveat naval station of the south of Russia ; Safl^caad 
Kertch may bec<»ne fine small townS-ofravwnediiQBM 
and Syxnpheropole may boast of its tribmuUs aniilt 
being ^ihe seat of a goremm^ut ftdmini^tratiiM 
but the pioq^ect of the Crimea .ever x-^gvaopg its 
iix^portanc^ under the Russians, is vory smalL*' 

.Between Sympheropoland the. vale eC iUnshlaf 
rises the. 7oAa<2tr-<2d^A, the Tr^^eois ^ Stiatbo^ Aft 
highest mountain in the peninsula* Its perpendiada* 
height does not eKcetd 1^300 feet; butat^jifltd se 
n^dly from the coast, that its apparent .elevatien is 
much greater* Ahnest the wheie of the Grtme^naf 
be seen £rom- its summit in dear weatheti r It* wv 
ascended byMr. Cripps, the c(Rnpa9iea^,Bn433aikoi 
Ontb^e south, the .mountains w^9 seen skjrtiBg die 
coast from Cafia to. ^alad^va; westw.ard«^tkfi.:ciiani 
seemed to terminate at Bakhtchiserai ; northward- «f 
this li|ie, the whole Crimea and, b^nd. the isthntitf^ 
the U]g*aine, forms one vast campaign^ consisting of » 
calcareous deposite, containing the remains of laartae 
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All the h%ba^ part* of the TohadiiN-Aigh 
edaWt ai mass of very oomp«Gt grey limestmie* Its 
htmenTdistneb is covered wkh thick groves. " With 
n^iafe 4ifierent views," remarks a female traveller (Mfs; 
IiQl4eniesse), *'* has this singularly shaped moontiiUn 
been iriewed by difierent Aatioas, and hoir plaihly 
hmmAaff betokened their s«rend habits i» the nunes 
i^di they»have chosen ta affix to ft. The Greeks 
cdlsdit Table Mountain ; the Tfttars, Te6t Moun^^ 
tbitt ; the Cossacks, Saddle^ Mountain ; but an Ehg^ 
ll^man at Sevastopol, told a friend of mine^ that he 
Gonndered it as reseihbling no^ihig so much as a 
sidftin of beef !" 

. Before we take leave of Crimea P)^p«er, we shall 
amail ourselves of the notices contained fn the works 
oi Drs. Clarice and Lyall, relative to the d(toestic 
habits of the iiativ(» T&tar population. They are 
divided into three classes : the moorxas^ or noblemen'^ 
the muiMh$-f or priests ; aild the peasantry. A mti^^ 
i»-at. the iiead of ever^ settlement; afod nothing of 
importance is und«rtaken Without- his Connsel ; hi« 
l4adi8j^loi:^^^edand<sownfoF him; his ooni reaped, 
•■i c$rd^- home $ an<^ it it seldom that the pro^M^etor 
of tfae^Soil takes tithe of tho priest. The moorzas of 
the Oi<ii&ea atiaount to about ^adO. The^ drescr resemi 
blestlMitof theCiixsdflsiafas ; thefar manners are elegant^ 
aQd*th«y ride octremely welK The cottages, even of 
UieNfooter sokt, are (»trem6ly dean. The floor is of 
eavth^ ikept smooth^ ton^' and dry, and Covmdwith 
mais OTiOai^pets* The' meanest T&tar has ^ double 
dwaittngf one f^ himself tmA his guests, and one fbr 
hl» woVBiBtu Sometimes, when a T&tar has two wives, 
eaeh^thrai^has a separatediamber. Wh«n a stranger 
airivesy he is conducted to the apartment appropriated 
frar men, and a bakin of wafer and dean napkin are 
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-jpreB&ated to hhn^ to waah hit hands. He hss th^ 
placed before him, curds, creaia, honey in the^iMnl^ 
poached eg^, roasted fowls, fruit, or whatever dsa: 
the dwelling affords ; water is again brought i&, albv' 
the meal is over, as they eat with the fingers^ like 
other Orientals. In the houses of the rich, a lon^ 
pipe is then presented, the tube of dierry-tree wood, 
tipped with ivory or amber. After this, carpets and 
cushions are laid for the guests, that they may repdisu. 
Sour milk, mixed with water, is a&vourite beverage ; 
and they consume a great quantity of h(Miey, which is 
of a very superior quality. Their mode of keej^ng 
and taking bees is very rude and simple, but effectuaL 
'' They form cj^ders, about six inches in diameter, 
from the trunks oi young trees, sooc^ing out almost 
all the wood from the baric ; then, dosing the ex- 
tremities of these cylinders with mortar or with 
mud, they place them horizontally piled upon one 
another in their gardens for hives.'* When they 
wish to open these cylinders for hmkey, the bees are 
detached merely by their being held over a {neoe of 
burning paper, without any aid of su^^mr. To 6very. 
cottage is attached a garden, in wfaidi the walnut, the 
mulberry, the vine, the fig, the olive, the pomegranatd:, 
the peach, and the apricot abound. In the cultivatiim 
of these gardens, they find their chief amuseraeat 
Both young and old shave their heads. In maamtPif 
they wear a turban ; in winter, a kind of hdmet joCi 
wool ; beneath both, at all times, even in the howe^ 
is worn a skull-cap. In summer, their 1^^ mmj £ae^ 
are naked; in winter, bandaged Hke the Puhiwm 
Their shirts, wide at the sleeves, hang over jiheir 
fingers' ends ; whenever, therefore, they are at iPodc,# 
or at their meals, they are obliged' to put back the 
sleeve, leaving the arm bare. They wear a jacket of 
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silk or eotion, wit^ a tmatl pocket, in whieh are kept 
ilie eteel and flint for kindling their pipes. Their 
tm«rserB are large and loose, bound tight below the 
knee^ but falling in thick folds upon the calf of the 
leig. Some of their customs display a taste for finery. 
Their pillows are cohered with coloured linen ; and 
the naj^uns for their ablutions are embroidered and 
Annged* The stool whidi answers the purpose of a 
table for supporting a tray during their meals, is often 
Ornamented with carved work, or inlaid with mother. 
Of-pearl. They take great ddight in the open air : 
the men, in the summer numths, make little use of 
the dwelling, sleeping at night beneath the pcHtioo, or 
under lEk tree. In the principal chamber is a |datform, 
raised about a iioot from the floor, and occupying 
entirely one aide of the apartment, on which are 
ranged their household dietts, dH domfsHd^ carpets, 
mats, cndilons, and dothes. Their fondness for ab- 
lations seems to arise not merely from a principle of 
rdigion, bnt from a £eeling similar to that Which 
BOtakes them delight in being exposed to the air. 
If any one of them, or of their guests, dianoes to fall 
toleep, although but for a few mimites, during the 
day, irater is bi^mght to wash him as soon as he 
awakes^ In every house is to be found one or more 
oo^es of the Koran, written in very beautiful diarae- 
ters $ these the children are taught, at an early age, 
flot only to read, but to copy. The principal posaes- 
sitmt of the Tatars consist in cattle ; herds of thou. 
ttnds are seen in the steppes, and these are often the 
property of a single pers(m. Dr. Clarke noticed 
Among them many hundred camels ; they are employed 
to draw the waggons in which the Tatars convey their 
funiUes. The Tauridan camel has a double hump, 
being of the Bactrian species. The highest points of 
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txeeUeDce in the TAtv ciittaoler, are their sohin^ 
and chastity, by both of which Uiey are universaJQIy 
* distinguished. The T&tar law, in cases of infidelity^ 
•enteaoes the offender to be placed in a grave dug f«( 
tiie purpose, when, the whole neighhoorhood beji^ 
assembled for many v^rsts round, each penon preoaqjk 
flings a stone, and the ddinquent is thusat once vUx^tA 
to death ai^d buried. The Crim T&tars^ howe^« 
DOW imder the Russian Goy^nment, and suhje^ td 
Bnssian laws, are no longer able to e^i^eroise their owtK 
eustomsi and this among the rest has fallen into 
disuse. Of thdr industry^ a pretty oorreot idea mi^ 
be formed from their practice of Egging In a sitting 
posture. . It is very. usual to see them hewing wood 
withpqMS in their meuths, and perfonmng thisdoid^e 
eperaSion, even in moderate weather, with the addi« 
tion^l incumbrance of a heary pelisse^ - 

A few mtsevaUe houses,, a small church, and a jetty: 
of piles, point out to the-trayeOer Kertsch, theanoeot 
FanticapKum,.* a j^ace of great importance ahore- 
2,000 yean aigo, ^mder the kings of the ,Boephoiu|. 
At present, its population does not exceed 3 or 400 1 
but tb» Government intend to~ rebuild the town. U, 
Is, howeves, ^rich in Antiquities. According to Dr* 
Clarke, there is peihaps no- part of the Crimea whersi 
a travcdler will find so many. '^ The peasants gladly 
exchange for a fewcc^tecs, the ancient coins which 
they have , discovered in. the soiU. The walls of the 
town are fuU of- broken, and some entire *n**^^W 
with bas-reliefs and inscriptions, i^lec^ and^ 
ruined.^ There are also a fortresa and. «athedia^ 
built by the Genoese, . now nearly in ruinsl the. 



* It is from Panticapseunt that the Imaginary Anadunli 
to have embarked for Greece. 
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iilbabitaiits have a traditien, that Mithiididtes was 
bun[ed near thi^ ta«m, which is in direct contradiction 
to Appian*s statement, that he was buried by Povn|>ey 
at .6i^0pe, ini the cemcftery of l^s; ancestors ; but the 
mound which they eh^w as his tomb, (called by the 
y&tars Attyn Obo,) isrso j«markable foar its sive and 
h^i^ht, that Dr. Clai^ce says, it is scaro^y possible to 
believe it to have been the result of huvnan labour. 
The tumulus stands on the most elevated spot in this 
part of the Crimea, and is visible £or many mile^ 
round. . A: range ^f similar '^tMiit4/t conl^ues fdr sdme 
versts along the lofty ridge. One of these, which has 
been lately opened, exhibited an arched entrance and 
regular apartments, in which were found several coins 
and medals. The name of Mithridates is associated 
with various other objecta in this neighbourhood. 

PROM TAMAN TO THE CAUCASIAN LINE. 

Pallas giv^ a fbrmidsible-descriptioit of the navi- 
gation of the Bosphorus from Kertch or Yenikal^, 
to the i^ of Taman ; but, except in a storm, Br. 
Lyall says, with the Greeks and their excellent boats, 
there is not the least danger. The isle of Taman was 
formerly included in Asia; but modem geographers 
make the river Terek the boundary line. The capital, 
which now bears the name of the island, was the an. 
cient Phanagoria. The ruins ^ the ancient city still 
eoLtended^ at the time of I^. CHarke's visit, over all 
the suburbs { but vast masses of marble, with inscrip- 
tfons and bas^eliefs, were bsirbarously used in the 
construction' of the fortress founded by Suwarrow. 
l%is occupies an immense space, surrounded with a 
fKteh aad a low rampart with many casnon, but 
could not withstand a weU-^irected attack for a sii^le 
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day. The town of Taman at present contaibkoii^ 
47 houses ; its stationary population does not ezde^ 
160 males. 

One of the most remarkable antiquities of the Ts^ 
of Taman, is a naumachia, 1,000 paces in diaincito!^ 
and surrounded with' ruins and foundations. The 
whole of its area is paved with broad flat stones. l4i^ 
conduits for conveying water into it, when a nim 
combat was to take place, stiU remain. Not far fr^nn 
it are the ruins of a Grecian temple. Twenty-seven 
miles from the town of Taman, is a mud volcano. 
On ^e 27th of February, 1794, an explosicfn to<^ 
place, which was followed hy a column of fire risii^ 
perpendicularly to the height of 50 fathoms, and 90 
in drcomference : this was visible for about twenty 
minutes. When it disappeared, it was ascertained 
that the hill had been rent. Great quantities of mud 
were thrown into the air : at first it flowed rapidly, 
then slower, on all sides of the hill. Wlien Pallas 
visited it, there appeared to be 100,000 cubic fathofns 
of mire, the whole perfectly uniform, resembling a 
bluish grey, fat clay : ■ there were some few mtuSk 
stones among it. When Dr. Clarke visited the h^ 
there was nothing remarkable to be seen, except some 
springs of nauseous black water within the cavities 
from which the fire and miid had proceeded. In tbe 
neighbourhood of Bughas there is one of the petrcfteton 
springs so commcoi in this isle ; but it yieldn biii;^ 
small quantity. Near that village, a small semicirctiShr 
bay forms part of the liman or estuary f^ the Kilfiililu 
This riv^, the Hispanis of the Greeks, is one of ll^ 
largest of the Caucasus. It has its source In tlbe 
Elborus, and forms the boundary between the Bussian 
empire and the Circassian territory. After a long 
course, it gives off a branch near Kapil, called the 
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Tcherrun-Protok (black stream), which falls into the 
Sea of Azof, while the Kuban at length disdiarges 
itself into the Black Sea. A third branch of the same 
river forms the island Astchenief, which is larger 
than Taman, but fidl of sand and marshes. '' It was 
originally a peninsula, but, a -^hort time before the 
commencement of the Christian era, Phamaces, King 
of the Bosphorus, transformed it into an island, by 
piercing the banks of the Kuban, and turning the 
waters of this third branch into the Sea of Asof.'' 

Although Bughas is a small village, yet, as it is 
near the frontiers of Circassia, and the narrowest part 
of the straits is only about half a mile in width, it is 
a place of great importance. The Russian Govern- 
ment, accordingly, always maintain a considerable 
force here, and have besides adopted the wise pcdicy 
of granting Taman to the Tchamomorskoi Cossadca, 
or Cossacks of the Black Sea. Their territory com- 
prises upwards of 1,000 square miles, stretching, on 
the south, from the mouth of the Laba to the embou- 
chure of the Kuban ; on the north and east, to the 
govemmmit of Ecaterinoslaf and of the Don CossadLs ; 
and on the west, to the Black Sea, the Bo^homs, 
and the Sea of Azof. It forms part of the govern^ 
ment of the Caucasus, with the exception of Taman, 
which is in the government of the Crimea. Dr. 
Clarke thinks, that the Cossacks of the Euzine do not 
resemble the Cossacks of the Don, either in habits, 
disposition, or any circumstances of external, deport- 
ment. Dr. Lyall, on the contrary, could not discover 
any marked diiferences between them. They have 
their own attaman and particular administration, but 
their country is under the inspecti(m of a Ru«|ian 
governor. They are descended from the Cossacks of the 
Ukraine, and were long the bulwark of the Russian 
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territories tgtitfse (^ TAtar» ol ikttCtimeiu AtfiiM 
WMfd^Mr ^ebr^Mtit'serviees.^iiiew^with^'uTlDeytft 
17^^ tke lBin|H«»s grai^tecL^them the ooimtry the^ Mt 
yotiOM, whi<^ had then < lately heen conquered fttxit 
the Knhan Titws. In l^dS, ftbout 15,000']Bale^ tiM 
i^ their abotde on the Kuban, formed their ciq'^ 
and;ie^mL ¥iilage8, and were diarged ^wbAi the- do^ 
ietiee of the line of the Knhan along their own tir^ 
lory. They . live dtiefly by feeding cattle, -firiiht^,' 
and voUedtiHg salt, part of itrMch they faxkamg^ 
with the Circassians. One. branch c^ the mUilary 
duty of these- GoBsaoks, is, to keep watch upon the 
vkkka^ or obiBerV8tories4 The construction of these 
is Tery simple. A board or floor about four «r five 
Ilit sqtiare, with a low imil rovUkd it, is raised in the 
airtorthefaeig^ of thirty or forty fttet, and fastened 
t» four pests or tvees, one at each, -comer. There is 
fsequently no ladder, but only cross bars betireen the 
trees on. one side, by ^^uch the scsitin^ ascend and 
dmend. These nide waleh-towers are found at eadi 
«f:tha stations, as well as at every piquet. At im^ 
«Mue faggot «& prepared, covered with hay, to keep^t 
dry in bad weather, which is kindled &e motnent fltf 
eaeo^is s4en; '^ It must be ft^real penance," rentttflw 
Bv.'liyal}, >^^ teremain four hours in the afar in ooKI 
sold bad weather ; bat ^m passive olmdience^ of tiktf 
Oessaoks astonii&ed us. Our road lay dose by'Ae 
vithSmsy and we often passed them without ezdlto^ a 
look or a motion from the sentinels, who irtodd ffli:^ 
siBMres, with i^ielr bad&s towards us, and tiieir hUbA 
towardsCircassia, as if a horde of mountain deiffci^hifM 
had been advandng.*' 

ffhe eapital cf these Cossacks is called Ecatetthiodar, 
^ the Oift of Catherine, founded by that Empress in 
tt9f . It is a mean and small place, with a popuhdSon 
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of about 3,000. When Dr. Lyall was there, he re- 
cdved a visit from a Circassian prince, with his two 
sons, his priest, two of his nobles, and about a dozen 
of his suite, all in uniform and well armed. '^ The 
prince (named Pshi Mahmet Eadjemko) was a tall, 
well-proportioned man, of about forty years <^ age. 
In his physiogpiomy, there was no expression of 
talents, but mudi of good humour: his complacent 
manners struck us forcibly. His cap was cux>o]a« 
formed, made of leather, and bordered with black 
sheep-skin. His upper garment, made like the oosta 
of the Cossadc officers, was dark-ccdoured and striped; 
and above it was a coat of chain armour. This was 
covered with a sort of white linen tunic The arms 
were defended by steel armour, silvwed and gilt, and 
otherwise ornamented at the wrists ; and below it was 
a sort of sleeve, which reached the middle of the hand. 
His blue pantidoons were embroidered with ailver, 
and bound at the knees with red leather garters ; and 
his boots, formed of red and yellow leather, were ex- 
tremely long, sharp-pmnted, and drawn dose to itm 
leg and foot by laces. In his right hand, he held a 
Circassian whip, which, instead of having a lash', ter- 
minated in a heart-shaped thong, red on one side and 
yellow on the other. Such an instrument is admirably 
calculated for making a noise against a horse*8 sides. 
His bow and its case, his quiver full of arrows, and 
his sabre, we were allowed to examine ; but his pist<^ 
were in the holsters of his saddle on the other side of 
the Kuban. The sabre was of Damascus workman- 
ship and very beautiful ; but its handle, formed of 
ivory, was so beset with long and sharp projections, like 
teeth, that we had to put on gloves before grasping it. 
The prince's sons were plainly dressed in the Ciroaasiaa 
style. The mohla {mullah) wore a white turban, a wide, 
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flowing) scarlet robe, aod yellow boots, and was alia 
armed with a sabre. - The suite were moderately wdl 
dressed, and were all well armed. As is nsual^ &e& 
guns were enclosed in goat-^kin cases, with the haiSr 
Ptttside. The Circassians who were here for cotnm^- 
oial purposes, w^e very badly clothed, and all of them 

had a wild and savage a^>ect Having bade us faireb* 

vrell, the prjnce and. his suite betook themselves to 
their canoes, which they paddled across the river. To 
imr sunrise, in a few minutes, the whole ci the party, 
snotun^ on horseback, issued frcnn an endosure on 
^he other side pf Uie Kuban. The prince first appeared 
iPf]/ a white steed ; then the mohla upon a dark grey 
hoiw ; and they, were followed by the whole suite. 
The horses w^e remarkably fine, and held their l^ads 
extremely high. This cavalcade paraded up and dpwn 
lipon the banks of the river : the prince's eldest son 
|^9ped backwards and forwards, and all seemed 
j^usy; with preparations, the meaning of which w$ 
did not comprehend. At length, the prince aa4 
jmite set off at full gallop on the plain by the river 
^de^ ^red their pistols in succession, exercised with 
their^ sabrjes, and then formed a circle, .and having 
pa^de a short efe/our, they repeated the same man- 
oeuvres. After another gallop, the whole party halted 
instantaneously, came down to the liiea^, form^ a 
lin^, and, having called to the interpreter to bid us 
farewell, they rode slowly off." 

In his route from this place to Stavrqpole, Dr. LyaH 
jtravelled for a considerable space along the west ban^ 
of the Kuban. On the east was an interminable plain. 
On both sides of the road numerous tumuli oocurred, 
similar to those which are to be found in the steppes 
beyond Kiev, in the Crimea, and, indeed, throughout 
the south of Russia, and occasionally near Moscow. 
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The tumuli on the banks of the Kuban are used by the 
sentinels as observatories. After leaving this river, 
the , route to Stavropole lies thrbugh a country pre- 
sorting the appearance of greater fertility and cultiva- 
tion ; the villages are more numerous, large flocks and 
herds are seen, and the scenery is rich and varied. A 
fine dell, richly clothed with wood and shrubbery, 
inikroduced our Traveller into Statropole. Thli is 
the chief town of the district, and contains between 
2 and 3,000 inhabitants, Russians and Cossacks. The 
situation is pleasant and salubrious, on the left bank 
of the Tasfala, and th^ soil around it is rich, and re- 
markaUe for its abundant - crops of hay. From this 
place, our Trav^er proceededTtoOheorghievsk, which, 
in 1802, was made the head town of the govemment- 
of the Caucasus ; but the head -quarters at present are 
at Tiflifl. Gheorghievsk is 2,094^ versts from Moscow. 
It stand* on the northern branch of the Fodktima (or 
Little^ Kuma), 'not far froni its juncti<m with the 
Oreai Kuma. Its' population, consisting chidly of 
Cossadcs of the 'Volga, intermixed with 8<taie Russians 
and Armenians, amounts to about 2,000* souls ; and 
there is a village of the Cossacks at a short distance, 
which contains about 1^00; Thirty^ve versts from 
this town^ is Karass, where a Scotdb colony has been 
estahfished. This vill^;e is pleasantly situated on a 
gentle declivity, about three versts frma thA foot of 
Beshtau or the Five Mountains, and at the eastern 
extremity of a fine forest. It ccusists of two streets, 
crossing each other at right angles. Through the 
principal one flows a rivulet, which \^ described by 
the Rev. Mr. Glen, the Scottish missionary, aft ^' more 
usefid than ornamental.** The buildings are all of 
wood, a few old ones excepted, which are of wattles. 
The gardens, orchards, and cultivated fields relieve. 
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however, the meanness of th^r appearance, by giving 
to the place the aspect of cheerful industry. The cU- 
mate has been represented as not insalubrious ; yet, 
** the prevailing disease," Mr. Glen states, *' is the 
ague, which is often very severe in the sultry months 
of July and August, and the dregs of it often issue 
In dropsy.*' Consumption is comparatively little 
known ; but the plague has frequently made its a^ 
pearance in the neighbourhood, and in the year 1804, 
committed dreadful ravages. The colony has also 
been terribly thinned by dysentery ;,80 that, in 1822, 
when Dr. Lyall visited it, the population of the colony 
consisted of only three Sootdi families and twenty or 
t^hirty German families.* The celebrated mountai|i 
called the Beshtau, is reckoned 3,000 feet high: it 
occupied Dr. Lyall two hours to reach the summit. 
To about half way up, it is adorned with woods ; and 
higher up, the yellow azalea and the purple anemone 
grow in great beauty and luxuriance. The view which 
it commands, is extremely grand and extensive. Mount 
Caucasus, ^^ the cradle of the human race," is seen in 
all its majesty. 

The numerous ranges of Caucasus all brandi 
from one immense root of mountains, that stretch 
diagonally across from the Euxine to the Cas- 
pian Sea. The principal range is that to. which the 
Elborus belongs : this is the loftiest in the Caucasus, 
and, according to the latest and most accurate mea- 
surement, rises 17)785 feet above the level of the sea. 
The. second branch of the Caucasus stretches in a 
direction nearly parallel with the first range, but at a 
grreat distance : rich and extensive valleys lie between 
them. The third range, in some respects vasttrv *a4 

* The Germans, with the exception of a few families, have dnce 
been ordered to leave the colony, itid settle elsewheie. 
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perhmps more interesting than the other two, stretdies 
along the basin of the Euphrajtes to the south-west, 
tin it terminates at the point where Mount Ararat 
towers above every other surrounding elevation. Hera 
it makes an abrupt angle, and diverging due souths 
shoots out into all those hu»ral branches whieh are 
^rei^ over Asia Minor and Persia. 

About forty versts from Gheocg^evsk, are th» 
cc^brated warm sulphureous wrings of Konstantino- 
gorsk, *' the Aix-kuChapelle of Russia.'' They have 
their wmrce in the hill called Mestchuca, a part of 
the Beshtau. Their temperature varies .from 10G° to 
112* of Fahrenheit^ They are much frequented by 
the Russians, even from distant parts, of the empire. 
A few versts from ^this place at the foot of Beshtau^ is 
a village of Friendijr Circassians.* Dr. Lyall given the 
f<dlowing account of the visit which he paid to this 
village: '' It' was enclosed by a p^ing of basket-work, 
which, after alighting, we entered by a wicket. A 
number of w'mnen, miserably dressed, made their 
escape, but the children, almost in a state of nudity, 
remained for a few minutes to gaze at us. One blacks 
eyed girl, of a very dark oomfdexion, with a few tat- 
tered xlothes on her, Und with a naked child in her 
arms, reminded us of the savages of America and 
India. The axdeen^ or noble, who was well dra<;sed 
and very clean, conducted us past a number of wicker. 
work, day-plastered kouses, one of which had been 
blown do^n the preceding night; an occurrence which 
is v^ry common, and which is., greatly facilitated by 

• V A number of Circatslftii families who dwdl on ttie north side 
Of th0 Caucasiaa line of defence, are caUed Friendly Circassians: 
though iot actually subjects of Russia, they dare not pass the line 
without permissiofn of the Russian CJovenunent*"— LvALti, vol. L- 
p.490. 

b2 
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the ligktness of the materials of whidi Uney comist, 
and by eadi standing separate firom the othees. > W« 
were shewn into a small room, with a fire-'plaoe^ .oa 
one side, and a very low sofa with cushions on the 
other. The walls were hung, not with tapestry, but 
with woven straw, and covered with fire-arms, swords, 
and poniards. The noble wished to kill a sheep for 
our entertainment, but, as we refused to await ^ts 
preparation, a small, low, round table, without table? 
doth, knives, forks, or plates, was covered with millet 
boiled in milk, like pieces of pudding. In the centre 
was placed a wooden dish, containing pieces of new 
cheese, like curd, which had been toasted with butter 
and honey. At another table, his children and some 
other girk partook of the same fare, which theyj^helped 
themselves to wil^ their hands. They were all dressed 
in gaudy colours, and walked on high pattens. They 
were very fine girls, and most of them had beautiful 
features.*' 

From Gheorghievsk, ^ rapid drive of 1 15 versts over 
level and excellent roads, brought our Traveller to 
Mozdok, situated upon the right bank of the Terek. 
This river, which divides European from Asiatio 
Russia, rises in the Caucasus, flowing first to the 
north, then noirth-west, and, about thirty versts from 
Mozdok, it turns to the east: as it approaches the 
Caspian, it divides into several streams, which re- 
unite before it falls into that sea. Mozdok is one of 
the largest towns in the south of Russia, and oontaina 
a population of about 5,000, chiefly Armenians, Geor- 
gians, and Circassians. The iiihabitants are employed 
chiefly in the cultivation of the vine, the rearing o{ 
silk-worms, and in preparing a kind of spirit from 
grapes. There are also some morocco manufactories 
and some trade is carried on with the mountaineers. 
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vThe houses are mean and gloomy, but they derive a 
xheeiful aspect from the gardens with which, in the 
^Aiiatie taste, they are surrounded. 



f . FROM MOZDOK TO TIFLIS. 

In" describing the route from this place across the 
Caucasus to Tiflis, we shall avail ourselves of the 
Travels of Sir Robert Ker Porter in Georgia and Persia, 
in the years 1817 and 1820 ; Klaproth's Travels in 
Mount Caucasus and Georgia ; and Letters from the 
Caucasus and Georgia; in addition to the work of 
Dr. LyalL 

The first important place in this route is Vladi- 
Kavkaz (Wlady Caucasus), one of the strongest mili- 
tary posts which the Russians possess along the foot 
of the Caucasus. It is the key to the celebrated defile 
of the Terek, (the Pyla SarmaticcBy Porta Iberica, or 
Porta Caucasia of ancient geography,) one of the 
passes through which the Medes, Sarmatians, and 
other oriental tribes issued into the plains of northern 
Europe.* The Russians keep here a strong garrison. 
About twenty versts from this place, begins the first 
defile of this formidable pass : it is about four versts 
in length, and presents a wonderful combination of 
Wutiful and sublime scenery. After passing through 
a second defile less striking than the first, the traveller 
arrives at the defile of Derial, where " the chasm 
rises from the river's brink to upwards of 1,000 feet; 
its sides broken into clefts and projections, dark and 

* The other passage is that of Derbent, the PylcB Albanue or Via 
Cagpia of the ancients. The first syllable in this word, as wdl as 
in Derial, the modem nameof theCaucasiaa^hite, is ioidtosigiilfy^ 
put or door. 
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frowning, so high, so dooe^ so overhanging, that e^ean 
at mid-day, the whole is covered with a shadow hor* . 
dering on twilight.*' Near Derial, where the Blff^^ 
sians have a small fortress, the Terek is crossed hj f^ 
bridge. The highest point of this alpine pass is caJUe^ 
the Mountain of the Cross, on which is a pedes(fd., 
surmounted by a cross, bearing an inscription com- 
memorating the completion by the Russians of 't)iA 
road through the Porta Caucasia in 1809. From, 
this point, the route is easy, and for the most part 
through a beautiful country. Dr. Lyall was particu- 
larly struck with the valley of the Aragua, the Araxes 
of the ancients. '^ It is equal in length to that of 
Baidar in the Crimea, but far surpases it in sublimity, 
if not in beauty." Along the banks of this river flourish 
lofty, wide-spreading beech-trees, hawthorns, honey- 
suckles, guelder-roses, and barberries, besides a va- 
riety of wild plants which grow in profusion among 
the woods. As the traveller approaches Passananoor^ 
a palisadoed fortress, the valley becomes narrower. 
At Ananoor, the next post, all travellers who enter 
Georgia by this route, are required to perform quaran- 
tine. It is described as a detestable place, dirty and 
wretched in the extreme. Hither, however, as to a 
strong-hold, the females of the reigning family were 
formerly sent, whenever Tiflis was threatened with an 
attack from Persia or Turkey. The country in this part * 
of Georgia, the ancient Iberia, presents the i^ipearance 
of a rich soil, well cultivated with wheat, barley, and 
millet, and is enlivened by numerous villages. It. 
forms the province of Kartelania. The same appear-, 
ance of fertility continues as far as Msket, the andent 
capital of Georgia, now a wretched village, desciil)^^ 
by Dr. Lyall in the following terms^ " We entered^ 
the small village of Msket, now inhabited by Geor« 
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glans and Armenians, part of whidi we absolutely 
rode over; and, but for smoked holes i^erving as 
ehimneys, in the flat earth-covered roofs of the houses, 
We should scarcely have' distinguished them from the 
r^i^s.and lanes that wind among them. In many 
places, they are half under ground, and some of them 
are altogether subterranean. They are built in the 
sides of declivities, in other places, Uke the huts of the ' 
Crimean Tatars ; but they are not enlivened by the 
luxuriant foliage which gives a cheerful aspect to the 
latter. Indeed, they impressed ns with the idea of 
poverty and wretchedness, and are by no means in 
harmony with the rich scenery of the valley in which 
they lie, or the mountains by which it is surrounded.'* 
Msket is situated on an angle formed by the junction 
of the Eoor (Cyrus) and the Aragua, whidi, after 
passii^g by Tiflis, fall into the Caspian Sea. There 
still exist some striking remains of its andent gran- 
deur; in particular, the ruined palace of the czars of 
Georgia, some chtirches, and a castle. 
, Having now fairly passed the Caucasus, Dr. Lyall 
remarks, that the dangers and difSibulties attending 
this much-dreaded route, are by no means so formid- 
able as they have been represented by Sir R. K. Porter 
and some other travelers. Colonel Johnson, who 
.travelled over.land from India to England, in 1817, 
has given, he says, a very correct description of the 
rotitie. '^ The roads in general are good, and practi- 
cable even for wheel-carriages throughout. There is 
only one range of mountains to traverse, and the 
passage is by no means so arduous as that of almost all 
the ghauts in India, the declivities not being nearly so 
steep.*' The most formidable danger, inasmuch as it 
am neithei' be foreseen nor provided against, arises 
from the avalanches, and the immense masses of roeks 
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which flometimet detach themselves from the moiin. 
t»in3, filling np the road, and even changing the course 
of the torrents. Two or three weeks after Dr. Lyall 
passed the defile of Derial, a projecting crag fell with 
a tremendous crash^ and dammed up the Terek. To 
tills '* drawhack '* on the pleasure of the journey^ 
must he added, however, the chance of being waylaid 
and made prisoner by the native banditti. ^' This 
horrid n&ethod of extorting money has subsisted among 
this people for upwards of forty years, and searody 
tiiree months pass in which scene passeng^ of note- 
is net waylaid and ciq>tured.^' 

The route from Msket to Tiffis leads for some time 
Klong the banks of the Komr, and then opens into the 
plain, at the . extremity of which that dty- stan^ 
Tiflis, when Chardin visited it 150. years ago, was 
a town of considerable size; but in 1795, it wae 
destroyed by Mcdianmied Aga, since which, scsroely a 
tibdrd of iihas been rebuilt. It h situated between 
the right bank of the Koor and a high mountain, ia 
Cnai^ow valley, in latitude 41^ 4^ N, and longitude 
44^66' £. ; 2,027 '▼erst8< 1,751 miles) from St. Peters* 
btii^, and 1,900 versts (1,267 miles) from Motoow. 
Its population, consisting of Georgians, '^Jttnenians, 
If tngrelians, Persians, and Titars, is ^timated at 
3Q,0Q0. It is surrounded with a wall, and<livided into, 
three parts, -^the ancient town, the fortress, an4 the 
suburbs. Its gKieiaL appearance is by no means im«x 
posing ; and its interior, is gloomy and dirty. ** J^ 
misemble, gloomy town," are the words of Dr. LyiiD,^ 
*''' by the side of a muddy river, surrounded by bhw^ 
sterile hills, and parched corn-fields, in Sultry weathav 
and enlivened only by a few exotic green ti^es,.waf 
not likely to produce any but melancholy hnpresuoni 
and the desire of a. short residence. The dimate, 
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though often fine, in unheidthy, and the heat so 
insupportable, that the mhabitants are glad to with. 
djta.w themselres to the hills at twenty or thirty versts* 
diiStance* Inuring our abode aitTiflis, 1^ temperature 
nef er es^oeeded 91** F. ; but the air was indescribably 
sultry. At times, howev^*, the thenxiometer, in the 

fdiade, rises to 38"* R 118° F. The streets, or 

rather I should say,: the lanes of Tiflis are, for the 
most part, very narrow and irregular beyond descrip- 
tion. Except iU those places which have been rebuilt 
ih the European style,' there is not one which is straight. 
!rhe hous^ ad well as their enclosing walls, are built 
of broad, flat bricks, often mixed with common stones, 
CO* forming alternate layers with them, and bound 
together with mud mixed with a little lime. Escepi 
in $he best houses, there are no glazed windows. 
Common paper and oiled paper are here used ad a'sub. 
frt^tnte for g^ass, which is ^excessivdy.dear,; because 
^ere are no glass manufaetcnies in Georgia. The 
doom <q>ening into the opurta, often answer the purpose 
of windows; The greater pacrt of the town is exces- 
sively nasty. .The Koor is dirty and often offensive ; 
the public markets are dirty ; many of the baths are 
filthy ; andy in fact, in spite of all the Russian im- 
provements, Tiflis seemed one of the meanest and 
most disagreeable towns I ever saw, but aen expes- 
»itely busy place. 

^ The buLxats^ though of late much improved, yet 
have no' imposing appearance. The shops are arranged 
along a covered alley, which is a complete thorough- 
fare. Some of them are very dark, and all of them 
gloomy; but they are enlivened by the bustle and 
noise of crowds of people. The same kind of shops 
aJT© mostly found toother, as grocers, o^-makers, 
tailors, ironmongers, armourers, silversmiths, &c In 
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the fruit-diops we found abundance oE aprie»ta, i 
lies, and mulberries of inferior quaHty, and i 
kinds of salad. The season was yet too early fbi<ill#^ 
fine fruit o£ the dimate ; and during our -stay st Tift^ 
we never saw any upon the tables of theiibb9i«y( 
Every kind of merchandise and provibicNea Js -taW 
found here, as well the productions ai the ooontiy^^at 
of Persia and Russia. We saw carpets, silks, shjK#ls, 
and other articles in the shops, which are not mkt 
cheap in comparison with the prices in Rusda. iai^ 
mense quantities of Russian and German prints, haaad- 
kerchiefis, besides cotton doth, &c of Rossiaa mano^ 
faoture, were every where exposed for salew 

" Two large ranges of new shops hav« bees 
lately erected near General Yerm6krf'« palace, ffew 
of them were occupied, and, indeed, they wece not ail 
finished in 1S22. We were rather surprised at finding 
an Englishman,, who had just cemmenced baflnenrat 
one of them. But where can we go without meetiiig 
with our countrymen ? This pert of ^le toim mntmn 
an Europewd aspect, but it still indudes buiidffedt af 
Asiatic hovds) like terraces, in the mdes of the IbBs; 
which, being extremely lowy flat-mofiBd, ami TBf itj 
are in many places scaifcdy vimble until we av^ 
dose upon them. - About' the middte of Tiflis, SAotar 
irr^fttlar square is formed by the civil gar% Ta m% 
house, the police-office, which was erected- in 1820,tli* 
Pravliniyi, or the administration, and other edifioei 
which bd<mg to the crown. The port ci tfai «Nm 
which is far the best, is near Oeneml Ytriiikif^t 
house; a structure whi<^, though. inferior to 
private edifices in St. Petersburgh and Motcow» 1 
in size and in style, yet, is thought extraordinaryaft 
Tiflis. Adjoining to it is the arsenal, and opposite it 
the corps de garde. On one side is the public garden. 
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libi^ M ctf oooftiderable size, and |>retty well Uud out. 
Ifcfwrtaim a f^tto,. tea-rooms, and sl^aded walks and 
memam^ ebiefly fonned by vines. A pond, with jets 
^mti^ runs along its top, and the views from hence 
aape^Bittensive, and, in spring, are said to be pleasant. 
Behind it the hiUs rise rapidly, and are scattered with 
UunetDus churches.** 

,c^h0 cathedral is very ancient; it is of considerable 
i&w, and handsome architecture. About two miles 
below the (own, on the Koor, there is an hospital and 
bMania garden. The citadel, built by the Turks in 
Ur76, occupies a commanding situation on a high, 
insulated hill, and has been a place of oonsidarable 
str^pigth. 

T%e warm baths, from whidi the town derives its 
lUune,* are strongly impregnated with sulphuretted 
liydrogea; their temperature is from 100" to 112** 
rahrenheit. Champooing is here a favourite opera- 
tion* Oeoigians of rank, especially the ladies, devote 
» whole day in every week to the baths, and not un- 
frequently pass a night in them. Here, reclining on 
their couches, they have their hair and nails dyed 
bfaydc, and paint their faces red «id white, torturing 
Uiemselves to make the eyebrows join, which is dc«med 
absolutely essential in a Georgian beauty. Within 
these few years. Crown baths have been erected, in 
which is found every accommodation necessary for a 
huairtous bath. 

. '^ae name of Georgia, which formerly comprehended 
the aCaias of Mingrelia and Imiretia, is now eiclu. 
svrel3r«pplied to the four provinces of Oartuel (or Car- 
talnla), Kaket (or Cakhetia), Kisik, and Georgian Ar. 
Mount Caucasus bounds the district to the 



• Properly, Tytlif-Kataki^ of TfiliMl> warm town, 
FART II* S 
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nordli ; on tiie nor^-west, a desert divides H firam Imi- 
Tetis; on the west and soutli, it is divided by moim- 
-tains from the Turkish and Persian provinces of Akidon 
and Erivan; and on the east it is bounded by Dagfaestan 
tind Shinran. The cHmate, soil, and face of the country 
-render it one of the most beautiful and highly fiivoared 
regions in the world. The valleys, especially, are ex- 
tremely fertile, producing cotton, rice, wheat, mSlet, 
hemp, and flax, with little labour or skill. The faffli 
are clothed with the pine, the oak, liie efan, die ash, 
tiie diestnut, and the walnut-tree ; and the vme grows 
-wild, ]»t)ducing vast quantities of grapes. The coun- 
try is well watered : the principal nver is the Koor. 
From May to November, the weather is extremely^e ; 
the air at all times is dry, but the winters are some- 
times very cold. Tlie Georgians are considered as 
the most numerous and powerful body of the moon- 
tsEineers of Caucasus. Their manners and customs, 
in several respects, resemble those of the Persians. 
The nobility are numerous, and possess an unlimited 
power of life and death over their vassals. The women 
have long been celebrdted fo^ their beauty, and the 
market at Constantinople is supplied widi female slaves 
from Georgia, as weH as from Circassia. While it was 
ah independent state, the prevalent religion was Chrb- 
tianity. In 1639, the Persian monarch, having oon- 
iquered it, compelled the inhabitants to profess Islam. 
ism ; but since the country has been subject to Russia, 
they have again avowed themselves Christians, AAow- 
ing partly the rites of the Armenian, but chiefly those 
of the Greek Church. 

Georgia was subject io the ancient Persians tifl tile 
time of Alexander the Great. On his death, it seems 
to have become an independent kingd<»n, but wasoon- 
stantly liable to the inroads of the Tuito and the Pttr- 
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iiKDBi tSfl, In 1676, it was divkted between tkem^^ioagh 
amottihial loviemi^ BdH remuned to ike Oeorgiank* 
Jit 1686, this sovereign iin|9lored the assistance of tbe 
BtiBsiaais, who bnilt a toim upon l^e Terek. Geoigia, 
hnvmirtx^ sUH continued to be exposed to devastatimi 
£raB the Tudu and the Persians ; and in 1735, it was 
•ntiaraly snbdned hy the latter power. In 1783, Prince 
bracUos, the son of the viceroy of Gewgia, ceded two 
tf its protrittoM on which he had seized, to Russia ; 
hot, in 1787, hia was obliged to renounce his connexion 
witii Russia, and to acknowledge himself tributary to 
^e Porte. At the peace between Russia and the Porte, 
ia 1791, the Georgians were declared indep^ident* 
Four years afterwards, Tiflis was ravaged and burned by 
tiie Khtm is£ Penna. On the death of Heradius, in 17§8, 
kis sons quarrelled, and the ddest submitted himself and 
liis people to the Emperor PauL Since that period, it has 
become a province of the Russian empire. The present 
^uef towns, besides Tiflis and Annanoor, already 
described, are Gori, a small place ; Telav, equally mean ; 
find Signag, whidi contains only about 300 inhabit- 
ants. The total population of Geoigia is estimated at 
371 9260 ; a fourth part of which are Armenians. 

The military line of defence on the north of the Cau- 
casus, formed by the Russians, extending from Taman 
on the Black Sea, to the shores of the Caspian, is 
tteariy 1,000 versts (667 miles) in length. It is com- 
posed of fortresses and redoubts, which prevent all 
communication between Asia and Europe, except to 
ikoae ^o have regular passports. The southern line 
of defence of the Caucasus runs from Suhum-kale on 
tiie BladL Sea, to Baku on the C&spian, and is equally 
well protected. From Baku to Derbent and Kidar, 
by the western shores of the tiaspian, another line of 
defence is formed. Thus, the range of the Cauoasus^ 
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it oompletdy surrounded whk fofti»6Ma,:e»oepl^aft 
that part by tbe eastern border of die Black 6ea,Jbt« 
tvreen Suhum-kale and Anapa. • ^^ 

Among the numerous mountain tribee of th* Qm- 
oasus, next to the Geotgians, the most remBrkM^jm 
the Ossetimans, who differ ircm all the rest ia.laii^ 
guage and features. Bhie eyes, and £sir OTiffod kmit% 
are rery common among them. The men are Stro^g^ 
wdl-made, and of nnddle stature ; the women vmW 
and far from Twrn dso m e, .their faces bmg roundt Btd^ 
their noses flat. Like al^ the other tribes of the Ca»- 
easus, they are greatly addieted ta plunder ^nd a8sa»> 
sinadon: their dress and arms resemble those oCtbe 
Circassians. Like all rude tribes^ they are hospitiM : 
a stranger, while in tibeir villages, is certain of good 
treatment ; but if he leave without an escort, he meat 
probably will be phudered by the very man whofe 
hospitality he had shared the preceding evenmg. 
Their religion is a singular mij^ture of ChrisUanity^ 
Mohammedism, and andenA superstitions, l^eir 
oaths are singular : when one of them, is aoeosed of 
theft, he generally swears by a dog^ ^ cat, or by the 
dead. ^*' The aocused with a dog, runs through the 
vUlage, crying with a loud voice, *• I am about to kill 
this dog.' After which, the ml thief generally avons 
his fault, because it is bdieved, that to be accessary to 
the death of a dog would lead to misfortune* It often 
h^pens, that he who takes an oath, cuts off the hesd 
of a cat) or hangs a dogy saying, that the animal wifl 
avenge itsdf of the perjured person, by scratduiy, 
biting, and tormenting the guilty. Whoever fni^g^ 
one of his neighbours to have stolen, conducts him to 
the place where his relations are interred, when the 
accused, placing himself near the tomb of his Mtiety 
mother, or brother, cries out, ' If I have stden, I 
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^ish to serve as a h(»se in the other world, to my 
flMAierymy mother, or my brother ; but if I am. inno- 
cent, may that punishment fall upon the guilty^f 
^i%enr an Ossetinian dies, all his relations assemble. 
9he«nien unoorer the head and the hips, and lash 
til€titte^^«i till blood iqppears ; and the women scratdi 
lli^ hets, bite their arms, and cry in a direadful man- 
ifitf.'l^e wife of the deceased ought to be more 
^^Ment than the rest, and to abstain for a year from 
Mi' kinds of meat and other things prohibited during 
t^ fast. Generally, her htisbaiid^ brother espouses 
lier, eren when he has ano&er wi£e, with a view of 
preservin^^ the property in the family. Every fomily 
lias fts own sepulchre, which, among some tribes, h 
«n immense square building, wiA a very narrow en- 
trance. Two men enter it, drawing after them tke 
body of the deceased, stretcdied upon planks. When 
it is entirely oonifuxned, th^ mix the bones with those 
iff others of the family.*'* 

' In the middle of the siatteeniii centery., the Caar 
Ivan II. conquered the Oreat and little' Kabarda^ on 
the northern frontiers of the 'Oaucasos,' distriecs inha- 
bited by one of the most numerous and -interesting of 
'ihe Circassian tribes. Their cOnuenon with RuHlia, 
lUerefore, as well as i^e celebrity of their fiame, en- 
titles them to a brieiT notice !n this fdaoe. 
" The origin of the Circassians is involved in mudi 
Wcertainty. The Don Cossadcs, who are evidenUy 
Inferrible to the same family, call ^em Tcherkat, or 
''Vc?ierkessi^ of whidi the word Circassian is obriottsly 
"ir corruption ; and the same word, under a alight vari- 

:. '• Msliy'of tiicae ohBtamiOomt whkh aie takea tram " Voymg9 
^fi^<3(maue et en GeorgUt" (tonu ii. p< 223|) are, in the opinion of 
Dr. LyiOl, as applicable to a number of the othMr imi^ fH the 
Caucasus, as to the OMetiofens. 
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tttioiif baa gi^en name to lh« unm <»f TcberkaAy^'we^ 
tbe viUa^ of the Teherkas, or GircaasiaBB. The «ffiw 
ginal country of the Cossacks is said to bare heea 
called Chaaakia, and to ha^ been a part of Circa^te. 
" The Circassians of the present day," says Dr. ClailES^ 
" are a horde of banditti^ inhabiting the regicm whenca 
the Cossacks originally descended. C ontin u ally re« 
palled from their ancient boundary, th» Taaais and 
liake Mnotis, and ultimately driven beycmd the Ku- 
ban and the Terek, they hang upon the northemwdea 
of Caucasus, or carry on predatory incursions from the 
swampy phiins at ita feet, about 200 miles abo^ 
Tcberkask.'^ They are almost always engaged in war 
with the Cossac^ and l^e petty princes are oondnn^ 
ally at war with one another. Pallas says, that the 
Circassian bears no affinity to any other language, and 
that, according to report, the vxderu^ or noUes, qpeak 
a dialect unknown to the common people. The fact 
is, that the languages of Caucaaua are aa varioKUi at 
the principalities, and have little or no apparent afl- 
nity.* Of all the Circaaaian tribea, the Lesgiana, in- 
habiting the mountains of Dagheatan, ranging nearly 
parallel to the western ooaat of the Caapian, bear ^ 

* « The km^uages ceferrad to tha Caucasian aider hava Ittlla 
moce in common than tlieix gaogxaphical situatkia in the imaia- 
dUtte nelghlwuThood of the Caucasian mountains. Except the 
Annenian and the Georgian, they are scarcely evea employad hi 
writing} and prindpaHy, perhaps, from ttiia cause, they csdiittftt aa 
great a diversity in the space of a few square miles, as those Q^ 
many other nations do in as many thousands. The Abassic natioas 
(or Absne) seem to he old inhabitants of the Caucasian couAttd 
the Circassians are situated to the east of thenu OR the promnttsrir 
ot north Caucasus; the Ossetes on the left <tf the Terdc, nortiiof 
the mountains. The Kittic, qM>ken by the TnpirtuaM and thdt 
neigMxwxsat the head of the T^eli, is connected with the ToriKtn 
Geo^giaa. The Lesgians* cast of Caucasus, on the Cafj^aaSea. 
have a number of distinct dialects* or rather bngua^efc Thub 
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woBitFCfiatetion. ^^ Their very name exdtes terror 
among the neighbouring principalities, and it is used 
4S. a tenn of reproach by many of the natives of Cau« 
casua." The most interesting branch of the Circas- 
sian nation are the Cabardians, or Elabardines, who 
inhabit the frontiers of the Caucasus. This tribe,. 
Pallas says, ''consider themselves as descendants of 
the Arabs ; and it is not improbable," he adds, '' that 
they are the remains of those armies which were for* 
merly sent to the Caucasus by the Khalifs : according 
to others, they are the descendants of the Mamelukes.* 
It is confirmed by general tradition, that they formerly 
inhabited the Crimea. The upper part of the River 
Belbik, in the Crimea, is to this day called Kabarda ; 
tmd the- whole of that beautiful country situate between 
the Kabarda and the Kastcha, continues to be termed 
hy the Tatars, Tsherkestus, The name of this people 
seems also to have been, preserved in their mountain- 
ous fort, called Tsherkes-Kermen^ tiie ruins of which 
wfe still discoverable. At what period they extended 
their habitations along the banks of the Kuban, and 
in the country of the Beshtau, cannot easily be deter- 
ndaaed. They call thems^ves, like all the fiimilies of 
the Circassians, by the general name cii Adigees ; per- 
haps they are the Cerceia of Strabo." '' About sixty 
ysettrs. ago,'* adds the learned Trweller, '' these pee^ 
proflrased the Christian religion; bat since that tiine^ 

theChunsag, the Dido, the Kasi-Kumu7e, the AncU, and theJKuOia, 
have little or no connexion with each other."— See Quart. Rev., 
vol. X. p. 285, (Art. Adelung'a Mithridatea). Also Mod. Tea v., 
Mexico, voL L pp. 191 — 3. 

* Itis a coincidence worth noticing, that the tribe occupying the 
country at the foot of Mount Kashkatau, are governed by the 
J3aAam£tu2at (or Ojantbdat) famUy ; and one of the principal Druse 
famiiiw bears the name of DjonMat.'^Soe Moo. Trav.» Stiri»» 
vol. i. p. 89. 
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they have become indifferent and ignorant i 
dam." Islam Abaziwan, a Cabardian noUetnan^ tali 
Jlir, Glen, that their anoeaton in Gabardia were CBin^ 
tians, and he frankly avowed that the mannest «(jBt 
oonntrymen were then less depraved. ^^ Thenf*^^ 
said, *''' a man*ft bare word could be depended waftmt 
now, the most solemn engagements and •prataum-mte 
disregarded." The recent date of this adoption of 
Islamism is not a little remarkaUe, and somewbat^at 
variance with the tradition respecting their Anbiatt 
descent.* The most populous, powerful, wealthy, aai 
cleanly of all the Cirousian tribes, are the Tcmngoi, 
who border with the Mukoafaians, near the rividet 

• Fram this Csbttditn, Bfr. Gkn obUiMd the f oUowing putfi' 
culan respecting the moantafai tribes hi the vidnity of Kaass. 
«« On the north side of Elbon, the Kuban takes iu rise, the banks 
oifrbiOit (near Its source, are peopled by the Caratchsi, a Tatir 
txfbe. The number of fiuniUes, according to IsImb* iiahout M9» 
and, like the Cabardians, they are Mohammedans. BeyondlK^ 
Canitchai, on the south-west line, live the Hashipsi. oi, as' the 
Cabardkns name them, Abasas, who speak a language of tbefar 
owpk difftring ficom the Tatar, the Cabaidink, and that of tlis 
neighbouring tribes. They, too, axe the foUowers of Mohaaunei* 
The rivulets by which thdr country is watered, run towards ^ 
BhKAiSea. At a still greater distance is another people, named tfaS 
Somas, who, lilie the Abaaas, have a hmguage of their own, wUdi 
bears no resemblance to any whidi the CabanUans have had aa 
oppmrtuiiity of bearing. They c»B the mselv es Chsi siians, ail ih i fc 
books, or rather those of their fo wf i st h e B s, which none «f fMmm 
can read, are lodged in their churches, which an lUllng taste dsfs^ 
Of this people there are three tribes, one of which ta only akaaft 
thirty versU firom the Abasas. The other two tribes an diitMit 
ftom the Abaaas about two days' joiimey on the other side of thst 
mountain. Between the Abaaas and Georgia, the monnftrfns ai» 
impassable for perstms on horseback, but may be crossed, thon^ 
not without difficulty, by a few active young men on Ibot; Qalhai 
north-east of Elborz, the Shegim river takes its rise, d fca i itl f 
its course to the Caspian. On the banks of it« to a «HiMaM» 
distance firom its source, live the Shq^ims. The number of fssnlr 
lies bekmging to this tribe, is ftom two to three hundred. Theyfia- 
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, whicli fiallB into the Bulansu, and extend to the 
ftega; which fidls into this Shaukesha, a tributary of 
thO'iE&:rt>an: they are frequently at war with their 
widgUmsn^ Ae Abassine tribes of Tubi and Ubikh. 
drtP&Uaa describe the Circassians as representing " a 
tpttmt €€ knights, who observe a complete feudal sys- 
twiiifio ng themselves, as well as towards their sub- 
jects, not unlike that formerly exercised, though with 
itili greater severity and cruelty, by the German 
hxdf^ o£ Prussia and Idvonia. Considering the 
Mlrject in this point of view," he remarks, "and 
admitting that the princes and nobility alone consti- 
lute the nation x that their subjects almost unifbrmly 
are the slaves of other nations subjugated by war, who, 
fey adopdi^ the language of their conquerors, have 
b^n tneated with lenity; and that a free and gallant 
race of knights will not bear a foreign yoke without 
gnat rducfisnoe; weriiall then be enabled to judge 
^rfth more candour and impartiality of their aristocra- 
tic' constitution, as well as of thdr continual wars and 
ftfrolts, not only against their former Khans of the 
Ci^mea, but also againftt their present masters. It is 
p, iFortunate circumstance, that their intestine feuds, 
mMt the divided power of this heroic peo|^e among a 

§m *he Moto mmgdMi rrtigiott, and speak a dialect ofttaeTfttar 
knguaie. Further dowa, however, the banks of the Shcginraie 
peopled by the Cabardians, whoee border, on the south, extends 
tpom the Camtchai country, along the bottom of the snow mimn- 
ttdns, as te as the eye can reach. Their northern frontier, in the 
MigUlKMUliood of Bestatau, is the FMcuma, a few vents distant 
IMnt the spot on yrhich we took our observations. West of the 
.alttJgMi the mountains are inhabited by various tribes, the greater 
fMfettif whkh speak dlalecto of the CabanUan, Abaza, and Tatar 
liatfiisges. East of the Sfaegims, they are inhabited by tribes 
■tliirtrlnf dkdects of a great many dlflbrent languages, of which the 
most noted are the TchiCchJan and Ossetiniaa; but orthesfe.and 
ofhir eastern tribes, his information was not so minute." 
s2 
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munbev of oontending petty prmoea, rciidert diem toft 
dangerous. Indeed, it were to be wisbed that the^ 
eould be converted into good suli^ectB, and lomewliiifi 
more habituated to an orderly life, without curbfiag 
their bravery and heroic spirit. If such measurek M^&re 
adopted, we may confidently aiaert, that their l^C 
cavalry would form the most determined and dreaded 
body of tro<^ that ever ^>peared m a &dd of hBfttl&*' 

Dr. Clarke says : '^ Examines of heroism may t»e 
observed among them which would have dignified tibie 
character of the Romans in the most virtuous periods 
of their history. Among the prisoners in the Cotsadc 
army, we saw some of the Circassians who had per- 
formed feats of valour, perhaps ui^>araUeled. The 
oommander.in.«hief. General PhyM»vite^ rniwntained, 
that in all the campaigns he had served, whether 
against Turks or the more discipliaed annies o£ 
Europe, he had never witnessed instances df greater 
bravery than he had sem am<mg the Circassians. The 
troops of other nations, when surroundsd by superior 
numbers, readily yield themselves prisoners of war; 
but the Circassian, while a spsiTk of lUce remains, 
will continue to combat, even with a multitude o£ 
enemies. We saw a Circassian chief in the prison at 
Ekaterinedara, about thirty-five years of age, who 
had received fifteen desperate wounds before he fefi, 
and was made prisoner, having fainted from loss <^ 
blood. This account was given to us by his bitterest 
enemies, and may therefore surely be trusted. Be 
was first attacked by three of l&e Cossat^ cavalry, tt 
was their object to take him alive if possible, on. 
account of his high -rank and the oonsiderado^ iu 
whidi he was held by his own countrymen. Bvwjr 
endeavour was therefore used to attack him in sucJi' a 
manner as not to endanger his life^ This intention 
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waPi soon per«eiv«d by the CifcaMtan, who detenmaad 
110, to suTFender. With his single sahre, he shivered 
tbeir three lanoes at the first onset, and afterwards 
vounded two of the three assailants. At length, sur* 
lonnded by others who came to their assistance, he 
£eU, covered with wounds, in the midst of his enemies, 
%hting to the last moment. We visited him in his 
prison, where he lay stretched upon a plank, bearing 
Uie anguish of his terrible wounds without a groan. 
They had recently extracted the iron point of a lance 
from his side. A young Circassian girl was employed 
in driving flies from his face with a green bough. 
All our eKpjressions of conceru and regard were lost 
ttpoD. him : we offered him money, but he refused to 
accept of it, handing it to his fellow-prisoners as if 
totally ignorant of its use. In the same place of con* 
finement stood a Circassian female, about twenty 
yeanLof age, with fine light brown hair, extremely 
beautiful, but pale and hardly able to support herself, 
through grief and weakness. The Cossack officers 
stated, that when they captured this woman, she was 
in excdlttit, health ; but that ever since, owing to her 
s^iaratiopk from her husband, she had refused all offer 
of food; mid, as she pined daily, they feuwd she 
would die. It may be supposed, we spared no entreaty 
with the commander-in-chief for the release of these 
prisoners. Before the treaty of peace, they had been 
oflSered to the highest bidder, the women selliq^ 
generally from twenty-five to thirty rubles a-pieoe, 
iMimewhat less than the price of a horse. But we 
were tM^ it was now too late, as they were included 
in the list for exc hang e, and must therefore remain 
HQtil the Cossacks, who were prisoners in Circassia, 
were delivered up. The poor woman in all probability 
did not live to see her husband or her country again* 
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Another CiroanUui fenale, fooiteen yean-irf'a^'iite 
WM idso in odainement, ]iMriii|r of the intandMi eMK 
dMmge of piifonen, expressed her withes to icnMo* 
wiicre she wss. Gonseions of her great bmatf yJAtb 
fmred her parents would sell her, aeoordui|^ 4Qiiiift 
eoetom of the oooBtry, and that she might laU .to^tbs 
lot of masters less humane than the Comaeki^ viQw 
Ginassians frequently sell their ehildrea to stranfpen^ 
particularly to Persians and Turks. Their priltoto 
supply the Turkish seraglios with the most beautiAil 
of the prisoners of both sexes captured- in war/' 

In their amusements, the youih of hoth sexet^OB* 
verse freely with ea^ other, as the CinaasMB wnmeo 
in general are neither confined nor reserred. In I^A 
courtships, howerer, the strictest att^^ion is paid to 
the rank of the parties t and no noble dares cootff 
the daughter of a prince. Among the higher onlers^' 
some very eingular domestic customs pretrail, wludt 
are detailed hy FaUas^ bearing a striking analogy<tQ 
those which Strabo rdates of the Ckugaxeaaea 9u^ 
AmazDBfi* Their fismfde offspring «re nourished sa 
ti»e most sparing maaner, that they uuiy acquire % 
slender and elegant farm* The Circassum giifbigene* 
rally, between the, tenth and twelfth yeani of tlnit 
age, lire invested with a broad girdle of nntansicd 
leather^ tightly- sewed round the waiet, whkh thefMv 
obliged to wear till they marry : it is the office of 4bi 
briitegroomy to cot this ^' gii^of chastity?' it^^his 
e»gg^^ Over the chemise is.woftt a koediacket, with 
a peAtieoaty 0pm in front, and readus^.to U^ AbdiSfte 
whkh^in the miirried women, are ctdded^wide drwvtta 
The head«-dJ!e6A is a cap, nearly resemblii]^ 4ba^ w<ota 
by th» men. Wooden dogs are woni<m Ifietvi^fShe 
boose, and 'mitt«iQs<»n the hands. Bainting ^th^Mb 
is oinsidMrfd as an indioatioa of want of cbattit^ ; 
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iN^'theifirls are permitted to die their nails with kna. 
Me iromen are not uniformly CiresMisn beamtiet ; 
hiiaiff for the most part w^^rmed, with a white skin, 
&tUk^ IffowB or Mack hair, and regular foatures. The 
tflftif'^^«oiftlly those of the higher dass, are mos^ 
ttU, very slender about the loins, with small feet, bnt 
mtmig And mttscular, imd have a very martial ai^»ear- 
gneev^ Hieir dress, in some respects, resembles that 
a#^the Titars, but is man etegant. On the head, 
Midi is shorn in the Polish fashion, is worn an 
«mbroidei«d cap, quilted iHth cotton, in the fonn of a 
The whtsken are suffered to grow, aa is 
among ttie Poles: the priests let ihe whde 
heard^grow, and ■ wear a> deep red turbaa and acarlet 
bteeches. Persons of distinction have the seams of 
thair upper garments bound with small lace orem. 
broidery, which the women very sMlfuHy mannflMV 
ttire of gbid or silver threads. When a prince «r 
noble pays a< visit in fufl dress, he generally puts 
imbia. jadcet of maiL Vhesa coats of mail are mam* 
tetaved nf poMi^ed sted'4^Dg% and are anported^firom 
Persia, and Kubesha. The hehset and wrm^fkMm are 
«£ 'polished -ateeL Persons of rank never ieave- ^e 
hmue wi Aout a sabi« ; and they genera^y faavie their 
iiecBit pockets supplied with baU^car^i^^fes. A Oixw 
aassian aoUe, mounted and in complete anuoor, is a 
■iiislipietnres^e and hapodug figure. 
51 i^The twaopposKte customary laws, ^lose of hospitality 
madf revea^, are sacredly observed among the Cir- 
Issiaa knights, as weil as among most of ^e€ati<awiaa 
inibes* Miuio and dancing are favourite amusements 
aaMMig^tbem. The peasants not <mly eukivate millet, 
aiiaiae^ wa.d vegetables, but h.B,re nmnerous herds and 
ibdkavf goats alid sheep, horned cattle and horses; 
rear poultry of all descriptions, and bestow considerable 
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aitoAtiQ* ott thek bees. Mead is th^r fo^nonrit*' 
bevwa^ : besides wkieh, they are Tory £(Nid of ». sopl 
oC beer made ofmillet^wfaicli is eaUedMMO. TlMi9aei(3 
important okjevt of aUenOeii tmang iikd uxdems^ istb#f 
TCBrii^ o€ fine horses, in which they are as partiooto/ 
as Idle Arabs themselves. 

la their yiUages aii4 houses^ as well aain theirteij 
and diess, PaHas says, the Giroassians are eESftremfllf ' 
dean. Their homes are slightly built of dose wkkst. 
work, plastered with day» aad roofed with itig^fe 
uafters, eovered with stroag grass: they have a. 
chimney and fire-place. They are built osntign0U8 tat 
each o^er, in squares or drdes, so that the iamm 
tspeco serves as a common cattle-yard : tiie resid^ioe of 
1^ wsdtn^ however, is generally detached* Their 
principal tombs are of an ohbng focm^ Ikiilt of hewn, 
stones; and simia o£ the sepokhres of the prinoes aaa 
handsome edifices. 

Sndi are the kading paxticulars e£ the dcseriptiaa 
ftemdied by PaUas of the Circassians of Kafaazda. 
Jm seme respects, l^ aeeonnt ha fi^ves, is not qote 
consistent with itself; and there is reaam^tosuapect, ^bM 
tiie diiEning manners and customs of distiact tribes tarn 
BOtauffietantiydiaariminstcd. There is alaovpeihaps^ 
little that isfaneifolin the deserqitioB of thAse freeaiMi 
galfent Gisoassian knights, tfaefeadal baronsof Caneasnai 
Much remains to be ascertained, and idmost ewesy 
tiling reqaares^ be verified^rdatingto tliese m o n ntaia 
tsSies : they will, in. ail probabitiny, be found to haro 
dflseendad from n^sg^et of varkmsr nations, -^Oraek, 
Aiah, Penrian, T&tar, and Polish, who Inve, ar^dif* 
ferent periods, fought out for diemselves a didteris 
these almost inaccessiUe regions* 

We have now traced two of the priadpal riiwn that 
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vmlm (lia MutherA pcovinces «f RustU, along n«asly 
tlie vrhole of their reqiectivd courses, till tkoy fall, 
the Don into the Sea of Azof,, and the Dnieper into 
tlie^ Suxme ; aad have described the distdcts tiirough 
tvl^oh they flov, as well as those which lie between 
the Turkish and the Persian frontiers of Russia, the 
Cnaeo, Cuban Tartacy, the Caucasus, and Georgia. 
One other principal river remains to be noticed, by 
tradng the course of which till it folia into the Caspian, 
we shall complate our sunrey of the central and 
southera provinces of thia immense empire. It will 
then only remain to trace the routes from Moscow to 
its cMtem limits* 

FROM MOSCOW TO ASTRAKAN. 

< OoK prittcipal guide in. describing the route fhMiL 
IfeBOOw* t» Astidcaa, wheoe the V<dg» fiOk into thv 
G«Q>iAti, will be Mr. BeU, who. trave^Bed wilh the 
Ruflitaii enbaasiei te Fenua and Ghioay in the year 
1716, wmd eigoyed the best opportniiitles for obeenrtt- 
tien muk imquiry. Mr« Bellemharked oa the Moakva, 
mUdU^ about three vento heUom Uie episcopal csiyeC 
Kolomna, enters the GOia* This i* a fortified place,, 
and the capital of ths district* It stands tm the rif^ 
bei^ e£ ^e Meskira, and is txatreiaed. by & samJk 
iteeaoa, called the Kolenenka^whick here fsjkintaitw 
k IS UW yeests from Momdv* It is UteaUy wett 
buill^ a»d Qonialna eighAeem Qhurches, a monestecy, a 
vanaery, and b^weea 5 and 6,000' inhabitaata. Ita 
prfadpal trade is in oaltle.; there, ane ^io linoa, silk^ 
and cotton manufactories here, and considerable tile- 
kStiMU Six days after entering die Oka, Hfri BeU 
arrired at Riazan (or Rezan), an archiepiscopal city, 
which formerly bore the name of Pereaslavl Riazan- 
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skoi,* dsttmt 191 vents from M^eom : it ttenlbMl 
the Tnibesh, Be^r iu confluoioe with the Okau Tto 
village of Stand Riasan (old Riasan), whieh staitft 
on the baidct of the Oka, about fifty vents, ^fam dtt 
modem town, occupies the site of a large and p e n we alki 
dty, the capital of an independent dutchy oi-iht MHi»^ 
name. It was destroyed in 1568, by tlia Ttorft' 
Riazan is an inconsiderable place, containing a popB« 
lation of about 6,000 souls. The next place of inlerasi' 
is Kassimof Ocarevitz, formerly the residence e# « 
TAtar prince, fromNi4Mm it takes its name : it wa» 
aodently called Gorodets. It stands on « cale8reoB» 
monntain^ which here forms the left hank of tiie Oka,' 
where the river is 100 fathoms in breadth, 140 vents 
from Resan. It is a place of some trade, but the 
houses are of wood ; the pt^nlation, which is pardy 
TAtar, is under 5,000. The Oka new leavii^ tk» 
government of Resan, enten that of Vladim^, anlT 
flem^ by the episeopal dty d Mourum, situased on an 
elsvation. This place is of high anti^ty, baiag As 
^seatef a Sarmatian oolsny at a peciM antsoedsnt ts 
the Russian annals ; and was anciesitly. an appanage 
of the younger sons of the piuiees of Kiev. Being a 
fipontier town, it repeatedly suffered from the Imm^ 
siens of the Bulganaas. * The town has itt kreaoUB,' 
OT'Citadel; and contains a h a nds o m e cathedral, sc v sp ** 
tetn chusciies^ two monasteries, a nunnery, and aboat 
4>600 inhabitants. About twenty-five versts finstt- 
Menrum, on the east bank ef the river, ans ionndiidlr 
iron mines ; and sixty versts below the dty^ begins a; 

• So oOM to dtotlngwfah it tnm the andent PwbsiImvIIb tin* 
Ukndne* situated on the Dniepef; The name Perea-SlaTl i^ 
aaflumed by Oleg, a Tatar inrader^ in the tenth century, to earn- 

----■■■ • • • ---- ■ • . ' • ' 
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vAiof iUabaster, whieh extends to Nishnei-Novogorod. 
Sfii latter eity, the capitiil of a government to whleit 
itiigiTOs name, it situated on the high banks of the 
Qitt, opposite to where it loses itself in the Vcdga. It 
tiMds in lat. 66« 16' N., long. 44» 18' B. ; 1,W0 
iWMi &om St. Petershurgfa, and 890 from Moftoovr. 
Itriitimtiim at the confluence of two of the principal 
rtvwsof Central Russia, is extremely well adapted for 
Mamieree; and the largest portion of the iiitenud 
tiade of the empire centres here. It communicates at 
oneer with the pronnoes of the north, with the Bakie, 
and with Moscow. The produce of Siberia, of the 
Ural Mountains, and of China, is brought to it by 
means of the Kama, which joins the Volga new Knan. 
By the Lower Volga andcaravans is brought tkepiodiwe 
of Central Asia and of Sonth^sastem Russia and Persia ; 
aad it is supplied widi European conUBodities from 
Moacow, St. Peteitburgh, and Odessa. , Hie great 
and obrious advantages ai its situation, it is said, 
onto avggested to Peter the Great tHe idea of making 
it tbt eapilal of the Russian ee(ipire» ' Its commercial 
inqportanee has latdy been mnch increasod by Ae 
removal to it of the great annual hdr wUdi used to 
b9^Md at Midcarief, eighty-four vents distant. This 
f^ ia weD known ovm Europe; it generaDy huts 
from six weeks to two montiis. Bazars have been 
cMottd f or the accommodation of ^ose who attend 
thia>*fair, which, according to Dr. Lyall, form the 
fiteest esiaft)Mriiment of the kind in the world. The 
sale^f irbn and iron articles usuaHy amounts to above 
10,000,000 rubles ; the furs to 36,000,000 ; the images 
to^l ,'800,000. Captain Cochrane is of opinion, that 
'•'the fair, in point of value, is second to none in 
Europe ; the business done being estimated at naarly 
200,000,000 rubles." The population of the place is 
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supposed thdn to amount to lie, or erenf I9%tfimt 
moQOg whom may be seen Chinese, Pertiane, &sttm^ 
timoBy Aimenians, T&ttu:«, Bucharians, Jews, and A 
^ spedmen of idmost ev^y Eurqpean natko." Nor 
are tiieatrical exhibitions, shows of wild beasts^ tmk 
other Barth<^i&ew-fair amusementa, wanting^ to* atid 
to the attraetions <^ the scene. The fixed popuhnieik 
ia estiBMted at between 16 and 16,000, Rassiaiia asd 
TAtank The uj^r part of the city, ^ thovglk smw 
louiided with the stubborn remains of the old citadel 
(tke kremKn) aad T&tar waH,** its aeoording:to CaptaiA 
Gochntna^saceaunt, peculiarly pleasant and airy. The 
Ifliret town, oeeitpied dsiefiy by the tvaders, consiscs 
of one very long stseet near the rivor. The suburhe 
aae eaeorably fiUhy. There is an elegant bridge on 
peMoofia aesosa the Oktu The Kiemlin containa tWA 
cathedralat besides whiohi, ^ere are in othev parts-of 
Iho town^ three ceorents and tWMity«9ix ehuBcbeS) a 
pnbUc HeoBinary, and a school. The resident popuUu 
tien afe ohieAy engaged in oemmeroe ; but thoDe- ava 
diatiUerieav befwesies^ tannines, soap-^wierkfl>, and oAen 
BUnulhctorieSk It is the residence- of an archbishop* 

Captain Cochrane wulked hum. Moscow to Nishno^ 
The first day, pasung through sereral small viUages^ 
he reached ^* Bowicova, lying in & well-cuUii^ited and 
]|^ctures%ue eountry ;*' a distance' of twenty-five miles^ 
The next place be came to was- Vladimir, a. fine dtf, 
on the left banks of the Kliasma, once the capital of 
all Ducal Russia, and now ^e head-town of a smatt 
gOFomment, and seat of an archbishop. It standa in 
lat. 66° 2^ 16^^ N., and is reckoned 902 versts 
St. Petersburgh, and 175 from Moscow ; but, a 
to Captain Cochrane^s calculation, it cannot be Bc^^m 
from the latter city» Its situation, he says^ '> ca 
beautiful,} standing on, a considerable eminence, whicb 
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owlypagu the river, and commands a fine view <if die 
sucroiuidiiig oountry. Th^re are stUl remaimmg, many 
tmees of its former gfreatness, such as the. royal palaee 
B/id gardens^ a range of puhlic offices, and several 
hwUhome churches." Like idl the ancient towns o£ 
ftassia, it has its kremlin. The population is esti- 
XB^kted at between 4 and 5,000, who carry on some 
trade, manufacture linen, and cultivafte their garden- 
gEOunds and orchards, funous for tkeir cherries^ im« 
meisuo quantities of which are seat to Moscow. Being 
oa the high road to the fair of Nishnei, as well as in 
the line of coammunicatiim with Siberia, this plaee is a 
great thoroughfare, and often presents a very busy 
seene. 

.. Fr<»n Vladimir, our Pedestrian proceeded throughi 
Qoudc^da and Horshok to I>ratchevo, where he* 
otitained ja lift in a vehicle to Mourum. There, hizingi 
a canoe, he paddled across theOka, and passed throughi 
a, dreary, marshy country to Manaeovo. A prettier 
country,, weE wooded, extends to Pogost, distant,, 
aeoording to our Traveller's calculatioiA, forty miles 
from Mourum. This town Is not ill built, and has an 
annual fair. A wfdk of fourteen miles over a cross 
road, through, the beautiful valley of tke Oka, the 
VBMt mondngf brought him. to the iron-works o£ 
Psvlovo, '^ the Birmingham of Russia.*' On the 
evening of the following day, he reached Nishnei, 
wkeiEe he embarked on the Volga in a lighter bound 
1»Ka(Eni. 

Makarief, a straggling, ill.built place, is the first 
iniiabited i^t on the left bank of the Volga, after 
IsKviog Nishnei ; and beyflod it, ^e country on that 
side is a imiversal waste. On the right bank, the 
voyager passes Vasili-sourski, Kosmodemiarski, Tche- 
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baksar,* and Siviat^i. At the latter place is ik» 
reninaat of an old stone castle : it is durty«4wo Vfprsta 
from Kazan. ^ . 

This city^ inferior only to tiie capitals, is situi^jil^ 
on the small river Kaasanka, about foor vecsts fiaoqt 
where it falls into the Volga : it is JS6 verst^ fippm 
Moscow by land, but mudi more by water. It.stan4a 
in lat. 65» 47' 61" N., long. 49»21'9" E. The dly Wj^ 
nearly destroyed by fire about six years ago ; but it:l^^ 
been in a great measure rebuilt in a more substantial 
and r^fular manner. It is the see of an ardkbishop, 
and the seat of a university. Its population is esti- 
mated at 40,000, of whom 12,000 are T&tars, who 
dwell in the suburbs. The ILazan T&tars are said to 
be a more civifised people than their Russian masters* 
^^ The TAtar who is unable to read and write, is held 
in very little estimation by his countrymen-; and 
hence, it is a leading consideration with the fathers €f 
families to send their children to school atjuieni^ 
age, with a view to their being instructed in reading, 
writing, and the jnindples of religion. To promo^fi 

* « In this country," says Mr. Bell, " are cau|^t the best and 
laigest falcons in the world, much esteemed for their strengith aaA 
beauty, particularly by the Turks and Peitiaas,whopurdiasa thei^ 
very dear. The Russians take few young hawks |h>m the Mil. 
preferring the old ones, which they train very dexterously to Itfia 
swan, goose, crane, or heron. The Tatars fly them at a a la liip i l 
and hares. I have seen them take a wild-duok out of the ymitH 
when nothingof her oould be porceiTed but the bill* ii^iek 0f.'*'ss 
obliged to put up for air. Some of them are as white as a Sbfvah 
The manner (^ catching them is very simple : ttiiey ntct a taSL pM 
upon a hill, fitee from wood, on a bank of the feivw, nair -wrVliMM 
placed a Jay-net t under the net some small Urds are enfnaed Jlip;^ 
ooid, which the hawk<atdier pulls to make them flutter on the 
appearance of the hawk, who, observing his prey, first pctdiatdd 
the pole; and when^he stoops to seise the bird* the petals vAa'tl 
MBcsaladby the bitthes, draws the net and eovsrs him." ' 
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Atdbe objects, every mmqne has its proper school at- 
tiiehed to h. Many of the T&tar merchants of Kazan 
are very rich, nearly the whole trade being in their 
Ikittds.- The diief articles are soap, leather, potash, 
d^tiis, wax, tallow, and gunpowder. 
"^Ka^an, on approaching it from the westward, 
Ospt. Cochrane says, greatly resembles Badajos as 
l^proached from Elvas. It is built partly on a de- 
divity, partly on a swampy plain, which is subject to 
aiinual inundation. These marshes render the place 
in dry weather very unhealthy. There was formerly 
a cathedral on the site of the ancient mosque, as also 
a palace, both of which were destroyed by an explosion 
in die citadel at the time of the fire. It has several 
handsome churches, four convents, one Lutheran 
dmrch, and several mosques. ^ Among the diurches 
is one which gave rise to that beautiful building, the 
Kasan church at St. Petersburgfa, though its architec- 
ture would seem to denote a theatre.** The province 
of Kazan is extensive, well wooded, and fertile, but 
low and insalubrious: it sends great quantities of 
fom to the capital. The woods to the south and west 
ooBsist of stately oaks, ^^ sufficient to supply all the 
navies in the world.*' They abound with game. The 
population is estimated at 900,000. Above half are 
ptnuntfl or slaves ; four-fifths of whom belong to the 
crawn, the rest to the nobles. 

Mr. Bell was obliged to remain at Kazan during the 
winter, the Volga having been filled with floating ice 
maaAf in September. In the following May, the river 
was still so high and rapid, that it was reckoned dan- 
gerous to proceed. At last, on the 4th of June, he 
tfmbttrked ; on the 25th, he landed at Saratof, a large 
Uywn about (ISO ifttrsts fhMA KawHu Thefh»hmA^mn 
opportunity of visiting a great horse-market held on 
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the opposite nMe of the river, by the Cnlmudt lUin. 
About 5 or 900 of these people were assenMeiA itt » 
field, with a number of horses aH luiming latHtet^'%^ 
oept those on which the Titars were mounted. The 
buyers come from rarious parts of Russia. *' TJie 
T&tars had their tents pitdied along the rfter side. 
These tents are of a conical figure : serend long pdiet 
are erected, inclining to one another, whicb are fixed 
at the top into somelMng Hke a hoop, that foran the 
circumference of an aperture for letting out ^le 
tmoke or admitting the light. Across the poles are 
laid some smafl rods from four to six feet long, and 
fastened to them with thongs. This fjhone is corcred 
with pieces of felt, made of coarse wool and hair. These 
tents afford better shelter than any other kind ; and 
are so contrired as to be set up, taken down, folded 
and packed up with great ease and quidcness, and are 
80 light, that a camel may carry five or six of 6)em. 
Where the khan or any person of distinction resides, 
they are placed in right lines. 

** These Tatars,** continues Mr. BeD, *' were 
strongly made and stout, their faces broad, noses flat- 
tish, and eyes small and black but very tpndk. TMtr 
dress is very simple, consisting of a loose coat of sheep- 
skin tied with a girdle ; a small round cap, turned vlp 
with fur, having a tassel of silk at the top ; leather dr 
linen drawers, and boots. Their heads are all shaved, 
exc^ a lock behind, which is plaited and hangs down 
the back. They are armed with a bow and antnrs, 
a sabre, and a lance, which they manage with grettt 
dexterity, acquired by constant practice from Aefr 
infancy. They are men of courage and resc^tiOH, 
bat much afraid of cannon, whidi puts their hmtto 
in disorder. As they are almost always on horseback, 
they are exodlent riders. The dress of the women 
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^fien fittiA £rem ihat ^ the men ; oady tibeir gowns 
we qoinewiiat longer tban tiie coats of die men, a fittle 
«mainented, and bordered with party-cdoured dock. 
,9^07 wear earrings and their hair all plaited in locks. 
^^ better sort dress in silks in summer. ' It must be 
43l\)9erveA^ for the honour of the women, that they are 
^ery ^bumest and sincere. Adultery is a crime scarody 
ever heard of. The Tatars make Yery good and faithful 
4BBrvaat8 ; and the moFe mildly they are used, the mere 
Isidifully they perform their duty; for their wander, 
ing-, nnconfined manna: of life naturally insures l^iem 
with saitiments of liberty, and an aversion imd hatred 
to tyranny and oppression. All their wealth is in dieir 
flocks. Like those who lived in the early ages of the 
world, they have camels, Ikhtsos, cows, and sheep. 
-The horses are ei a good »ze for the saddle, and very 
hardy : as they run wild till they are semetimes six 
years old, they are genmxiily headstrong. They are 
sold, at this fair, at from five to sixteen crowns, and 
the strong, well-shaped, natural pacors, much high^. 
Their cows are of a middle sise; the sheep laige, 
having broad tails like Uiese in Tfukey : t^ wwA is 
coarse, but the mutton very fine. 

*' They have no money, except what they get from 
the Russians and their other neighbours, in exch^ige 
for cattle. With this, they buy meat sometknes, but 
mostly doth, silk stuffs, and other i^pard, for 'Uieir 
women. They have no medianics, except those who 
make arms. They av<Hd aH labour as the greatest 
^very : their only employment is tending their flocks, 
managing their horses, and hunting. If they are 
angry with a person, they wish he may live in one 
place, and work like a Russian. On long mardies, 
tin thdr provisions consist of cheese, or rather, dried 
curd, made up into little balls, which they drink when 
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pounded and mixed with water. If tbit IdM of U^ 
fails, they have always many spare horses, whidt tlMiy 
kill and eat. They broil or roast the flesh beior&i||9 
^, on pieces of broken arrows, and never eat it n^, 
as is commonly believed, unless in cases of xndtsmft^^ 
;rhey have, indeed, large thick jueces of hoxve-flfi^h 
smoked or dried in the sun, which they eat ; but this 
cannot properly be called raw. I have tasted ummfi€ 
it, and thought it not amiss. As to their religioxvl 
pan say little : they are downright heathens, and Jtare 
many lamas or priests who can read and write, and 
are distinguished by their yellow habits. Their high 
priest is called Delay Xama, and lives far to the east- 
ward." 

So far Mr. BelL From Dr. Clarke, Pallas, and 
other travellers, a few particulars may be added r«. 
specting this primitive race. They are believed to ^ 
the only natiim that has retained the ancient lan- 
guage of the Moguls, who, under Jhengis Elhan^ in 
the thirteenth century, subdued the finest distrio|fi 
of Asia. They„have also, in a great measure, preserved 
thjB manners, dress, and religion of their ancestof^^ 
Their original territories were very extensive, stretchp 
ing along the southern boundaries of Siberia as f ariis 
the. Selenga on the east, and skirting the empire of 
China, they reached, on the south, towards the OOB^ 
fines of Ava. On the north-west, they were boundw 
by the Mogul empire, Great Bucharia, and Turkestaii* 
Such was their territory so lately as the beginning of 
the last century ; but the encroachments of the Russia^^ 
and Chinese have greatly contracted it. At pres^n|^ 
they are scattered over various and very distant 
parts of central and south-western Asia. The mo«t 
numerous an4- powerful tribes inhabit the country 
between the Caspian, Samarcand, and Cashgar. Both 
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I of t^9 Vdga, as vreU aft both rfdfis bf tibe Don 
A»4 tii6 ^nd) are also the haunta of this rac9. Mf. 
BblT has well (described their very peculiar physiog« 
iitoy^'whitQh distinguishes them from all the other 
n^Ons of Asia : it is, indeed, very forbidding, but 
tilMe tHio possess the national features in the highest 
diBg^'ee, are, among them, regarded as the most beauti*^ 
fml Their hospitable disposition is attested by all 
trarrieUers. Their disgusting habite are thus strongly 
pftinted by Dr. Clarke. ^^ Within the tent we found 
some women, though it was difficult to distinguish the 
sexes, so horrid and inhuman was their appearance. 
'fhef M women ^ere eating n^w horse-flesh, tearing 
h off from large bones, which they held in.theiv 
bands.** They" are by no means courageous. They 
a^e expert at some kinds of manufactures, especially 
ihflidd work and enamelling ; and Dr. Clarke and other 
trar ellers assure us, that, from time immemorial, they 
%hye possessed the art of making gunpowder. ThSi 
Vraveller, as well as most others who have seen them, 
presents their food as much more loathsome than 
Mr, WB seems to have Imagined, consisting of cattle 
fmd horses who have died of disease, dogs, cats, mar. 
foots, rats ; and the poorer sort sometimes Ised upbn 
^rrioB. Their favourite dish, during a journey, 2ft a 

tieoe of flesh placed under the saddld of a horse, which, 
y warmth and pressure, becoiues a tender steak. 
JThe pre^ration of kaumis^ or rather, of a sort of rack 
tmi/5e from it, is thus' described by Dr. Clarke : ^' Their 
ash was constructed of mud, or very coarse day ; and 
^r tilid neck c^ the retort, they miployed a cane. Th^ 
Receiver of the still was entirely covered wi^ a coat of 
Vet day. The brandy had already passed over, jt^e 
woman who had*£he*'niahagemenl"6f*£he iW^SOiefyp 
wishing to give us a taste of the spirit^ thrust a sticky 

PART II. T 
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with a small tnft of earners hair at its end, thro^i^h 
the external covering of the clay ; and thus, coiDectyg 
a small quantity of the hrandy, she received^ ft 1^6 
the palm of her dirty and greasy hand, and'h^H^ 
tasted the liqucn*, presented it to our lips.*' THiifm 
so fond of being on horseback, that the ceren^^^Of 
marriage is sometimes performed in this manh^. 
** A girl is first mounted," Dr. Lyall informs Wib, 
•* who rides off at full speed. Her lover pursues^ kWd 
if he overtakes her, she becomes his wife, and the 
marriage is consummated upon the spot ; after whic6, 
i^e reitums with him to his tent. But it sometime 
happens, that the woman does not wish to marry ttie 
person by whom she is pursued, in which case she w^ 
not suffer him to overtake her ; and we were assured, 
that no instance occurs of a Calmuck girl being thtis 
caught, unless she had a partiality for her pursuer.' tf 
•he dislikes him, she rides, to use the language of 
English sportsmen, ^ neck or nothing,* until she has 
odmpletely escaped, or until the pursuer's hbrse is tii^ 
oitt, leaving her at liberty to return, to be aft ei - wat A s 
diased by some more favourite admirer." The mii- 
jdrky of the Calmucks profess the religion of ThSh^, 
They hare two written characters ; one very andeht 
aiid sacred, read from left to light ;'the other, naDH 
ill common ooncertas, is read from top to bottom; '" 
Kfom Saratof, Mr. Bell descended the? Vciga'tfc 
Astrakan, passing the place where Captain Patry^'siii 
Ei^Hshmanin great favour with Peter the Ore^,%iA 
employed in attempting to cut a canal betwe^'^^ 
Volga and the Don: the attempt, however, dUd'tiik 
succeed. On the islands of the Volga, he obs^i^ 
great quantities of liquorice growin^^ wild. On ime 
of th&ie islands Astrakan is situated, about sixty 
versts from the Caspian Sea, and 800 miles S.E. from 
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Moscow, in lat. 46* 21' 12" N., and long. 48* 2' 46" E. 
J^ i^ Im ill-built ; the houses are mostly of wood, and 
^: walls of the Kremlin are in ruins, but it contains 
90^ handsome buildings. There are twenty-five 
Eastman churches, two Armenian, one Lutheran, one 
EcHnan Catholic, two convents, and several mosques* 
]^^ i^ the seat both of a Russian and an Armeniaili 
wchbishop. There are several manufact(H*ies of silk, 
OQ^ton, stuffs, morocco leather, and shagreen. As ths 
great emporium of the Russian commerce in the £ast, 
it is furnished with a dock-yard and spacious quays ; 
^d its port is often crowded with shipping. Its per- 
manent population is about 20,000. The commerce 
is chiefly in the hands of the Armenians ; but the 
grand source of wealth is the fishery of tl^ beluga, 
which brings in annually to the citizens of Astrakai^, 
^)3oat a miUion of rubles. 

The government of Astrakan is of very great ex- 
l^t, but in general is ill-cultivated*. The chief riv^m 
^ the Volga and the Ural, both pf whi^ fallij^ 
1^ Caspian. The other Russian ports in this ae^) 
t^esides Astrakan,. are Kislear and Curief ; the last is 
a^ OiHosiderable place. The manufactures of this pi^fih 
yjaice are of considerable importance, e s p ecially thpae 
^rried on near the capital: isioglaa^, caviare, <^i^9 
silk, linen, and shagreen, are made in great quantities. 
^h^,j|ast is made from the hides of horses and asses, 
ll^t 9Qly cert^ pieces from the back are fit for, the 
^f^o^^pofi^t the roughness is given by pressing the grains 
^ live, orach^ into the leather while moist. The, l^mb^ 
l^s of Astrakan are in great repute,, esp^ially.i[or 
uiies of ceremony, and for lining coats, &c* ,, 

jJThere are two tribes of Cossacks in. this part of 
Kuasia, those of the Volga, and those of tine Uni t both 
ar^ branches of the Don Cossacks. Those of the 
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Volga at firtt ytaaed oiily their summers on t^t river ; 
but at length, becomliig stationary, diey ti^ere, in 
1734, declared independent of the parent stodi. The 
Clossacks of the Ural first separated froua die parent 
ttack about the beginning of the fifteenth centiuy, 
and established themselves at the mouth of that river : 
they now extend along it from the Ildc to the CasjpSan. 
They retain their Cossack oonstitation, and number 
M,005 men fit to bear arms ; whereas most of the 
dossadcB of tibe Vo%a are mervhants and burghers. 

FROM MOSCOW TO TOBOLSK. 

In desbHbtng the rdute from Moscow to Tobolsk, 
we shall avail ours^es of Captiun Gochrane*s amusing 
narrative of his pedes^an journey. We have already 
aaoompanied him on this route as far as Kazan. The 
g^emor of that crty obligingly gave him *' a lift" in 
a kibkka as fkr as Perm, which he reached on tli6 
fimrth day. Not far from Kuan, he crossed die 
Kama, whidi enters the Volga forty miles bdow that 
chy. Hie country on the east side of tiie Kama ia 
wild and dreaify, interspersed with forces <Kf fir, bSrdi, 
and pof^, with nothing to interest except the T&tar 
villages scattered at intervals of five or six miks. 
Mosquitoes are here vt^ troublesoitie in summer. 
Perm is a oondderable city, situated on iSie right bank 
of the Kama, in the midst of a thick forest, the trees 
ef which ezt^id to ^e very gates. It 'wns ImiH by 
the Empress Catherine in a regular and Inmcbome 
Doanner, and contains about 8,000 inhabitants. Its 
trade is considerable, particularly in iron, o^yper, and 
salt. It is the capital of a province, in which, besidea 
Russians, are found several half-dvilised tribes, mostly 
of the TAtar twe. The total iM>|m]ation of the fra- 
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vinoe i8 estimated at 800,000. The soil is for the 
most part good : com is both cheap and abundant, and 
is exported in large quantities. The face of the oountry 
is generally level, till near \he Siberian fnmtier, at 
the base of the Ural mountains, which commence at 
- the distance of 160 versts from Perm. '^ The ascent 
and descent of this mountain barrier," Capt. Godirane 
says, '^ are so nearly im pepce pt ible, that were it not 
for the precipitous banks every where to be seen, the 
traveler would hardly suppose he had crossed a range 
of hills.*' On reaching the Asiatic side, he found the 
inhabitants of all the villages ^' much more civil, more 
hospitable, and more cleanly dressed.'* 

Ekaterinburgh, founded by Peter the Great, and 
so named in honour of his empress, is '' the key of 
Siberia." Here, passports are rigorously examined. 
It is a well-built town, near the source oi the Iset, 
and contains about 15,000 inhabitants. In the neigh, 
bourhood are very large iron and copper foundmes : 
the copper mines are neariy 300 miles distant. At 
twelve miles from the town are the gold mines of 
-Berezo&ky, the produce ef which is, however, v^ry 
trifling : * platina has recently been found in them. 
The inhabitants generally are bondsmen either to the 
Government or to private individuals. About 100 
males and 20 females pass through this town weekly 
into Siberia, who, as exiles or criminals, are doomed to 
work in the mines and manufact<nries of Siberia. The 
rate of their progress is from ten to fifteen miles a 
day, except on Sundays juid holydays. Houses are 
built at every station for their reception. If they 
become ill, the peasants are obliged to forward them 



• «* One guinea's worth of pure gold," Capt. C. says, " to every 
4,«00tt». of earth." 
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in «f%«r. 9%e wivBi irndfotniHes of the «o«vict8«M 
parmitted to aoeominaiy than, if they think ^^v^pw.'-' 

Tnman is the first town in 1^ i^evBriMBtwofEF^ 
boUc, about 200 miles from that dty, aaaHtfidvaBi 
distance from Eksterinbuigh. It was the fifst tMol 
built by the Russians in Siberia. From ks loeal iftn- 
•tion on the Toura, in the midst of pq[»id0B8 i^^ilagW 
and a fertile eoontry, H envoys n oonsiderahk tradite 
timber, tidlow, hides, and embroidery : its popidatiiit 
is abont ^,000. Most of the stations bOttreen tfatli*tMm 
and ToboMc lie on the bonks of the Toora, wMdiHifim 
timmgfa a oonntry t^ll coltltated and ahonnding with 
immense herds of cattle; Captain CkMshrane repre- 
sents t^e inhabitants as wealthy «nd hospitalde. The 
view of the city and fortress of Tobolsk, on avrtvkig 
from ^le west, he describes as very fine. 

Tobol^ stands in lat. d8*> ir 42^ N., and inioB|r. 
98^ ff U" £., «00 miles east of Moscow, at tl»$ ecm- 
fluence of die Irtish and the Tobd.* Tobolidc was 
formerfy the Capital of lall Siberia, ^afterwards l^at of 
a province, and now of Western Siberia^ The jnns- 
•ditition of the governor-general who resides he*e^ ooft- 
prehends Tomsk and Omsk, widle the govemor-ge- 
• rieral of Irttnt^ rules also Yenissdsk, Yak«tsk, ^Ok- 
otRk, and- Kamtchatka. The town is fortified wivh^ 
strong brick wall, having square towei^ and bastkfBt, 

* TheTobol, which hits its source in the steppe of Kbig«te«^ 
nid to receive its aaaiefhMam«iBaU^ ttee which abouiiiki sqi Its 
builub called h^ the Kirgniss Moult and by the^Rusdans taoofga* 
It is navigable firom the mouth of the^Ui. After a course of 500 
versts, during which it receives the Iset, £he TouTa, ^and the 
^TavelaMiitsleftbaiik, it fUIs toto tiie Irtish. T^laMnrttvvr. 
one of the largest in NOTthera Asia, ccnnes from the cotButvjtoi: «)ie 
Mopgols* traverses Lake Kizalpou* and, after along and windii« 
course, falb into the Ob in lat. 61°, about 600 versts below 
Tobolsk 
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mA M always #dl furnished with military stores. 
Witlaa ^he walls are, the governor's ^aee, the cour^ 
€i\jiutm^ a 2a>ge caihjedral, several ohurdies, '^ ibr- 
tanirtely no ccmventb," and the }>alace of the arch- 

-tr/Kb^^tuhurbs, which lie alokig the hanks of the river, 
I9l4*«re «urrouiided\?ith a ditch and palisadoes, are qc- 
^pied by the Tatars, who enjoy the privileges of trade, 
wsA the exercise of thar religion. In person, language, 
«Bd manners, they i^esemble the Tatars of Kazan and 
^iit n dai n . A^xmstderable trade with C^l^na is still car- 
;ried on here ; but latterly, Irkutsk has become, from 
'ths superior advantages of its situation, a formidable 
ivivid. It has also lost much by the change :of route, 
'like caravans no longer using it as a halting p^a^ in 
their road to further Siberia. Its p€q[»ulation is about 
^d^OOO. The dimste is severe, but, in other respects. 
It is by no means so uncomfortable a place of abode fif , 
^freoithe latitude and country in which it Hes, would 
/aBEsrMffatty be supposed. Firovisions are che^ tfnd 
Mmadant; and, what is, remarkable, the society ia 
good, at least, gay and polite. Shops, theatres, and 
ether places, of puUic amusement, are numerous^ 
There are also booksellers' shops, and French hotels, 
rwhere^msy be had French wines, with English poi^ 
•imd beer. 

The country ixmnediately adjacent, preserves, Capt. 
^CSodiraae says, .much of its natural wild magnificence, 
^tespeo&dly M it is seen from the residence of the^go- 
vemor. ^' In front are the Jioble Irtish and Tobd, 
^;j0(iuuQg't^eir waters from -the east and the south, and 
,^s0atimiing their united course through the black and 
M^mpciietrahle f^xsts, till lost in the. vierge of the 
" 'hoiizdn. The numerous pasture hmds on the ^^fdakfi 
.banks joi the river,, with here and thei!P a..»npkiiig 
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diinmey, enliven the eoene, and render, the ^afle»<9n|i|i 
all its surronndmg but distant deierts, a reiiUy(4|i^* 
able retreat. Immediately under the eye are t)ie ^ff§gi 
and lower town, with its regularly intersecting ^x^tff* 
All these afford ocular demonstration that ToMsMi 
far iiom being a dull place. Yet, even in suinm^ 
the siti^ation is very odd and bleak, beings in t{tl)9 
latitude of near 59°; and the thermomet^, da^^M 
the winter, at times falling as low as ^^ or 4^,^ 
Reaumur ; while, on the other hand, it is not alwi^ 
free from the opposite unpleasantness of eztisms 
heat." 

No convicts or malefactors are permitted to remain 
h^re, but only those who are banished from, pc^tica) 
causes. Provincial schools on the Lancasterian syirtem 
are estaUished here ; and though they were in their 
infancy wlCen Captain Godirane vinted them, neady 
1,000 boys attended them. 

The soil of the province ia chiefly marl and dialky 
except in the north, which is covered with immwiso 
tracts of sand. From the nature of the soil and tbi» 
dreariness of the climate, the timbtf is generally 
stunted in its growth. The population is jestimatadp 
at one million ; yet, so poor are they, that the net 
revenue received firom tlus government does not. ext, 
ceed 150,000/. sterling. It extends from Uie latitude 
of 50*' to the Fnnen Sea, and neaiiy 1,000 miles froa^, 
west to east. The noith«m districts aie inhahitgjcl by 
Samoieds and Ostiaks, a wild,' barbarous race, who. |i ve> 
by fi^ng and hunting. 

Western Siberia is said, on authority which is^jra$k0|f 
doubtful, to have been first discovered andooOi^KMPiedli 
by a Cossack fireebooter, of the name of Yenqa)c« «tt 
the -beginning of die sixteenth century. Obljlged to 
flee from the country between the Don and the Volgs^ 
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Mi teOMmt (tf tbe ravages ixnniiiitted by hft<btti(Ktt£, 
]b)» %i. iiktxtk^ after various adventtires, towards Uie 
WSMl, and, having discovered and partially snbdned 
SSsMty mad^ his peace with Russia by giving infimn- 
^lii^ 4yf the eadstence of this country. After seven 
yifil#vi»f constant warfiare, he was sttr^N^ised and defeated 
hj^^tfa^ ^tars, and periidied with all his own troops^ 
Wge&itT with ffome Uiat the Russian Government Iwd 
flCbt-him. For the time^ 1^ Russian emj^e in fiiberia 
:#«s aftMttdoned ; hut it was sot ionjg before thSe court 
0f MmoQvy, taking advantage of the intestine oomi 
noietionfl of i^ native princes, sent t>ut imother expi^ 
ii^on, whkh tsodn MccNrtirtdthe territory of Tobolsk 
and Tara ; and in ^le qxtce of a e^ntury, the whole 
Cf SKbferia, frttn Biliiope to ihe EastSsm Ocean, md 
ftMn the Frosen Sea to the Chinese. frontier, was 
(Mdoed and anhesEfd to thnt vt^t ein{»rew 

Whatever truth there may b^ iii the adventures 
aild concpiests of ¥enni^, it is «erCH)n that lift Cos. 
iwdct of Siberia regscrd tlssmselveb as desoended Cram 
kSsfofiawCrs. Their ^uresent numberis stid^ to eseeiBd 
iB»,99(^t but ot ihhtej only 14,060 d» mlAuof 4xLtf 9 
th^rest iu% togaged in various trades. Theirh^ 
liteber of the Oossacktnale population in* theRniiiut 
4dmiitfons ih reckoned at hsdf a milfion; and^these, 
itoot 200,000 »e Milfr to be ^osUed on for maXMrf 

<4lf^.Beilstifl«8,^at, in utt the )«ad fnnn ToMik 
A T8S?a;^a-dliMAnc^ of'IM^ vertts, he met wHh ctoly 
one Rnsrian village; he i>assed, howeven, sev<^^ 
nUr^vilhiges, wMdt both t^ Trav^ter and CaptAin 
i^dSkraxae represent as being neat, dean, and cctaa- 
^fttitkiie* Th^r wMte, plastered diimneys and ovens 
l«ininde<i the latter o^ those of his own country. 
llie honses consist in general of one or two rooms* 
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Near the hearth is «n iron kettle; and at <me eUd >er 
the apartment, a bendi eovered with mats* or iridivi 
on this, all the family sit by day, mdeleepby ligbh 
They are particolarin haring dean hed^nyiiniilTfi ny 
piUews. The walls are of wood and moat, .ottB-^i^ 
of moss between every two beaoH. A sqnnre ^holi^Hi 
cnt ont for a window ; and to supply the wanttgfl^aB^ 
a piece of iee is often put in t two or three fieommHH 
last the whole winter. They use no stores. Nedrftlie 
house is eommonly a ^ed for the eattle. The'Aindb 
tnre consists of a few eariihenware utensfls and^ stt 
e# tea-thingv.* They have neither dudn wot steels. 
The women never eat or drink till the nen^^oe done, 
and ^en seldom in their preseiMe. ^ ' 

Tara, on the IrticAi, is situated in a distrietwboond^ 
ing with wood, corn-fields, and fine pasturage. Mn 
Bell found the air much milder hM« than ^ tmypltii^ 
tiikce he had left Ka^an. j^xty vents iktnii T«ra, 
thiere is a Russian viUage, the last till we 0(toe'to4lM( 
river Ob. Three hundred miles SoMh^east fsM 
ToBdIdt is Omsk, at the Junetimi of the Irtlhih ani 
the Cm. It eonsists of the otadel, ^le towl^*«ti4 
sulNiriM) and contains a population of about -9>M9f 
It was one ^ the strong plaees of the T^tan^ 'nwi 
there is always a strong garrison here ^ there Is alM 
a linifitary ei^ege ^ the L&mtesterhin eystemf wMh 
is well conducted. The country romid is fuHeiflatg 
£M«lle, but not well oodtivated. ' 0|^>oeite t» tlU^^fAlal 
is the territory of "^e Kirgufs TAtta«, witis vheiisiSttV 
with the Calmubks to the South, the inhabitantB cass^ 
, on a eottSiderabie' trade - in bartering tobacc^frapniaij 
• ' ' ' ' i -1*1 r'** 

* The richer peasants, we are told, drhik tea 'mortiiiig^ j&Ki 
evening : this they procure from China, of a qimlity superiofr to 
any that i« brought to Engiaad. 
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Ibcifiar «attle» Tlie Klrgois, though in some degcee 
tokhutarir to Busna, have their own khans. Th^ am 
diiridcd^JiiiiO three hordes, who wander oyer the 
owoKti^ between Chnsk and thQ Caspian Sea. Captain 
Gopbrane thus descries two of Uie . Kirguis chieft^ 
witllxtrhem he dined:—'' Their appearance was 
Iwnftyterie and manly; a long rohe of blue doth, 
ttt«i«bi£nl]y en^oidered, and fast^Eied round the wust 
b|f lathighly pt^shed ulver bdt, from whidi was sus- 
pendcid a dagger, a knile, a pipe, and what in £ng. 
land mii^t be termed a^iidier4>ex ; & ^rt of coloured 
cotton, large T&tar trowsers, and boots tocorreq^CHick^ 
a« handsome fur cap, with «■ small black one under* it 
to cover the dean-sfaa^ed head; a long beard, and 
bftmiBedc^ Thdr horses were well accoutred, and 
w«re managed with a long whip, which serves also for 
tKe driving of the cattle.* ^ 

^ About eight days from Tobolsk, is Tomsk, on the 
iKght bank of the Toura, near its junction with the 
9^ in latitude d6° 29' 38'' North, and longitude 86*> 
^,^l"£ast. During May and June, it. is subject to 
Inundation from the. river. There are some good 
aorvets, planked for the accommodation of foo4-pas. 
tengers. Its population is about 10,900i, who carry 
«n. a bride trade with the Calmucks, Ostiaks, «nd 
etiier tribes, for cattle, furs, && It is the capital of a 
piDOitii»oe of the same name, conts^ng a population of 
HM^OOO souls, of whom about 80,000 pay taxes. Near 
Tomsk^ tenftinates' the great desert of Baraba,.-«.a 
Titar word, signifying a marshy pladn ; it is full of 
]^^iB8<iand marshy grounds, ovexgrown ' with birch, 
willow, and alder. Mr. Bell travelled over it for ten 
d^s. Its scanty population are poor and miserable. 
They are partly of the Mohammedan, partly of the 
Cahnuck religion. A few rein-deer and fish oonsti* 
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«irt» Iheb pcMBrumt and scanty focid. Theif dnir 
nenrittB of sheep sldas ; they ure very 4iity^ ^M 
llieir hms aro suAk aboat aiie*half usder groond. ^ ^'^- 

A oodntry for llw nvMt part wild and uncultftaitSq^ 
caifladt nearly the whole way from Tomsk to HiAmL^ 
«he capital of Eastern Siberia, situated in Utitiiule 
9r W 41" N., imd bngitvde 104*' 11' £. H a^ndi 
in a ]dain, at the right bank of the Angara, at a p(«ft 
apposite to where the Irkut falls into that zitct* 
The public buSldiDgs are good, and the streets are 
wide ; the houses are mostly of wood. The population 
flineants to 15,000, inchiding the military. The 
'Commerce carried on here is very considerable, part^ 
Oiiarly in ftirs and Chinese commodities. The suru 
Yimnding mountains abound in slate and coal ; and 
t^ Baikal lake and the mines of Nertchinsk offer 
ridi stores to the naturalist and mineralogist. The 
^P»yermnent of Irkutsk is very extensive; its bre^idth, 
fi^om east to west, being S,000 miles, while, fnnn nordk 
to south, it tttretdies 1,500. The Inhabitanta amount 
to about 650,000, so that there is not more than 6ik 
person to erery four square miles. The number of 
etbvicts is estimated at from 10 to 12,000 : the cfail^'. 
ren of tliese become crewn peasants. 

T^ieBidkal lake is 585 versts in length,and about 100 
ii^ width, extending fr<HU about the 51st to the 65tk 
paralM of North latitude. The water is fresh aiul 
triftsparant, but of a green or sea tinge. It is usuiQl^ 
firoaen by the latter eead of December, and not t^ 
inm ice till May. It k at particular periods sulijiHi 
to violent storms, whence it is called by the Riiss|a|ii 
the testy sea^ It contains many seals and abnnrfan^ 
of fish, particidaily a kind of herring. Thet^ af^ 
several small idands on the lake: in one of these iliei« 
aM sn^hureous springs. The chief rirerp fiowUng 
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into it are the Selinga from the lOttlh, and the higher 
^pgarafnnn the east. It is bounded on the north 
by a ridge of high rocks, which run from one endof it 
jto the other. There is only one opening by wbi<di it 
discharges itself, which, though it is a natural passages 
appears as if it were cut through the rocks by ar^ 
'' In my opinion," says Mr. Bell, '' one- cannot ima- 
gine a more beautiful prospect of nature than is seen 
from the top of these mountains. The land on the 
south side of the lake, rises gradually till it terminates 
in hills mostly covered with wood. On the western 
9hore, there are very high mountaiois, several oif 
which are generally overspread with snow. The 
woods on the summit of the rocks to the north, are 
short and thinly scattered ; but, on their declivity an4 
in the valley, the treed become gradually both taller 
and larger. There is abundance of game and wild 
l^easts in these woods, particularly the wild htrnty 
which was the first of that species we found in that 
Cpuntry, — a certain sign of a temperate climate^** 
The climate on the southern side of the Baikal is much 
more temperate than on the northerly side ; a^d the soil 
is richer,^producing rich crops of wheat and other grain. 
In the summer, this sea is crossed with some difficulty 
^pd danger, in consequence of the sudden changes of 
^ wind ;. and the transports are not unfrequently 
twenty or thirty days in making the passage, thou|^ 
it is only about fifty miles. In winter, sledges drawn 
by horses are employed. Captain Cochrane was only 
two hours and a half in crossing. There is, however, 
some danger even in this mode, not only from the ice 
giving way at points that are imperfectly frozen, but 
also from the gusts of wind which sweep with irre- 
sistible violence along its surface. Besides the pas- 
sage across the Baikal, there is another route to the 
East by land ; but in this route, there occurs a very 

PART* II. V 
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iitMpiuitfnigg«dttiomitahi. The merdiante/liowtfTCii 
oocaacmally mtfLe me of this route' fcnr tnmMjftittkJ^ 
ihMr goods. -^tjiiK 

lii punuing ki« route to Kmntchatka, ClfMl* 
Codirane dtd liot cross tlio BaikiO, but praoeeAai 4ffia 
file Lenm, in a eanoe, padded by himsdC, n Gchnofci 
and two oih^ persons. During one part of biironit^ 
tidraneed 900 -miles in four days, though tiie river vib 
eorered with floating i<$e ; but, he says, diekia-ltf wM 
thing tiie hardy inl^aMtanttf will not do, aid witlliNie 
nmnnuring. ^* SonMtimes, the boat was to nraeh 
entitngled in the ioe, thaK the poor ftHtows were oom* 
pdled to strip and track her, up to^ their' waists ill 
wsrter, while the atmosphere was kt 5** of cold." At 
Jorbat, he passed' the Mne nHJiich divides the Tongou 
siads from ^ie Yakuti. The former tribe, wha aire 
nearly all nomades, are* in person small and Turiwr 
di^okte, thei^ features r^g;ular and pleanng, tbouf^ 
{he pecuMstt elongation of th^ o^es, and their h<Aig 
set ftU* apart, mask tSiefti as descended from the MojogH 
tmti^ Thdr diess is like that of the Tinuam^ oaeq^ 
ihut it is better adi^ted to th^ dimatei Thinr hciii 
are made of btokr^ins, or of tiiose of the tfein-dete; 
th^r bkaAto from the silme animals, linod With ^ 
w af Mcs t fur, and in «lu^ like a Img, to m ^Mvf. 
pleteiy to enclose the feet. Their genelrel ttoisi^.«f 
litring resemble* that of all tifae ^tiber 6ibemn ti^hiOfcc 
:A!8 CSaptain Cbdlinme advanced into tib# oontttcy <if 
the Ytikuti, the villages became lessfroquicnfi^ VfAikii 
distance between the stations was from^S^ to ^^^m&m 
In consequence of his boat being froa^a^in^i.lie.^^ 
obliged to perfoitn the hut part of hi» j<mnmp^ m 
YidLutsk by land. This i^ace is utuated Ota ^the wUft 
bank of 'the Iiena, in a very blefdL situations if Ir • 
eonsiderable {dace for trade, and a great tfaoronghfine 
iicn* the Russian American Company. Its populatiiii 
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it jabooft l-fiOf^ id whom on&-half are Rustiaiu. , In 
^M;diftrict of which it 19 the chief town, there are^ 
aoill^^red jover an i^nmense ext^t of ooun^:yj &bqn$ 
|6S^j^ ^abi^aiit8» 50,000 of whra^, pay tri|)ute, 
fiAiakf^j'm f^x%f The-.I,«Ba 13 ni^ig«i^l% d9u;i¥(g 
ilb0Kfaflle«£a|anef haying no catareftSt so^f^^t as t^ 
fi^(feiiib4the pMMage o£ TesBela of oonfli4efa^ ^KfN^ 
Sr^reeeiaev ms^y gveat r^ver^ inos| of which snqifOQ from 
iImS^^ and 4^ w^ .stored wi$h eitQelj|^i^.4shf. 
iv^Ite^ Yakutsk, jQapt^n, Q»ch^iffie pi^weeiLed iiifii 
na rt ij ^ .epw toyn : direction^: tp Nisitfieyr K<dyBisk,.in the 
hope of being aUe to pass thnmgh*the jcQunU^ of the 
y fhw kjt Bhi>and sotoflreisgtelprigg^sJStnailslig America. 
Ill tlds, hewerer, he. failed ; whethe«.€rQM <the sni^pi* 
m^s Of the avenee of the^ naMveji) doe« net ^dearly a^. 
PPMT.. ^' l^ishney Kf^]rmti( m%y4ie|«nn©4^*' sayft Ci^- 
^I^God^mi '^ a largpe^tQWDk^n-this part of the w«clA» 
«aiitaiaing,^)M i« deei, mir^ fiftyrdwelliigt andjOHmt 
#0^eo0ei or e^ty Isiiiiliesi .«hic^ 4s &»ie.,tin»ei 
lilf viwmbei^ of . any. plue^ heimeen. H andiy«kitlsk4t* 
l^stand* on ihe ^aeetr eid^iof 4in iilMid iq^thft Kolyoi^ 
^kfsmt 4wenty<£via milts long^'sodt 9gi^b^)l» .the 
4Beiuh> 4rf ^ rivev Avmf,% vkvhAiM^ mi^nVm^^ 
^m^^JL 'SThe^ island ia eoiieieA evil9bvith lav 
HtamdMrcMid, bn* reodireB £d[ie timber. vhi^ m flswted 
4e«m the iriv«r, 1 No cnjitiirotlon .cai%^ 'Miunse. ibe esu 
petfteA li^^i eUauite wjbtfrein MHooely « biade^of grass 
Hst«^^*4eM»< the!hoii9es^;whioht4oeitniittimes:itan7 
!» its-^iMi^ for A4ew^«days^ foed/^vposube ttaps^ 
•Mtti^, a(&d*bflvfeoC th^Lbtiaheey^er^jii^ott.thttmeait 
affhinfr tobitwit» manage^ ttoMwitiwttindlnft indt gteat 
lattotir to iaed » oQ!iiple^«oin$> tbongbs^to doi^his, 
JtfMy aiPetM>Kged tabling the hAyeight^XBiicK They 
>«e inoMlly Cbiiiacks, I'with half < a Aoten pedltts, aad 
4llrea prieete,- the whole of whemrourry «n eome tniAi& 
ne: oetupation of pet^le m thtf past of die worid^ 
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mmnSkf depends up^n tlte seasMu Li^ring ^ 9t ^ 
for fad, huntiiig, and tnid^g, are tlie matttvoomfv^ 
tuns; while fishing and fowling are almofil;^ tb«#i«l^ 
tiye employment in s^ng and autumn s ^momm^ 
generally lAte building time, the wood ior whiall^^ 
fiaatad down the Kolyma from Sredne Kolyv4c« .^^ 
women embroider gloves, caps, boots, shoes^r!*^ 
yariout things, in a neitf m an ner . Further ^«gf If 
the southward, they also attend to the breeding >^ 
cattle. Fishing may, howev^, be termed ^e^gntflft 
eoncem, employing, as it does, alike men, womeU^ 
duildfen, and dogs.** ^ 

The situation is fiir from sahibrious s among ikio 
dis«»es to the ravages of which it is subject, Ci^»tafti 
GQchsane mentions leprosy, ap<^plexy, and scurvy, and 
twa- anomalous disea«es) called diabfe (mu corps -imd 
imi^sachism. The foBner is attended with ineessaffi 
hiccoughs.: the^ lattar is a nervous affection, leaditijl 
theimeiaich to InUtaite, while the fit is on, whtKbevtir 
action he sees^ This part of the country was fonnerly 
hifi^ily productive in fiiM i but the eHss, rein-deev, and 
wiM she^ have retired to the^ «ctremities of l^befis; 
and are now rarely met with within the etwnmissaijsfe 
The shores of the ley Sea .are e^ mudi freqoenfesd 
by. tho white, Uue^ and red foK ; and near thie woodsi 
vahMible satdes are still to be met with ^ but the ialu^ 
iHta^ts look to ihe Tcbuktchl for their winter-dotlniiif 
find most valuable Airs* ^6ame of the fealheicd* kM 
is jibundamt ; 4he inhabitants, inme^oR, *^^i»m^Atm 
the ^Ene n^ the means to look after thtm*'* i . .- r^ 

At tkas i^ace, Oaptahi CoGhninotmet< wi^.BafOft 
Wrangelvwfao had just returned flrom his o;Kpodkioil 
vouxfed Shelatskoi Koss ; and ho jreeevved firom-. kill 
the following information. The N.E. coast had, 
previously to hi« eqtedition, beenascertatnedyaa for 
as BaranovC^pe,,8ituated in long. :lfl»«E» ia 18^ 
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Wm»fs0l twrtrw^ line 4i$tmae Iwiwetn iki9 
«if« Mn^Cape Kimmin, The 4lBtan^ of ninety miks 
NWT i iMt C^ KusmiQ aii4 C^w 2*^i$h, lie was pre. 
Wiwt ^f»m flBTW^rixig At thjii tiaKe, for want of fm^ 
^Mmitt snb^eqtii^Uy, %oiref«-, be acoompUsheit tki$ 
jMc. \Pf|^iapqBeiki0os9rereimdeitakeiimt^«oc^ 
04bft(i^ft9» bf 4lii6 l^^tropid navigator* The ofa^«ot 
«r (tone of Afim. «»|eii^nie» was, tOicroia tbe Fifooen 
Oe/m^i ^ i9^e <>f them tmcee/iMi. fionne'of ih% 
Mmktehi, h^reFer, having reported to the Barep, 
tite^eziatenoe of la^d enlj^f^ «ile9 IST JLjBif Sh)i4»(fl|c 
JNoi^J^ proceeded thither, and ttoiee directed ids 
otmnt aew th eaat . fie h^d «ot pceceeded inere t^an 
iJUf^ 94169, ^vhen a idc^ent suam eatne en, «nd beio^r 
|le0^iib|ifi^Qfpn9vi8io9S, heivsapo^^lfe^ neit, 

j^re*)^, bf fope iie had ann^eycid iiU the fine ftmn 
lEbalatikoi Nfna to ^ li^py <)f KhM^onile and fieiilfeif 
Ijui^n, fwd t;^ itao0i«B^ftCld the jOxiMt bmiAteii^ 
$( Am iM. tUa i^^ai$eir^ «nd 4hA» ^ doM «at jdln 

C^maln Ckn^Oyriu^ pot Mng |tanii«i6d by tb« 
;B<j^ii^c|8Ai4iop<ips^jihrqii|^ ibey tomittyj il a mrtih w i 
ftn makiiig, l^ t^ 4B]pi9rte9t,rQnt0^ for Qkotdtiintqaqpoi. 

4 »m nM?^ |d ft d , in thec«[yiwfe«9d fii^eciaAiletmflaMMM^ 
9>i«;c7iaua,petmi-fl^¥9^aMk. Tlie dl^Mliw ind 
iKIviU ^.tb^^ro^ife0 mfffe s^totk aa fully juiiified 4be 
A^Hoe^Jif 1^ Jiwei^red* W^at j^My ware, nn^hfi 

^^WBOT^gmmH^ ^ ^iBib^niS iM)eoi«iting -to ihh» iar 
departia^ from the 0ri|^iMil4e9igii lof^hia tn^reld^-*.^ 
i^|>0«ir<^e fiver IS^IyWii, |; b«4 kat «ltf benoittt of 
. Ii »it filri i|g yqftr4pgigtteiiiy;^aftiwe whmillmi^^mm 
o*«r » Uh^ ti»6t of 4aso}ate country, neflrty itw 
{ tbftntM ff d tWiUid, ^w^ «wa(t W>W tod fomo perik 
g^ di%^$i0eIhfiM^ad«O eomtmd vfHk^ ^taapmt 
u2 
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•v«ry Mag of tii# kind I hai^e before Men, Mi*^^ 
paired ev«ry exertion of mine to dMiqiier ; ^wMAtlMI 
nal do nnder serenty^lve doyi of haM WMn»i^Wf 
route lay along tlie Kelyma, Zycanka, tndl|iitef 
Chnekon, and Okota ; all of wliich are^ at thli oiiflfa 
of the year, large, rapid, dangerous, and afeaiotftf^lM& 
passable rivers. Besides these, there are niftln^k^ 
o^ier streams, as well as lofty mountuns ^4ipdi^ 
Rnew, large overiowed marshes, crowded and d^lja^^ 
forests^ and half-frorai lakes, whidi present themseltiM 
fn ev«ry part of this jonmey. Suffering at tiie sanMi 
time cold, rain, hunger, and fktigne, with forty-five 
nights* exposure to 1^ snow ; at times without fire^ 
in a frost of thirty degrees ; and latterly, five day^ 
beteg passed without fbodt never having seen^'ii^ 
individual during four hundred miles, and but- one 
hidMtaitionin the extent of tme thousand ;* being fil^ 
quently bewSdered and lost in the snow motmtaixw rJL 
tJl thme eireumstanees tend to weary and dls]^^ 
a traveller upon a Hke journey, and render him Utdik 
pable of ad^^pesihig yoar excdlenoy in a propet t^ifii^ 
But I am unwilUng to alow a post to escape withcMt 
eoBUmmioating my past Mid future movraoents.^ *I 
was isduoed to undertake the late jotaney, ia orM^ 
that I might reach Oketsk in time to proeefed ^ 
Atterica w* Kamtdiatiea, as droumstanceft iUdtdll 
reader most de;iirat)le or neeeemiry t otherwise, iSHt 
proper route from the Kolyma to Oko%^ hi ^9%^!^ 
kvtiAE, ti» tfoute e( tlie Omekra hitving^1)egii ^ Hia wi i - 
tiiraed tUrty years, hi eonsequenoe of Aftdlfietthito 
and psrOs which errer attend it/* *'^*' <^»^ 

Okotkk is situated in the north-east ptirt of'k %iaylif 
ikm sea of Aesaaoe name, in latitude 69* W lO^lft, 
long. 148* 13'.46^ £. The population is about 1,5^ ; 
tiiey are principally occupied in ^iip4mildisg and 
iftanii£EU3taring salt. I^e country round h- lt^% 
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pn^^^tive>'af tiadbsT; Tfae.Rusiian Ameiioan Cob^. 
fHHy ImT^ BXL establishmadt here. From, thU i^aoe, 
4il|rT|iBJnBller croisecl the Sea of Okotak to St. Peter 
ai9^,,^ Paul's, in Eamtchatka. Thin pexunsiila, 
^IJMPh ii.^ of an dlipttcal figure, fonmng the sooth- 
Q$0i*fm eytreiBity of Siberia, extends from the latitude 
^$J^T ttkJS^ N., and from Idd** to le^"* £. longitude. 
^^it.4ioimdad, on the west, by ^e Sea of Okotsk ; on 
tlK^east and. south, by the Pacific Ocean; on^the 
north, by the countiy of the Koriaks. A c^n of 
mountains, with numerous. Yoleanic peaks, travonse its 
whole loigth fr<Hn north to south. The only navig* 
able river is the ELamtchatka, which, after a kmg 
epurse towards the north and north-east, falls into the 
£astem Ocean, in, lat. &&* dW N. It admits vessels 
^ 100 tons 150 miles^up. All the rivers abound in 
fish. There are also numerous* lakes; so that, except 
.when these areirmi&iiy there k no interomuve between 
4jbe several parts of the peninsula. It abounds in 
^mber fit for. ship^building ;> but com and veigeiables 
juAdean ^om» to perfeotkm, in ceBSe^utwce of. the 
seventy of the cJImate, the ieil at all seasons, at the 
iftepth of two or three feet^ being frozen. The wimker 
•is long and severe ; in. spring and autuian there are 
/heavy rains ; the greatest heat is in July. The hah^m 
^itaats depend for subsistence <m fi^ wild anigiala, 
4iQd wild game, all of which are in great abundaniee ; 
t}iey Weimsemiji the biffk of ti-ees wUhwild or unoul^ 
. IJtyaMld vegetables*. The natives fire supposed to be a 
c4iffe9^^race from, ther other inhalntimts ofSibenar: 
they are short, broad, with slender ai<ms and legs, 
^kitisk hair, round feoe, high chedc bones, and' sunken 
f'fffe^* -" The vrhoh p<q^ulatlon> is supposed not to exceed 
7^r 8,000. Epidemic disorders are very frequent, and 
^OOBunit great devastations among them. The nun^ber 
of leid Kamtohatdales who retain their ancient usages. 
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rtit of the iiAafaitantt mtemtiMiAtd in v3kges,%ld| 
la the 1^ Rmtian style. FornMriy, the %aml iS b l di 
dalei Tweivvd their princiiMd artidef •£ c owiWiA 
from the Jmpmmte ; but latterly, the Russians ttfi4 
euj^Ued them with eesne ^doth, knlveiy trifceiBi^ 
Mgar, iron, &o. in exchange lor far» «ni tidnilif 
Kemtchatlre is isid to have been first dieoo^erai Irjr i 
OoBsaok, in leM; It was anally nbiaed by ^ 
RusiSans in 1711, bnt did not attract attention as a 
eoranievcial station tHi subsemioutiy to liie di ac j e wuty 
of the Aleutian, Beering, and Fox Ishada. It k 
dUrided Into foar districts, and protected by a iora of 
COO men. The settlements efdw Rnsaiana a» St0 
«nd smiffl. %i, Peter and St. Paul's, whidi ig llie 
chief, contains about thkty botues. It stands te lat. 
50* 0' 10^ N., and In 108^ 4f^ £. hmgitads. 

At Okotsk, cineamttanoea had dooaned telflch dflU' 
temdned Gapt. CkwJhAanenotto peoseoste his yaamaf 
beyond Kaititehatba. fle^vtamediofimopeby way 
«f Iricntsk and Vercha«y Udimk, ^ a laiye, popsloiii^' 
•ad flouriidtittg eity,** situated on the rigbttank df 
■die transparent I3dengm, distant Atom iriLCttsk 901 
miles, and 70 miles aixire fMengindc,'npoia 'tii^ raSsik 
4if which It has risen. It 'has many bandsomB bnd^ 
JuNises, 'dmrdies, and paUio ediAoes, and the •stBOM' 
ive bdd out at right aiq;les. ^TlriBipIaoens ayd^DHpft' 
mart between Irkutsk nnd KiaUita, on iOxe fWiitf 
frontier, «nd cerates xm a hictktive tiiAde idldi lir 
Jluoats, a numenms and >wealthy TAcar tribe. If 
jtrsng garriaon is kept np here, as ft lit ooiiddflrod W 
A frontier town. The ritoatian is lieiitdiy, mA mi 
Mdefe^rgood. The popubdim is about ^^600. -$^ 
iHHiks of Hie river between this place and SelbgrhBl^' 
avehigfaly^ldctaiesfae. Theyoonoiito^ikunenfemonn^ 
tabis vf porphyry^ Sn wfakh^old is said to/beibMd. ^ 
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-iUnn^ Vmimefy Cupt. Cochrane proeeeded foriortgr 
raf^fi$ «]^imf the han^ of the rivor Uda (a tributary of 
^t^S^nga), and acron the Buriat steppe, to Nert« 
4#|fk,^ distant from YerGhney- about 500 miles due 
Eftfi^ This town, which is '' vilely built, badly situ« 
%^^«od worse inhabited,'* stands at the confluence 
of ,t^ rivers Nertoha and Shilka, which here unite 
with the Amour : in lat. 61« 5& N., long. lie» E. 
^Pie surrounding country is bleak and bare, not af* 
iording even fire-wood. At this town, a treaty was 
signed in 1689, between the Ruisians and the Chinese. 
About the middle of that century, the Russians had 
advanced as far as this river ; here they subdued some 
ToDgusian chiefs, and b^^an to erect fortresses. The 
Chinese having mtwtained similar designs, it became 
necessary to form some amicable arrangement, not, 
howevtf , before hostilities had actively begun. By 
the treaty, the Russians not only lost an extensive 
territory, but also the navigation o£ the Aniour, which 
iprould have been of great consequence to their remote 
possessions in Asia. In the year 1727» the ^mit8 between 
t^e Chinese and Russians were continued to the west^ 
y(ftfdy and, thus, the boundary was oompleted between 
^ latter and the Moiiguls subject to China. Na 
P^ of the Amour is within the lixnijts of the Rusaiaa 
^pire. It is remarkable, that this river is the only 
(ffie between Kazan and these parts, that runs eastward : 
it falls into the Chinese Ocean. Most, if not all of the 
^eat rivers in, Siberia, have their course to the north 
a^d north-west* 

^ Otofi^ hundred and eighty miles from Nertchinsk^ ift 
the BoiSs&oy Zavoc/, or Great Fabrio* The iatervening 
country, J^i highly picturesque ; and the soil so rich« 
that corn-villages are every where to be seen. The 
inhabitants occupying these villages, are Jill exiles of 
the ujq^ier sort, and yet, Capt. Cochrane iemarks»Ai» 
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«ft i04o«ki^ A cbit.ol pemms at lie eviet .hftliiH 
NeruOOiMdc reminded him fotdUy of Uwitt.yiitkalie 
dev^ptioiMi of Ihe^miaei o£ Siberia dimviiibjSLreliMi^ 
writ^i her# their idtaa are Teafied. ThmMUum 
Zm99d oontatoa aboiu 3,000 pdraentt thejllfitft #m 
iPMerable, the lea banes, aad the cUmatas 4MMi«^ 
levere. The erimiiiak am aUovred ontjEiS^ cvMee 
(equeH 10 27 thilHiigft) a&nuidly^ to peetnrti theiMDli^ 
meni^food, firiag, and lodgings and yet^tbe^idiMM 
U% ai severe as is any other part of JBiboia.* -Th«e 
ace Eve «ilves^>6»underiee. besides that pf NertfibiiAi 
The : thirteen principeA silYer^nines prodiBced rSmn. 
vmif' about Of* pDQBd weig^ of v8il¥e]^ foe eneif 
4«000 pounds weight of oee^^Jthe psesent pn^oilMii 
ie.>€«ae .third lessi 4hece are alMK lead.4Miiiee4 .Xh« 
Anmber e€ oaaviote. empk^ed to proeure the aihee> 
^hich. doee* not exeeed aar avemge^TekAftanAuattjNel 
VififM^U%^^A% butv besideB these, Ukere aie wmH^ 
la^OOO HMde prewmn alAM^ied to the isundeiies^ ia4 
caiher^k greater immber of females t so that,tiQB hidii % 
aUithese^.theipeaoDs rclemod from kfaotuv the^effieen 
empfeyed to superintend and gaaidthem^«&o<,Captasi 
OoohTMie eakuktes, that tl«Hre- are 48,029 indiyidnslf 
eiiployed, and' that Oie predme of ew^ as n0t«bsise 
Met IkI« pes anisam* f-fA 

Our jidFenturoui Pedestrian fiezt resolyed oa »tiMp 
o£ 100 iBtiea to Kiakhla and Maiasstchin^ o* She 
Chinese Una. ' The^first twenSyw&TO.amlea'wer^erar 
aasuntaiiiB; he^thaxidescended thastoi^ banhejof ^ 
Sdmiga, and pursued his route up its course^ halting 
at Aha missienary station at SebogiadU jThMse^ 
passing trough forty miles of dreary seeneey ,> wh«W 
9B^ a few miserable Tillages aretobe 8eat,henaehed 
thai poiflte^ where the road loads <^ ^?omi!ho.iMr 
tiirengh4k>inora:^en and wooded country. l^hiUs 
near Klahhte rise in a commanding mannmv* '^ 
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tftmi omt in waaiom diffeetn»»,-formiQ|r beautifol; 
litft»iitiifrod!MCiye vilkyt. «^ £Y«iy tltin^, in rshort,^ 
mi^tm3aeTr«^(33^^ ^^ denotes a frontier sitnstion; and 
mdtMiitg seemed'te say, tbi^ lieve are the limits <^ 
mm mOf^ mnfire)^** 

^ifOakl^ is ditttated toa little faroek of die sanw 
miUMi tHiidi ' serves as the houndary here between 
Ettss fta >tod C^ina.- It stands in ktU j^2<> 56^ N., Umgi 
WSP^ E» ^ 4^260 nnles from Mosoew, and about l^fiOO 
fjnMl ^Pehift. It is neatlf and regolaily' htrilt, edn^ 
tahififig- 450 houMBB, with 4^000 ^Bhabttaots ; a larger 
pTefKMtieit'tO'eadi dwdHng^ than is to be found, pro^ 
hiSblyv ^^' uiy <^«r part ."^f Ihe Rusrian em^ret -no 
steae haildings am allowvd to b€ eveoted^ besides thd 
ihiirdi^ The dimate is deeraed'healdiy, althoi%htl»i 
#ater U net §pdod ; ' that vhkii is drunk by tiltt 
w^daer< 'inhabitants, oobms froan a distanee^ of two 
viileay and &ia»4roed f nintf ar^lataiioeol4Waiiy. Th« 
Mfil ie so poor that vegfetftbles are raised witii>Afficcdtfi 
Peyond dia- lartrm, and ikmnedialely ^opposite i^ 
Chinese toWut of Maknatohsn^ is^Old Kiakhta, whM« 
•i^.meroiduiits veside^ no officer or stranger being' 
fiennitted^ito sleep init^ acsording'to lUr artiete of the 
tnaty between the two* powers. It eontams. 'fixr^y^* 
five handsome dwellings, many of wMch haine lith 
4ioies. Tfae/Chiaesftvilhige, which is wholly uniortii 
fiM^ fa aboot 20»ilfidioBBS frsnijOid KiaUita. >It is « 
sttidl^ iEwboilt, nnd town,' widi.four aancow^ onpafed 
•tm^^ omtaiiiing, duttBg^tke fair^ ftem ISi«i M^ 
T$^mkd*bof%9 no women^eihg pnrf«ssBd^a]lew«#U> 
Uw hett. The fixed population ia from 3 1& MOsdllls* 
9Ph^' houses liave no windows towards (he^ BtCMMs; 
Mdr /Altogether, the ^^aoe wminded oar Traikrdier 
^ the;'old Jioor^ towiks fin the sonthwf'SlpnB^ and 
i^eng the northern coast of Africa. Both iJie streets 
and the houses were dean. Capt. Ckxhraae visited 
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the place in oiMpMiy with oiM ef Ui0 ttMt Toi^eeMSer 
menhantt, whidi procured himren affiihle wiit'hmgi- 
lahle leoepdao. Tee, liqueim,' dried froit%*'wiHig, 
.punch, and legers were immedJetdy phieed hi feirt iHilr 
fuett ; and much interest seemed to he -escbedtrtM 
finding an Engtiiihmnn in this diatant pattf^«£r>iAe 
eeiadal empire. The best understanding «idataf hd- 
tween the Ruflrima and Qnnese merchants^ Nn?aen^ 
ttony is observed en either side, on enteisi%i earii 
other's village { and entertainments are given atat^ 
nately by eac^ party < some of the RossiaR sev- 
duints of Kiakhta are bdieved to be immensdy ikHi 
Captain Cochrane had before croaaed the Russian 
frontier, at Malaya Narymka, in his way to Irikutdo, 
having diverged fn»Ei his direct road, for theeake of 
gratifying himself by a harmless ineunnoa on the 
odestial empire. iUi oAoer and a few men at Ihut 
•tation, w^e all that were-lelt to maiit the bonndi- 
ries of the two empires. ^^ I fosded,** saya our Trair^ 
ler, ^^ the Utde stream which lorms the actual lunit^ 
and, -seating myself on a stone on the left bank, \ms 
soon lost in a reverie^ It waa nbent nudnight^s the 
moon, f4»parently full, waa near her meridian, and 
seemed to encourage- a pensive indiuation. ^What 
can suarpasa that scene, I know not : some of the 
loftiest gninite mountaina, spreading in various dipaa- 
tiens, endosing some of the most hia^rions vaDeya in 
1^ world; yet, all deserted! all thia fair' an^ fei!t>ite 
tsacft aband on ed to wild beasts, .nterciy ^ fiiqmt^i^ 
a nentml tenritofy !*' The first Chineae aattlfgnaqt 
is 80 miles distant from Malaya. 
. Sudi is Russia, the Oog and Magog of the moiom 
world, — that vast, heterogeneous en^nr^i .whU^ 
atietdiiiig over more than a tiihrd of ^e circnni£bi%nce 
of the globe, and from the Arclic Sea southwaid 
beyond the latitude of Madrid or Rome, toudies, on 
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^MIlM#^S««ite%lVuMia, Amtds, luid Turkey:; m 
"«|g»iMi)tbw 9M4S PeH^a, Cliiiw,^Bii4, by ni«aDs «f ber 
.^itoiQt oaihft nortliAi^ett cobM o£ thQ|<Cew.GontiQ4Bl;^ 
ilfMa».jm«,tte United StiiJe«.» While, howevar, 
^'Itl^^aiv^t^^i^gfr^tb. MAikeS the iynfigin»ti<m with J^ 
^^jloliah Wk, thfQ g^reater part of the Hustaan toritory 
Ift^bOt^^e fWMte Und of the cNlised werld. This 
}»§&!» fd ^jmA if, in thAseale of pplitical ^'eatAeM, 
^mm oC.fibe feehl^t of . xiati<ms.t It hM gone on inn 
in bulk, titt jit is incusabdred with ^ oxm 
Aoid, ihrooghont its huge extent, the pulse 
af.jiu»d,. ih» oi)(«ulAtloa ,'<Df cemm^^^iAl 4Mrmo^ 
eiMcgyS) i4.so fteblie us sciuve^ to give the semHmice 
^ peUtical lile 1^0 its Tarieiis parts. The great nuu 
j9rily of. the peo{le:ia^ as yet but Ut^.ijemoved Unm 
^ vooi^ised^ and Imit^ state in which they were 
MH.b^ j^ Rurlks and Vla^iinirs of other ti^i^es. 
I^ere are but two dasaes, the noUe apd the.slave. 
Whi. goi^enunent lisa despdtis^k of a striedy oriental 
cJMitaqlet:^ itfmi&isteied, by a m^tary p^ioe : the word 
of .the eaqMnir, if not his wiH, is law, lor his wiU 
i$AMyht o6BCrQ31ed by his viner or.hte janissaries^ The 
B^gi(n)i,]iteratare, and bommeree .ofRussiai are all 
atotio. Ber sacusd language is Qy^sk; . her poli^ 1$q« 
guage, Frwach ; her vulgar language, a compound of 
Oreek, Latin, 6m«ian, French, and Slavonian. Her 
'Hterttti areOermans t hier it(ieitihanis,*to a great eac. 
tent British ; her bravest officers, Poles or Cossacks. 
The l^vonic alphabet is said to have been first intro- 
Hueed in the ninth century. The oltet existing 

* It has been computed that the superficial extent of the Russian 
empire is 920,000 square leagues, " being the ninth part of terra 
tfitma, and the twenty-eighth of the whole ^be." 

t With a population of fifty millions, and an extent of super- 
ficial territory forty-two times that of France, the revenue of 
Russia to 1817 was under 13,000,00W. ; that of France newly * 
37,00O,00«. 
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written documents ara two treaties with the Ovetk 
emperors of the tenth century. The first Russian 
Grammar was published in England towards the dme 
of the seventeenth.* The <ddest printed book is a 
Slayonlc Psalter dated Kier, 15A1. Two years a£ter, 
a press was established at Moscow ; and the first paper 
idiidi was used for it was manufactured in England. 
Such is Russia, a country most interesting, viewed aS 
a political phenomenon, though destitute of all those 
features of historic or moral grandeur that give at* 
traction to the countries which have been the scenes of 
Ae ancient monarchies. What Russia may become,*— 
what she would be, if she had seamen as well aa ships, 
ooouneroe as well as egctent of territory, and wealth' 
as weQ as millions of slaves, it is not for us to 
predict. (Commercial wealth and navid power are 
the two -things wanting to make the semi-barbarous 
colossus as really formidable as it would gladly be 
thought. Muscovy has, indeed, been continually travel- 
ling southward ; and it is well understood, that there ^ 
exists a wish that its limits should protrude into the 
Mediterranean. Were this to be effected, Russia 
would soon cease to be Russia; for neither the 
Northern Palmyra nor the Tartarian Rome would 
long remain her capital. 

* Ludo^fi Gnmmatiea RuttkM* Oxon. 1606.-866 Bowling's 
Ruatfam ADth<dogy« pt. xiL 



THE END. 
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